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The  Twflflli  Annual  Meetiiit;  of  tlx;  Amei;k  an  and  F()I;l:(;s  Axti- 
Slaveiiv  Societv  was  lii-ld  in  th";  Droailway  Taboniacli-,  on  Tl-esdav. 
Mav  n,  1852.     Tilt?  audience  was  unusually  large. 

At  3  o'cluck  P.M.,  llie  chair  was  taken  bj- the  I'residcnt  of  ih'j  Society, 
AUTUUK    TAl'PAN,  ESQ. 

The  oxorcisfs  wore  commenced  by  the  reading  of  the  tenth  r=ahn,  by 
the  Rev.  J  USUI-- A  Leavitt. 

Pi-aver  was  then  oflered  by  Prof.— or  Wiiiprix. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary,  Lewis  Taitax,  then  read  extracts  from 
several  letters  addr-'-scd  to  the  Cuniniittee,  full  of  expressions  of  confi- 
dence and  encouragement,  some  of  th-m  inclosing  donations. 

One  from  P_-v.  -Tuhn  G.  Fee,  j.a^tur  of  an  anti-slavery  church  in  Ken- 
tucky, speak-  of  the  success  of  the  colporteur  operations  in  that  Slate, 
and  the  demand  fur  a  greatly  increa-ed  snpply  of  publications.  Several 
from  minister-  in  the  Sandwich  Islands,  covering  donations  of  over  |400 
to  the  Anti-Slavery  treasury.  <^>ne  from  .x-Chicf  Justice  llui-nblower,  of 
Xew-.br-  \.  de-erves  special  notice.  Referring  to  an  addi«ss  from  a 
number  (;f  filemls  of  the  Society,  Jiot  yet  published,  which  had  been  sent 
fur  his  c^iusideraliwn.  he  said  : 

"IVrmit  mo  now  to  sav.  that  in  every  -(v.ird  of  anti-slavery  sontiiiunt  nnd  doc- 
trine contained  in  that  aildie--,  I  in--:  coi.li;illy  and  ^'ntirdy  syiii]Ki11nze  with  you. 
If  1  wa-  on!v  sure  l!iif  I  lov.d  (iud  i.nd  tlie  hle-.-.-^d  Saviour  with  the  same  amount 
ant!  in'.n-itvot'  l.ive  with  whicli  I  hat.'  shivery  in  all  its  asj.rcls,  influences  and 
concomitants.  |  sliouM  lie  w  more  jieiU'eful  and  liappy  man  than  I  am.  Nor.  g<ntlc- 
liien,  do  I  fei  1  Ir-s  L'rieveil  than  you  d..  liv  the  Cour>e  wliich  lia-  hem  ].ui>Ued  hy 
some  of  cur  I'n.t.  -'ant  divines,  "it  -eenu-d  a-  if  they  felt  thcm-elve-  all  of  a  sudden 
called  upMii  to  r.illy  in  suj.|Miit  of  iln-  Fui^itive  Slave  Law.  wiih  all  its  odious,  inhu- 
man.un-.Ameii.Mu.  nnreiiulj:ican,  an.l.  I  h.-.-itate  not  say.  unconstituiional  prnvi>ions — 
a  hnv,  ra'h'T  than  hf  (-(.mpelled  1"  exrecle  which,  in  all  its  ri;jor  jukI  in  liic  sura- 
Uiary  matiii.r  iii  wii.li  ji  has  In-'ii  d<'ne  hy  some  digiiitaric.-,  1  ^v(lul(l  resign  the 
hii.'he-t   ju'lu  ial  -!a"i'  n  in  tli'-  cuiaitiv. 

•■  I  am  no  advuc.it'.'  ijx  open  re-i;tance  to  law,  but  I  claim  at  least  a  right,  while 
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I  <)::-Uv  sub-nil  io  its  roquireincnt',  to  conlemn,  and  by  ar:,'umeut  an.-l  ail  other 
t,  I.:,  i',!..'  ;i:i'i  oi.ii-lltutidiial  means,  to  seek  its  repeal  or  niodilica'lon.  But  a  iiiini-ter 
t-i  il.i-  i^r.atiel,  who  lnIJ  to  t!io  ijoctrino  of"  no  hi(jh:r  law  than  liunian  li':4i.-hitirin, 
wliith'T  <x[>re-i-eil  in  the  form  of  ,-tatutes  or  in  tlie  more  impo-ini^  shape  of  -con-ti- 
tutioii-.'  has,  in  rnv  ojiiuion,  misiTaljly  ni!.rtak(.-n  Iiis  caUiii'.'.  Such  (hvnies  not  only 
virip  the  crown  of  K'ory  from  the  heads  of  apostles  and  martyrs,  but  come  niujh 
iiivolvin;j  our  blessed  Saviour  in  the  same  category." 

Tilt;  Sijcretarv  then  road  an  abstract  of  the  Annual  Report,  and  the 
follo\vin;X 
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HeKohrd,  7'li:it  American  slavery  di-velop^  cumulative  evidence  of  its  sinfulness; 
its  ho-tili'v  Io  thi-  p.-'ai-c,  union,  and  prosperity  of  the  cou?itry;  its  disastrous  iiitiu- 
ence  upon  the  religion,  .-oeial  ord-jr,  liter.iture,  and  renown  of  the  nation;  and 
th'-refore  all  who  up!iold  or  approve  it,  uphold  or  apy)rove  a  system  inimi.'al  to 
the  Welfare  of  man  and  liAtefal  in  the  si^'lit  ot  (jo.l 

2.  Tliat  the  C-intiu'ianoe  of  slavery  at  this  day,  in  this  R. -public,  with  the  number 
of  slaves  au'^in  aite'l  from  half  a  million  to  three  miUious — when  our  fathers, 
in  obtainitii^  tlieir  own  tVeevlom,  solemnly  declared  to  the  world  that  "  all  men  are 
created  equal;  that  thev  are  enilowed  by  tlieir  Creator  widi  certain  tnalicnable 
ri;ihts;  th  It  am.-ni;  tli'.'Se  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  p'irsuit  of  happin(,'-s;''  and  added, 
with  the  soleiunitv  of  an  oath,  "  For  the  support  of  this  DrXLAUArioN,  with  a  tiriu 
reliance  on  the  protection  of  Divine  Providence,  we  inulually  pledi^e  to  each  other 
our  lives,  our  f  rlui-e^.  ati'l  our  sAcui:t>  iiovoii" — is  a  reproach  to  the  memory  of  the 
revolution. irs'  pitii ->■.-,  a  mockery  of  demo.-ratie  republicanism,  and  an  insult  to  the 
Iluler  of  nations. 

:;.  That  nearly  alTu.'!  to  slavery,  in  meannos;  and  turpitude,  is  the  spirit  of  Castic, 
under  the  iiiilneiice  of  which  our  coiureil  fellow  ci' '/.ens  are  d..barre(_i  an  equality 
with  other  ciiiz-ns  b  .ftre  the  law,  and  the  opjun-tuiiity  of  ri.-in;.^  in  the  coaituumty 
according  to  tiieir  talents,  iulustry,  and  moral  character;  a  spirit  the  more  repre- 
hensible :l3  we  invite  to  these  fhores,  and  admit  to  all  the  occupatii^us  of  society, 
immi:^rants  of  every  complexion,  condition,  and  religion  from  the  old  world,  many  of 
whom  possess  le-3  An^lo-Saxou  blood  than  do  our  proscribed  fellow  coun'rymeti. 

4.  Tlut  wheroaj  t!ie  Fi'^ntU'C  S!n>'e  ^Ict  is,  in  th(;  opinii)ii  of  Chief  .Ju-tice  floas-- 
BLOWER,  and  other  eminent  jurists,  unconstitutional,  and,  acconliii;^  to  \\u'  first  ojiinion 
of  Danikl  \Vi;ii,rKa,  esiacted  in  opposition  to  the  "plain  import'  of  that  iiistiument; 
and  whereas  it  not  only  authorizes  seizure  without  process,  trial  without  a  jury, 
consiifiimeiit  t)  southern  prison  houses  u|ion  r.r-part-'  te-timony,  without  opportunity 
of  defence,  but  punishes  hum  inity  as  a  crime,  and  can  be  enforced  only  by  outraging 
all  the  charities  of  life,  an  1  the  great  principles  of  the  common  law — it  is  a  "  Bill 
of  Ab  )nunations,"  and  its  authois,  advocates,  and  enfircers  deserve  tiie  severest 
condemna'ion,  white  the  Act  it-elf  should  be  every  where  disobeyed  and  execrated. 

5.  Tiiat  while  we  would  throw  no  obstacle  iu  the  way  of  our  colored  citi/.iiis 
emigrating  to  Si-rra  Leone,  Liberia,  Californii,  the  West  Indies,  Canavla,  or  any 
other  portion  of  the  globe,  as  their  enterpri--e,  business,  or  inclination  m.iy  lead  them, 
in  Co  lunon  with  otliT  citizens;  and  while  we  will  aid  tliem  in  the  acconqjli-hinent 
of  their  own  wi-hes,  we  will  ever  discountenance  and  oppose  all  schemes,  wdiether 
d.ivi-ed  by  .State  or  National  Governments  or  Colonization  Societies,  of  coercive 
.■xp.Uriati' II,  and  all  t-fforts  to  place  the  people  of  color  in  such  podti<ins  that, 
a-"  :i  choiee  oi  evils,  they  will  consent  to  leave  the  land  of  their  birth  and  their  chosen 
re-i  l.Mi'^e. 

►>  riiAt  V,-.- d-'Oply  sympathize  with  our  colored  brethren,  throughout  the  whole 
l.iii  1,  b  .11  !  an  1  ff.-e,  in  the  peculiar  circumstan.'e<t  of  trial  in  which"' they  are  placed 
by  ih-  cup:  itty,  tyranny,  and  contempt  of  large  portions  of  the  people  of  this 
Co.'.'ry.anl  t'..it  w.i  solemnly  pledge  to  them  our  best  etForts  to  vin.licate  their 
right-,  t  •  r    !:•  -<  their  wrongs,  while  we  exhort  th-in  to  place  implicit  confidence  in 

l'"'  ]''■•'■■'' ■•  Hia»  who  h,v3  declared  that  he  is  no  respecter  of  per-ons,  that  he  is 

the-^t;  .  I  ..f  •':..  ..j.;.r.;-»d,  and  that  he  will  break  the  rod  of  the  oppressor. 

I.    liiAt  wh.le  we  h' 'nor  those  legislators  and  ministers  who  have   Ijoen  true  to 
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freedom,  we  believe  that  the  political  and  ecclesiastical  p.irlisan?  uho  have  proved 
recreant  to  the  cause  of  liberty  and  humanity,  have  forfeited  all  just  claim  to  the 
confidence  of  the  people,  and  that  no  reasonable  expectation  can  be  indultjcd  in  the 
prevalence  and  success  of  republican  or  Christian  in?litutifi)s  until  our  citizens  carry 
out  the  principles  of  the  Declaration  of  ludcpendencc,  and  the  precepts  of  the 
Sermon  on  the  Mount 

8.  That  we  call  upon  the  Women  of  this  country  for  their  porpuasive  influence 
in  the  great  woik  of  emancipalini^  their  sex  from  the  degradation  and  miseries 
of  slavery,  and  for  Uieir  effective  aid  in  the  cause  of  universal  liberty ;  reminding 
them  that  it  was  Elizadeth  Hkyrick  who  demonstrated  to  ^yilberforce  the  duty 
and  safety  of  immediate  emancipation;  and  that,  in  the  recent  work  of  Haeriet 
Beecher  Stowe,  we  have  a  portraiture  of  American  slavery  that  is  read  by  tens  of 
thousand-,  causinfj  verv  many  of  them  to  weep  and  pray,  and  resolve  that  they  will 
strive,  while  life  Thall  last,  for  its  overthrow  aud  annihilation. 

9.  That  the  example  of  the  humane  and  di>interested  advocates  of  freedom, 
among  the  editorial  and  literary  corps,  is  a  just  rebuke  to  the  subservient  individuals 
and  societies  who  have  meanly  expurgated  their  own  works,  or  the  works  of  others, 
of  all  sentiments  denunciatory  of  slavery,  lest  they  ehould  be  denounced  by  slave- 
holders and  their  apologists. 

10.  That  the  th;mks  of  this  meeting  be  given  to  tlie  friends  of  the  oppressed  in 
Canada,  for  acting  the  part  of  gcxid  Samaritans  toward  the  unhappy  subjects  of 
opprosMon  who  have  fled  to  them  for  refuge,  and  to  the  fiiends  of  impartial  liberty 
in  EriLcland.  Canada,  the  West  Intlios,  aud  el>ewhere,  who  liave  ttrengtbencd  tlie 
hands  of  American  abolitionists;  and  that  we  entreat  tliem,  while  they  justly 
rebuke  their  own  countrymen  vho,  on  taking  up  their  abode  with  us.  prove  recreant 
to  the  anti  slavery  cause,  to  be  equally  faithful  to  Americans  among  them  who 
affect  to  be  the  friends  and  advocates  ol  emancipation,  after  being  silent  or  opposed 
to  the  cause  at  home. 

11.  That  for  the  sake  of  the  slave,  for  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  and  for  the 
good  of  the  Church  of  Chri.^t,  we  earnestly  desire  ihe  union  of  all  abolitionists,  and 
their  harmonious  action  in  behalf  of  their  colored  brethren;  believing  that  the  highest 
obligations  rest  upon  the  people  of  these  SUitcs  to  remove  slavery  by  moral  and 
political  action,  aud  being  determined,  in  the  ftar  of  God,  and  in  sympathy  with 
every  friend  of  humariity  who  will  cooperate  with  us,  so  far  as  the  means  shall  be 
furnished,  to  enlist  the  pulpit  and  the  press  in  the  cause  of  the  FufTering  and  the  dumb, 
to  aim  at  a  purification  of  the  churches  from  all  participation  in  the  guiJt  of  slaveiy, 
to  encourage  the  labor  of  freemen  rather  than  that  of  slaves  by  giving  a  preference 
to  their  productions — sparing  no  exertions  to  bring  the  whole  nation  to  speedy  repent- 
ance— our  trust  for  victory  being  in  GOD,  through  whom  Truth,  Justice,  Reason, 
and  Hf.MANrry  must  and  will  gloriously  triumph. 

The  iiieeLing  was  then  addrossed  by  Hon.  E.  D.  Cclver,  ex-M.C. 
from  Washington  county,  N.Y.,  and  now  residing  in  this  city,  who  said  : 

He  was  aware  that  those  who  advocated  these  resolutions  would  be  denounced 
in  certain  political  papers,  and  in  one  huge  section  of  the  Union.  Some  of  i!i<-  s(  n- 
timents  advanced  had  been  forbilden  by  leading  men.  Their  conduct  paid.  It  is 
perfectly  right  and  constitutional  to  talk  and  act,  if  you  will  lake  care  lo  talk  and 
act  on  the  correct  side  of  the  question,  we  being  judges;  but  if  you  discuss  the 
other  side,  we  will  denounce  you  as  agitators  and  enemies  of  the  country.  The 
question  of  slavery  has  been  settled,  say  these  wiseacres;  the  "finality  of  the 
Comprf>mise"  is  a  tixeJ  fact     Settled  by  whom  ? 

But,  said  he,  men  will  talk  now  on  politics  as  President  Fii.i.MOHr.  talked  thirteen 
years  auo,  aivl  as  Daniel  Webster  talked  oul\-  four  years  f-ince.  And  yet  it  is  said, 
when  we  talk  now  as  they  did  then,  You  arc  enemies  to  the  Union,  y^u  are  dis- 
unionJst-^.  J  should  like  to  know,  said  ilr.  Culver,  what  men  mean  when  [\ny  say  it 
is  an  injustice,  and  becomes  an  offense  and  a  riolation  of  duty,  to  talk  ui)on  tiiis 
Fubjectf  Whosavs  so?  Do  the  minority  in  Congress  that  pa,"iod  the  Compr(inur<-  ISilUi 
He  said  he  knew  well  that  a  large  ]>ortion  of  that  mtiorily  were  under  the  ihilm  nee 
of  .i-trring  drink.  [Cheers  and  his.-e-.j  Under  the  ii.fluence  of  str<.i.:.,Mhinl;.  [Ciheers 
and  hi:ses  renewed.]     Be  quite  ea.?y,  said  Mr.  Culver.     I  sjieak  deliberately.     1  have 
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known  soiiK-tliinij  how  things  are  Jono  at  tho  capital.  The  truth  !.?,  said  he,  the 
Coinpronii.se  Ac'-,  the  .«ettleinont  of  this  great  quo-tion,  were  "adjusteii"  by  1U9 
out  of  2:51  nicrnhers  of  the  IIou3e.  Settled  truly!  Was  it  ever  known  that  aa 
Act  of  C^'R  acis  was  so  sacred  that  no  future  Congress  was  competent  to  alter  it ! 

lie  renieniliered  well  when,  in  1S32  and  1S36,  the  question  of  re-chartering  the 
Bank  of  the  L'nited  .States  was  rife,  and  the  whole  country  and  buth  IIuuh'S  of 
C. ingress  wore  greatly  agitated.  The  Act  fur  re-chart.-ring  the  Bank  was  pas-t-d, 
and  I'resideut  Jackson  vetoed  the  bill.  Parties  changed,  and  the  Whigs,  under 
President  Harrison,  re-chartered  the  Eank;  and  you  cannot  fail,  sir,  to  recollect 
the  note  of  alarm  that  w;vs  sounded  through  the  country  when  "  Captain"  Tvi.ee, 
who  succeeded  to  the  Presidency  by  the  sudden  death  of  General  Haukij-on,  unexpect- 
edly, to  the  chagrin  of  his  party,  vetoed  the  bill.  So,  said  Mr.  Culver,  when  we  pas>ed 
the  Bankrupt  Act,  the  same  Congress,  in  a  few  months,  after  the  peojile  became 
e.xcited  about  it,  repealed  the  law.  A  similar  agitation,  the  speaker  said,  has 
taken  place  at  diifereut  periods  in  relation  to  the  tariff ;  yet  no  cry  was  raised  against 
the  right  to  aiiitate,  and  no  one  pretended  to  urge  that  the  law  was  too  sacred,  as 
it  is  now  said  about  the  Fugitive  Slave  Act,  to  urge  for  its  repeal,  although  the  com- 
motion was  so  great  that  it  was  said  then,  as  it  has  been  since,  that  the  Union  would 
not  continue  if  the  agitators  succeeded.  But  we  all  know,  said  he,  that  it  is  right 
and  perfectly  C'n-titutional  to  ojipose  a  bad  law,  "t  move  for  its  repeal;  and  yet  the 
friends  of  tliis  "  finality"  pretend  that  the  Fugitive  Slave  Act  is  such  a  sacred  thing 
that  we  mu-t  not  touch  it,  le-t,  fcjrsoodi,  the  L'nion  should  be  dissolved  '. 

Ml'.  Cilv.  r  [iroceeded  to  speak  of  the  morle  in  which  the  F'ugitive  Act  was 
p:us-^ed.  and  tuok  occasi  in  to  say  that,  out  of  thirty  four  representatives  in  Congress 
from  the  .State  of  .N<,w-York,  only  one  man  was  fiund  to  vote  for  this  infamous  bill, 
lie  wa-^  the  uietnb'  r  from  Otsego  distrii:t ;  and  .-ince  that  his  cnnstitueut-^  have  sus- 
pended him,  like  the  cofTin  of  Slahomet,  between  heav.  n  and  earth,  so  that  he  has 
never  touched  the  ear;h  >ince.  [Laughter.]  ili.  C  administered  a  severe  castiga- 
tion  to  Mr.  .Jamus  Bi:ooks,  the  sub-ervient  member  from  this  city,  who  <hid'i'd  when 
the  vote  was  taken.  He,  too,  is  against  agitation,  and  goes  for  the  "finality  of  the 
Compromise."  Looking  at  this  subji-ct,  continued  ilr.  C.  as  a  lawyer.  I  insist  that 
the  F'ugitive  .Slave  Act  lui.s  no  binding  force,  at  least  upon  a  citizen  of  Xew  York. 
Go  to  vour  statute-book,  and  you  will  find  that  your  Legislature  has,  over  and  over 
again,  uttered  its  condemnation  in  advance  of  the  measures  that  go  to  make  up  the 
Compromise  Acts.  He  tiiea  drew  a  comparison  between  the  two  .Senators  that 
represented  this  State  when  that  atrix'ifjus  I)ill  was  passed.  Senator  StwAun  t'elt 
it  to  be  his  duty  to  stand  upon  the  ground  which  his  own  honest,  conscientious  con- 
victions had  raark'ed  out  for  him,  the  ground  that  nineteen  twentieths  of  hi<  consti- 
tuents took  on  the  subject,  and  he  voted  against  the  bill.  [Loud  cheers.]  Senator 
Dickenson,  on  the  contrary,  acted  in  accordance,  not  with  the  often  repeated 
declarations  of  the  Legislature  of  his  own  State,  but  in  unison  with  certain  resolu- 
tions that  had  been  drawn  up  by  some  of  his  party,  a  mere  factiun.  Well.  sir.  said 
Jklr.  C,  after  the  Compromise  drama  had  been  enacte<l.  an  edict  was  di-patched  fioni 
AVashingtou  to  this  State,  to  the  effect  that  the  people  must  support  Dickenson  and 
abandon  Seward,  but  the  people  did  not  heed  it. 

Preferring  to  the  Compromise  measures,  Hent.v  Clav  said  the  Siiudiern  people 
ought  not  to  complain,  for  tliey  were  all  for  their  benefit  I  ask  your  attenti.  n,  *aid 
the  speaker,  to  what  the  North  ijot.  Why,  is  it  not  well  known  that  \s  e  got  the 
•la^-e-trade  abolished  in  the  Di-lriet  of  Columbia  ^  The  fact  is,  the  law  that  was 
p3s-ed  was  simply  that  you  should  not  bring  slaves  into  the  District,  and  put  them 
into  a  .-lave  pen,  with  a  view  to  sell  them  again  to  go  farther  South,  while  any  one 
is  allow.-. 1  to  bring  as  many  slaves  as  ho  chooses  into  the  District,  to  be  u-eil  or  sold 
to  re-ident=  there.  Tliis  is  what  tliey  affect  to  call  the  abolition  of  the  slave-trade  at 
the  seat  of  government 

Mr.  Culver  pmceeded  to  narrate  the  circumstances  under  which  California  and 
Texas  were  r.'s[.octively  admitted  into  the  Union.  The  first  came  in  at  the  beck  of 
freedom,  and  tiie  o'her  at  the  beck  of  the  slave  power.  California,  beeaii-e  she  had 
adopted  a  Con-titulion  forbidding  slavery,  was  kept  knocking  at  the  door  of  Con- 
gress for  nine  long  months;  whilu  Texas,  being  a  slave  State,  came  in  with  a  rush. 

Mr.  C.  prf)C-ede(l  to  diow  what  had  been  done  by  Congress  to  pacify  Te.xa^.and  he 
illustrated  the  matter  as  follows:    A  and  B  own  farms  by  the  side  of  each  ciher. 
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B  comes  ■with  a  gang  of  bullies  ami  lays  claim  to  part  of  A's  land.  A  resists, 
and  at  length  th.v  agree  to  submit  the  matter  to  a  court  and  jury.  A  shows  his 
title  deeds  and  long  possession.  B  cannot  .show  either,  but  sliows  a  certificate, 
■written  by  bim?elf,  that  he  has  a  right  to  the  land,  and  blusters,  threatens,  and 
browbeats  both  the  judges  and  the  jurors,  until  the  court  instruct  the  jury  that, 
notwithst.inding  B  is  deficient  in  proof,  ha*  not  made  out  either  a  legal  or  equitaVjle 
claim,  vit,  a>  he  is  determined  to  have  a  portion  of  A"8  farm,  and  threatens  to  figlit 
if  he'does  not  get  it,  they  had  best  give  a  verdict  in  his  favor.  The  jury,  thus 
adTised,  give  hiim,  not  all'the  land  he  demands,  but  a  large  portion  of  it,  adding 
a  sum  of  money  in  addition,  to  pay  him  for  bis  trouble,  vexation,  and  expense  ! 
What  would  you  say,  Mr.  President,  to  such  a  jury  as  that  ?  "Why,  you  would  throw 
them  into  the'Ea'^t  Kiver.  [Laughter.]  This  is  a  true  statement  of  the  Texas  ques- 
tion. She  got  two  thirds  of  the  land  she  demanded,  and  ten  milhons  of  dollars 
beside  I 

Then  with  reirard  to  New-Mexico  and  Utah,  new  governments  were  to  be  erected 
in  these  territoriis.  When  the  day  of  trial  c:mie,  only  sixty-nine  men  were  found 
to  vote  for  the  Wiluiot  proviso,  although  fourteen  States  had  declared  themselves 
in  favor  of  it !     How  much  did  freedom  gain  by  tliat  act  ? 

We  are  told,  If  you  are  fur  the  Compromise,  you  must  love  the  Fugitive  Slave 
Act.  Indeed'.  I  liave  seen,  said  Mr.  C,  the  practical  effects  of  this  enactment,  and. 
its  agonizing  results.  Jury  trial,  or  any  other  security  for  a  fair  hearing,  even  the 
right  of  habeas  corpus,  is  virtually  denied.  Did  not  the  half-drunken  men  who 
passed  that  Act  know  full  well  tliat  it  suppresses  that  English  writ^  And  then, 
what  a  wretched  and  mean  bribe  it  offers".  The  unenviable  Commissioner,  in  the 
case  of  Horace  I're-tou,  fully  undorjtandsit.  [Laughter.]  "Wc  are  told,  forsooth, 
that  we  must  abide  by  this  state  of  thini^s,  because  it  is  the  law  !  The  ciy  of  the 
"  L'nion  in  danger  "  is  the  rock  on  which  this  nation  seems  to  be  going  down.  In 
oyster  saloons,  and  under  the  insjnration  of  champagne,  is  concocted  such  infamous 
legislation.  Mr.  C.  then  related  a  pathetic  story  of  a  poor  fugitive  woman,  fleeing 
with  her  child  fiom  her  pursuers,  because  her  mother,  and  her  mother's  mother,  hap- 
pened to  be  slaves.  He  asked,  is  there  a  man  here  who  can  justify  suchdeeds  t 
It  is  piracy  and  kidnapping  of  the  worst  stamp.  It  is  done  under  an 'Act  that  runs 
counter  to  all  good  feeling-.  Such  a  law  will  not  be  obeyed.  The  Xorth  has 
duties  to  perform,  and  will  maintain  them.  Mr.  C.  closed  his  able  and  interesting 
speech,  by  reujiiiding  all  those  who  enacted  the  law,  and  all  who  sustained  it,  that 
they  must  stand  at  the  judgment  day  before  the  tribunal  of  the  Most  High,  to  give 
an  account  of  thtiir  agency  in  devising  and  executing  this  infamous  Act.  He  was 
loudly  cheered  on  resuming  his  seat 

Rev.  J.  II.  Pi.vYMOND,  of  the  Baptist  denomination,  next  add res-sed  tiio 
audience  on  tbe  Rights  and  tlie  "Wrongs  of  Lis  people. 

He  felt,  he  said,  some  difSdence  in  addressing  so  large  an  assembly,  e.=pecially 
after  the  able  and  eloquent  speech  of  tlie  honorable  gentleman  who  had  prtc.-iii-d 
him ;  but  as  he  was  a  colored  man,  he  felt  it  to  be  a  dutv  to  say  a  few  word-  \vh»  ii 
called  upon  on  such  an  occasion  as  the  present.  He  eaid  it  wa:^  a  source  of  rc;,i(t 
to  him  that  he  could  not  see  the  faces  of  his  hearers,  but  he  bowed  to  the  will  of 
God.  The  resolutions  read  were  of  vast  importance  to  his  colored  brcthri-n.  Ho 
could  not  read  them,  and  had  to  trust  to  his  oblivious  memory,  but  they  had  made 
a  deep  impression  upon  his  mind  and  hearL  The  third  resolution  lie  remenilK-red 
with  peculiar  pleasure.  It  spoke  of  Caste  as  nearly  allied  to  Amcricin  j-lavery. 
It  is  not  a  cousin,  but  a  sister  to  slavery.  It  was,  indeed,  exerting  a  dt:li!<rious  in- 
fluence upon  his  people.  Caste  w:is  a  great  enemy  of  the  negro  race,  but  it  was  no 
new  thing;  it  began  early.  Mr.  R.iymond  then  allude  d  to  Zipporah.  the  Ethioyxjan 
wife  of  Mo>Es:  to  the  animositv  felt  towards  her  by  Miriam,  the  sl-ier  f>f  .M')>es; 
to  the  leprosy  sent  upon  her  by  God  as  a  puni.shment  of  her  sin  ;  and  to  its  removal 
at  length  on  account  of  the  intercession  of  Moses  and  Aaron.  He  th-  ri  spoke  of  the 
Egyptian  wife  of  Solomon,  who  was  an  object  of  ecom  to  the  .Jewi-h  ladies  among 
whom  she  was  brought;  and  th..-  bridal  ode,  comjKrsed  by  the  wi-e  kin;.'  on  the  oc- 
casion of  her  nuptials,  was  a  defen-e  of  her.  Shi-  knew  that  her  presence  gave 
umbrage  to  the  fair  Hebrew  ladie?.  which  they  had  evinced   by  seinJiiig  her  to  do 
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out-]''or  Tork.     "I  ;ina  \>l:i~:'.:,  Lut  corneK-,  O  yo  cla:;^hton  of  Jen , ., ,  .... 

touts  of  Kcdar.  a-i  t!i';  curt.iiiH  of  Solomon.  L  i-.k  not  upon  inc  bicau-'-  I  am  lilack, 
b._'Cau.-<;  tlic  sun  hath  looke  1  upim  me:  my  mother's  chil'lr.vn  (tlie  c.inir<  iliil.h-.;-n) 
wer<-'  aiv.^iy  with  mo:  tliey  niii'c  me  the  keo[;'.T  of  th'.-  vin-yar-!.-! ;  but  initi'.-  own 
vincyai'd  have  I  not  kept."  ILt  c!(fon;e  was  --i-i'l  If''-  rv.iy:ii jo  I,  that  •lie  -un  had 
made  her  features  sv.'arthy. 

The  .speaker  procooih-'d  to  sny  that  Jeremiah,  tlie  woopin2;  pp.'plict,  in  ii's  ci_,li'h 
chapter,  says  of  himself,  th-iii_,'h  he  was  a  fair-c  mip'.exiuujrl  man,  that  li-  bccain- 
b!ark-  thnitv^h  t^rief  "  f'>r  the  liv.rt  of  the  daughter  of  my  pnople  ;"  and  all  know  ihit 
alFections  of  the  min.l  roinetimes  change  tlie  hue  of  the  -kin.  Sow,  ^ail  Mr.  \l  lyiu'.nd, 
are  wo  to  Ijla'.ne  for  our  coniple.'cion  '  People  talk  of  colored  person-,  ba;  he  !lii'i:_;bt 
all  people  wia-j  Co!j|-el:  at  lea-t,  we  are  •.tU  coU>red  liere  to-day,  th.ii.k  <!oI.  I 
hap[iened,  said  li-'.  to  be  born  in  Vir;^!!iii  When  I  -".s-aa  a  boy,  t:i!  re  wa-  an  I'.v.;;- 
liih  doctor,  named  Holmes,  who  practised  medicine,  lie  wad  cilleil  in  to  attend  a 
poor  bla.  k  bov.  lie  wore  liis  i^dove.s,  and  carried  a  , 'old  headed  cane.  Will  \ou 
believe  it  t  [[■■  put  the  end  of  tlie  cane  on  the  jnil-e  of  the  sick  lad,  aa  I  then  pre- 
scrib'.l  me'lieine  fur  him.  'l"he  boy  died,  as  you  ini^ht  suppo-e.  NVas  th.vt  a 
■way  to  f;.d  a  man's  p,u!se  ^  [Sen=ation.]  Mr.  Itaymond  then  r.laied  several  an.  e- 
dotes  ilhi-lra'ive  of  the  spint  of  ca?te  that  prevailed  in  the  .^tate's.  He  -r;id 
th"re  Were  in  Vir.,'ini\  two  preaeher.s :  .!<  --e  J..e,  a  ^vhite  man,  and  presidin^r  e!  ier. 
and  a  colored  brot'aer  nanied  ^^;lInion,  wV.o  v>'as  a  fir  letter  pre;ic!ijr  than  the  other. 
At  a  lar'.^e  relii'ious  meetini.f — it  was  alovef-ist — Sa!n-on  ro:.j  to  speak,  when  L»e 
called  aloud,  "Sit  down."  Sanison  said,  •"  I  wont,'  ami  C'-ntinucJ  to  -peak  in  such 
a  strain  of  elorpifiice  and  power,  fn*  the  Holy  (iliost  was  in  him,  tint  Lee  was 
melted,  and,  o:i  his  knees  at  the  altar,  co:i:e.-;ed  his  wrou^  to  God  and  his  colored 
brother. 

Mr.  llaym^'ad  •>.,lc,-'  i  fa,  pu'/.ijbip;!-;n  in  a  river,  when  one  of  tlie  colored  sisters 
We'nt  down  f.n  Ier  lb.;  i'vi  and  was  dr<)wn-.'d.  The  white  minister  took  bnt  little 
notice  of  it,  an.l  .-aid.  oo  .ily,  '■  Hand  us  down  another.  Tli*^  Lord  ^'ave,  an  1  the  Lord 
hath  taken  awav  ■,  b!e--.d  b^j  the  name  of  l!ie  Lord."  Ti.i-",  -ai  I  Mr.  Uaymon  1.  is 
caste.  II>;  thvi  l-la^  I  .-.n  in.-tance  of  a  wliite  mini-t.-r  wiio  use  1  to  address  the 
"black  brethren"  .s.'iKV.-.,'  -Iv,  and  only  a.'.mitted  t!i  an  to  the  co.amunion,  sometimoi 
scrapin^'  up  the  cnihi'-;  -.viHi  hi;  hand,  after  the  white  brethren  ha^.l  partaken.  He 
was  ]>re-ent  on<;  i!  ;v,  ■•!  1  h  ird  him  alire^s  tlio  e  .|or-jd  nienibirs  of  the  church, 
who  sat  inth  ■  l,'!!!  -re.  Af'er  savin:,',  amoiu'  o  li?r  thioifs,  "  .^Iy  black  brethren,  be 
ob-'div.-nt  to  your  m;;-'.  rs. "  !:  •  iovit^'d  ih-eu,  -.u'ter  the  whites  had  i)aitaken,  to  come 
down  stairs  to  the  L  a'd"-  •  '•'.",  '■fur,'' said  hi',  •  i;.>.l  is  no  respecter  ot  persons."  [Si-n-a- 
tion.]  Tliat  was  ca-fe.  It  i-cripplinij  tlie  oturi^ies  of  my  p 'oph^  umon!^ '.vhien 
are  nv-u  who  in'.,iat  ju-'Jv'  t.ike  a  stand  by  the  sivie  of  any  whit-'  man,  were  thiy 
[  ■■nn:it-,.d  to  act  1 '.It  ',!;•  i::!pu!;e,;  of  their  n,;tr.re.  Thro-,i'.;!i  <;.iste  (he  colored  man 
is  borne  down  by  the  inssvellini^  llood  of  immigrants,  and  our  men  are  well  ni-^h 
discoura.;e  I,  and  li.'rdlv  know  wiiat  to  do.  lint  I  ble-s  God  (■  v  iliis  ine-  !'n:^.  and  tlie 
encour.i.:'.a'.^  wor<!s  of  svnipatliy  wo  have  lizard.  We  nee  I  yo-.u-  eoeo'-.raijeinent, 
and  yo-M'  prayers;  we  need  the  voice  of  the  pu'ijiit,  and  we  hope  the  press  will 
-[)-ak  fr  ".-.  We  aiVer  under  llie  prejuiioes  of  worldly  nieiu  b'<t  to  b.^  borne  down 
by  'he  prej-.;  iicea  of  the  Churcli.  anl  sonutimes  by  die  pi  .j.;  liC' s  of  prof ---■! 
;.!i'.'i'i mi-ts,  is  very  scvo|-^>.     It  is  ontrary  to  the  ^\^)rd  of  t;  >  1. 

Tlu-i-e  have  b  •  -n,  sai  1  Mr.  Raymond,  v:'.iious  sc!u-mosmo..-  ■  1  oriately  wonld  Iw; 
plai;'o'hr<'pi  •-. 'o  ^..-t  rid  of  the  colored  man,  and  send  biea  '..a-k  to  fitluTlan  I. 
j'.;i,  b'-.  -ei  I.-  I'ro:!,  this  is  oitf  fatherl.ui!.  Ft  is  my  fi'he; !  u  1  ;  :  ay  f...ther  v,-,n 
li  ;n  h  re.  I  ;,:,!  a-i  Amcriean;  so  are  we  all  Anierieans.  Wv'  .  U  b  v.-  ov.r  kin-lr.  I 
i  I  this  i:o,-.;i-y.a't  i  we  know  no  o'.h.er.  Mu.;h  is  said  al) out  .\-;.;Io  ^^^'a.xon  blonj,  an<I 
t' le.ca.i.'n  ''lo.,  1 ;  but  there  is  such  a  mixin:;  of  blood  in  thii  ■■  "iiry.  tliat  there  cv\ 
liardlv  be  aid  :■■  '■  ■  I'aiy  unmixed  lilood  .".t  all.  At  any  la'.e,  w  >  !on.,t  know  where  to 
lind  li.  Wl,  .t  -ve  iokn.rvisthis:  God  "  i;  .th  mad.-ot''.  n.'  bho  I  J[  n.:tionsof  men,  f'r 
t.id'.vell  on  I'll  i':e  Ki'-.j  .,f  the  earth."  Y.  t  w,;h  ive  pre: i;di.-  a -■■nst  us;  the  preju- 
dice- net  o-ily '■!'  :h-  w.  rid,  b-at  of  the  Chur^-li.ot  oaie  profe  •  'n,,' ab...!iti(inists.  but, 
if  I  un  i  •;  too  !  i!.  •  re--  huiun,  a  new  era  is  be;;un.  May  '  'od  :,M-ant  that  every  per- 
soTi  !i-re  ore  --iii  n;;iy  •■•  -dve  to  do  all  lle^y  cui  f  i  remove 'fb-trnctioiis  to  the  eleva- 
tion .if  '.le  ;r  d:!'.':  '  '  ''  vn  to  tb.-ir  true  pe-itinn.  Id"  not  refer,  s-.id  Mr.  Rn\  ni  -O'l, 
to  aniaie-amati"!'. :  '■    1  forbid.     We  do  U"t  want  intermarria^'cs,  but  we  do  want 
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cquiility  liere  in  the  land  wlicre  vre  were  bom.  We  do  not  want  to  go  to  Canada, 
or  the  Wt'st  Indies,  or  Lil)eria,  oi-  any  Tvheio  else,  except  under  the  voluntary  im- 
pulse of  trade  or  commerce,  or  bettering  our  condition,  of  which  we  claim  to  be  the 
best  judges  ourselves.  Here  we  were  born,  and  here,  in  America,  we  are  resolved 
to  live  and  die.     [  Applause.] 

The   concluding    address  was  mndo    by   the   Rev.  Henry   Ward 
Beecher. 

He  eaid,  there  was  but  one  imiirc--inn  be  desired  to  leave  on  the  meeting,  and 
that  wa«  a  religious  oue.  He  wished  hU  hearers  to  feel  that  this  Society  had  reli- 
gious jirinci  pies  to  support  it.  It  was  a  cau-e,  he  allowed,  that  stood  connected 
with  i.rejudioes,  and  th.re  nii^ht  be  restle.=s  and  sinister  men  connected  with  it;  but 
it  was  the  religious  sontinient  tliat  gave  life  to  it.  The  claims  of  this  Society  were 
not  the  chiims  ..f  tiithu-iasni,  uor  merely  of  philanthropy  ;  but  they  were  the  claims 
of  men  aclmir  f 'r  G"d.  Tiiere  wore  men  of  Jesu*  Christ  who  were  wiiUng  to  give 
themselves  for  the-  poor  and  oppiessed.  Political  aiid  irreligious  men  felt  aston- 
ished at  the  tenacity  of  anti-slavery  men ;  at  the  endurance  and  determination 
of  the  ab«lili<  iiifts. '  They  did  not  comprehend  it  Like  N.4roLEON,  who  said  that 
he  couM  t.naniige  every  descrijj'ion  of  persons  except  the  truly  religious  man,  they 
marvel  iliat  men  will  ri.-k  their  rejiutution,  their  property,  their  ease,  their  time,  in 
combiilin:,'.  year  after  year,  what  appears  to  them  an  abstraction.  They  wonder 
that  men  ^\  ill  be  so  fanatical ;  but,  said  Mr.  Beecher,  the  greatest  fanatics,  doubtless, 
are  those  of  indolence  and  conservatism.  But  fanaticism — granting  there  were 
some  fanatics  engaged  in  the  work — was  not  the  prevailing  sentim^'nt  Far  from 
it.  It  wa-J  a  religious  sentiment.  It  was  because  the  religion  of  Christ  was  against 
oppre-sion,  because  Christ  is  a  living  God,  and  because  his  spirit,  that  led  him  to 
give  him-elf  for  u.s,  inspires  his  true  followers,  that  such  indomitable  zeal  and  per- 
severance were  ex'iibited,  ani  animated  the  efforts  of  the  abolitionists.  Animated 
bv  that  spirit,  there  are  men  who  are  willing  to  give  themselves  up  for  the  cause. 
This  is  the  secret  of  their  strength  and  vitality  ;  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  declare,  said 
ilr.  Beecher,  that,  governed  by  that  sj.irit,  dearly  as  I  love  my  own  family,  I  love  the 
cau=e  of  God  better,  and  woidd  sacritioe  all  other  interests  to  it.  Asking  us,  there- 
fore, to  give  up  thi-^  cause,  is  asking  us  to  forswear  the  spirit  that  God  has  breathed 
into  us.  There  will  always  be  an  agitating  party  in  this  country  while  this  great 
subject  for  agitation  remains. 

True  liberty,  said  Mr.  Beecher,  is  the  lineal  descendant  of  Christianity.  Such 
liberty  is  not  the  mere  freedom  of  an  animal — that  sort  of  liberty  springs  from  ani- 
mal causes — but  of  a  social,  mor.il,  and  relijious  being.  This  is  the  large  and  true  idev 
of  liberty,  and  where  it  does  not  exist  libertv  goes  on  crutches.  True  liberty 
develops  the  whole  character  of  man.  and  it  is  a  necessary  inference  that  all  true 
religion  mast  develop  liberty ;  and  therefore  it  is,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  I  shall  in  my 
remarks  attempt  to  put  the  anti-slavery  cause  on  the  high  ground  of  Christianity. 
It  was  because  our  fathers  were  intensely  pious  men,  that  there  was  6o  wide  a 
difference  between  us  and  those  who  are  making  experiments  in  Europe  to  secure 
freedom.  In  Europe,  whole  ma^-es  of  the  people  are  open  and  avowed  infidels, 
having  attempted  to  shake  off  Christianity  altogether.  Hence  we  see  there  only 
paroxysms  fur  liberty,  but  no  steady,  persevering  resolve  of  the  nation*  of  continental 
Europe.  Hungary  is  the  most  likely  to  acquire  freedom,  because  she  is  the  most 
religious.  [Applau=e.]  The  extraordinary  man  who  has  visited  this  country,  not 
so  much  as  an  exile  as  a  conqueror,  is  her  great  exponent  He  is  before  the  age  in 
this  counMy  as  a  religious  politician,  peihaps  only  equal  to  it  in  his  own.  His 
great  princqiles  neither  the  press,  nor  the  people,  nor  even  the  pulpit  of  this  coun- 
try can  accept  or  understand.  Tiie  day  may  come  when  it  will  be  found  that 
Kossuth  is  right,  and  that  church-founding  America  is  wrong,  because  the  does  not 
understand  the  religion  she  professes  and  attempts  to  teach. 

The  liberty  and  elevation  of  the  colored  man,  said  the  speaker,  is  not  to  me  a 
question  f  f  politic-,  but  of  religion.  One  .'^frong  objection  he  made  to  slaverv  was, 
that  in  its  nature  it  was  not  possible  that  the  p1uv«-  thould  be  developed  to  man- 
bof)d  as  tiod  meant  he  should  be,  while-  held  in  Ixmduge-  ;  fur  tlnyugh  there  may  be  a 
few  individual  exceptions,  you  canueit  convert  them,  or  elevate  them  as  a  people. 
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There  are  three  millions  and  a  half  in  thi^  CDuntry,  nnd  the  efFect  of  the  S'^'^P'''  '^u 
the  first  generation  to  whom  it  ^hall  be  faitlifully  prt  ached  is  =careelj  seen;  (nil  m 
the  second  generation  it  will  produce  its  legitimate  fruits.  The  moment  the  .-lavo 
is  enlightened  by  the  gospel  he  cannot  be  held  in  bondage.  [Applause]  \'oii 
cannot  make  him  who  believes  that  Christ  died  for  him  afraid  of  his  ft-Uow  man. 
Therefore  it  is  that  slaveholders,  acting  consistently  according  to  tli 'ir  jiiiii.-nilcs^ 
keep  the  slaves  in  mental  darkness;  they  know  full  -well  that  the  light  would  -ct. 
them  free.  If  education,  said  the  speaker,  would  have  this  effect,  how  much  iiioro 
the  gospel!  Now  this  is  found  out, and  the  same  rigorous  rule  will  soon  be  adopU'd 
in  reference  to  the  gospel,  that  is  now  adopted  in  regard  to  education. 

Mr.  Beecher  said  he  had  heard  Christian  ministers  say  that  the  gospel  wascoii-cr- 
vative.  It  is  the  very  reverse.  Tlie  radical  idea  of  Cliristianity  is  just  the  oppoMi,<  ; 
it  is  r/roirth,  not  conservatism.  When  it  l>egins,  it  increases  and  advances,  un  :\iid 
on.  The  gospel  does  not  say.  Be  content  with  present  accomplishmi'Ut,  hut,  tio  \,> 
and  preach,  and  extend  its  influ.-nces.  Where  this  spirit  exists,  there  will  be  a^-Ua- 
tions.  and  no  system  of  conservatism  or  expediency  can  allay  them.  The  mind  ,.|" 
man  is  capable  of  infinite  expan-ion.  Thtre  would  be  anti  slavery  agitation  as  I,iiik 
as  the  central  fire  of  Christianity  was  in  the  brea.st  of  Christian  people,  just  as  ili,< 
central  fires  in  the  e.arth  are  the  cau«e  of  .arthquakes.  Mr.  B.  said  he  would  turn 
to  every  class  of  anti-slavery  iivn,  and  aL'ree  with  them  so  long  as  they  held  on  to 
the  doctrine  of  the  redemption  of  man  by  Jesus  Clirist.  He  was  free  to  confesn 
that  he  could  not  agree  with  some  alx.htioni-Ats,  who  took  what  he  deemed  iinpru.-. 
ticable  and  im-cri])tural  ground;  yet  he  would  "ay  that  he  honored  men,  however 
incorrect  he  might  deem  them  in  some  thinir',  and  tlio-e  important  ones  too,  who, 
for  the  sake  of  a  principle,  inij>ortant  in  their  uitimatiou  and  therefire  dt-ar  to  th.in, 
were  willin'  for  v<ar  after  year  to  make  such  sacrifices.  He  was  thankful  that,  In 
such  an  age  and  in  such  communites  as  these,  there  wore  men  who  were  williii_'  to 
saciifice  popularity  and  self  to  what  they  received  as  a  cardinal  principle. 

The  speaker  -aid,  he  would  not  here  exhort  ministers  to  preach  from  their  pulpits, 
as  he  deemed  it  his  duty  to  do,  at  fitting  times,  anti-slavery  sentiments  ;  he  must 
leave  that  to  their  sense  of  duty,  in  the  fear  of  God  ;  but,  said  he,  is  it  asking  tmi 
much  of  them,  and  of  all  Chri-tians,  to  remember  in  their  prayers  the  lowly,  and  to 
feel  fur  those  in  bonds  as  b'>und  with  them?  He  said  he  believed  tliat  the  IV..- 
North  owes  a  far  greater  debt  to  the  black  man  than  to  provide  ships  to  send  hiiu 
to  Africa;  and  that  wIhmi  ho  f^und  men.  ministers  too,  coming  to  the  colored  man 
and  saying.  Y"u  can't  rise  in  this  cr)untry,  with  an  emphasis  that  means.  You  shan't 
rise  liere,  he  C'uld  have  no  svmpathv  with  it,  nor  with  any  professed  benevol.  nc<' 
that  says,  Oct  you  gone  to  Africa!  Elevate  the  colored  man  here,  and  then,  if  th.^y 
please,  they  will  go  to  .\frica.  He  did  not  stand  on  this  platform  to  malign  liu- 
Co!<>nizatioQ  Society,  but  he  would  fiay  to  the  free  people  of  color.  Here  is  y.air 
home,  your  birth-phir*.  and  your  country;  if  you  choose,  stay  here.  He  abhinnd 
that  spurious  chanty  thai  come.s  to  a  black  man,  as  a  sheriff  comes  with  a  proc.  -i, 
to  remr)ve  him  whether  he  will  or  not.  This  sending  men  to  Africa  with  a  writ  ..f 
ejectment  he  had  no  confidence  in,  none  whatever.  He  would  conclude  bv  savin-— 
and  cun^idering  the  uncertainty  (.f  life,  it  might  be  the  last  opportunitv  he'woiild 
hare  in  this  piac-  to  say  it— pray  for  the  slave,  pray  for  the  slaveowner,  pray  for 
(not  for  God.  though  he  be  his  sole  proprietor)  the  master.  Discharge  yourhea'rf  .if 
all  bitterness  toward  him,  pray  that  God  will  ,,pen  his  eyes,  open  the  way  for  tlu; 
freedom  of  the  slave;  for  he  can  do  it;  and,  believe  me,  Christ  will  not  lose  ili,- 
opportunity  of  -JMug  his  goapel  this  triumph.  Let  it  be  understood  that  we  are 
Anti-Slavc-ry  becuus.-  we  are  are  Christian. 

After  tills  ii'Mi-c.-s,  and  a  liighlj  interestinf^  and  satisfactory  session  >A' 
about  thre-j  Ii^ars,  tiie  resolutions  were  adopted,  and  the  meeting;  was 
adjourned,  to  iii-'ft  for  the  choice  of  officers,  discussion,  Arc,  to-morrow, 
at  8  o'clock  A.  M-  in  the  lecture-room  of  the  Broadway  Tabernacle. 


I^wmmaill  ^ip^'ifi 


During  the  past  year,  the  Comrnittee  have  published  a  second  edition 
of  "An  Anti-Slaverv  Manual ;  or,  the  Wronfrs  of  American  Slavery  ex- 
posed  by  the  light  of  the  Bible  and  of  Facts ;  with  a  Keuiedy  fur  the 
Evil."  This  ^York  was  revised  by  the  author,  has  been  stereotyped,  and  a 
large  edition  published,  primarily  with  a  view  to  its  open  distribution  in 
slave  States.  Two  pamphlet'^,  entitled  "The  Sinfulness  of  Slaveholding,*' 
and  "  Non-Fellowship  with  Slaveholders,  the  Duty  of  Christians,"  have 
also  been  stereotyped,  and  circulated  in  Iventucky  and  elsewhere.  These 
valuable  works,  written  by  a  native  of  Kentucky,  have,  as  the  Committee 
have  reason  to  believe,  done  much  good,  not  only  in  the  slave  States,  but 
in  portions  of  the  free"  States,  where  moral  darkness  on  the  subject  of 
American  slavery,  the  interpretation  of  some  portions  of  the  Bible,  and 
the  duty  of  Christians,  prevails  almost  to  as  great  an  extent  as  in  the 
slave  States  themselves. 

A  large  edition  of  the  last  Annual  EEronr,  with  the  Proceedings  at 
the  Anniversary,  was  printed  and  widely  distributed.  From  various 
quarters  the  Committee  have  learned  that  this  pamphlet  wa'^  well  reccivrd, 
extensively  read,  and  was  the  means  of  awakening  a  new  intertst  in 
behalf  of  the  Anti-Slavery  cause. 

Large  numbers  of  the  Liberty  Almanac,  published  by  the  Conjmittoe, 
have  been  ordered  by  the  friends  of  the  Society  throughout  lli>-  country. 

The  Depositorv  and  Reading-Room,  where  the  anti-shivcry  jiulilica- 
tions  of  the  day,  Enorlish  and  American,  are  rornijarlv  rec-ivcd,  haw  bern 
continued,  and  many  have  availed  thtmsclves  of  the  a(l\aiitag<s  ofllrLd 
by  them. 

In  tliis  connection  the  Committee  are  gralifi'd  to  be  ai>lc  to  slate  that 
the  circulation  of  the  American  Missionary  and  the  National  Era,  both 
off-shoots  of  this  Society,  has  been  ri'giilaily  increa-ing,  so  that  the 
regular   issues  of  each  publication  are  now  about  soventeon   thousand 
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copies,  and  Hmt  tlieso  valuahlf?  papers  arc  es^.-ntially  pr^niotin:;  ihc  anti- 
slavory  cause  in  this  country,  and  t!irou;^diout  \]\>:  world. 

The  Ag.Mit  of  the  Society  in  X-.w-Mnxico  still  ri-niains  in  th;it  t-  rritorv, 
and  is  devotin;^  liis  time  to  the  interests  of  fr.'c.l,jiu  },y  lectur---  ditTu- 
sion  of  publications,  correspondence  with  leading  ne\v'=pa'":;-3  in  th<j  free 
States,  and  other  instrumentalities. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  attended  the  "  National  Convention  of 
the  Friends  of  Fre-nlom,"  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  September  24th,  wh^-re 
animating  speeches  were  dlivered,  excellent  ro solutions  adopted,  and  a 
committee  of  one  in  eaeli  State  appointed  to  call  a  Conveiitiun  fur  the 
nomination  of  candidates  fur  the  office  of  President  and  Vice-1'resident  of 
the  United  States,  at  some  convenient  place,  during  the  ensuing  summer. 
Anti-<lav_-ry  m^n,  of  vari-.-us  opinions,  who  concur  with  the  founders  of 
the  first  National  Association  in  this  country  for  the  overthrow  of  slaverv 
iu  their  declaration  in  1833,  that  there  are  '•ihuhi^di.-t  obliijations  vestino- 
upon  the  peo[)le  of  the  free  States  to  remove  slavery  by  moral  and  poli- 
tical action,"  composed  the  Convention,  and  will,  we  tru-t,  compose  the 
one  soon  to  be  held. 

The  Secretary  had  also  the  pvi\iK'ge  of  attending  the  "Religious  Con- 
vention of  Maine,"'  at  Augr,st:i,  January  21<t,  wh^re  resolutions  of  a  lii'di 
character  were  adopted,  able  addresses  luade,  and  a  committee  ap[.oi[ited 
to  prepare  and  pab!i:di  an  address  to  the  Christians  of  Main.',  respecting 
their  duties  with  reference  to  American  slavery,  to  call  future  meetings, 
and  devise  otlur  me;:5ures.  He  has  devoted  mncli  time  to  correspond- 
ence with  an'.i>la\ery  brethren  iu  England,  Canada  and  the  United 
States,  and  other  countries  ;  to  the  collection,  pr--paration,  and  ])ublication 
of  anti-slavery -•-savs;  to  the  circuhui.in  of  intelli'^ence  to  as  'neat  an 
extent  as  his  health,  and  the  funds  of  the  Socicl3-,  would  adn;it;  anil  to 
intercourse  with  gentlemen  interested  in  t!;e  great  question  of  slavery  and 
the  slave-trade  from  Eur.ipe,  the  West  Indies,  and  other  parts  of  the 
world. 

The  vl~it  to  this  country  and  C;\r.ada  of  Joiix  Scodle,  Esq.,  Secretary 
of  the  British  and  For.Mgn  Anti-Slav  Ty  Society,  la^t  autumn,  in  the 
opportunity  it  otLred  of  a  free  iuterch.uige  of  intormation  and  the  vi.-ws 
of  the  Executive  Commltte.  s  of  both  Societies,  so  long  mutually  cooper- 
ating for  tb.e  univci-sal  extinction  of  slavery  and  the  slave-trad-,  was  highlv 
int  i-estii.g  ai.d  valuable. 

O'A  O.r:  Tiival  of  the  Governor  of  Hungary,  Lolts  Kn.sriii,  the  Coik- 
mit teo  pi.  ■■  ntid  an  address  to  the  iilu.strious  exile,  which  was  courteously 
r  e.  iv.  d.  In  t!i:s  .''ddress,  the  Committee  embodied  some  of  the  mo.,t 
remaikr'/ol^^  declaralions  of  .the  exil  d  statesman  on  the  ri^dits  of  man, 
ap[-lioa''ie  to  the  >t-.te  of  things  iu  t!;is  countrv.  and  v.cre  thus  enabled  to 
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give  tbom  an  extensive  circulation  vitli  tlie  IiIltIi  autboiity  of  lii>  name. 
As  an  act  of  courtesy,  after  tlie  d<'el  nation  oT  Ko?>rTn  tliat  lie  cVul  not 
wish  to  be  entangled  in  difficulties  by  appearing-  to  ally  liinvell  with 
any  party  in  this  country,  the  d-I-gation  that  ]  jvsented  the  aJ<lress 
deemed  it  proper  to  inform  him  distinctly  that  tli*  y  exin-cted  r\o  r>'<ponse. 
thus  leaving  it  to  liim  to  mt-r  lii-  own  views  on  tin-  snhj  ct  of  Ani>rican 
slavery  at  such  tim«^  and  und.r  such  circuin^tanc- «,  as  he  niiglit  see  fit. 
xvr,5snn.  in  hi-  reiilv,  virtually  rre.>2:iiizpd  ard  reiifliini.'d  Hk-  noM''  senti- 
ment-  utt.  r.il  Iv  him  hef^r--  he  vii-ii.  d  thi-  countrv,  and  A\]iich  had  h.fen 
incorporated  into  tip-  addrf-.-s.  Th-'  Committe.-  caimot  but  expie'^--  tleir 
acknowL  dgni.  Ill-  to  him  f.r  th.-  jiroir.j  t  an.l  manly  rcbukr-  h-  alni.iiis- 
tered  to  Kklt-kn  II.  AVai.woi;j  ii.  la'..-  Chaneellor  of  the  Siatp  of  >,'(  w- 
Yorl;,at  AN'a  l.iau'ton,  wh-ii  that  ^. Ml-iiKin  attempted  to  ca- 1  a -bar  upon 
the  antis'.av.iy  citiz-ii^  of  th.-  Unit'  d  State-,  by  crre.nooudy  ;.e  -n-ing 
them  of  s.-ebii.g  improporlv  to  obtain  flora  Ko-mtii  an  exj  V' --ion  ol 
ojiinion  upriii  the  question  of  Am'-ri'-ati  slavery. 

Among  th-  te-timonial-  of  (•...;.t!d-;uce  and  sympalliv  rec-.  .-1  by 
the  Comiiiifr-  the  j^a-t  y.ar,  no;..-  ha'-,  b. -n  more  gratis  i:  g  thai:  the 
lett'-r-  rrc  iwd  f:-.'in  M---:--.  Gi;:;i.\-.  I'.Mi.v.iv,  Co.\n.  1;.o  mm.;  -o-,.  at.d 
GrLirK,ni;--i'jnarirs  at  th--  Sandwifh  ]-I:.ii'ls  acoomj.aiii- d  by  ;:'•  nt  fwur 
hundred  'b.llar-,  co]!,;tb,d  iii  th.  ir  ehurchrs — compo-f-d  rhi'  fly  of  ]  .-r-ons 
convert''']  froru  lrat!i.:ni-m  to  ^'nri-'ianifv  "-iir'''  th'j  cohh!!  '.■ 'i.'.'-nt  of 
th«ai:'!--lav.rv  stru.'i,'!- — f<,r  th'-  j.rwi!iMt;i-!i  o!"  tin-  ati!i--la\.-ry  e:c,>.-.  the 
protection  ar.d  r^b' f  -.n  ]  •■•-on-  aio-Sd  a-  fngilivr'  <.!:i\.-,  and  .a-  a  t' ^ti- 
Konv  of  tin  ;r  ^\iii]  al'i\  in  tl"-  "-i-.  .at  ai;  1  ^  nA  wo)k  in  v-Io-  ii.  t!i  \'  .-av. 
all  tru.'  Cliri-tli'i  fr.  .nifn  -!i.ii;'d  l-   .  i,;j   -j,   ], 

In  tal.ii;-'  ab:!'  f  r-  \i-  v.  of  lb''  ran-  daring'  tla-  ]  ;:  t  v..i!.  v.-  r.(/tic" 
first  the  v.(  r!,i:iL'-  'ft!:-  bng't/.-  S!a\-  A.t.  v,  hirh  ha-  1..-  !i  call,  d  "th'- 
mo'-t  iiif  n  :d  I'd' -I  on  th''-  rana-  f'f  law  \sli:il;  aay  1  rji-latiiri-  Ik:-  i  vcr 
enact<d."  A  -mall  nnmb.  r  of  p.  r-  n  .  .".le  _'•  ■!  lo  b.- fiigitiv-  -l.iv. -.  ]jav" 
been  arr. -t'd  in  th-  fo  ••  Strit—.  1  r  aiidi'  b.  !'•!•■  ' '•  .mini— :o>,.  r-  or  .Ind'i''-, 
adjud_'-'l  to  b  -!.i\.  -.  nianai-].  d.  and.  a'  fh'-  ovp.-n^.-  <  f  the  National 
Governin' lit,  .-'lit  irit'<  b..iid.ii:.-.  '1  h-  la-t  ea--  in  thi-  fity  wa-  that  of 
Horace  I'r.-t-.n.  Th.-- C'oii!m:--ion<  r  h:;-  b.---n  .—  xcivly  e-nMir.  d,  but  la; 
appears  to  li;i\.-  admiai-t.-r.-.l  t!).-  A.  t  :ur. .idin^'  t^.  tl.i-  na-ai.ing  and 
intention  of  it-  fi:ini-  r-.  lb-  d-  -■  rv.:-  c.-ii-u:.-.  th.-n,  f.jr  adm;;)':  S  riii^-  at 
all  sui-li  an  nil!-'  n-timti'.na!  aad  d;;ib.,!' -al  en:i'-tm.iit.  r.ath'-r  ilrtn  for  the 
fidelity  with  whi'h  h'-  aini'-d  t-*  (■•ir:y  onb  witli  l-jn]  stiictia-^.  its 
infamous  ].ro'.  ;-:mIi-.  Tiie  intbvm -r-.  cjUH--',  commi— i-.!:.r-.  jialg.--, 
marshal-,  and  p  .be,  who  act  ia  th'r---  ca--  -.  r.:\-  but  th  -  ia-' Mr;i.-i,t<  of 
the  slav.diold- r-  ati  1  their  N.^rth.-rn  :,l!i.  -  \\!.'.  fram.  d  tlr-  Aet.  all  of 
whom  de-ervedlv  rec  iv..'  tie  indL'nai.t  cen-u;.-  and   c<_.iit' nii-t  of  evcrv 
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one  who  understands  and  reverences  the  law  of  God,  the  Con-tituLion  of 
t!ie  cuuntry,  his  personal  rights,  and  the  rights  of  his  fellow-men. 

The  last  case  that  has  come  to  our  knowledge  is  that  of  a  man  who, 
on  n-sistinrr  an  officer  from  Maryland  sent  to  take  him  into  slavery,  was 
l.v  him  shot  down  dead  iu  the  midst  of  his  fiiends,  and  the  people  of 
Columbia,  Penn.  The  Act  authorizing  these  arrests  is  held  in  such 
-abhorrence  by  the  people  of  the  free  States,  that  we  cannot  expect  it  to 
be  executed  without  the  spilling  of  blood.  As,  however,  the  Act  is  the 
legitimate  result  of  slavery,  a  daring  attempt  of  slaveholders  to  extend 
the  influence  of  the  hateful  system  over  the  whole  country,  an  evidence 
of  the  willingness  of  aspiring  politicians  and  other  interested  persons  to 
sacrifice  principle  to  secure  the  coiiperation  of  the  South  in  their  schemes 
of  an:bition  and  profit,  and  a  determinatioa  to  sustain  slavery  at  all 
hazards,  the  horrible  atrocities  committed  under  it  tend  to  open  the  eyes 
of  the  people,  and  prepare  them  to  throw  oti"  the  accursed  system.  At 
the  same  time,  the  distress  and  ruin  of  so  many  colored  persons,  families, 
and  churches,  occasiuned  by  the  operation  of  this  cruel  and  inhuman  Act, 
excite  the  grief  and  indignation  of  every  person  conversant  with  the 
facL«,  who  is  not  dead  to  feelings  of  humanity  and  justice. 

In  the  famous  Cliiistiana  eas--,  tli^i  Administration,  after  an  expense,  it 
is  said,  of  some  seventy  thousand  dollars  from  the  public  treasury,  has 
been  signally  defeated  in  its  attempt  to  substantiate  the  charge  of  treason 
against  the  thirty-eight  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  who  were  indicted  for 
"  levying  war  against  the  United  States,"  but  who,  it  was  proved,  had  been 
merely  lookers-on,  when  the  slaveholder  Gorsuch  was  killed,  in  his 
assault  upon  a  company  of  colored  persons,  for  the  purpose  of  seizing  and 
reducing  to  slavery  one  of  their  number,  whom  ho  claimed  as  his  slave. 

The  indignant  feelings  of  that  portion  of  the  community  who  are  suffi- 
ciently free  from  political  and  ecclesiastical  ties  to  value  human  rights 
and  paramount  obligations  to  God,  have  found  expression  in  resolutions 
that  have  b^en  adopted  by  conventions  and  other  meetings,  held  in 
various  plac'-s  in  the  free  States,  to  consider  what  duties  are  im^iosed  upon 
Christians  and  patriots  in  reference  to  slavery  in  our  country.  These 
resolutions  reiterate  the  truths  so  often  announced,  that  the  leading 
[tolitical  parties  and  religious  sects  are  recreant  to  the  cause  of  liberty, 
republicanism,  and  Christianity ;  that  the  Church  is  responsible  for  the 
continuance  of  >'.avery ;  tliat  the  Fugitive  Slave  Act  should,  in  all  cases, 
be  disobeyed  ;  and  that  the  friends  of  freedom  and  religion  should  ado[it 
such  measures  as  would  eflectually  promote  the  cause  of  humanity  and 
freedom. 

The  slave  >tatos,  alarmed  at  the  increase  of  free  people  of  color,  and 
jiwtly  believing  that,  as  the  disparity  in  numbers  between  them  and  the 
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slaves  is  legsenod,  slavery  will  be  weakened,  have  been  multiplying  their 
enactments  with  a  view  to  drive  them  from  tlicir  limits,  and  have  found 
abettors,  we  regret  to  say,  among  the  chief  magistrates  and  legislators  of 
some  of  the  free  States.  Indiana  has  distinguished  herself  by  introdu- 
cing into  her  Constitution  a  prohibitory  clause  against  persons  of  color 
becoming  re>idents  or  ciiiz^-ns  of  that  State,  in  violation,  as  is  believtd,  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  This  flagrant  attempt  to  persecute 
and  disfranchise  the  peoj.le  of  color  should  receive  the  condemnation  of 
every  generous  mind  in  the  country,  and  of  every  civilized  nation  on 
earth.  It  cannot  be  denied  that  more  powerful  agencies  are  employed 
than  heretofore,  to  get  rid  of  this  portion  of  our  citizens,  by  direct  or 
indirect  measures.  The  natural  result  has  been  to  alarm  and  exasperate 
the  victims  of  this  cruel  oppression.  But  it  appeare  to  be  the  solemn 
deterniinati')n  of  the  free  people  of  color,  as'a  body,  to  resist  all  schemes 
of  expatriation,  acijuire  education,  property,  and  a  knowledge  of  agricul- 
ture and  useful  mechanic  arts,  and  thus  to  rise  to  respectability  and  com- 
petencv  in  the  country  of  their  birth,  as  Divine  Providence  m?^  afford 
them  the  opportunity.  In  such  laudable  pursuits  we  trust  all  the  true 
friends  of  the  colored  man,  whether  he  be  bond  or  free,  will  cordially 
unit*',  and  afford  such  substantial  aid  as  may  be  justly  desired. 

Neither  our  own  fellow-citizens,  nor  the  friends  of  the  colored  portion 
of  our  population  in  other  countries,  have  been  wanting  in  sympathy 
and  elT-:ctive  aid  to  the  free,  and  to  the  self-emancipated,  who  have  needed 
assistance.  Their  sympathy  and  aid  will,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe, 
contiiiU'-  to  be  liberally  alibrded,  as  the  law  of  God  and  the  claims  of 
humanity  require.  And,  we  trust,  the  British  Government  will  extend 
its  paternal  care  over  the  large  number  of  American  citizens  who  have 
fied  to  Canada,  in  quest  of  personal  freedom  and  an  opportunity  to  labor 
for  themselves  and  the  country  that  shields  them  from  oppression.  The 
"Anti-Slavery  Society  for  Canada"  and  the  "  Ladies'  Association,'"  both 
located  ai  Toronto,  have  done  nobly  in  behalf  of  the  fugitives  and  uni- 
versal liberty,  and  are  entitled  to  the  gratitude  of  all  the  friends  of 
humanity. 

Tiie  Colonization  Societies  are  makinof  new  and  strenuous  efforts  for  the 
removal  of  colored  citizens  to  Africa,  and  it  is  evident  that  unwonted  zeal 
has  been  manifested,  while  liberal  donations  have  been  secured,  to  accora- 
jjlish  the  object.  Individuals  among  the  anti-slavery  ranks,  once  ho'^tile 
to  the  exj.atriation  of  people  of  color,  and  still  inimical  to  what  they  d-em 
the  cruel  jioliev  of  the  Society,  have  recommended  their  emigration 
to  Liberia  ;  and  the  question  is  a'^ked  witli  earnestne««,  Why  oppose 
the  col'jred  j.eople  in  establishing  a  nationality  on  the  coa'^t  of  Africa? 
We  oppose  no  voluntary  and  unforced  emigration  to  Africa,  California, 
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the  West  Indies,  Canada,  or  elsewhere.  For  ten  years  past,  llio  tVi.-nds 
of  this  Society  have  aided  the  anti-shwery  mission  at  Kaw-Mendi,  aiid  seen 
with  pleasure  both  white  and  colored  men  and  women  roinf  to  that 
country,  to  educate  and  Christianize  the  inhabitants.  But  we  ha\e  ovt-r 
been  averse  to  measures  that  fostered  prejudice,  and  placed  the  people  of 
color  in  a  position  that  obliged  them  to  choose  between  two  evils,  and 
virtually  forced  them  from  the  land  of  their  birth  and  choice.  We  Lave 
believed,  also,  that  the  continuance  of  educated  men  of  color  in  this 
country  was  a  great  service,  not  only  to  the  enslaved,  by  giving  them 
hope,  but  to  their  free  colored  friends,  and  to  the  country  itself.  W.;  >till 
believe  so  ;  and  the  description  of  citizens  referred  to,  with  great  una- 
nimity, have  resolved  on  continuing  the  experiment  in  this  country  wL..tli..-r 
industry,  education,  and  moral  conduct  will  not  insure  them  a  respectable 
standing,  the  right  of  citizenship,  and  ihf  privileges  of  Christians.  Mo=t 
heartily  do  we  proffer  tlu;m  our  sympathy  and  assistant,  and  nio,t 
earnestly  would  we  call  upon  the  humane  portion  of  our  countrvm.n, 
especially  upon  the  Church  of  Christ,  to  afford  liberal  and  efficient  aid  to 
the  people  of  colur  in  their  efforts  to  rise  here,  under  all  the  disadvantages 
in  which  they  are  placed.  Instead  of  considering  them  as  exotics  and 
"  nuisances,"  cai)able  of  elevation  only  in  another  heniisphero,  let  them  be 
lookrd  upon  as  f.dlow-citizens  and  fellow-immortals,  entitled  by  the  (.iospel 
and  the  Constitution  to  the  same  privileges  and  inheritance  with  ourselves. 
A  distinguished  politician  has  declared  that  the  law  of  nature  forbade 
the  introduction  of  slavery  into  California  and  Xew-Mexico;  but  h._^  over- 
looked, in  his  haste  to  attain  personal  aggrandizement,  what  history  and 
observation  have  taught,  that  slav.-ry  on  this  continent  orinnated  in  Mxico, 
and  that  gold-producing  countries  have  ever  been  considered  unfavi^r- 
able  to  liberty.  The  country  near  the  Pacific  is  not  an  exemption  from  the 
general  rule,  as  is  seen  by  the  attempts  making  to  force  slavery  into  the 
new  State  and  the  new  territory,  and  to  divide  California,  with  a  view  to 
add  another  slave  State  to  the  Union.  The  eyes  of  the  people  of  the  free 
States  should  be  kept  steadily  fixed  upon  the  persons  who  are  insidiously 
at  work  to  accom])lish  the  object  in  view;  and  both  the  governmenl  of 
California  and  that  of  the  United  States  .-hould  be  watched  wilii  untiring 
vigilance,  to  prevent  the  consummation  of  this  scheme  of  viliaiuy.  This 
is  the  more  necessary,  since  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  <j!eneral 
Governnie-nt  connives  at  the  attempt  to  introduce  slavery  into  both  Cali- 
fornia and  Xew-M»  xico.  Its  appointments  and  other  acts,  from  the  com- 
mencement, furni-h  evidence  of  this,  as  do  the  pro-slavery  acts  of  the 
persons  appointed  to  oflice  that  go  unrebuked.  Governor  Calhoun,  in  his 
message  to  the  Legislature  of  New-Mexico,  used  language  at  once  talse 
and  insulting  with  regard  to  free  i>eop!e-  ut  color,  and  audaciously  recoin- 
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mended  the  passage  of  a  law  to  prevent  their  entrance  into  the  terri- 
toiy. 

Oregon,  al?o,  ha^  passed  an  act  prohibiting  "negroes  and  mulattocs" 
from  comin'T  to  or  residin^c  in  the  territory:  and,  on  the  Chief  Justice 
decidinnr  the  act  to  bo  constitutional  and  valid,  a  colored  man,  the  defend- 
ant  in  the  case  before  liim,  was  ordered  to  leave  the  territory  within  thirty 
days  !  Such  i-  the  influence  exerted  over  the  officers  of  this  new  territory, 
and  the  Administration  tliat  appointed  them,  by  the  slave-power. 

The  Governor  of  Utah,  however,  in  his  annual  me-sage,  speaks  in 
terms  of  decided  disapprobation  of  the  infamous  practice  of  the  Mexican 
population  of  New-M'xico  and  California  purchasing  Indian  children  for 
slaves,  and  of  their  attempts  to  extend  their  traffic  into  the  limits  of  the 
Utah  territorv.  wliile  he  protests  against  all  "dealing  with  human  flesh 
as  propertv.'"  TIip  Mormons,  whatever  may  be  said  of  their  priDcij)les  or 
moral-,  appear  to  have  too  exalted  a  sense  of  justice  and  humanity  to 
tolerato  slavery. 

The  slave  States,  alarmed  at  the  prevalenceof  anti-slavery  sentiment  in 
the  couiitrv.  sen>ltive  to  the  rebukes  of  the  civilized  world,  and  view- 
ing with  dread  the  increase  of  free  people  of  color,  have  adopted  the 
jiolicv  of  mitigating  the  condition  of  the  slaves,  while  they  have  passed 
harsh  and  stringent  laws  on  the  subject  of  emancipating  them,  and  for 
the  exclusion  of  colored  persons  coming  from  other  States.  Individuals, 
feeling  compunctions  of  conscience,  especially  in  view  of  death,  emancipate 
their  slaves,  g.^nerally  on  condition  that  they  go  to  Liberia,  and  frequentlj' 
make  j>roviMnn  for  the  expense  of  their  removal.  Occasionally  slaves  are 
emancipat'''d  by  will,  with  liberty  to  go  to  the  free  States  or  elsewhere,  and 
means  ar^  liberally  j>rovided  to  enablo  them  to  do  so.  This  course  is  so 
unpopular  at  the  South,  that  pains  are  taken  falsely  to  represent  the  con- 
dition of  such  pr'rsori-  when  free,  as  in  the  case  of  the  slaves  liberated  by 
the  will  of  John  JiAsnoi  tit,  worse  than  when  they  were  in  bondage. 

Lynch  law,  n<  it  is  (-a!!"  d.  ciiiiiriues  to  prevail  at  the  South.  Ministers 
of  the  gospel,  performing  mi-sionaiy  lal^jr,  liave  been  roughly  treated,  and 
expelled  from  slave  State-  ;  colporti'urs,  su=[)<--cted  of  circulating  publica- 
tions adverse  to  slavery,  have  Ik'Cu  brutally  used  ;  and  Northern  citizens, 
who  are  suspected  of  symjiathizing  too  cl  'Sfly  with  bondmen,  or  who  utter 
anti-slavery  sentiments,  have  been  summarily  ejected.  Even  the  jurispru- 
dence of  the  South  is,  in  some  respect-,  but.  liltl'j  in  ad\anc'j  of  Lynch  law. 
Judge  Larue,  of  Loui-^iana,  mad''  an  admisMon  full  of  meaning,  wlien, 
recently,  he  instructed  a  grand  jury  that  hard  labor  in  the  penitentiary 
was  no  punishment  at  all  to  a  slave  ;  and  in  accordance  with  this  remark, 
we  have  lately  seen  that  while  a  wealthy  Virginian,  on  being  convicted  of 
whipping  one  of  his  slaves  to  death,  h;\s  been  sentenced  to  the  peniten- 
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tiary  for  five  years,  a  wretched  slave-girl  wlio,  liavin^  disobeyed  a  brutal 
overseer,  Lad,  ia  self-d.:fen?e,  stabbed  tlie  monster,  Las  been  sentenced 
to  be  hanged  I 

Kidnapjiing  is  carried  on  in  the  free  States  to  a  greater  extent  than  i.s 
generally  supposed.  The  Fugitive  Slave  Act  affords  new  facilities  to  its 
success.  Colored  pei^ons  are  taken  to  the  South,  some  under  false  pre- 
tenses, and  some  by  force,  and  sold  as  slaves.  It  is  believed  t];at  villains  at 
the  North,  and  some  of  them  wearing  the  badge  of  office,  are  often  actin-r 
in  concert  with  Southern  miscreants  in  this  atrocious  business. 

The  British  Government  has  taken  such  ofllctive  measures  for  the  pro- 
tection of  her  colored  seamen,  who  have  hitherto  been  imprisoned  in  the 
Southern  citios,  while  the  ve~>f  1.5  to  which  they  belong  remain  in  port,  that 
the  States  of  South  Carolina  and  Louisiana  are  mitigating  the  strino-ency 
of  their  laws  on  the  subject.  Already  the  latter  State  has  provided  that 
such  seamen  from  foreign  countries  may  land  for  their  necessary  duties, 
with  passports  from  the  Mayor.  South  Carolina  seems  disposed  to  adopt 
a  similar  modidcation,  while  she  proposes  to  forbid,  under  heavy  penal- 
ties, colored  seaman  enteiing  her  porta  at  all,  taking  the  hint,  it  is  pre- 
sumed, from  the  Constitutions  of  Indiana  and  Illinois.  It  has  been  well 
said  that  it  is  not  surprising  that  this  now  indignity  should  be  meditated, 
with  reference  to  the  colored  soaint-n  of  the  free  States,  encouraged  as  it 
is  by  the  submission  with  which  the  previous  ones  have  been  received  by 
the  governments  thereof;  but  it  is  believed  that  if  such  a  lav,- is  passed, 
it  will  necessarily  bring  this  cont^-'ntion  between  the  free  and  slave  States 
to  a  judicial  d.'trmination  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States. 

The  condition  of  the  South  claims  the  pity  as  well  as  the  censure  of 
the  North.  While  slavery  subjects  its  victims  to  cruelty,  ignorance, 
degradation,  and  spiritual  darkness,  it  tills  the  master  with  terror,  sur- 
rounds him  and  his  family  with  untold  evils  and  makes  them  more 
mlserabl'^  mciitally  at  least,  than  the  poor  slave.  The  Gospel  is 
not  fully  and  faithfully  preached  in  slave  communities.  Ministers  and 
officers  of  churches  are  implicated  in  the  guilt  of  slavery,  and  families  are 
reared  amidst  all  its  contaminations.  Christianity  h;is  but  a  f;cble  hold 
upon  the  people,  especially  the  male  population.  Supposed  convei-sions, 
both  among  the  whites  and  blacks,  are  too  frequently  spurious.  Men  in 
public  life  are  generally  unprinci[.Ied  and  reckless.  Impoverishment  and 
decay  are  visible  on  every  side,  and  much  of  the  apparent  and  actual 
prosperity  is  the  result  of  Northern  enterprise,  conducted  by  men 
temporarily  residing  in  the  South. 

Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  natural  to  inquire.  What  are  the 
people  of  the  North  doing  for  the  removal  of  such  a  great  calamity  to  the 
South ;  such  a  direful  curse  to  the  whole  country  ?     Our  politicians,  of 
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both  the  great  parties,  appear  ready  to  submit  to  the  "  finality  of  the 
Comproinise,"  even  to  an  acquiescence  with  the  Fugitive  Slave  Act, 
rather  than  be  detached  from  their  political  friends  at  the  South,  and  fail 
in  the  election  of  a  President  who  will  distribute  to  hungry  partisans  the 
"  loaves  and  fishes"  of  office ;  although  large  numbers  of  their  repre- 
sentatives in  Congress,  when  the  Fugitive  Slave  Act  was  passed,  and 
more  recently,  when  the  resolution  in  the  House  respecting  "  the  finality 
of  the  Compromise"  was  under  consideration,  shrunk  from  the  responsi- 
bility of  votinor,  ]ea\-inor  the  resolution  last  referred  to,  to  be  carried  by  a 
majority  of  cme  in  the  non-slaveholding  States,  and  a  majority  of  thirty- 
four  in  the  slaveholding  States.  Too  many  of  our  religious  men,  while 
they  profess  to  abhor  slavery,  especially  the  Fugitive  Slave  Act,  are  indif- 
ferent or  opposed  to  anti-slavery  effort^;.  The  American  Tract  Society, 
and  the  American  Slnday-school  Union,  refuse  to  publish  any  work 
on  the  sinfulness  of  American  slavery,  and  carefully  expurgate  all  senti- 
ments offensive  to  the  South  in  its  reprints  of  foreign  publications.  The 
American  Home  Missionart  Society  supports  upwards  of  sixty  mis- 
sionaries in  connection  with  churches  that  receive  slaveholders  in  their 
communion.  The  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign 
Missions  allow  their  missionaries  among  the  Indians  to  organize  and 
superintend  churches  composed,  in  part,  of  slaveholders  and  slaves.  The 
Presbyterian  General  Assembly,  (O.  S.,)  and  the  Cumberland  Pres- 
byterian General  Assembly  refuse  to  legislate  on  the  subject  of  slavery, 
on  the  plea  that,  a?  spiritual  bodies,  they  have  no  cognizance  of  civil 
matters.  The  Presbyterian  General  Assembly,  (N.  S.,)  while  they 
have  borne  testimony  against  the  evils  of  slavery,  and  assert  that  they 
should  be  corrected  by  discipline,  admit  slaveholders  to  a  seat  in  their 
council,  and  treat  them  in  all  respects  ^'' recti  in  eccIesiaT ,  Other  deno- 
minations, with  some  noble  exceptions,  participate  in  such  sentiments  and 
practices,  and  thus  strengthen  the  hands  of  pro-slavery  ministers  at  the 
South,  who  pretend  to  defend  the  system  of  slavery  from  the  Bible. 

The  pro-slavery  conduct  of  political  men,  born  and  educated  in  the 
free  States,  is  a  subject  of  mortification  and  deep  regret;  but  when  min- 
isters of  the  gospel  and  influential  members  of  churches  stand  aloof  from, 
or  inveigh  against  the  anti-slavery  cause,  it  is  sufficient  to  cause  angels  to 
weep.  We  rejoice  to  know  that,  in  so  many  instances,  men  of  this  class 
are  rebuked  when  in  foreign  countries,  and  that  others  who  have  ever 
refrained  from  taking  any  part  in  the  cause  of  emancipation  here,  on 
visiting  Europe,  to  avoid  deserved  censure  and  neglect,  are  forced  to 
assume  the  character  and  adopt  the  language  of  abolitionists.  We  wish 
it  could  be  said  that  all  anti-slavery  men  abroad,  when  the  true  character 
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of  such  men  has  been  revealed,  instead  of  shielding  and  defending  thera 
in  their  repr-.'hensible  course,  expose  and  condemn  it. 

Amidst  such  discouragements,  it  is  cheering  to  know  that  there  are 
dissentients  among   the   societies,  missionary  boards,   and  ecclesiastical 
assemblies,  who  oppose  the  will  of  the  majority,  and  that  there  are  hun- 
dreds of  ministers  of  different  denominations,  many  churches,  and  some 
associations,  who  have  taken  decided  ground  against  slavery.     The  Free- 
will Baptists  are  thoroughly  anti-slavery,  as  are  the  Wesletax  Method- 
ists.    The  Society-  of  Friends  professes  to  be,  and  some  of  them  are  so, 
both  in  theory  and  practice.     The   Reformed  Presbvteriak,  and  the 
Associate  Reformed  Presbyterian  Churches,  are,  it  is  well  known, 
anti-slavery  in  principle.     Large  portions  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church   are   out-spokeu   abolitionists.       We   rejoice  that   upwards  of 
ninety  missionaries  and  teachers  in  the  free  and  slave  States  of  this  coun- 
try, in  Canada,  in  Jamaica,  in  Western  Africa,  in  the  Sandwich  Islands, 
and  in  Siam,  sustained  by  the  American  Missionary-  Association  and 
its  Auxiliaries,   a  society  founded  by  the  friends   and  officers  of  the 
American  and  Foreign  Anti-Slavery  Society,  are  openly  and  faith- 
fully inculcating  the  anti-slavery  principles  of  Scriptu/e  with  abundant 
success,  in  connection  with  the  missionaries  and  teachers  of  a  few  other 
societies ;    an    example   worthy    of    imitation    by   all    missionaries    and 
teachers  of  the   religion  of  Hira  who  came  to  preach  the  gospel  to  the 
poor,  to  heal  the  broken-hearted,  to  preach  deliverance  to  the  captives, 
recovery  of  sight  to  the  blind,  to  set  at  liberty  them  that  are  bruised. 
It   is    highly  gratifying    to    the    friends  of   freedom    to    know   that   a 
large  number  of  the  students  in  the  colleges  and  theological  seminaries 
of  the  country  are  thinking  for  themselves  on  the  great  subject  of  human 
rights,  as  well  as  on  other  :^ubjects  connected  with  the  w.'lfare  of  man  and 
the  glory  of  God,  with  a  determination  to  use  the  light  that  is  imparted 
to  them,  untrammelled  by  authority  or  usage  that  is  inconsistent  with  the 
two  great  commandments  in  the  Law. 

It  is  a  phasing  consideration  that  we  have,  both  in  Congress  and  the 
State  Legislatures,  men  worthy  of  their  ancestors,  able  defendei's  of  the 
privileges  th-'V  have  inherited,  and  of  the  rights  of  all  their  fellow-citi- 
zcns.  It  is  a  matter  of  gratulation,  also,  that  conventions  of  the  friends  of 
freedom  are  held  from  time  to  time,  in  which  expression  is  given  with 
regard  to  the  anti-slavery  sentiment  that  widely  per\ades  the  community. 
These  conventions,  when  composed  of  men  who  are  decidedly  in  favor  of 
divorcing  the  General  Government  from  all  participation  in  upholding 
human  bondage,  and  abolishing  it  wherever  Congress  has  jurisdiction 
over  the  same,  must  do  incalculable  good,  and  in  time  produce  a  material 
change  in  the  political  condition  of  the  country.  The  National  Conven- 
tion of  the  Fuends  of  Freedom  will,  we  hope,' organize  a  political  party 
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on  such  principles  that  it  will  include  all  the  at^ti-slavery  electors  of  the 
country.  Such  a  party,  conducted  with  disinterested,  enlightened,  and 
consistent  views,  would  increase,  and  finally  sway  the  affairs  of  the 
nation. 

Several  of  the  political  newspapers  and  other  publications  of  the  coun- 
try are  discussing  the  character  and  l>earings  of  slavery  with  boldness  and 
ability  ;  some  of  the  most  distinguished  religious  papers  are  valiant  for 
the  truth  ;  while  the  numerous  avowed  abolition  papers  are  unceasing 
in  their  advocacy  of  emancipation  and  the  rights  of  man.  It  gives  us 
peculiar  pleasure  to  mention  a  work  of  unsurpassed  genius  and  ability 
that  has  recently  appeared,  giving  a  portraiture  of  slavery  in  its  most 
lenient  as  well  as  in  its  most  hideous  form,  entitled,  "  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin, 
or  Life  among  the  Lowly,"  by  Mrs.  Harriet  Beecher  Stowe.  This 
work  is  obtaining  a  wide  circulation,  is  calculated  to  do  immense  good, 
and  will,  we  trust,  under  the  Divine  blessing,  accomj-lish  much  for  the 
slav^-,  fur  the  country,  and  for  Christianity.  The  author  is  not  a  Colo- 
nixationi-t,  though  she  is  in  favor  of  some  of  the  talented  young  men  of 
color  going  to  Liberia  to  assist  in  establishing  a  nationality  there.  In 
this  hill-  differs  from  many  friends  of  the  people  of  color.  It  is  hoped 
that  this  ^^ucces&ful  effort  will  encourage  the  women  of  this  country  in 
rend'-iiiig  their  efficient  aid  to  rescue  the  enslaved  of  their  sex  from  degra- 
dation and  iDisery,  and  in  promoting  the  general  interests  of  the  cause. 

The  people  of  color  have,  during  the  year,  held  conventions,  discussed 
subjects  of  interest,  and  adopted  resolutions  that  have  arrested  the  atten- 
tion and  secured  the  respect  of  their  fellow-citizens.  They  are  more  than 
ever  impressed  with  the  importance  of  remaining  in  this  country,  labor- 
ing in  agricultural  and  in  mechanical  employments,  educating  tli'ir  chil- 
dren and  youth,  and  securing  the  confidence  and  respect  of  their  country- 
men by  deserving  them.  So  far  as  they  accomplish  these  objocL-,  will  the 
spirit  of  prejudice  be  rebuked  ;  and,  in  time,  with  the  downfall  of --lavery, 
be  annihilated.  At  the  National  IndistrialConventiox,  hold  at  Alliany 
during  the  la^t  year,  this  prejudice  was  signally  rebuked.  Several  colored 
delegates  from  auxiliary  bodies  presented  their  credentials  for  srat>.  They 
werd  violently  opposed.  The  subject  was  referred  to  a  coininit'ee,  a 
majority  of  whom  reported  against  the  reception  of  the  credential-  of  the 
colored  delegates.  A  stormy  discussion  ensued,  when  the  credentials  were 
received  by  the  vote  of  a  large  majority. 

Our  coadjutors  of  the  British  and  FoRKKiv  Anti-Si.avf.p.v  Socirnv 
have  continued  their  able  career,  and  the  publication  of  their  intern-ting 
and  useful  organ,  the  Reporter.  Other  Rocieti':-"^  liavo  been  organized  in 
Eiiglaiid,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  that  proini-e  to  bo  efficient  cei-w<iikeis. 
The  intellige-nce,  respecting  the  working-^  of  emancipation  in  the  I'-ritish 
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colonics,  is  highly  encouraging.  Instead  of  being  dependent  on  imported 
8upplie!»,  they  now  subsist,  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  furniei  ly,  from 
the  soil.  The  conduct  of  the  emancipated  classes  is  commendable  ;  and 
were  a  comparison  to  be  made  between  their  present  and  their  pr>  virma 
state,  it  would,  we  are  assured,  be  found  that  no  people  on  earth  ever 
made  greater  progress  in  the  same  length  of  time.  The  Portl  iuese 
Government  is  said  to  be  preparing  to  decree  the  entire  extinction  uf 
slavery  in  its  possessions,  as  also  more  stringent  measures  for  suppressing 
the  traffic  generally  on  the  coast  of  Afri-.a.  The  slave-trade  has  greatly 
diminished  in  Brazil,  owing  to  the  course  taken  by  England  v.ith  that 
power ;  and  it  is  evident  that  there  is  a  relaxation  of  the  system  of  slav- 
ery throughout  the  civiliz<.'d  wurM.  The  opinion  of  maukiu'I  is  against 
it ;  and  though  it  may  be  rampant  awhile,  yet,  being  a  doomed  institution, 
it  will  expire  before  the  pr';)gr(;ss  of  j^ublic  opinion  and  the  fiat  of  the 
Almighty. 

Among  the  deaths  in  the  anti-slavt.ry  ranks  the  }  ;ist  y>ai,  the  C<jm- 
mittee  would  notice  that  of  the  late  \enerable  Isaac  T.  I1oi'im;i;,  an  early, 
fearless,  and  indefatigable  laborer  in  the  cause.  II.;  was  einphatic:dly 
the  colored  man's  friend  ;  their  welfaro'  lay  n..ar  hishcurt ;  and  he  labored 
for  them  in  season  and  out  of  se;ison,  v.iih  unusual  int.llig'.-nce,  adroit- 
ness, and  success. 

The  Committee  notice,  with  much  satisfaction,  that  an  Address  h;is 
recently  appeared,  signed  by  several  influential  citizens,  highly  approving 
the  principles  and  measures  of  this  Society,  and  comniL-nding  it  to  the 
favor  and  liberal  support  of  the  community.  They  indulge  the  hope 
that  this  appeal  may  be  so  responded  to,  that  the  funds  and  intlu.nce  of 
the  Society  will  be  greatly  increased. 

The  Committee  do  not  despond.  On  the  contrary,  tluy  believe  there 
has  been  no  period  since  the  commencement  <jf  the  anti->lavery  struggle 
when  there  was  more  need  of  agitation,  or  the  united,  resolute,  and  per- 
severing exertions  of  the  friends  of  the  cause.  For  the  accom{)li<hment 
of  the  obj.-cts  of  the  Society,  funds  are  reipii-it..' ;  and  the  Committee  would 
earnestly  appeal  to  the  members  of  the  Society,  and  to  anti-slavery  frieu'i^^ 
every  where,  f'>r  the  sinews  of  this  moral  warfare.  The  Committee  appeal 
to  ministers  of  the  gospel,  and  to  the  churche^^,  to  pray  for  th-  cau^',  and 
contribute  niean^  to  carry  it  on  in  a  way  ci>rre.-pondiiig  to  iis  iini»oitance, 
and  to  the  whole  band  of  nii->iouaries  sustained  by  the  ciiuiches  in  this 
country,  to  examine  into  the  [»rineiples  of  our  association,  commend  the 
cause  to  their  flocks,  and  unile  with  them  in  atTording  their  prayerful  and 
pecuniary  jtssistance,  while  they  labor  to  deliver  one  sixth  part  of  the 
people  of  the  United  Slates  from  heat!ieni<m  as  dark  and  deadly  as  pre- 
vails in  any  part  of  the  world.     Commending  the  cause  to  the  fa\or  and 
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Messing  of  God,  they  conclude  this  report  in  tlio  eloquent  wori-  of  Lord 
Morpeth  respecting  slavery  in  the  United.  States,  uttered  afl'^  r  his  visit  to 
'lifferent  parts  of  the  country : 

"  The  crowning  evil,  the  capitxil  danger,  the  mortal  plagu- -^['Ot,  is  slav-  • 
^ry.  I  have  not  disclaimed  the  original  responsibility  of  inv  own  coun- 
try in  introducing  and  riveting  it  uj-on  her  dependencies.  I  do  not  dis- 
guise the  portentous  difficulties  in  the  way  of  adequate  renrie<]y  to  the 
great  and  growing  disease,  lint  I  cannot  shut  my  eyes  on  tlii-.  fact,  that 
tt'hili  it  lasts,  it  nui^t  still  continue,  in  addition  to  the  actual  amount  of 
Biifi'cring  and  wrong  which  it  entails  on  the  enslaved,  to  operate  with 
terrible  rfuctiun  on  the  dominant  cla«s,  to  blunt  the  moral  sense,  to  sap 
domestic  virtue,  to  degrade  independent  industry,  to  check  the  onward 
hmrch  of  ent.rprise.  to  sow  the  seeds  of  suspicion,  alarm,  aiid  vengeance 
In  both  internal  and  cNternal  intercourse,  to  distract  the  national  coun- 
peU,  to  ilireal-:n  the  permanence  of  the  Union,  and  to  leave  a  brand,  a 
by  word,  and  a  je.-t  upon  the  name  of  freedom." 

J'"rom  such  a  dei)]oiable,  disgraceful,  and  ruinous  state  of  things,  may 
i(  b"  the  devout  aspiration  of  every  Christian  aud  rATRiOT  in  the  land, 
'•"(»D  Lord,  deliver  vs  ! 


^ms^S^jiiiTi^^  <^;?eMwiio 


Agreeably  to  atljournmtnt  yeitenlay,  a  meeting  of  the  S'^ciety  and  friends  of  the 
slave  was  held  in  the  Iccture-roora  cf  the  Broadway  Tabernacle,  May  lith,  at  8 
o'clock  .\.M.  The  Provident  and  Vire- Presidents  of  the  Society  being  absent,  the 
chair  was  occupied  by  James  Wakxik,  E=q. 

In  the  absence  uf  the  Recordin:,'  S<  cr.jtary,  Rev.  Charles  R.  Ray,  Dr.  James  Mc- 
Cl'ne  SiiiTri  was  appointed  Secretary  j.ro  Irin. 

Prayer  was  otTcred  liy  Rev.  William  L.  Colman.  of  B.-llevuo,  Iowa. 

Messrs.  S.  S.  Jocdyri,  Piincm  Dunbar,  and  W.  L  Colman  were  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee to  nomiirUe  i.lKcers  for  the  ensuin?  vear. 

On  motion,  it  was 

TicW.v../,  Tiiat  ihi;  Anm;al  Rli-ort,  nf  wliicli  .m  abstract  wa^  rcid  at  the  meetin'' 
ycsterd.iy.  be  ]iu>)'i-li'M|  tiudfr  the  dir.rti'-n  of  tin;  K.vccsuiv.-  Conimittt-e. 

Rco'r,,!,  That  all  ladies  and  Ljcntleinen  pre-ent,  whether  niembers  of  the  Society 
or  not,  be  invited  to  [larticipate  in  ih-  j)ruoe<.'ding9. 

Lewis  Tai'1'\n  -ubiiiitted  the  followin;^  resolution: 

Iiexolr,.i  That  wo  v-iierate  the  memory  of  our  deceased  brother.  Isaac  T.  Hofpek, 
who.se   abl.-,  di-iut  ■res-e<),  and  successful  labors  on   behalf  of  the  slave  w^re  the 

di5tin-ui.d..'n;,'  oii.ir.i.tfri^tios  of  hi<  I, mi;  and  usetul  life,  and  will  .Mn^^.'dtn  his  inotnr.iy 
in  the  henrts  of  bo;li  l^ond  and  free,  while  ■^t.-rn  iiiter,'rity  i>f  purpo-e  and  indomitable 
perseverance  in  philanthropy  shall  be  apjireciated  and  "honored. 

Tlie  mover  .said  he  had  hail  the  privilege  of  being  acquainted  with  the  deceased 
friend  many  years,  and  he  had  been  well  known  not  only  to  all  the  abolitionists  of  this 
city  and  vicinity,  and  to  large  numbers  elsewliere,  but  to  nearly  all  who  were  engaged 
in  philanthropic  etforl-  of  any  kind  ;  for  .Mr.  Hopper  was  a  man  of  enlarged  and  varied 
benevolence.  It  li.ad  been  said  by  Jom  [  h  Bonaparte,  when  in  this  country,  that  he 
resembled  iho  K,i  peror  Napoleos.  He  was  truly  a  Napoleon  in  phihinthropv.  He 
was  also  the  arehitect  of  success  in  all  the  departments  of  beuevolence  to  which 
he  devoted  himself.  He  did  not  agree  with  -^onie  of  those  engaged  with  him  in  the 
anti-slavery  cause  in  all  their  religious  opinions,  but  he  gave  pi.ictical  evidence  of 
his  love  to  his  fellow  men,  and  thus  exhibited  an  cx:imple  worthy  <i{  the  imitation  of 
all  who  knew  him.  They  all  honored  his  ciueer  of  benevolence,  and  vener:ited  hjji 
memory. 

Dr.  Smith  said  he  was  gratified  when  the  gentleman  who  preceded  him  paused, 
and  omitted  t.>  say,  "  architect  of  his  own  /"o;/ «?!«."  We  mu.-t  go  to  a  high,  r  law 
for  an  .  xplanatioti  of  what  Mr.  Hopper  was;  he  was  the  architect  of  something 
higher  than  fortune. 
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The  resolution  was  onaniniously  ndopted,  and  tbe  Secretary  was  directed  to  send 
a  copy  to  the  bereaved  family  of  the  deceased,  and  to  publish  it  in  the  daily  papers. 
The  following  resolution  was  ofifered,  and  adopted  without  discussion : 

Retdved,  Tliat  the  prorrress  of  anti-slavciy  seBtimont  in  this  country,  and  the  pre- 
sent aspect's  of  the  anti-slavery  cause,  while  they  call  for  devout  ^latitude  to  the 
God  of  the  oppressed,  should  call  forth  active  exertion,  and  liberal  conti  ibutii.ns  ou 
the  part  of  ev(  rv  man  and  woman  in  the  countr}-  who  prizes  liberty,  and  considers 
it  the  birthright  of  evtry  fellow-creature. 

The  following  resolution  was  then  ofifered  : 

JicsohiJ  That  the  l'xLCuti\  e  Committee  be  instructed  (o  employ  agents  and  lec- 
turer-', to  a'pp'id  for  fund:*,  jirculatc  information,  and  adopt  vigorous  measures  for 
the  advancement  of  the  cause. 

Mr.  JonavN  advocated  the  resolution.  We  had,  he  said,  suffered  for  want  of 
lecturers  and  agont.s.  No  as.sociation  prospered  unless  it  employed  agents  to  difTute 
inforniati'ii)  and  collect  funds  ;  and  we  mu.st  have  agents  to  do  this,  and  keep  alive 
the  anti-.-lavej^  sj)irit.  We  must  educate  the  rising  generation  to  anti-.'lavery  prin- 
ciple-, bef'TC  slavery  will  be  abolished — before  we  can  succeed — unless  God  should 
work  a  miracle,  which  he  did  not  expect. 

I;.  V.  Mr.  Kankin,  of  Connecticut,  was  in  favor  of  agents  ;  and  he  wished  that,  in 
ad  liii'iU  to  agents  for  tlie  masses,  we  could  send  out  agents  of  high  qualification?,  who 
could  move  the  eminent  men  in  the  community.  It  often  happened  that  an  inf-  rior 
cla.-<  of  men  were  employed  on  such  a  service ;  but  this  cause  required  men  of 
ability  and  character,  and  we  ought  to  have  them,  even  if  it  requires  a  large  outlay 
of  money. 

Itev.  ])lnc.\x  Dr.\B.\R  regi-etted  that  this  Society  had  been  so  behind  hand  in  this 
matter  of  agents.  The  employment  of  active  and  energetic  agents  wa-,  in  his 
opinion,  absolutely  necessary.  The  means  were  abundant,  and  suitable  agents  could 
draw  the  gold  into  the  Society '.s  treasury.  When  he  reflected  upon  the  meeting 
yesterday — and  seldom  had  he  seen  so  influential  a  meeting — he  was  anxious  to 
follow  up  the  doings  by  a  system  of  agencies  tliat  would  supply  the  wants  of  tbe 
Society  in  the  promotion  of  the  great  objects  it  contemplated. 

Kev.  Mr.  Chenkv  thought  the  Society  wanted  agents  who  would  go  to  the  great 
body  of  the  people  rather  than  agents  of  high  talent  What  we  desire  is,  that  our 
jiriuciples  be  carried  to  every  school-district  in  the  land  ;  that  steady,  working  men 
i-hould  be  emjiloyed  to  reach  the  hearts  of  the  people  with  our  publications,  and 
especially  with  the  living  voice.  Men  of  high  talent  will  not  ordinarily  engage 
unless  the  crowd  is  first  on  their  side  ;  then  they  will  join. 

The  discus.Mon  was  here  suspended,  while  Mr.  Jocely.v,  on  behalf  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Nominations,  made  their  report,  as  follows: — 

Prefihient. — Aktiu'r  Tapp.^n. 

Vicc-Prci,tJrnts. — F.  Jllius  Le  Mov.s'e  and  William  .Jay. 

Comspondiiig  Secntary. — Lewis  Tappan. 

liecurding  Srcrefar;/. — James  McCl'.ne  Smith, iLD. 

Treasurer. — Willl\m  E.  WnniNO. 

Exfrnlivr  f'umm'itt^e. — Arthur  Tappan,  S.  S.  .Jocelyn,  William  .Tav.  Lewis  Tappan, 
William  E.  Whiting.  Joshua  Leavitt,  S.  E.  Cornish,  James  Warner,  Alexander  Mar- 
doiiald.  Ariiol.l  EufTum,  George  Whipple,  Tliomas  Ritter,  J.  W.  C.  rennington,  E.  D. 
Culver,  D.  C   Landing,  Henry  Bclden,  and  A.  N.  Freeman. 
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Qjir^'sponding  Members. — Joseph  Stiirge,  George  William  Alexander,  Samuel 
B(jwly,  J.ilin  SctjLle,  and  Thomas  Harvey,  Esqa.,  Rev.  James  Carlile,  D.D.,  and  Rev. 
J.  IL)ward  Ilinton,  of  England  ;  Professor  Ackersdjke,  Utrecht,  Holland  ;  Dr.  Carove, 
IVaiikfort,  Germany;  M.  Isambert,  Paris;  K  D'Instant,  Hayti ;  W.W.Anderson, 
Esq.,  Jamaica;  Rev.  John  Galloway,  New-Brunswick;  J.  H.  Collins,  Esq.,  Illinois; 
Hun.  S.  C.  Stevens,  Indiana ;  Hon.  S.  P.  Chase,  Ohio ;  Professor  C.  D.  Cleveland, 
Pennsylvania;  William  Goodell,  Xew-York;  Rev.  G.  W.  Perkins,  Connecticut; 
John  0.  Whittier,  Massachusetts  ;  ReV.  Dr.  Willis,  of  Toronto,  Ciuiada  ;  and  'nu)mas 
Jones,  Esq.,  of  Barbadoes. 

The  report  was  adopted,  and  ihm  the  above-named  persons  were  elected  officers 
of  the  Society  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  discussion  on  the  resolution  w.^3  then  resumed. 

Mr.  Tapp.^n  said  he  ngreed  with  Mr.  Cheney.  Still,  if,  in  addition  to  men 
adapted  to  the  great  body  of  the  people,  the  Society  had  funds  to  employ  men  of 
more  influence  with  the  cla.-scs  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Raukin,  it  would  be  well.  He 
then  adverted  to  an  Address  prepared  by  some  friends  of  the  Society,  recom- 
mending it  to  public  favor,  a  few  copies  of  which  had  been  laid  on  the  Secretary's 
table  for  distribution.  It  had  been  sent  to  more  than  a  hundred  fjentlemen,  in  different 
parts  of  the  country,  for  their  signatures;  and  it  had  operated  also  as  a  feeler  of 
public  sentiment.  He  unde-rstood  tliat  some  forty  or  more  persons  had  signed  it, 
and  that  it  would  soon  be  published,  \vith  their  names.  Some  gentlemen  had  not 
signed  it,  owing  tu  exceptions  taken  to  a  few  sentenced,  and  others  for  various 
reasons.  Mr.  Tappan  also  .-pjoke  in  favor  of  increased  efforts,  new  publications,  more 
liberality  on  the  j)art  of  abolitionists,  and  a  revival  of  the  .spirit  tiiat  pervaded  the 
anti-slavery  men,  women,  and  children  of  the  country  in  years  past. 

Mr.  Arnold  Bifi  lu  advocated  the  resolution,  and  spoke  of  the  necessity  imposed 
on  those  who  had  the  means  to  labor  for  the  three  millions  of  the  inhubitauts  of  this 
country,  who  had  no  tongues  of  their  own  to  tell  tiieir  wrongs.  He  said  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Society  to  send  forth  agents  to  plead  their  cause,  and  speak  in  their 
behalf. 

Mr.  E.  D.  HoaTOx,  of  Wisconsin,  spoke  of  the  efforts  making  in  his  State  for  the 
promotion  of  the  cause.  There  all  tiU<e  hold  of  the  wc/rk.  They  demand  that  the 
churches  deliver  themselves  from  all  connection  with  slavery.  Slill,  for  general  pur- 
poses, he  thought  agem-ies  very  necessary,  and  he  also  coincided  with  the  remarks 
made  by  Mr.  Cheney.  Men  arc  wanted  to  go  from  house  to  house,  with  bundles  of 
anti-slavciy  pamphlets,  like  the  coljxirteurs  of  the  Tract  Society,  to  do  also  what 
they  tild  not  do,  talk  in  favor  of  the  colored  pagans  in  the  slave  States. 
The  resolution  was  then  adapted. 
Dr.  S.M.^rii  then  iutroduced  the  following  resolutions: 

Ecsofr'-tl,  That  the  warm  tluiuks  of  this  meeting  be  presented  to  Mrs.  Harriet 
Bcechcr  Stowe,  for  writin.,'  t!ij  inimitably  beautiful  and  truthful  ?tory,  cjilled  "  Uncle 
Tom's  Cabin,"  and  tiiat  we  ivj.iice  that  tiie  Almighty  is  awakening  the  finest  literary 
talent  of  the  country  ti)  lay  its  be-t  otYerings  on  the  altar  of  human  freedom. 

liesoli'')/,  Tiiat  w'e  call  u[>ou  the  women  of  the  United  States  earnestly  and  zeal- 
ously to  follow  in  the  gloriou-i  path  laid  out  for  them  by  Harriet  Beecher  Stowe, 
Grace  Greenwood,  and  Lydia  M.  Child. 

Dr.  Smith  eulogized  "  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin,"  and  said  its  success— unexampled  as 
it  wa3 — proved  the  depth  and  thebreadth  of  the  anti-slavery  feeling  in  this  country. 
The  writer  had  touched  u  vein  richer  than  California  gold,  and  would  be  followed 
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by  a  Lost  of  imitators.  If  there  was  romance  in  the  country,  it  ■was  in  the  rektlon.s 
between  masters  anJ  slaves,  and  in  the  mixt-d  reh.itif>ns  growing  out  of  them.  He 
then  proceeded,  at  some  length,  to  criticise  the  critic  of  tljc  Lilrrar)/  World,  vho 
had  turned  thLs  beautiful  sUny  into  ridicule,  while  it  puffed  a  woik  of  fiction,  on 
the  other  side,  without  merit  or  invention. 

Mr.  TAPr.AN-  said  Mr.  Jewett  iia  1  sold  abjut  a  tliousand  copies  o(  tlie  work 
every  day  since  it  was  published,  or  :,0,im)  copie;  in  ciglit  wceh'^— a  sale  that  was 
unparalleled  in  this  country,  and,  lie  believed,  in  the  whole  world.  Tiie  autlior 
■was  present  at  the  meeting  yesterday.  She  intends  employing  her  gifted  mind  still 
further  in  behalf  of  the  down  trodden  in  this  land.  Doubtless  there  will  be  imita- 
tors, a-s  Dr.  Smith  lias  observeil.  A  Boston  bookseller  informed  him  that  a  distin- 
guished gentk-uiun  in  jiassacliusetts  had  already  commenced  a  ■woik,  to  be  entitled 
the  Fugitive  Sl.^\  l. 

Dr.  Smitij It.  is  :uc:i,'etted  by  a  gentleman  near  me  that  it  is  D.\N!i:i.  Webster. 

(Great  laught.T.) 

Mr.  Tapi'-^n,  in  c.aitinualiou,  said,  the  wumen  of  tlic  country  can  do  much  for  the 
antislavcrv  cau-e,  and  they  have  dune  nobly.  Mrs.  Child's  work,  "An  Appeal  on 
behalf  of  Aniericans  called  Africans,"  did  much  good.  When  pubhJied,  abolitionists 
did  what  ni;i!iv  are  now  doing  w  ith  Mrs.  Stowe's  work,  gave  or  loaned  tht-m  to  th(  ir 
friends,  an  1  to  o-Lhcr  persons  whomthi^y  could  persuade  to  read  them.  In  the  vt-ry  title 
of  the  work  there  is  genius.  There  v.-ere  other  anti-slavery  women  who  were  labor- 
in"-  in  ihf  ca".i-e  of  general  philanthropy.  Ue  instanced  Mrs.  Nichol:on,  whose  "Ire- 
land's WiIlouk'  to  the  Stranger,"  and  "Famine  in  Ireland,"  have  exerted  a  good 
influence;  for  the  Irish,  though  not  black,  suffered  great  wrongs,  and  he  was  happy 
to  perceive  that  the  respected  authoress  was  present.  He  then  mentioned  several 
f^-.cts,  showing  the  extraordinary  interest  taken  in  Mrs.  Stowe's  "LilV  of  the 
Lowly."  Sonir',  he  said,  called  it  a  liciion.but  it  was  a  narrative  of  fact-,  in  the  form 
of  a  work  of  fiction.  He  said  a  person  had  tuld  him  that  he  could  not  believe  several 
of  the  stories;  and  he  mentioned  the  escape  of  Eliza  across  the  Ohio  river,  as  being 
altogether  too  incredible. 

Me  Cook. — It  is  true ;  I  know  the  man  who  helped  her  out  of  the  river. 
Mr.  Tape.^n  continued.  He  said  a  lawyer  in  this  city,  a  member  of  the  Union 
Safetv  CoMMiTTr.E,  told  him,  pleasantly,  that  he  verily  feared  "  Uncle  Tom's 
Cabin"  WLiuId  break  down  the  Committee!  (Great  laughter.)  Now,  snid  Mr.  T. 
after  so  much  good  seed  has  been  sown  so  widely  by  th;it  publication,  is  the  time  to 
employ  agents  to  go  through  the  country  and  gather  the  fruit. 

Dr.  RiTTEu  and  Rev.  Cuaeles  B.  Piay  made  some  remarks  with  reference  to  cir- 
culating the  work,  the  importance  of  having  a  cheaper  edition,  ic.  ;  after  which  the 
resolutions  were  adopted. 

A    COLLECTION. 

Mr.  Taepan  said:  A  friend,  who  is  present,  has  put  into  my  hands  an  excellent 
resolution,  which  he  appears  too  modest  to  offer  himself,  and  therefore  he  sliould 
offer  it  in  his  behalf.  It  contains  the  words,  "  Pay  the  bearer  twenty-fjve  dollara." 
(Clieers  )     He  hoped  the  resolution  ■would  be  seconded  and  carried  unaniniOUsly. 

Du.  Ilitti.u. — 1  second  the  resolution. 

Mr.  A.  M.iedonald  and  Dr.  Kilter  were  then  app'iinted  a  committee  t^)  lake  up  a 
collection  f  >r  the  cause.  TIipv  soon  reported  that  Ih"  sum  co'l'-C  •!  w:i>  *S7,  and 
that  a  g-  rilli  •n;iM  had  agreed  to  pav  ?.!>00  tmvard-'  carrvit:_'  out  the  s i;:.'Lrestiuns 
made  f..r  emjiloyiiig  agent-,  <tc.,  should  the  Committee  enter  uj/ai  a  vigorous  course 
of  action  in  j'ur^uance  thereof 
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ilr.  George  Dow-yiNO  moved  the  fullowing  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  tlie  fundamental  idea  of  an  American  Anti-Slavery  Society,  is 
the  common  brotluiliood  of  tlie  free  and  the  enslaved  ;  and  to  accompli~h  for  b(ith 
free  and  the  enslaved  the  possession  of  equal  civil  and  religious  privileges  in  thia 
their  common  country. 

Resolved,  That  tlit  se  essential  ideas  of  anti-slavery  are  antagonistic  to  coloniza- 
tion, or  the  organized  migration  of  any  man  from  tliese  United  States,  for  the  special 
object  of  obtaining  civil  or  religious  freedom,  or  the  free  exercise  of  his  faculties  iu 
any  way.* 

The  mover  believed  that  abolitionists  ^vere  not  taking  the  high  ground  they  for- 
merly did  against  the  colonization  scheme.  Mr.  Beecher  said  yesterday,  he  believed 
the  motives  of  some  of  the  colonizationists  were  good.  He  could  not  agree  to  that. 
He  said  he  asked  for  no  favor,  bat  he  demanded  liberty  as  a  right.  The  same  prin- 
ciple that  led  to  striking  him  down,  led  to  striking  down  the  ■white  man  also.  The 
sale  of  "Uncle  Tom's  Cabin"  is  a  proof  (jf  the  extensiveness  of  anti-slavery  senti- 
ment 

Mr.  T.UTAN  said  li^'  was  not  surprised  at  the  sensitiveness  of  colored  men  on  this 
subject.  If  he  were  a  colored  man,  he  .^iiould  probably  feel  as  much  or  more.  In 
reference  to  colonizitioni-^ts,  he  thi>ught  it  woijld  not  do  to  a=cribe  bad  motives  to 
such  men  as  Ciiiof-Justico  Houndlowep.,  whose  letter  was  read  at  the  meeting  yes- 
terday. With  r'gar  I  to  the  advice  given  George,  near  the  close  of  Mrs.  Stowe's 
book,  to  go  to  Liberia,  lie  wa-*  sorry  it  was  in-erted;  but  the  author  is  not  a  coloni- 
zationist.  Hi  r  i  li-a  is,  tint  some  of  our  taktitcd  young  men  might  advantageously 
go  to  Liberia  to  t'  rni  a  natiin.ility  there,  inilependently  of  any  Cohjnization  Society. 
•She  rcpu.liat'S  all  covrcivo  measures  for  the  expatriation  of  either  bond  or  free. 
Still,  he  regretted  -lie  had  said  any  thing  on  the  subject  in  her  valuable  work. 

Rev.  .Joii.v  R  \NKiN,  of  Ohio,  said  lie  was  sorry  to  have  the  colonization  question 
ever  in*ro  hi 'cd  into  their  meetings.  It  did  great  mischief.  The  object  of  tiie  great 
mass  of  the  advocates  of  colonization  undoubtedly  was,  to  make  it  a  safety-valve, 
to  prevent  the  boat  from  b.Mng  blown  up  by  the  pressure  of  too  much  steam.  We 
ought  to  repudiate  the  very  name  of  colonization.  It  was  a  slander  on  the  gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ,  to  say  that  men  cannot  be  elevated  here.  Iu  the  colonization  States 
they  would  allow  their  children  to  play  with  dogs,  but  not  with  colored  children- 
When  he  first  came  to  Ohio,  no  man  could  be  elected  to  an  office  who  avowed  him- 
self in  favor  of  sla\  ery  e)r  colonization  ;  but,  after  the  Colonization  Society  became 
popular,  not  an  abolitionist  could  be  elected  to  any  office.  Such  was  the  intluence 
of  the  Colonization  Society  in  Ohio.  The  colored  population  were  reg.arded  by 
some  as  perfect  nuisances.  He  thought,  therefore,  that  this  Society  ought  to  avoid 
talking  about  colonization  at  all.  The  gospel  makes  all  men  equal  Instead  of 
colonizing,  lot  us  evangelize  blaeks  and  whites  together. 

Mr.  Ray  feared  the  resolution  adojited  yesterday  would  be  misunderstood 
or  misrepresented.  It  would,  ho  feared,  be  used  by  some  colonizationists  as  Mr. 
Birney's  address  was.  That  had,  in  his  opinion,  deme  much  harm.  He  was  entirely 
opposed  to  any  colored  man  going  to  Liberia  voluntarily  or  otherwi-e. 

•  Theao  riMolulions,  ti.,'ethir  with  a.  third  that  was  ovHntually  laid  on  the  taMe,  underwent  fuU 
(liscii.^sioD,  involviii;  ihit  merits  of  tho  Colonization  Society.  Il  was  thoui^bl,  at  first,  by  s^me  o'' 
the  !)retlirni,  that  ihu  ll.ird  ruiolutioi),  adopted  yosttrday,  fuTored  thul  Socitly,  auU  that  the  last 
ch.il'ler  ol'  ••  I  ■n<  !i)  To!u'«  i '  il.iu  or  Life  umoii<5  the  Lowly,"  had  the  -aine  aspect.  Kxpliiiiitinn?, 
were  made,  alter  wh^cli  the  mover  pr"f)o>ed  to  modify  his  other  resohuion  ;  but,  with  his  consent, 
it  wns  finally  laid  Mp'in  'he  tab'u;  therefore  tho  debuto,  =0  far  aa  it  relates  to  that  resolution,  is 
omitted. 
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Rev.  J.  B.  GuiNNr.1.1,  .«aid  ho  (lifTorcd  from  brother  Ray.  The  Colonization  Society 
bad  clianged  its  taclic-',  and  Liberia  is  not  now  under  the  direct  influence  of  that 
Society.  The  pcoj.le  -wi-re  iudependeut.  He  wai?  willing  that  the  colored  man 
should  have  an  opp  jrtunity  there  to  prove  -wluit  ho  could  do.  If  the  colonization- 
ists  will  stick  to  their  cni^titution,  afford  aid  only  to  those  who  sincerely  desire  to 
try  their  f«irtune.-  at  Liberia,  he,  for  one,  would  throw  no  obstacles  hi  their  way. 

Dr.  Smith  saiii  b'-  'w'as  glad  tliis  dl.-cussion  had  taken  place.  'Whatever 
poij-on  there  was  in  the  resolution  had  now  its  antidote.  Abolitioni't.s  had  been 
compl.iiic  ]  of  by  .=ome  colored  men,  because  they  had  not  afforded  them  the  mate- 
rial aid  til.  V  had  expected.  They  bad  thought  that  all  that  was  necessary  was  to 
conteii.i  for  the  manhood  of  black  men.  This  they  have  done,  and  he  thought  it 
was  all  that  c--uld  be  rea.=onribly  expected.  No  colored  man  had  a  right  to  expect 
to  b'.;  trcattnl  b 'tter  than  white  men.  He  said  that  he  had  said  nothing  about  the 
advice  given  t'>  Colored  men  in  Mr.s.  Stowe's  book,  when  he  moved  the  resolution  of 
tliank<,  and  he  wu-  too  thankful  for  the  sunlight  to  be  finding  fault  with  its  spots. 
?or  one,  h''  wanted  no  props.  Let  them  all  be  taken  from  the  colortd  people.  He 
should  1m-  i:!a.l  to  see  the  kst  prop  removed,  so  that  they  would  stand  forth  in  their 
own  manhood.  There  is  a  manhood  in  the  colored  race  here  in  the  United  States, 
but  it  i-  .'t'  n  by  few  in  the  commuuity  that  surrounds  tliem.  They  wi.^h  us  to  go 
tr)  Afrii-a,  to  erect  gorgeous  temples,  and  to  have  governorships.  They  are  so 
blind  I'l  a"  til  y  do  not  sc-  the  great  throbbings  of  humanity  in  the  hearts  of  black 
men  here  in  their  midst. 

]'rofe-sor  WiiuTLE  sai  1,  he  agreed  with  the  two  resolutions  offered  by  Mj-.  Down- 
ifiij.  Th-  Committee  had,  as  individuals,  assisted  colored  men  in  thi?  country 
.'•ome  had  given  tliousands  of  dollars.  Akthur  Taitan  had  given  ?lii,'"^0  to  the 
Oberlin  Institute,  because  it  admitted  colored  men.  He  now  saw  in  the  room  a 
man  ( U<  v.  Chaiiles  Avery,  of  Alleghany  City,  Pa.,)  who  had  given  820,000  to 
build  a  seminary  for  colored  people.  All  that  the  resolution  adopted  yesterday 
meant  was,  that  they  would  not  oppose  colored  men  going  to  Africa,  as  they  would 
not  oppose  white  men.  It  may  not  have  been  wise  to  have  introduced  it  at  all,  but, 
il  It  Wire  an  error,  it  was  one  of  the  head  and  not  of  the  heart. 

Mr.  DowNjNci  said,  he  denied  that  there  is  any  more  favorable  home  for 
the  colored  man  than  this  country.  The  colored  man  does  not  want  you  to 
elevate  him.  He  must  do  that  himself  He  only  wants  fair  play.  He  did  not 
think-  the  abol!ti<inists  sufticiently  assist  the  colored  man.  "When  they  rise  above 
circut.j-lancos,  their  white  fiiends  do  not  rally  an/und  them. 

Mr.  CiiiNNELL  said,  he  thought  colored  men  should  rely  upon  themselves.  He 
was,  the  other  day,  in  an  omnibus,  where  be  saw  two  colored  ladies  enter  it.  They 
were  stared  at  in  the  beginning,  but  they  held  their  ground,  and  ultimately  they 
wi  re  not  tiotir-ed  more  than  the  other  passengers.  He  conversed  with  them  and 
fouini  tin  111  intelligent. 

Ml  lluw.utii  \'.  Clai'.ic  (colored  jeweller)  said,  abolitionists  did  not  encourage 
rol-nd  ni'ii  in  business  as  they  did  white  men.  Offers  were  made  to  the  mem- 
b<r-  of  (lii-  i;.\ecutive  Conmiittee  by  coloreil  men,  to  enter  their  commercial 
h(>u-e^,  atil  al-o  into  offices  under  the  Couuiiittee  in  connection  with  the  Society,  but 
Ihey  w.  ro  r<ji(t<'d. 

l>,i    Kirii.  ; — I  h:i\.'  hire]  a  colored  ch'rk. 

Ma  Ci-MiKi, — "i'e-.  tli.'.i  may  be  an  in.'^tanee  that  is  an  exception.  But  I  have 
knoxMi  a  ri  [  ■  ci.ihle-  \oung  man  who  was  refu-ed.  ^\'herever  the  colored  man  is 
connect' d  vrh  the-  ho:i-e-  of  these  gentlemen,  it  is  as  the  lowest  diudges.     If  a 
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cn\nri-i\  man  enters  as  a  porter  in  the  store  of  Mr.  Tappan,  rlnes  Lc  advance  him 
aftcrwar'h  ai'cording  to  his  merits  i  I  -want  no  favor,  as  a  colored  man  ;  and  if  any 
one  ofT'Ts  it  to  me  because  I  am  a  colored  man,  it  is  an  impudent  i!i-;ult,  and  I  re- 
ject it.     The  last  vestige  of  prejudice  has  yet  to  fall. 

Mr.  T.M-i'A.v  «aid  he  had,  when  in  business,  a  colored  young  man  in  his  otl'co  as 
a  porter,  and  he  told  him  that  if  he  would  qualify  himself  he  would  give  him  a 
situation  as  a  clerk.  He  left  hia  employment  before  he  had  qualified  himself  lie 
would  have  offered  him  the  situation  if  all  the  other  clerks  had  left.  I  would,  -^aid 
Mr.  Tappan,  not  ask  an  Irishman  sawijig  wood  in  the  street,  and  covered  with 
sweat,  to  come  in  and  eat  with  my  family.  Neither  would  I  a  colored  man,  though  I 
have  been  accused  <jf  it.  I  challenge  any  one  to  show  that  I  ever  slighted  any  man 
because  he  was  a  colored  man.  I  have  been  always  accused  of  a  leaning  the  other 
way.  I  have  been  told.  You  have  invited  that  colored  man  because  he  is  a  colored 
man.     No,  I  replied,  but  because  he  'm  a  gentleman,  and  knows  as  mucli  as  vou. 

Dr.  Smith  referred  to  a  case  where  an  abolitionist  had,  under  some  pretense 
declined  loaning  a  colored  young  man  several  hundreds  of  dollars  to  enable  him  to 
establish  a  drug  store,  after  he  had  obtained  a  diploma  in  college;  and  it  had  been 
reported  that  Lewis  Tapp.^n  had  rejected  a  colored  captain  who  otlVred  his  services 
to  take  the  Auiistad  Afri:ans  to  their  native  country,  on  the  plea  that  he  was  not 
acquainted  with  the  coast  of  Africa,  while  a  white  captain  was  engaged  who  had 
never  been  to  Africa. 

Mr.  T.\rrAN  said  that  the  report  alluded  to  was  ir.convct.  The  Committee  made 
inquiries  about  vessels  for  Africa,  while  deliberating  whether  to  charter  a  vessel  or 
to  send  the  Amistad  Africans  as  passengers  by  some  ves?el  trading  to  the  coast. 
Tliey  chose  the  latter,  the  captain  of  which  hiid  been  familiar  with  tlie  coast.  He 
regretted  that  sucli  stories  should  be  reported  among  the  colored  p /ople,  but  lie 
was  glad  Dr.  Smith  had  allude<l  to  them  to  put  all  abo'itionists  on  their  guard,  and 
induce  them  to  art  v\'A.  at  all  times,  the  principles  they  professed. 

The  resolutions  were  adopted. 

Mr.  JocELYM  oili-red  the  f)llowing  resolution,  which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  friends  of  the  oppressed  bo  urgi^d  to  unite,  in  their  various 
localities,  in  the  organization  of  male  and  fuuiale  anxi'.i^iries  to  tlie  American  and 
Foreign  Anti-Slavery  Society,  anil  in  etfiv^ient  labor  in  behalf  of  the  cause. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned  sine  die 

(Attest,)  JAilES  McCUNE  SMITH,  Recording  Secretary. 
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American  Slavery  i*  at  war  with  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
the  Con>titution  of  the  United  States,  natural  justice,  and  Christianity. 
Afntation  on  the  subject  will  not,  therefore,  cease,  while  free  discussion 
is  allowed  while  a  free  press  exists,  while  Puritanism  and  Free  Demo- 
cracv  are  luized,  while  love  to  God  and  man  prevail,  until  the  curse  is 
removed  from  the  Church  and  Government  of  this  country,  and  all  its 
citiz-^iis  are  equal  before  the  law.  Shortsighted  are  the  politicians  who 
aim  to  suppress  inquiry,  and  impotent  are  the  divines  in  their  unholy 
alliance  with  them.  Nature  cries  aloud  against  the  inhumanities  of 
slaverv  ;  Free  Democracy  abjures  the  hateful  system  ;  and  Free  Chris- 
tiaiiitv  recoils  from  its  leprous  touch.  That  it  should  exist,  extend,  and 
fl(jun>h  in  a  nation  planted  by  the  excellent  of  the  earth,  and  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  principles  of  republicanism  and  Christianity,  excites  the  mar- 
vel and  arouses  the  grief  and  indignation  of  good  men  throughout  the 
•world.  Nothing  could  exceed  this  marvel,  except  the  astonishment  that 
would  pervade  all  countries  to  know  that  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
descended  from  such  forefathers,  and  adopting  such  a  frame  of  government, 
had  become  so  lost  to  patriotism,  philanthropy  and  religion,  as  to  acqui- 
esce in  the  piratical  conduct  of  a  handful  of  their  number,  who  have 
seized  upon  one  seventh  of  the  men,  women,  and  children  of  the  land, 
and  doomed  them  to  perpetual,  unrequited,  brutal  servitude,  ignorance 
and  heathenism. 

Indifferent  as  a  majority  of  the  American  people  now  are  to  the 
claims  of  humanity,  honor  and  justice,  and  apostate  as  are  a  large 
portion  of  politicians,  ministers,  and  church  members  to  the  principles 
of  republicanism  and  Christianity,  Avith  reference  to  the  treatment  of 
the  people  of  color,  it  is  to  us  a  cause  of  profound  gratitude  to  that 
Great  Being  who  bore  our  fathers  across  the  ocean,  as  it  were,  on  eagles' 

*  liiK  reader  will  perceive  that  matter  L*  introduced  into  this  Report,  in  some 
instani  (.-,  of  a  later  dale  tlian  the  Annual  Meeting.  So  much  attention  was 
nei-'>-ai  ily  <lc\v>ted  to  tlie  "Jane  Trainer  ca;;e"  bv  the  Corresjiunding  Secretary, 
that  li.'  \\  a-  oljliged  to  postpone  comj^leting  the  Report  of  the  Committee  \intil 
an  uiii  >u;il!y  late  date  ;  and  it  was  thought  best,  under  these  circuui.-tatiee?,  to 
introiii-.-  -..iiie  fads  that  had  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Coiuuiittee  while 
the  JI.-p..it  \va«  in  a  state  of  preparation. 
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win"--;,  to  plant  freedom  of  mind  and  body  on  this  continr-nt,  and  who 
s'.istaini'd  them  in  their  struggle  for  hfe,  Hberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  linppi- 
nos«;.  that  He  has  raided  up  a  company  of  men  and  women  to  contend 
tor  iru'h  and  freedom  against  tlie  combined  influence  of  false  Demo- 
cracy and  impure  Christianity,  and  to  wrestle  "against  principalities, 
aoainst  powers,  against  the  rulers  of  the  darkness  of  this  world,  against 
spiritual  wickedness  in  high  places."  Tliarik^  to  God  for  all  the  success 
He  has  ofiven  to  efforts  beofun  and  continued  in  his  name,  in  accord- 
ance  with  his  Spirit,  and  in  reliance  upon  his  promises  ! 

It  is  obvious  to  every  intelligent  and  candid  louker-on,  that  the  Anti- 
slavery  cause,  in  spite  of  the  sneers  of  opponent'*,  the  denunciations  of 
men  in  power,  and  the  designs  of  the  crafty,  is  steadily  pursuing  its 
march  to  a  glorious  consummation.  Its  progress  may  be  retarded  by 
the  diabolical  cupidity,  cruelty  and  knavery  of  demons  in  human 
shape,  who  kidnap,  enslave,  or  torture  their  unoffending  and  helpless 
fellow-men  in  foreign  lands,  on  the  high  sea?,  during  the  colfle-march 
between  the  States  of  this  Union,  or  on  the  cane  fields  and  cotton  plan- 
tations;  by  unprincipled  politicians,  who  ri>e  to  power  on  pledges  to  be- 
friend and  enlarge  the  area  of  despotism  ;  or  by  venal  presses,  prostituted 
pulpits,  corrupt  court",  and  the  multiform  classes  whose  god  is  mammon. 
It  has  been  so  retarded  ;  but  the  s.eming  triumjih  of  these  enemies  of  the 
human  race  is  transient:  "He  that  sittelh  in  the  heavens  shall  laugh; 
the  Lord  shall  have  them  in  deri>ion."  Truth  is  mighty,  and  it  will  pre- 
vail. The  rights  of  man  will  be  regarded.  Ojipression  will  cease. 
Both  the  body  and  mind  will  be  unshackled.  "  The  expectation  of  the 
poor  ^hall  not  perish."     The  mouth  of  the  Lord  hath  spoken  it. 

We  [jropose  to  offer,  in  addiiiun  to  the  doings  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, an  outline  of  what  has  been  done  the  pa-t  year,  in  this  country 
and  abroad,  wiih  reference  to  Slavery  and  the  Slave-trade,  by  their 
friends  and  enemies.     We  must  restrict  ourselves,  of  course,  chiefly  to 
the  external  relations  of  these  enormities.     And  even  then,  we  shall  be 
able  to  present  only  a  part  of  the  atrocious  acts  that  have  been   perpe- 
trated in  sustaining,  strengthening,  and  extending  slavery,   as   most  of 
them  are  dune  in  secret,  vi-ible  only  to  the  eyes  of  the  perpetrators  and 
Him  who  will  brino-  them  to  judument.     Neither  shall  we  be  able  t)  ex- 
hibit  all  that  has  been  done  tor  the  miti^jation  and  overthrow  uf  the 
great  iniquity.     We  cannot  know  the  numerous  private  or  even  recorded 
deeds  of  those  who  have  labored  in  season  and  out  of  season  to  weaken  or 
sunder  ihe  cords  that  have  bound  man  in  bondage  to  his  fellowinan. 
The  Almighty  alone,  besides  those  who  have  labored  and  prayed- for  the 
downfall   of  the  hateful  system,  has  witnessed    the  toils  of  the    'good 
Samaritans"  who  have  bound  up  the  wounds  of  the  robbed  and  despoiled 
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ones  that  fell  among  thieves  ;  or  the  eflforta  of  those  who  have  broken  the 
jaws  of  the  wicked,  and  plucked  the  spoil  out  of  his  teelh  ;  or  those 
who  have  in  various  wajs  weakened  an  institution  so  disgraceful  and 
ruinous  to  the  American  people. 

The  Address  to  Anti-slavery  Christians,  prepared  by  a  member  of  this 
Committee,  alltfded  to  in  the  last  Annual  Report,  was  circulated  in  pam- 
phlet form  and  in  the  newspapers,  and  favorable  responses  were  received 
from  several  in6uential  persons  of  different  denominations.  The  Com- 
mittee, however,  were,  disappointed  that  no  more  favorable  replies  were 
received,  nor  greater  pecuniary  aid  pioffered.  A  large  edition  of  the 
Annual  Report  was  published,  and  favorably  received.  The  Committee 
are  satisBed  that  these  annual  histories  are  not  only  at  present  useful  to 
considerable  numbers  of  lecturers,  editors,  ministers,  legislators,  mission- 
aries, and  anti-slavery  writers,  but  will  be  valuable  hereafter  to  those  who 
follow  us.  The  Secretary  attended  the  Convention  of  the  Free  Demo- 
cracy at  Pittsburgh,  in  August  last ;  delivered  two  addresses  in  Ohio;  and 
aftewards  visited  Bangor,  in  tlie  State  of  Maine,  to  attend  an  Anti- 
slavery  missionary  meeting,  and  also  the  Convention  at  Albany,  Octo- 
ber 5lh.  An  impulse  was  given  to  the  Anti-slavery  cause  at  all  these 
meetings. 

Subsequently  the  Secretary  prepared  two  pamphlets,  entitled  "Indian 
MisS'oiis,''  and  "  The  American  Home  Missionary  Society  and  Slaveiy," 
which  have  been  widely  circulated,  both  in  this  country  and  Englaml. 
He  has  devoted  much  time  to  gathering  information  respecting  the  mutila- 
tions of  English  and  American  publications  by  publishers,  the  American 
Tract  Society,  the  American  Sunday-school  Union,  ecclesiastical  bodies, 
and  the  expurgations  of  anti-slavery  sentiments  by  authors  and  others,  to 
suit  publications  to  the  Southern  market,  with  a  view  to  its  being  published 
at  some  future  day.  He  has  also  written  for  several  an ti  slavery  and 
other  newspapers  during  the  year,  besides  attending  to  cases  in  court  that 
involved  the  rights  and  liberty  of  persons  claimed  as  slaves,  or  other- 
wise. Some  of  these  cases  will  be  alluded  to  more  particul  irly  in  the 
Report  or  the  Appendix. 

No  small  part  of  the  Secretary's  time  has  been  employed  in  furnish- 
ing information  to  writers  and  lecturers  on  anti-slavery  subjects,  and  in 
superintending  the  preparation  and  publication  of  anti-slavery  books 
and  pamphlets.  These,  and  other  matters  connected  with  the  cause, 
would  have  been  attended  to  more  thoroughly  if  his  labors  had  not 
been  partially  suspended  for  a  time,  from  the  pressing  duties  devolved 
upon  liiin  by  domestic  affliction  and  bereavement. 

Tiie  Committee  have  published  an  important  pamphlet  written  by 
one  of  their  membei-s,  Judge  Jay,  entitled  "  Letters  respecting  the  Amer- 
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ican  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions,  and  the  American 
Tract  Society  ;  by  William  Jay." 

This  was  printed  in  the  New- York  Tribune,  and  afterwards  in  pam- 
phlet form.  In  both  forms  it  has  been  widely  circulated.  An  edition 
has  also  been  printed  in  London. 

The  Akti-slavery  Depository,  connected  with  the  office  of  the 
Secretary,  has  been  an  efficient  instrumentality  during  the  past  year  in 
promoting  the  good  of  the  cause.  Large  numbers  of  books  and  pam- 
phlets have  been  sold  to  colporteurs  and  others.  Upwards  of  ten  thou- 
sand dollars'  worth  of  "Uncle  Tom's  Cabin"  have  been  sold  during  the 
year.  The  Committee  have  published  the  American  Slave  Code,  by 
William  Goodell,  the  first  edition  of  which  was  long  since  exhausted. 
They  also  made  arrangements  to  have  it  published  simultaneously  in 
London,  where  it  is  circulating  with  good  effect. 

Just  before  the  Annual  Meeting,  a  telegraphic  dispatch  was  received 
by  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  to  the  etfect  that  Rose  Cooper,  of  Mobile, 
had  left  Cincinnati  fur  New-York,  with  a  little  colored  child  named  Jane 
Trainer,  en  route  for  California,  having,  as  was  supposed,  kidnapped  the 
child.  Immediate  steps  were  taken  to  find  the  party  in  this  city,  and 
information  was  sent  to  the  father  of  the  child,  a  free  man  of  color, 
Charles  W.  Trainer,  who  had  pursued  the  woman  to  Cincinnati,  and 
who  was  anxiously  waiting  in  that  city.  He  soon  arrived.  Legal  pro- 
cess, which  had  been  previously  commenced,  was  continued,  until,  after 
G:reat  difficulties,  the  father  obtained  possession  of  his  little  daughter. 
The  principles  involved  in  this  high-handed  attempt  to  carry  off  a 
child,  when  claimed  by  its  father,  are  such,  that  it  is  deemed  expedient 
to  give  a  narration  of  the  facts,  together  with  the  admirable  opinion  of 
the  judge,  who  did  himself  so  much  honor  while  presiding  in  the  case, 
and  in  the  judgment  rendered.* 

The  Committee  will  now  proceed  to  sketch  the  history  of  the  Anti- 
slavery  cause  for  the  past  year,  in  as  concise  a  manner  as  the  materials 
allow  ;  and  first  they  ask  attention  to 

POLITICAL    A  G  I  T  A  T I  OX . 

The  records  of  the  past  year  afford  evidence  that  the  political  agita- 
tion of  the  Slave  question  has  not  ceased,  and  that  the  ^^  finality'''  mea- 
sures of  1850  were  not  final. 

In  Congresn,  tliouujh  the  debates  have  been  less  exciting  than  at  some 


*  See  Appendix.  It  should  be  mentioned  also,  tlint  the  four  or  five  weeks' 
attention  devoted  to  this  i-a.-e  by  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  assisted  l>y  Dr. 
Pennini:ton  and  other  friends  ot  the  child,  together  wit!»  his  indisposition,  in- 
curred during  the  proceedings,  have  greatly  delayed  the  preparation  and  pub- 
lication of  this  Report. 
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previous  periods,  there  has  been  enough  said  and  done  to  show  that  the 
vexed  controversy  remains  a  fixed  element  in  the  politics  of  the  country, 
and  cannot  be  excluded  from  our  National  Councils. 

A  petition  of  the  "  Religious  Society  of  Friends  in  New-England,  ask- 
ing that  the  laws  for  the  delivery  of  fugitive  slaves  be  repealed,"  was 
presented  by  Hon.  Charles  Sumner,  of  Massachusetts,  in  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States,  May  26,  1852.  After  a  brief  explanation  of  its  con- 
tents by  Mr.  Sumner,  and  some  conversation  between  several  senators,  it 
was  laid  on  the  table,  by  a  vote  of  40  to  10;  the  nays  being,  Messrs. 
Borland,  Cha^^e,  Davis,  Dodge  of  \Yisconsin,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Seward, 
Sumner,  Walker,  and  Wade.* 

Into  the  House  of  Representative*,  the  same  agitation  had  been  pre- 
viously introduced  by  the  slaveholders  themselves,  in  presenting  a 
Resolution  having  for  its  object  the  reaffirmation  by  Congress  of  the 
"finality"  of  the  "Compromise  Measures"  of  1850,  including  the  Fugi- 
tive Slave  Bil'.f  This  movement  was  designed  to  bear  upon  the  Conven- 
tions about  to  be  held  for  nominating  a  President  and  \'ice-President  of 
the  United  States.  The  absurdity  of  reenacting  a  statute  already  on 
the  statute-book,  for  political  purposes,  was  too  glaring  t^  escaj>-  expo- 
sure, as  was  also  the  unconstitutionality  of  attempting  to  {oreMiiW  future 
legislation  by  past  enactments,  or  "  resolving"  that  an  act  now  in  force 
should  never  hereafter  be  repealed/ 

In  the  Senate,  July  27,  1852.  "Mr.  Sumner,  after  giving  notice  that  he 
intended  to  call  it  up  as  early  as  })ossible,off»ired  the  follow  ing  liesolution : 

"Rfxrilvfd,  Tliat  the  C^omrnittfp  on  llie  .ludiciarv  l>e  rc-ijU"-.tf<l  to  t•JIl^i(]c■r  the 
expedieiiey  of  reportinir  a  bill  for  the  irtiinciliiito  rr|><-al  of  the  Act  of  (x)iierfcss 
approv-d  Sept.  18,  185U,  UBualiy  known  a-  the  Fu^'itivf  .'^lavc  Act." 

The  motion  lay  over  to  the  next  day,  und'r  the  rules,  when  it  was 
called  up  by  the  mover.  Mr.  .M:i.son,  «jf  Virginia,  objected  to  its  recep- 
tion, and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered.  Mr.  Brooke, 
of  Mississippi,  said  that  such  a  bill  \vou!d  "dirvsolve  the  I'nion."  Mr. 
Charlton,  of  Georgia,  said  the  same.  Mr.  Shields,  of  Illinois,  said  he 
should  vote  against  the  Resolution,  hut  was  in  favor  of  Mr.  Sumner's 
being  heard.  A  hearing  was  not  granted  him,  tlie  Senate  refusing  {*> 
take  up  the  bill  by  a  vote  of  32  to  10.  Yeas  :  Messrs.  Clarke,  Davis, 
Dodge  of  Wisconsin,  Foot,  Hamlin,  Seward,  Shields,  Sumner,  Upham, 
and  Wade  \ 


*  Xa'iona/  Era,  .Tune  3,  1852. 

f  Wi-  do  imt,  unless  inadvertently,  call  thi-^  a  I. aw,  und  it  i:^  liintod  to  us  that 
it  is  undeservinf;  the  appellation  of  an  Acr,  u.'^  w«,-  should  a.-  rcbolulely  opjiose 
unconst  tiitional  encroachments  ns  did  our  fatlnr.s,  v  ho  always  invariably  Hijokc 
of  the  "BfvsT'iN  Port  Bill" 

I  Xulit/ia!  Era,  Autr  :>.  1852. 
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But  a  way  was  providentially  opened  near  the  end  of  the  session  for 
Mr.  Sumner  to  reach  the  subject  through  such  a  raoJiuin  that  the  con- 
sideration of  it  could  not  be  avoided,  nor  his  right  of  free  speech  concern- 
ing it  be  wrested  from  him. 

"The  Civil  and  Diplomatic  Appropriation  Bill  being  under  considera- 
tion, the  Committee  on  Finance  inoved  the  following  amendment : — 

"That  where  the  ministerial  officers  of  the  United  States  have  or  shall  incur 
extraordinary  expenses  in  executing  the  hiws  thereof,  the  pnj-mcnt  of  which  is 
not  3j>ecially  provided  for,  the  President  is  authorized  to  allow  the  payment 
thereof,  under  the  special  taxation  of  the  District  or  Circuit  Court  of  the  dis- 
trict ia  which  the  said  services  have  or  shall  be  r''ndered,  to  be  paid  from  the 
appropriation  for  defrayiug  the  exjxjnses  of  the  Judiciary." 

The  object  of  this  amendment  was  not  unobserved  by  the  vigilant 
Senator  from  Massachusetts,  who  promptly  niuved  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment : — 

■'Provided  that  no  such  allowance  shall  be  authorized  f  >ranv  expenses  incurred 
in  executing  the  Fugitive  Slave  Act  of  Sept.  18,  18.')*',  for  the  surrender  of  fugi- 
tives from  service  or  labor;  which  said  act  is  hcrebv  rejicalcd." 

The  question  of  repeal  was  now  fairly  before  the  S'^nate,  without  ask- 
ing its  leave,  and  the  long-deferred  speech  (•{'  Mr.  Sumner  had  to  be 
heard,  whether  the  Senate  pleased  or  no  !  Thus  it  is  that  God's  provi- 
dence overrides  and  overrules  the  coun.-els  of  his  confederate  enemies, 
and  puts  them  to  shame.  The  masterly  speech  of  Mr.  Sumner,  rarely 
equalled  in  power  of  eloquence,  has  done  and  is  slill  doing  its  destined 
work;  and  will  live  in  .-unlight  when  Webster's  famous  tth  of  March, 
1850,  speech,  will  seek  friendly  oblivion.*  This  is  none  the  less  certain 
on  account  of  the  vote  in  the  Senate  by  whieh  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Sumner,  supported  by  Messrs.  Chase  and  Hale,  was  rejected,  47  to  4. 
The  yeas  were:  Messrs.  Chase,  Ilale,  Sumner,  and  Wade.f  Their  testi- 
mony will  be  remembered  in  time  to  come. 

The  continued  subserviency  of  Congress  to  the  pecuniary  demands  of 
the  slaveholders,  however  preposterous  and  degrading,  will  be  seen  in 
thedisposal  of  thecase  familiarly  known  as  the  Watson  claim  by  the  Uous«t 
of  Representatives.  Gen.  Jessup,  it  seems,  in  the  prosecution  of  the  Flo- 
rida war,  in  1836,  entered  i.ito  a  contract  with  the  Creek  nation  of  In- 
dians, who  agreed  to  furnish  si.v  hundred  warriors  to  assi-stin  murdering 


"And  now,  while  I  have  been  writing  these  lines,  1  have  received  the  speech 
he  has  btely  dt-livcred  in  Congress  on  the  bearing  of  the  I'ligitivo  Slave  Law, 
which,  by  the  closeness  of  its  logic  and  the  masculine  vigor  of  its  eloquence, 
proves  to  me  how  all  the  perfections  of  his  mind  have  grown  up  to,  and  been 
dilated^  with,  the  inspimtion  of  thecause  wlii.h  he  has  now  made  his  own." — 
Lord  Carlisle  s  Prcjace  to  an  English  edition  of  -Uncle  Tvinx  Cabin." 
t  Nationai  Era,  Stpt.  'i,  1852. 
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the  Seminoles  and  capturing  tlie  slaves.  For  their  services  they  were  to 
receive  pay  and  rations,  "and  all  the  plunder  they  miglit  capture  from 
the  enemy."  A  part  of  this  ''plunder'^  consisted  in  slaves,  whose  names, 
ages,  and  sex  were  duly  registered.  James  C.  Watson,  of  Georgia,  pur- 
chased of  the  Indians  their  claim  to  the  "  plunder."  He  failed  to  get  the 
slaves  however  until  they  were  landed,  with  the  Indians,  west  of  Arkan- 
sas. Thither  he  sent  his  agents,  with  orders  from  the  War  Department 
to  all  our  military  officers  in  that  region,  to  assist  him  in  catching  the 
neffroes,  provided  they  could  do  it  without  bloodshed.  Tliis  could  not  be 
done*  and  Watson,  failing  to  get  his  hands  upon  the  negroe*,  modestly 
asked  Congress  to  pay  him /or  all  the  neproes  he  couldnt  ca/chf  The 
claim  had  been  pending  some  twelve  or  fifteen  years.  The  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs  reported  in  its  favor,  and  the  Committee  on  Claims  re- 
ported a  bill  for  Mr.  Watson's  relief,  which  came  before  the  House.  A 
number  of  points  presented  themselves  for  decision  : 

1.  Did  the  term  '■'■  plunder^^  include  the  "  slaves?"  The  House  voted 
that  it  did,  the  following  Northern  members  voting  in  the  affirmative, 
viz. : — Messrs.  Appleton  and  Seudder,  of  Massachusetts ;  Brooks,  Dean, 
Hawos,  Schermerhorn,  Sutherland,  and  Martin,  New-York;  Hibbard, 
Peaslee,  New-Hampshire;  Chandler,  Khuns,  M'Nair,  Andrew  Parker, 
Pennsylvania;  Stuart,  Penniman,  Michigan  ;  Taylor,  Ohio;  Price,  New- 
Jersey. 

2.  Whether  a  brigadier-general  had  power  to  conx^xi  prisoners  of  war 
into  slaves?     These  Northern  Representatives  voted  that  he  bad  ! 

3.  Whether  such  an  inhuman  and  barbarous  act  ought  to  be  sanc- 
tioned by  a  Congress  of  "  professed  republicans  and  Christians  ?"  The 
same  vote  decided  this  in  the  affirmative. 

4.  What  has  the  nation  to  do  with  this  purchase  of  slaves  by  Watson 
from  the  Creek  Indians  ?  To  this  it  was  replied,  that  our  Commissioner 
of  Indian  Affairs  approved  the  sale,  and  therefore  the  nation  must  make 
up  Watson's  loss ;  and  these  Northern  men  so  voted. 

The  bill  was  opjjosed  by  Mr.  Dickey,  of  Beaver,  Pa.,  and  was  advo- 
cated by  Mr.  Stuart,  of  Michigan,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate,  where 
it  appears  to  have  been  postponed  and  not  taken  up  afterwards. 

Nurthern  citizens  may  learn  from  this  Ciise  what  the  North  has  to  do 
with  slavery  ;  where  their  own  money  goes;  who  disposes  of  it,  and  for 
what  i)urposes;  and  whether  or  no  it  i>  best  to  carry  the  slave  question 
to  the  b:tIlot-box,  and  withdraw  support  from  candidates  and  parties  un- 
committed on  the  slave  question  or  taking  sides  against  freedom* 

•  Wa-liinpton  rorro=jiondent  of  tlie  Cleiwland  True  Demnerat,  &e.  copied  into 
the  AaUonal  Atdi-ilaviry  StaudarJ,  rsew-Vork,  May  27,  1852. 
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Another  item  of  Northern  expenditure  by  the  aid  of  Northern  votes 
for  the  support  of  the  peculiar  institution,  was  revealed  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Senate  about  the  same  time.  In  a  debate  on  the  Appro- 
priation Bill,  Mr.  Hunter  oflFered  the  following  amendment : — 

"For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  District  Court  of  the 
United  States,  including  the  District  of  Columbia;  and  also  for  jurors  and  wit- 
nesses, and  for  aid  of  the  funds  arising  from  fines,  forfeitures,  and  expenses 
incurred  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1852,  and  previous  years;  and 
likewise  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  suits  in  which  the  United  States  are  con- 
cerned, and  prosecutions  for  otfenses  committed  against  the  T7nited  States,  and 
for  the  apprehension  and  safe  keeping  of  prisoners,  in  addition  to  former  ap- 
propriations, NINETY  THOLSAND  DOLLARS." 

This  was  evidently  designed  to  provide  for  the  expense  of  arresting 
and  trying  fugitive  slaves,  and  conducting  prosecutions  of  persons  charged 
with  the  crime  of  assisting  them.  Senator  Hale  instituted  some  scruti- 
nizing inquiries  concerning  the  nature  and  disbursement  of  these  appro- 
priations. He  wished  to  know  how  much  of  it  was  wanted  for  enforcing 
the  Fuoritive  Slave  Act.  Mr.  Hunter  said  that  claims,  in  all,  had  been 
presented  to  the  amount  of  $150,000,  but  he  bad  cut  them  down  to 
$90,000.     He  added  : 

'"Die  Comptroller  Kays  that,  during  the  present  fiscal  year,  the  expenses  have 
been  much  iiicn-ascd,  probat>ly  from  .?30, QUO  to  *40,000,  by  prosecutions  grow- 
ing out  of  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law  in  New-York  and  Pennsylvania,  and  prosecu- 
tions in  Xew-York  and  Louisiana,  growing  out  of  the  violation  of  the  neutrality 
laws." 

The  Senate  concluded  to  foot  the  bill,  and  the  amendment  was  adopted. 
Mr.  Hale  succeeded,  however,  in  securing  an  amendment  precluding 
oficers  of  the  Government  from  receiving  pay  as  ivitnesses* 

The  temper  of  the  Senate  towards  the  members  of  that  body  whose 
manly  course  was  felt  to  be  a  rebuke  of  their  servility,  appears  in  their 
action  in  December  last,  by  which  the  standing  rule  of  electing  com- 
mittees by  ballot  was  disposed  of  for  the  purpose  of  recommending 
the  election  of  a  list  agreed  upon  in  a  caucus,  from  which  list  the  names 
of  Hale,  Sumnkk,  and  Chase  were  ostraci  ed  ;  for  the  reason,  avowed  in 
the  Senate  by  Mr.  Bright,  that  those  gentlemen  were  considered  "out- 
side of  any  healthy  political  organization  in  this  country!"  Though 
this  was  intende<l  to  disgrace  them,  it  will  prove  a  testimony  to  their 
fidelity,  and  constitute  a  monument  of  the  proscriptive  meanness  of  their 
opponents.! 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Af- 


*  National  Anti-slavery  Standard,  June  3,  1852;   and  National  Era,  May  27, 
1852. 
\  Senator  Seward  had  {;r«»vioii6ly  declined  being  on  any  committee. 
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fjtire,  made  ft  report  at  the  first  session  of  the  last  Congress,  in  favor  of 
(he  claim  of  the  Spanish  Minister  for  fifty  thousand  dollars'  indemnity  for 
tLe  Spaniards  who  brought  to  this  conntry— or  rather  were  brought  here 
by  them — the  Amistad  Africans.  He  succeeded,  on  one  occasion,  in 
having  it  made  the  special  order  for  a  distant  day ;  but  when  the  day 
•rrived,  other  things  occupied  the  Senate,  and  it  lost  its  place.  He  pro- 
posed informally  on  several  other  occasions,  at  both  sessions,  to  take  it 
op  but  wft«  prevented  by  the  avowed  opposition  of  the  Free  Democratic 
fienators,  and  their  determination  to  discuss  it. 

At  almovt  everv  session  of  Congress,  one  or  more  of  the  slaveholding 
mTnbers  influenced  by  the  recommendation  of  the  President  of  the 
United  Stato,  atlempjs  to  get  a  bill  of  indemnity  passed  for  these 
*foundr»l  Sjiatiiards.  We  trust  that  every  member  of  Congress  who 
loves  luimanitv  or  prizes  justice  will  keep  a  vigilant  eye  upon  future 
att.*mr>t>  l<»  rob  the  treasury  for  the  purpose  of  undoing,  virtually,  the 
rig)it.(ius  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  in  their 
d»-<'i«.ion  1o  give  libprty  to  the  unfortunate  Mendians,  who  were  more 
^•iitiiltd  to  indemnification  than  their  oppressors.  Slaveholders  doubt- 
|.-v  would  l>e  pleased  to  have  compensation  awarded  to  their  brethren  in 
("uha  who  brought  Cinquez  and  his  companions  from  their  home  in 
Africa,  or  to  the  pirates  who,  in  attempting  to  hold  them  in  slavery,  lost, 
liv  the  act  of  a  merciful  Providence,  possession  of  their  victims:  but  the 
rej.re^entatives  of  the  free  States  should  be  held  to  a  strict  account  if 
thev  aftempt  to  gratify  the  slaveholders  of  the  country  at  the  expense  of 
justice  and  eijuity. 

The  arg\itnents  of  Messrs.  Adams  and  Baldwin  in  this  celebrated  case 
demonstrated  the  utter  groundlessness  of  the  claim  of  the  Spaniards  for 
the  African-i,  and  consequently  the  groundlessness  of  their  claim  for 
ind'-nmificHtioii.  Members  of  Congress  would  do  well  to  refresh  their 
minds  with  these  able  arguments,  and  also  with  the  statement  of  facts 
made  by  the  late  Hon.  John  Quincy  Adams,  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
seTititives,  March  2,  1847,  and  the  able  speech  of  Hon.  Joshua  K. 
<'iiddings,  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  against  the  claim  of  the 
Spaniards,  delivered  April  18,  1844;  for  which  see  "Speeches  in  Con- 
gress by  Joshua  R.  Giddings."  Boston  :  Published  by  John  P.  Jewett 
«t  Co.,  and  New- York,  by  Lewis  J.  Bates,  48  Beekman  street. 

The  aggressions  of  the  slave  power  have  been  manfully  resisted  by  a 
number  of  resolute  and  able  chan)pions  of  liberty  in  both  Houses. 
M«->-rs.  Chase,  Hale,  Sumner,  in  the  Senate;  Messrs.  Giddings,  Durkee, 
Marin,  .\'len,  'iownsend,  and  Rantoul,  in  the  House,  with  others  in  both 
liraii<h«7>  of  the  National  Legislature,  have  merited  the  thanks  of  their 
rountry.     It  is  matter  of  regret  that  the  nation  is  deprived  of  the  valu- 
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able  services  of  Mr.  Rantoul  bj  his  unexpected  decease,  and  that  some  of 
the  other  distinguished  men  just  named  are  not  members  of  the  next 
Congress.  We  rejoice,  however,  in  the  accession  to  the  number  of  the 
friends  of  freedom  in  the  House  by  the  election  of  Gerrit  Smith,  a  man 
whom  all  patriots  and  philanthropists  should  delight  to  honor. 

The  Preaidential  Election,  in  its  connection  with  the  action  of  the  two 
rival  Conventions  for  nominating  candidates,  presents  another  humiliating 
picture  of  the  position  of  Northern  freemen,  blinded  by  their  attachment 
to  political  parties,  and  betrayed  by  their  unscrupulous  leaders  into  the 
support  of  men  and  measures  which  their  sober  judgment  must  disap- 
prove, their  best  sympathies  revolt  against,  and  their  consciences  con- 
demn. If  it  be  said  (as  it  sometimes  is)  that  there  is  a  more  deplorable 
slavery  than  that  of  the  chattelized  negro,  the  illustration  may  perhaps 
be  found  in  the  records  that  follow  : — 

The  Democratic  Convention  for  nominating  a  President  and  Vice- 
President,  assembled  at  Baltimore  early  in  June,  resulted,  on  the  Bfiieth 
ballot,  in  the  selection  of  Franklin  Pierce  and  William  R.  King.  A 
'■'■Platform'''  for  the  party  and  its  candidate  was  also  erected,  but  not 
before  the  nomination  was  first  made,  lest  the  consciences  or  the  self- 
respect  of  a  portion  of  the  delegates  should  revolt  at  their  own  inconsist- 
ency, as  professed  friends  of  liberty,  in  selecting  a  candidate  to  grace 
such  a  platform.  This  arrangement  proved  an  accommodation  to  those 
who  found  it  consistent  to  quit  the  Convention  immediately  on  making 
the  nomination,  thus  dodging  a  vote  on  the  Platform,  some  of  them 
going  home  to  oppose  it,  and  others  to  protest  against  it  among  their  con- 
stituents. By  this  means,  the  Platform,  though  large  enough  to  hold 
the  candidate,  was  proved  quite  too  small  to  hold  all  the  members  of 
the  Convention,  or  all  who  subsequently  voted  for  the  candidate. 

The  Platform  is  as  follows: 

"That  Congress  has  no  power,  under  the  Constitution,  to  interfere  with  or  con- 
trol the  donieatic  institutions  of  the  several  States,  and  tiiiit  suoli  Statos  are  tlio 
sole  and  proper  judges  of  every  thing  appertaining  to  their  own  atfaiis,  not  pro- 
hibited by  the  Constitution ;  that  all  etiorts  of  the  Abolitionists  or  otiiers  t'> 
induce  Congress  to  interfere  with  questions  of  slaverv,  or  to  take  incipient  step-; 
in  relation  tiiereto,  are  calculated  to  lead  to  the  most  alarming  and  datitrei  ou'^ 
consequences;  and  that  all  such  efforts  have  an  inevitable  tendency  to  dimiiii-li 
the  happiness  of  the  people,  and  endanger  the  stability  and  permanency  of  lli" 
Union,  and  ojight  not  to  be  countenanced  by  any  friend  of  our  political  instini 
tions. 

''Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  proposition  covers  and  was  intended  to  ombr:ii<' 
the  whole  subject  of  slavery  airitation  in  Congress;  and  therefore,  the  Dciimi 
ci'atic  party  of  tlic  Union,  standing  on  this  national  platform,  will  abide  by  and 
adhere  to  a  faithful  execution  of  the  acts  known  as  the  Compromise  nieasur'i 
settled  by  the  last  Congress— ^the  act  for  reclaiming  fugitives  from  service  ""'• 
labor  included  ;  which  act,  being  designed  to  carry  out  an  express  provision 
of  the  Consi  itution,  cannot,  with  fidelity,  be  repealed,  or  so  changed  as  to  destrwjf 
or  impair  its  efficiency. 
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"Resolved,,  That  the  Democratic  party  will- resist  all  attempts  at  renewing,  in 
Congress  or  out  of  it,  the  agitation  of  the  Slavery  question,  under  whatever 
shape  or  color  the  attempt  may  be  made."* 

The  Whig  Convention  for  Presidential  nominations  was  soon  after  held 
in  the  same  city.  As  though  emulous  of  exhibiting  a  still  more  bold 
and  defiant  hostility  to  the  liberties  of  their  country,  and  greater  subser- 
viency to  the  slave  power,  they  adopted  a  similar  "  platform"  before  the 
ballolings  began,  as  had  been  dictated  by  a  Southern  caucus  the  night 
previous.  Still  there  we.e  sixty-six  votes  in  the  Convention  recorded 
against  it.  The  "  platform,"  as  embodied  in  the  8th  Resolution,  is  as 
follows : 

'That  thf  Ff-ries  of  act?  of  the  31ft  Concjress,  known  as  the  Compromise, 
includinL'  the  fiiiritive  Slave  Law,  are  received  and  accjuieeced  in  by  the  "Whig 
parlv  ot  llu'  United  States,  a?  a  final  settlement,  in  pnnci|)le  and  6ul)Stance,  of 
the  'd:inL'er<iui  and  exciting  subjects  which  ihey  embrace;  and  so  far  as  the 
Futriiive  Slave  Law  is  concerned,  we  will  maintain  the  same,  and  insist  upon  its 
strict  enforcement,  until  time  and  experience  shall  demonstrate  the  necess  ty  of 
further  Icizislation  to  guard  against,  the  evasion  of  the  laws  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  abuse  of  their  ]iowers  on  the  other — not  impairing  their  present  effi- 
cieiicv  ;  and  we  dej>recate  all  further  agitation  of  the  questions  thus  s-ttled,  as 
damreiMUs  to  our  ])eace,  and  will  diseountenance  all  efTorts  to  continue  or  renew 
such  ncitation,  irlicnevcr,  wherever,  or  however  the  attempt  maybe  made;  and 
•we  will  maintain  this  system  as  essential  to  the  nationality  of  the  Whig  pai  ty, 
and  the  integrity  of  the  Union. "f 

The  balloting?  finally  resulted  in  the  selection  of  Gen.  Winfield  Scott 
and  Wm.  A.  Graham,  as  the  Whig  candidates  for  President  and  Vice- 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Some  instructive  particulars  may  be  noticed  in  the  proceedings  of 
these  rival  Conventions.  They  vied  with  each  other  in  their  subserviency 
to  the  slave  power,  and  yet  they  both  rejected  the  prominent  statesmen 
of  their  respective  parties,  including  the  political  leaders  of  the  last  quar- 
ter of  a  century ;  men  of  renown  as  senators,  diplomatists,  generals, 
heads  of  departments,  presenting  the  highest  claims  on  their  respect- 
ive parties,  all  of  whom  had  humbled  themselves  to  the  lowest  point  of 
degradation  as  aspirants  for  the  honors  denied  them — the  very  men,  for 
the  most  part,  through  whose  exertions  and  influence  the  lauded 
"  Compromise  measures"  had  been  carried  !  And  yet  they  were  cast 
aside  because  the  odor  of  their  efficient  servility  had  so  entered  into  the 
nostrils  of  the  people,  that  the  sagacious  instincts  of  the  managers  of 
b<ith  the  Conventions  dared  not  risk  the  experiment  of  nominating  them  ! 
The  idolized  name  of  Henry  Clay  might  have  stood  at  the  head  of  the 


*  Xatiot.iil  Knt,   .1(1  lie  10,  18.0 '2. 

f  Nadoual  Km,  .Jutie   '.i4,  X'A'yl.     A'so  21st   An.  Rep.  Mass.  A  S.  Soc.     (Tlierc 
are  verbal  vuriations  in  the  copies,  without  changing  the  tneauiug.) 
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list,  (aa  once  before,)  bad  he  been  living.  The  half-deified  Daniel 
Webster  did  stand  there,  but  his  disappointment  at  the  result  hastened 
his  exit.  Mr.  Fillmore,  the  acting  President,  was  on  the  same  list,  along 
with  Cass,  Buchanan,  Marcy,  and  others.  These  men,  who  had  baitered 
their  manhood  for  the  loaves  and  fishes  of  utfice,  were  not  only  deprived 
of  the  boon  they  most  coveted,  but,  by  a  singular  arrangement  of  dis- 
tributive justice,  were  not  even  suffered  to  enjoy  the  poor  honor  of  a 
partisan  passport  for  the  field  of  competition. 

The  old  leaders  of  both  the  parties,  so  far  as  their  great  men  wore 
accounted  such,  were  bowtd  a.^icle,  as  not  competent  to  be  placed  in  a 
position  where  they  could  act  most  efficiently  for  the  permanency  of  the 
Union,  because  they  had  alreaJy  done  so  much!  Men  less  publicly 
known  for  the  flagrant  type  of  their  patriotic  conservatism  would  com- 
mand more  votes  ;  and  hence  the  selection  of  Messrs.  Scott  and  Pierce, 
only  one  of  whom  could  obtain  the  prize,  and  the  other  must  of  course 
fail !  A  lesson  for  unscrupulous  aspirants  is  wrapped  up  in  the  record; 
and  even  the  successful  incumbent  of  the  highest  oflace  may  be  well  ad- 
moni.-hed  of  the  tenure  by  which  his  unexpected  position  is  to  be  held. 
Let  him  beware  of  bowing  too  low  to  the  power  that  has  enthroned 
him  I — the  rock  upon  which  his  predecessor,  Millard  Fillmore,  made 
shipwreck. 

Tlje  deaths  of  Clay  and  Webster,  coming  so  closely  upon  the  deaths 
of  their  long-cherished  hopes,  gave  the  solemn  impress  of  eternity  and 
retribution  to  the  scene.  Alas  for  the  statesmanship  and  the  statesmen 
that  know  only  the  present,  and  forget  or  overlook,  in  their  calculations, 
\hQ  first  principles  that  enter  into  the  idea  of  the  immutability  of  God, 
as  Well  as  of  the  stability  and  security  of  man  ! 

The  Free  Democracy  Convention  for  nominations  was  held  at  Pittsburgh 
in  August,  and  John  P.  Hale,  of  New-Hampshire,  and  George  W.  Julian, 
of  Indiana,  were  nominated  for  President  and  Vice-President.  The 
"  platform"  of  the  Free  Democracy,  so  far  as  the  Slave  question  is  con- 
cerned, is  described,  mainly,  in  the  following  Resolutions  : 

"Tliat  no  permanent  settleinont  of  the  Slavery  nnestion  can  be  Inokod  for, 
except  in  the  practical  recognition  of  the  truth  that  shivery  is  sectional  and  free- 
dom national,  by  the  tctal  s<»paration  of  the  (leneial  (Tovernment  from  slavery, 
and  the  ex.  reise  of  it5  lecitiniate  and  constitutional  influence  on  the  side  of 
freedom,  by  leaving  to  the  States  the  whole  subject  of  slavery  and  the  extradi- 
tion of  fuiritives  from  service. 

"That  slavery  is  a  sin  against  God  and  a  crime  ngainst  man,  the  enormity  of 
which  no  human  enactment  or  usage  can  make  right,  and  that  Christianity,  hu- 
manity and  patriotism  alike  demand  its  al)o]ition. 

"That  the  Fugitive  Slave  Act  of  1850  is  repugnant  t..  the  Constitution,  to  the 
principles  of  the  common  law,  to  the  spirit  of  Christinnity,  and  to  the  sentiments 
of  the  civilized  world.  We  therefore  deny  it-*  biiidini;  force  upon  the  American 
people,  and  we  demand  its  immediate  and  total  repeal 
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"That  the  doctrine  that  nnv  human  law  i?  a  'finality,' !in(l  not  sulycct  to  modi- 
fication or  repeal,  is  not  inaccordaii'-e  with  llu'  crei-<l  <'f  j'le  tounijers  of  our 
government,  and  is  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people.""' 

These  propositions,  with  exception  of  the  fii-st  above  quoted,  were 
doubtless  in  accordance  with  the  >'iews  and  feelings  of  all  the  Abolition- 
ists, of  all  organizations,  in  the  country.  But  large  numbers,  including 
members  of  both  the  National  Anti-slavery  Societies,  objected  very 
strongly  to  this.  In  the  Pittsburgh  Convention,  this  dissent  was  expressed 
by  the  presentation  of  a  Koport  from  a  minority  of  the  Committee  from 
which  the  proposition  objected  against  was  excluded.  Some  further 
views  were  likewise  introduced,  the  most  distinctive  of  which  (in  relation 
to  slaven*)  were  the  following  : 

"That  our  new  partv,  inasmuch  as  its  aim  will  be  the  impartial  and  full  real- 
ization of  the  idea  of  a  just  civil  government,  will  faithfully  endeavor,  to  the 
extent  of  its  jiiri-'liction  and  power,  to  protect  all  persons  (irrespective  of  sex 
or  color)  in  the  enjoyri»3rit  of  their  political  rights. 

"That  not  oiilv  do  we  contemn  and  trample  ujion  the  'Fugitive  Slave  Law,' 
and  ujxin  evi-rv  other  enactment  for  slavery,  but  we  hold  all  forms  of  piracy, 
and  csiMciallv  "tlic  most  atrocious  anJ  abominable  one  of  slavery,  to  be  entirely 
izica]>able  of  legalization."! 

This  Report  is  said  to  have  been  enthusiastically  received  by  a  respect- 
able minority  of  the  Convention,  and  its  sanguine  supporters  believe  that 
if  time  could  have  been  given  for  its  full  and  deliberate  consideration,  it 
would  have  been  adopted  by  a  majority  of  the  votes.  However  this 
mav  have  been,  it  is  agreed  that  the  Convention  was  numerously  at- 
tended,  very  enthusiastic  in  its  spirit,  and  di.^posed  to  go  to  the  farthest 
point  deemed  proper  and  feasible,  for  the  total  and  speedy  abolition  of 
slavery. 

The  call  for  the  National  Convention  at  Pittsburgh,  signed  by  Samuel 
Lewis,  Chairman,  did  not  give  entire  satisfaction.  The  Convention  at 
Cleveland,  the  year  previous,  had,  on  the  motion  of  Lewis  Tappan,  ap- 
pointed the  National  Committee,  and  it  was  intended  that  the  call  should 
include  all  the  friends  of  freedom.  But  it  was  addressed  to  "  Free 
Soilers"  only.  This  would  have  prevented  many  Anti-«Iavery  men  who 
Lad  not  agreed  to  all  the  resolutions  adopted  at  Buffalo  from  attending, 
had  not  as^urances  been  given,  by  the  Chairman  and  others,  that  tlie 
call  would  be  construed  to  include  all,  of  every  party  and  sentiment,  who 
went  for  the  abolition  and  non-extension  of  slavery. 

At  a  Convention  of  the  "Free  S.'il  Party"  at  Worcester,  Mass.,  a  little 
previou.s,  a  resolution  was  passed  with  great  unanimity,  embracing  a  doc- 


*  NatMial  Kra,  August  26,  18.^2.  f  National  Era,  Augu.-t  20,  1852. 
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trine  that  had  not  previously  been  avowed  by  this  distinctive  body,  in  the 

followins  words: 

"Resolved,  That  slavery  is  a  fin  ngainst  Gol,  am!  a  orime  against  man  ;  and 
that  Cliristiaiiity,  humaaity  and  patriotism  alike  d.'mand  its  abolition  by  thoM 
who  have  the  constitutional  and  legal  right  to  abolish  iu" 

In  the  declaration  of  principles  and  measures,  as  first  reported  at  Pitts- 
burgh, were  sentiments  that  a  considerable  minority  could  not  agree  with. 
Their  objections  were  stated  by  Gerrit  Smith,  who  presented  a  minority 
report  It  was  feared  by  some  that  the  ditferenco  of  opinion  might  lead 
to  a  separation.  To  prevent  this,  if  possible,  Lewis  Tappan,  with  the 
approbation  of  leading  men  in  the  majority  and  minority,  moved  that  the 
fourth  resolution  in  the  majority  report  be  stricken  out,  viz. : 

"Tliat  the  early  history  of  our  Government  clearly  shows  the  settled  policy 
to  have  been,  not  to  extend,  nationalize  and  encourage,  but  to  limit,  localize  and 
discourage  -lavery;  and  to  ihis  policy,  wiiich  should  never  have  beeu  departed 
from,  the  Government  ought  foithwitli  to  return." 

He  also  moved  that  the  fourteenth  resolution  be  stricken  out,  with  a 
view  to  introduce  a  substitute,  viz. : 

"Tliat  slavery  is  a  sin  against  God  and  a  crime  against  man,  the  enormity  of 
which  no  law  nor  u?age  can  sanction  or  mitigate,  and  that  Christianity  and  hu- 
manity alike  demand  its  abolition." 

The  substitute  for  the  above  resolution  was  the  following  : 

"That  as  American  slavery  is  a  sin  against  God  and  a  crime  against  man, 
it  is,  in  the  highest  sense,  invalid,  illegal,  not  law,  either  Divine  or  human,  and 
is,  therefore,  utterly  void  and  of  xo  force,  before  God  or  man." 

The  mover  stated,  that  he  had  been  assured  by  Mr.  Gerrit  Smith  that 
if  the  fourth  resolution  should  be  stricken  out,  and  the  substitute  proposed 
for  the  fourteenth  resolution  be  agreed  to,  he,  and  those  acting  with  him, 
would  cease  all  opposition  to  the  report  of  the  majority,  so  far  as  slavery 
was  concerned.* 

It  was  agreed  to  strike  out  the  fourth  resolution  ;  but  on  the  question 
to  strike  out  the  fourteenth  and  adopt  the  substitute,  violent  o[iposition 
was  maile  by  two  or  three  members,  and  sundry  amenilraents  offered, 
after  which  it  was  voted  that  the  following  be  adopted  in  li«u  of  the  ori- 
ginal resolution  and  the  substitute: 

"That  slavery  is  a  sin  against  God  and  a  crime  against  man,  which  no  law  or 
usage  can  make  riglif,  and  that  Christianity,  humanity  aud  patriotism  alike 
demand  its  abolition." 


•  Mr.  Smiih  and  his  friends  overlooked,  at  the  time,  resolution  Xo.  8  in  th« 
majoiitv  rcjvort.  which  to  them  was  objectionable  for  the  same  reasons  that 
were  olfered  to  Resolution  No.  4. 
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The  fourth  resolution  was  particularly  objectionable  to  those  who  be- 
lieved that  the  Government  had  nothing  to  do  with  slavery,  and  that  after 
undoing  what  it  had  unconstitutionally  done  in  sustaining  and  extruding 
it.  Government  ouMit  to  cease  all  interference  with  the  subject. 

As  the  acquiescence  of  the  minority  was  pledged,  on  the  ground  that, 
in  addition  to  strikin"-  out  the  fourth  resolution,  the  substitute  to  the  four- 
teenth should  be  adopted,  the  course  taken  by  the  Convention  left  them 
to  act  freely,  to  support  the  platform  or  not ;  but  it  was  allowed,  on  all 
sides,  that  the  platform  was  the  best  that  had  ever  been  adopted  by  the 
Free  Soilers  or  the  Free  Democracy. 

Needless  alarm  was  given,  as  it  seemed  to  many,  about  the  introduction 
of  the  word  "  illegal,"  for,  in  its  connection,  it  seems  to  follow  as  a  se- 
quence to  the  expression,  in  which  all  were  agreed,  that  "  Slavery  is  a 
ein  afain-t  God  and  a  crime  against  man."  As  sin  cannot  be  Christian- 
ized,  so  neither  can  crime  be  legalized,  in  the  true  sense  of  law.* 

ISSUE  OF  THE  TRESIDENTIAL  CONTEST. 

The  i?sue  of  the  Presidential  contest  is  among  the  most  remarkable 
in  our  history.  At  the  time  of  the  nominations,  and  for  some  time  after- 
ward?, the  most  shrewd  and  intelligent  politicians  were  in  doubt  in  respect 
to  the  comparative  strength  of  the  candidates.  The  friends  of  General 
Scott  v,-ere  quite  confident  of  his  success.  His  military  reputation  was 
in  his  favor  with  the  mass  of  the  people — the  element  to  which  four  of 
our  previous  Presidents  had  been  so  deeply  indebted,  and  against  which 
no  claims  on  the  score  of  civil  qualifications,  statesmanship,  or  learning 
had  ever  been  successfully  urged.  The  competitor  of  Scott,  though  a 
general,  was  without  military  renown,  and,  though  he  had  been  a  sena- 
tor, was  scarcely  known  by  name  to  the  mass  of  the  voters,  to  whom  the 
name  of  Scott  had  long  been  familiar.  Notwithstanding  this,  the  official 
returns,  as  announced  in  Congress,  (Feb.  9,  1852,)  showed  254  electoral 
votes  for  Franklin  Pierce,  and  only  42  for  Gen.  Winfield  Scott.f 

Different  reasons  will  be  given  for  this  result.  It  may  be  said,  by  his 
Anti-slavery  supporters,  that  Scott  received  the  votes  of  only  two  slave 
States,  (Kentucky,  12,  and  Tennessee,  12,)  and  that  this  should  be  attri- 
buted to  the  disaffection  of  the  slaveholders,  which  they  regaid  as  his 
certificate  to  the  honor  of  having  been  less  servile  than  his  competitor. 
I3ut  to  this  it  may  be  answeied  that  he  likewise  received  the  votes  of 
only  two  frae  States,  (Vermont,  5,  and  Massachusetts,  13,)  being  6  less 

•  For  thf-  vit-ws  of  Mr.  Smilli,  and  those  who  agree  with  him,  see  the  chapter 
on  tin-  "  llU(.'ulitv  of  Slavery,"  in  another  place. 
j  National  Era,  Isovember  1*^,  1852. 
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Northern  votes  than  Southern.  The  "  platforms"  of  the  two  parties 
were  substantially  the  same,  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  show  any  marked 
difference  in  the  declared  opinions  of  the  two  candidates.  It  is  doubtless 
true  that  the  previous  course  of  Gen.  Pierce  in  the  Senate  gained  South- 
ern votes  for  him ;  and  that  the  protest  of  a  large  minority  of  the  "Whig 
Convention  against  its  "  platform,''  with  the  fact  of  his  support  by  Sena- 
tor Seward  and  others,  operated  against  Gen.  Scott  at  the  South.  Yet 
it  may  be  doubted  whether  these  combined  causes  were  sufficient  to 
account,  in  full,  for  the  result.  The  remaining  item  in  the  solution  may 
perhaps  be  found  in  the  final  explosion  and  failure  of  that  long-cherished 
policy  of  the  Whig  leadere,  to  which  they  had  been  much  indebted  for 
two  Presidential  victories — that  of  carrying,  like  the  Coloniziition  Society, 
a  Janus'  face,  one  side  for  the  North,  and  one  for  the  South.  Two  in- 
stances of  success  in  such  a  policy  were  quite  enough  to  have  been  count- 
ed upon.  The  old  caution  against  third  experiments  in  sleight-of-hand 
tricks  should  have  been  heeded  by  them.  The  fate  of  the  Whig  party 
stands  a  beacon  to  politicians  of  all  parties.  A  firm,  united,  and  consist- 
ent stand,  on  one  side  or  the  other,  (whether  in  support  of  the  right  or 
tbe  wrong,)  should  be  understood  to  be  the  indisp>en£able  condition  of  the 
support  of  a  shrewd  people. 

It  appears  to  have  been  upon  this  policy  that  the  Democratic  party 
acted  in  the  late  contest ;  and  to  this  they  owe  their  success.  Yet  it  is 
true  that  their  espousal  of  a  diabolical  cause,  if  persisted  in,  insures  their 
future  and  overwhelming  ruin  and  infamy.  True  and  permanent  suc- 
cess comes  only  from  unflinching  fidelity  to  the  true  and  the  right. 
For  the  present,  the  dominant  party  enjoys  its  chosen  reward — the  vic- 
tory and  the  spoils.  The  day  of  reformation  or  of  retribution  must 
come. 

The  claim  of  President  Pierce  to  his  official  position  rests  on  sernces 
like  the  following  : 

On  February  2,  1833,  he  voted  in  favor  of  Mr.  Chinn's  Resolution  (in 
opposition  to  J.  Q.  Adams)  to  lay  the  Abolition  petitions  on  the  table. 
He  voted  in  the  same  manner  on  a  similar  motion,  December  10,  1835, 
Two  days  afterwards  he  did  the  same,  and  preceded  his  vote  by  an  advo- 
cacy of  that  coui-se.  The  same  question  drew  from  him  the  same  vote, 
Dec.  21st.  Feb.  8,  1836,  he  voted  for  Mr.  Patton's  motion  to  reconsider 
the  vote  referring  a  petition,  and  on  the  16th  he  denounced  the  Anti- 
slavery  petitions  and  the  Anti-slavery  movement.  Feb.  23,  he  voted 
against  a  motion  of  Mr.  Adams  to  refer  to  the  Select  Committee  on  the 
subject,  a  petition  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  Federal  District.  May  18, 
1836,  he  voted  for  the  gag  of  Mr.  Pinckney,  having  been  a  member  of 
the  Committee  that  reported  it,  and  having  advocated  it  before  the  House. 
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On  Jan.  18,  1837,  he  voted  for  the  ga.g  of  Mr.  Hawes.  On  the  11th  of 
Feb.,  1837,  he  voted  for  the  Resolution  (hat  "  Slaves  do  not  possess  the 
right  of  petition  secured  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  by  the 
Constitution." 

In  1837,  Mr.  Pierce  entered  the  Senate.  On  Dec.  18,  1837,  he  was 
in  favor  of  nominally  receiving  an  Anti-slavery  petition,  (it  having  be- 
come odious  to  do  otherwise,)  and  of  then  laying  it  on  the  table.  Dec. 
7,  he  supported  the  resolutions  of  John  C.  Calhoun  on  the  subject,  with 
incidental  exceptions.  Jan.  3,  1838,  he  voted  against  receiving  petitions 
against  the  annexation  of  Texas.  The  next  day,  he  voted  against  print- 
ing the  Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Vermont  on  that  subject.  Feb. 
6,  1838,  he  cooperated  with  Mr.  Calhoun  in  applying  the  gag  to  Mr. 
Morri-,  of  Ohio. 

"Willi  hi"!  public  course  in  the  House  and  the  Senate,  the  speeches  and 
lettcTs  of  Mr.  Pierce  on  other  occasions  correspond.  He  earnestly  op- 
posed, in  Xew-Hampshire,  his  old  political  friend,  John  P.  Hale.  On  a 
public  occasion  he  avowed  his  approbation  of  the  Compromise  measures, 
and,  in  a  letter  to  Major  Lalley,  May  27,  just  before  the  Nominating 
Whig  Convention,  1852,  shown  by  him  to  members  of  the  Convention, 
he  di>tinctly  advocated  "The  Fugitive  Slave  Law."*  And,  like  his  com- 
petitijr.  Gen.  Scott,  he  accepted  the  nomination  of  his  party,  approving 
its  "  Platform." 

A  few  years  hence,  it  will  almost  seem  incredible  that  such  a  candidate, 
with  such  claims  on  a  free  people,  and  connected  with  such  a  political 
platfoini,  could  have  been  elected  President  of  the  United  States  by  a 
party  calling  themselves  Democratic,  by  Northern  votes,  and  with  such  an 
overn helming  majority.  The  solution  connects  itself  with  that  of  the 
Whig  defeat,  and  with  the  prevalence  of  the  singular  delusion  that  the 
Whig  and  Democratic  parties  must,  of  necessity,  divide  the  people's  votes, 
there  being  no  possibility  of  a  third  nomination  that  could  command 
public  respect.  When  two  rival  parties  sink  so  low,  it  should  be  the  high 
mission  of  a  free  people  to  teach  them  that  neither  of  them  can  succeed. 
This  lesson,  though  it  now  lies  in  the  future,  must  soon  command  public 
attention. 

The  Free  Democracy,  at  the  late  election,  cast  155,849  votes  for  John 
P.  Hale,  instead  of  the  62,168  cast  by  the  Liberty  Party  in  1844  for 
Janu-.--  G.  Birney,  and  the  Free  Soil  vote  of  291,378  for  Martin  Van 
Bureii  in  1848. 

The  Inau;.'-iiral  of  President  Pierce,  March  4,  1853,  afforded  him  an 


•  f"r  t!i.-  jiarticiilars  of  the  precedinir  statement,  see  National  Era  of  June  17, 
185^. 
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opportunity  to  express  anew  his  position,  which  he  did  in  the  following 
terms  : — 

"  I  believe  that  involuntary  servitude,  as  it  exists  in  different  States  in  this 
Confederacy,  is  recognized  by  tiie  Constitution.  I  believe  that  it  stands  like 
any  other  admitted  riirht,  and  that  the  States  where  it  exists  are  entitled  to 
efficient  remedies  to  enforce  the  constitutional  provisions.  •  I  hold  that  the  laws 
of  1860,  commonly  called  the  '  Compromise  Measures,'  are  strictly  constitu- 
tional, and  to  be  iiohesitatingly  carried  into  effect,"  Ac* 

Thfs  harmonizes  with  his  course  in  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  with 
his  acceptance  of  the  Baltimore  Platform,  How  well  it  agrees  with  the 
dictates  of  his  own  conscience,  will  appear  from  the  following : — On  the 
2d  day  of  January,  1852,  in  a  speech  at  Boston  Center,  N.  H.,  he  had 
said  that  the  "  Fugitive  Slave  Law  of  1850  differed  in  no  important  parti- 
cular from  that  of  1T93."  In  answer  to  inquiries  publicly  propounded  to 
him,  he  admitted  that  the  act  was  not  consistent  with  common  law  ;  that 
it  was  "opposed  to  moral  right,  as  well  as  to  humanity  ;"  that  "slavery 
is  contrary  to  the  Constitution  in  some  respects."  He  baid  also,  "  I  have 
been  asked  if  I  liked  this  Fugitive  Slave  Law.  I  answered.  No,  I  loathed 
it !  I  have  a  most  revolting  feeling  at  the  giving  up  of  a  slave;  the  law 
Ls  opposed  to  humanity."  When  further  pressed,  he  said  "  Yes,  it  is 
opposed  to  moral  right.  But  our  fathers  made  the  compact,  and  we  must 
fulfil  it.   I  say  nothing  of  the  humanity  of  it ;  nothing  of  the  right  of  it."f 

Gen-eral  Pierce,  at  that  time,  was  neither  a  member  of  Congress  nor 
an  expectant  of  a  Presidential  nomination.  We  may  see,  in  his  case,  the 
demoralizing  effects  of  recognizing  the  binding  force  of  immoral  and  in- 
human enactments.  We  may  see,  likewise,  the  intrinsic  weakness  of  the 
cause  so  seemingly  strong,  and  may  derive  assurance  and  courage  in 
maintaining  the  right,  by  perceiving  that  we  have  an  ally  in  the  breasts 
of  all  men.  In  such  a  controversy,  ultimate  success  must  be  certain. 
Who  can  fail  to  see  this  ?  The  slaveholders  and  their  supporters  see  it 
and  feel  it.  Hence  their  extreme  sensitiveness  and  ragQ.  Their  struggle 
is  not  that  of  courage,  but  of  despair.  Whatever  they  may  lack,  it  is 
not  the  light  that  shows  them  they  are  in  the  wrong.  How  lamentable 
that  any  religious  teachers  should  labor  to  strengthen  their  hands  in 
wron<j-doinul 

The  elements  of  real  strength  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  old  political 
parties.  Where  the  position  and  activities  of  the  individual  man  are  at 
war  with  his  own  conscience,  it  cannot  be  expected  that,  in  associations 
composed  of  sucli  luen,  the  members  can  be  in  harmony  with  each  other. 


*  Kati'.nnl  Em,  M.wAx  Id,  1853. 

f  The  R  public  thus  qiiot.a  tlie  ttidependtnit  Dcmorrat,  Concord,  N.  H.  ;  also, 
the  Mauc/u^iler  JJ^tnocrat,  N.  H.,  Jan.  8,  1852.      riee  Xational  Era,  July  29,  1852. 
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Conspiracies  are  not  Unicms.  The  Democratic  leaders  glory  over  Whig 
dissensions.  But  their  own  ranks  present  ill-concealed  feuds.  In  Ohio, 
Democratic  policy  sustains  the  position  of  Senator  Chase,  by  refusing  to 
adopt  the  Baltimore  Platform.  At  a  State  Convention  for  nominations, 
a  motion  to  adopt  it  elicited  a  warm  debate.  The  friends  of  the  proposal 
wished  to  withdraw  it,  to  avoid  a  vote,  but  the  poor  privilege  was  denied 
them,  and  it  was  suppressed  by  a  vote  to  lay  it  on  the  table !  And  reso- 
lutions concerning  slavery  were  adopted,  very  closely  corresponding  with 
those  of  the  Pittsburgh  Convention  of  the  Free  Democracy.*  This 
Bhows  that  the  victorious  party  now  in  power,  even  with  the  spoils  in  its 
possession,  cannot  agree  on  the  slave  question — the  grand  question  of  the 
a^e.  A  dissolution  of  the  party,  as  now  organized,  seems  not  improbable. 
The  nationality  of  the  Whig  party,  if  that  party  can  be  said  to  have  any 
organized  existence  at  all,  seems  hopelessly  wrecked.  As  the  mainten- 
ance of  07ie  national  party  without  another  to  contend  against  is  impos- 
sible, and  as  the  friends  of  liberty  are  rapidly  increasing,  it  will  not  be 
long,  we  trust,  before  the  electors  of  this  country  are  all  divided  into  two 
parties,  the  friends  and  enemies  of  freedom. 

The  disappointments  and  mortifications  of  the  majority  of  servile  poli- 
ticians should  tend  to  dampen  their  ardor  and  warn  their  successors. 
Allusion  has  already  been  made  to  the  fate  of  prominent  aspirants  for 
the  Chief  Magistracy,  but  the  melancholy  fate  of  Webster  deserves  fur- 
ther notice.  It  has  well  been  said  of  him  that  "  in  giving  strength  to 
the  South,  he  lost  strength  at  the  North.  And  in  losing  strength  at 
the  North,  he  lost  availability  at  the  South.  This  case  of  Mr.  Webster 
is  not  an  exception.  It  illustrates  a  general  rule."f  Van  Buren,  Cass, 
an  1  Buchanan,  were  sacrificed  in  the  same  way.  It  is  remarkable  that 
in  the  Baltimore  Convention,  Mr.  Webster  was  signally  deserted  by  the 
South.  At  the  first  ballot,  out  of  294  votes,  he  only  received  29,  and 
all  these  were  from  non-slaveholding  States.  At  the  subsequent  ballot- 
ings,  his  rose  only  to  31,  and  then  declined  to  25  and  21.  "From  be- 
gin!)ing  to  end,  on  53  ballotings,  Mr.  Webster  had  received  but  two 
votes  from  the  South,  one  of  them  from  Virginia,  and  one  from  Mis- 
souri V'l  And  this  was  the  reward  he  reaped  for  his  services  in  procuring 
and  sustaining,  at  an  immense  sacrifice,  the  Fugitive  Slave  Bill !  It  is 
known  that  this  ingratitude  was  deeply  felt  by  Mr.  Webster  and  his 
friend*,  arjd  that  this  feeling  contributed  largely  to  diminish  the  vote  for 
Gen.  Scott. 

AN  hen  to  these  records  of  Southern  in<rratitude  are  added  those  of 


*  Xnfor,.if  Kr<i,  .Inn.  20,  1823.  \  National  Era,  June  17,  1852. 

\  Na  fiii'il  Kr^i,  June  24,  1852. 
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Northern  disgust,  they  may  unitedly  warrant  the  hope  that  the  days  of 
political  servility  to  slaveholders  are  numbered,  and  nearly  expired.  The 
confessions  of  Mr.  Brooks,  a  Representative  in  Congress  from  the  city  of 
Xew-York,  are  in  place  here.  In  an  explanation  made  in  the  House, 
April  23,  alluding  to  the  Southern  members  of  Congress  and  their  coui-se 
at  a  previous  caucus  in  Washington  City,  Mr.  B.  said  :  — 

"  In  the  great  hour  of  trial,  two  sessions  ago,  our  services  were  necessary  for 
them,  and  they  were  given  to  them  freely.  Ever  since  that,  we  have  been  hunted 
down  in  the  Xorth.  as  Missouri  Compromise  men  were  in  1820 — but  one  of  whom 
survived  the  political  shock ;  the  rest  were  hurried  into  political  death  bv  their 
connection  with  the  South.  If  we  feel  sensitive  upon  the  subject  amid  the  ad- 
verse political  opinion  around  us,  and  if  we  joined  icitk  thein  to  execute  an  odious 
provision  of  the  Constitution,  and  in  creating  an  American  sentiment  for  its  vindi- 
cation and  support,  and  if  Ave  desired  and  claimed  their  protection,  we  only 
claimed  what  is  uur  due  and  right,  and  which,  if  tfuy  give  us,  we  can  support 
ourselves  and  our  country  upon  the  basis  of  our  Constitution.* 

It  is  here  stated  that  the  Northern  supporters  in^Congress  of  the  Fu- 
gitive Slave  Bill  supported  it  expecting  Southern  '•  protection,"  and  in 
the  hope  of  changing  public  opinion  at  the  North  ;  but,  failing  to  effect 
such  a  change,  they  are  "  hunted  down  at  the  North,"  while  the  South 
fails  to  "  protect"  them.  The  leading  Whigs  of  Massachusetts  express 
similar  complaints.  Neither  Yankee  nor  Dutch  shrewdness  can  hardly 
be  expected  to  persevere  in  courting  martyrdom  in  support  of  slavery, 
under  prospects  like  these.  Governmental  patronage,  including  execu- 
tive appointments,  may  continue  to  bribe,  successfully,  large  numbers  of 
adventurers,  so  long  as  the  Administration  remains  in  pro-slavery  hands ; 
but  the  blanks  drawn  in  the  lottery  will  greatly  outnumber  the  prizes, 
and  the  high  price  of  the  tickets  will  discourage  such  investments  before 
long.  The  PEOPLE  of  the  free  North  hold  the  power  of  the  nation  in 
their  own  hands.  They  have  only  to  use  that  power  in  accordance  with 
their  professed  sentiments,  and  the  work  is  done. 

We  have  seen  how  the  Slavery  question  has  continue*!  to  agitate  both 
Houses  of  Congress — how  it  constituted  the  grand  test  of  the  Presiden- 
tial nomination  and  election — and  how  vitally  it  enters  into  the  mea- 
sures of  the  existing  Administration,  giving  shape  and  character  to  its 
policy.  The  discussion  of  such  a  question  cannot  be  suppressed :  the 
attempt  at  suppression  only  adds  to  the  range  and  the  interest  of  the 
discussion ;  and  the  agitating  topic  is  introduced  of  necessity — is  unceas- 
ingly introduced  by  the  very  pereons  who  most  loudly  demand  that  the 
agitation  shall  be  silenced !  Who  can  help  investigating  such  a  ques- 
tion ?  And  what  but  unceasing  investigation  does  the  cause  of  liberty 
need  ? 


*  Xew-  York  Evening  Post,  April  2-4. 
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If  w«  now  glance  at  the  political  movi?ments  of  those  who  dispute  the 
tmtffi'fitii^^y  of  the  slave  power,  we  shall  find  ample  evidence  of  the  activity 
nf0i'  agitation,  and  that  this  activity  increases  and  becomes  more  effect- 
ift(  Willi  every  political  device  for  its  suppression  or  termination. 

TJiC  Nominating  Convention  at  Pittsburgh,  already  mentioned,  was 
//f,|y  ft  Kpecimen,  on  a  large  scale,  (^  similar  Conventions  held  through- 
if»i  ill';  non-slaveholding  States,  and  in  some  of  the  slave  States,  besides 
n/riti'-  of  the  free  States  in  which  the  advanced  position  of  the  Pittsburgh 
rolfjorily  report  (not  novel  in  many  parts  of  the  country)  was  ably  advo- 
fj^if/l  enthusiastically  welcomed,  and  sustained.  The  Conventions  of 
U)«'  Liberty  Party  were  of  this  latter  type. 

Hl'de  Conventions  of  the  '■'Free  Democracy"  for  nominations  during 
i\u-  I'residHntial  campaign  (and  in  which  the  Pittsburgh  platform  and 
j,/;fniiiations  were  adopted)  were  held  in  each  of  the  sixteen  free  States 
fttcl  in  five  of  the  slave  States,  making  twenty-one  States  in  all,  (besides 
1,1, <;  district  of  Columbia,)  to  wit: — Maine,  New-Hampshire,  Vermont, 
M/iw.achusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New- York,  New- Jersey,  Penn- 
»,ylvaiiia,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan,  Wisconsin,  Iowa,  and  Califor- 
»ii:i.  (Wi^a  States;)  also,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina, 
and  Kentucky,  (slave  States  ;)  in  all  of  which,  and  in  the  Federal  Dis- 
(,i)rt,  votes  were  cast  against  the  present  supremacy  of  the  slave  power  :  a 
«<'i-liiiiony  which  had  to  be  spread  before  the  people  in  the  teeth  of  all 
(^ogH,  compromises,  and  "  finality"  settlements  of  the  vexed  question. 
'J  III-,  ballot-box  is  still  left  to  us,  and  once  in  four  years  the  voters  have 
t|j(!  oj)portunity  of  making  their  voices  heard  and  their  sentiments 
niid'Tstood  at  the  seat  of  government,  by  those  who  trample  their  peti- 
(iodM  in  the  dust,  and  by  the  whole  nation. 

VVIicn  we  consider  how  the  Slavery  question  thus  enters,  of  necessity, 
iiiti)  iiur  national  politics,  as  an  element  of  agitation,  of  discussion,  and  of 
iricction  tests ;  when  we  notice  how  inevitably  national  politics  become 
Hlatt^  politics,  county  politics,  city,  ward,  township,  village,  school-dis- 
Irlct  and  neighborhood  politics,  among  a  people  whose  daily  reading  and 
conversation  familiarizes  them  with  political  questions,  one  cannot  help 
M'cing  the  mistakes  of  those  who,  on  the  one  hand,  indulge  hopes  that 
the  agitation  can  be  quieted  during  the  existence  of  slavery,  and  of  those 
wImi,  on  the  other  hand,  give  way  to  gloomy  apprehensions  of  the  perpe- 
tuity I'f  (')ppression.  It  is  enough  to  know  that  discussion  will  overthrow 
hlfivf-ry,  and  that  nothing  short  of  its  extinction  can  silence  the  discus- 
r>ion. 

Thf  year  past  furnishes  assurances  of  this.  Besides  the  State  Nomi- 
tinting  Conventions  just  mentioned,  there  have  been  county,  city,  ward, 
t<>wnshij>,  village,  school-district,  and  neighborhood  convention*,  meet- 
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ings  and  gatherings,  larger  and  smaller,  of  the  sanae  character,  responding 
to  the  nominations,  and  taking  measures  fjr  sustaining  them.  The  poli- 
tical agitation  has,  almost  literally,  been  carried  to  the  fam  ly  thresholJ 
and  fireside  of  the  voter,  and  he  could  not  avoid  hearincsomethino' of  the 
merits  of  the  case.  A  wide  ditfusion  of  important  information  has  beer* 
the  result,  and  a  demand  created  for  more. 

^  STATE    LEGISLATION. 

If  the  subject  of  slavery  enters  vitally  into  our  national  politics,  most 
assuredly  does  it  enter  directly  into  the  policy  and  action  of  the  State 
Legislatures,  Northern  and  Southern.  Though  some  of  the  free  States 
may,  for  the  present,  remain  inert  and  inactive,  the  time  must  come  when 
action,  on  one  side  or  the  otiier,  will  be  demanded  by  importunities  and 
necessities  which  will  preclude  further  delay.  Agitation  in  the  State  Le- 
gislatures, and  conso'^uently  in  Slate  elections,  will  then  be  the  order  of 
the  dny. 

For  the  present,  the  pro  slavery  element,  now  in  the  ascendant,  is  pros- 
perously pioneering  the  way,  and  preparing  pry-fdcnts  without  number 
for  agiUitors  on  the  side  of  freedom.  If  there  may  be  St  ite  action  in 
support  of  slavery,  there  may  be  State  action  against  it.  It  will  be  for 
the  people  to  say  which  shall  obtain,  and  the  selection  will  invite  and 
secure  discussion,  the  precursor,  we  trust,  of  ri^ht  action. 

In  the  State  of  Delaware,  the  agitation  has  already  begun.  And. 
what  is  remarkable,  it  has  been  begun  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  its 
beginning!  Apprehensions,  it  seems,  were  entertained,  that  the  Legisla- 
ture might  yield  to  the  moving  current  of  the  age  in  favor  of  freedom. 
To  prevent  this,  it  is  proposed  so  to  amend  the  Constitution  as  to  place 
it  beyond  their  power.     And  thus  the  discussion  is  precipitated. 

Hon.  James  A.  Bayard,  the  Democratic  leader  in  the  Convention,  has  intro- 
duced and  carried  tho  following  olause,  divesting  future  Legislatures  of  the  abso- 
lute power  over  sla\.-ry,  alway-"  hitherto  enjoyed,  and  aggravating  the  wrongs 
hitherto  inflicted  on  the  free  colored  population,  viz.: 

Sea  22.  The  Legislature  shall  have  no  autliority  to  emancipate  slaves  without 
the  consent  of  their  owner  or  ownei-s.     [Yeas,  21  ;  Nays,  6.] 

Sec  23.  No  free  negro  or  mulatto  not  now  an  inhabitant  of  the  State,  or  who 
shall  hereafter  leave  the  State  with  intent  to  change  his  residence,  shall,  after  the 
adoption  of  tiiis  C'l institution,  settle  in  this  State,  or  come  into  and  remain  within 
the  State  more  than  ten  days.  All  contracts  made  with  any  free  negro  or 
mulatto  coining  into  the  State  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  tliL^  section  shall  be 
void :  and  any  person  who  shall  employ  such  free  negro  or  mulatto,  or  other- 
wise encourage  him  to  remain  in  the  vState,  sliall  be  fined  in  a  sum  not  les8  than 
ten,  nor  more  than  one  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  24.  All  tinea  which  may  be  collected  for  a  violation  of  the  provisions  of 
the  preceding  section,  or  of  any  law  which  may  hereafter  be  passed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  the  same  into  etTect,  shall  be  set  apart  and  appropriated  for  the 
colonization  of  such  free  negroes  and  mulattoea  ad  may  be  inhabitants  of  the 
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Htate  at  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution,  and  .their  descendants  who  may  be 
■willing  to  emigrate.     [Yeas,  17;  Nays,  8.]  * 

*A8  might  easily  have  been  foreseen,  ibis  movement  threw  the  State 
into  a  ferment.  Dissent  is  stamped  vipon  the  record  of  the  proceedings, 
as  nearly  one  tliird  of  the  body  vutod  in  the  negative.  And  the  same 
number  of  tlic  same  journal  from  which  we  copy  the  intelligence,  con- 
nects with  it  the  earnest  and  abK>  protest  of  an  influential  editor  in  the 
same  State.  The  proposed  clau>iO  wti-s  approved  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  but  it  was  afterwards  rejected  by  the  Convention,  so  that  the 
subject  of  slavery,  and  the  condition  of  the  free  people  of  color,  are  left 
untouched. 

In  the  Ler/islaiui-e  of  Massachusftt.^,  the  agitation  has  also  been  going 
on.  The  Twenty-first  Annual  Kopoit  of  the  Massachusetts  Anti-slavery 
Societv  savs : 

"  Resolution^  wore  introduced  into  tho  House  of  RepresentatiTes  of  an  anti- 
slavorv  cliaraett-r,  but  tlu-y  soon  oaino  to  an  untimely  end.  An  eioellent  bill  for 
till-  srciiiity  of  pergonal  libei'ty,  which  wjw*  diafted  and  reported  by  Hon.  Samuel 
R  ScwaTl,  and  which  passed  the  Sousto  by  a  good  majority,  sliared  the  same 
fatr  at  tliv  hands  of  the  Lower  llou<<\  An  attemjit  to  relieve  the  colored  men 
of  til..'  >tat.-  from  the  opprobrium  o.-»>t  upon  them  by  their  eielusion  from  the 
militia  on  aLi-'Ouut  of  tlieir  corajilexio:\,  was  al^o  defeated." 

These  temporary  defeats  will  o:iiy  supply  fresh  topics  of  discussion 
and  agitation,  forbidding  the  subjtvt  of  slavery  to  stagnate.  The  friends 
of  liberty  in  Massachusetts  will  jvrh.-iiis  be  driven  to  the  discovery  and 
adoption  of  some  more  efhcieiit  mc:h«.>ds  of  political  State  sction,  hitherto 
overlooked  by  them.  At  all  eveu^N  pro-slaveryism  in  Masssachusetts  will 
reap  no  laurels  and  gain  no  permsne:-.:  ^K)pularity  by  such  Ormonstrations. 

The  Legislature  of  Peymsi^lfafuJi  has  also  been  a  hall  of  slavery  and 
anti-slavery  agitation,  within  the  iv*^t:  year.  There  is  a  la«-  of  that  State 
against  kidnapping,  "  by  which  tbi?  Scate  officers  are  forbidden  to  asast 
in  the  capture  of  fugitive  slaves,''  st^i  (as  it  stood  until  recently)  the  use 
of  the  State  jails  for  the  confin-.-rj^eot  of  fugitives  was  made  a  penal 
offer.se.  A  bill  had  passed  the  L-'^sIature,  repealing  tli'-:?*ke  provisicHts, 
but  it  had  been  vetoed  by  Goverr?<v  Johnston,  with  a  clemr  and  conchi- 
sive  exposition  of  his  reasons.  Tr.s  was  his  last  oflBciai  act.  His  soc- 
cessor,  Governor  Bigler,  recommer-i-^i  the  repeal  of  the  -essential  parts 
of  the  anti-slavery  law.  But  all  Ui:  was  done  was  to  rei3»eAl  the  section 
making  the  use  of  the  jails  s  r^raal  offense.  "The  Ptst  of  the  law 
stands  as  it  did  before."  "A  nxv;  lafamous  bill  for  thn  prohibition  of 
the  emigration  of  free  negroes  ir.::  :i!e  Slate,  excited  so  scrong  an  indig- 
nation  that  it  was  suffered  to  cvc  la  the  committee  tu  "which  it  was 

*  New-York  J^^/un,.  April  29,  1853. 
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referred."  "Governor  Bigler  succeeded,  however,  in  mating  his  zeal  for 
the  injured  South  conspicuous,  by  the  pardon  of  the  infamous  Alberti,' 
who  had  been  convicted  of  the  crime  of  kidnapping.*  A  bill  was  liRe- 
wise  introduced  into  the  Legislature  for  reenacting  the  statute  by  which 
slaveholders  were  permitted  to  bold  their  human  property  in  the  State 
for  a  limited  time,  but  no  action  wa%  had  on  the  subject. 

In  the  Legislature  of  New-York,  a  similar  attempt  was  made,  for  the 
special  object  of  counteracting  the  effect  of  .Judge  Paine's  decision  in  the 
case  of  Mr.  Lemmon's  slaves,  f  and  thus  restoring  the  usage  of  allowing 
slaveholders  to  travel  with  their  slaves  through  this  State,  without  their 
claiming  successfully  their  common-law  right  to  freedom.  But  the  pro- 
posal met  with  little  favor,  and  was  prudently  permitted  to  pa-'^s  into 
oblivion,  affording  fresh  encouragement  to  efforts  for  purifying  public 
opinion.  By  a  former  law  of  the  State,  tlie  master  might  hold  his 
slave  within  its  limits  nine  months,  but  through  the  efforts  of  Abolitionists 
it  was  repealed,  and  cannot  again  V>e  revived. 

In  the  California  Legislature,  lijiewise,  there  has  been  agitation,  and 
conflict,  and  action.  In  February,  1852,  "a  bill  was  introduced  into  the 
House  of  Representatives,  providing  procear  and  imposing  obligations  on 
officials  fur  the  capture  and  rendition  of  fugitive  slaves — es:>entially  a 
reenactment  of  the  Fugitive  Slave  Act."  Another  section  was  introduced, 
providing  that  persons  held  to  service  and  labor  in  other  States  and  Ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States,  who  had  been  brought  within  the  limits  of 
the  State  previous  to  its  admission  into  the  Union,  and  who  now  refused 
to  return,  should  be  deemed  fugitives,  acd  surrendered  accordingly.  By 
this  provision,  many  persons  legally  free  by  the  operation  of  fundamental 
law,  in  the  absence  of  municipal  law,  were  subjected  again  to  slavery  ! 

The  bill  did  not  pass  without  warm  opposition  in  both  Houses,  especi- 
ally in  the  Senate,  where  it  was  very  near  being  defeated.  The  bill  was 
also  so  modified  as  to  make  it  ex[>ire  on  the  1st  of  May,  1853 ;  and  it 
was  provided  that  no  master  should  hold  any  slave  in  the  State  for  any 
other  purpose  than  that  of  removing  him  from  it.  J 

The  Legislature  of  Illinois  has  disgraced  itself  by  a  most  infamous 
enactment,  by  which  (in  defiance  of  the  Jeffersonian  Ordinance  of  1787, 
for  ever  inhibiting  slavery  in  the  North-west  Territory,  and  in  the  States 
formed  out  of  it)  the  odious  system  is  substantially  established,  and  Illi- 
nois BECOMES  A  Slave  State,  not  merely  by  the  introduction  of  persons 
already  enslaved,  but  by  the  enslavement  of  free  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  coming  in  from  other  States,  in  direct  violation  of  the  Constitu- 


*  Twcnty-fii-st  Annual  Rep.  Mass.  A.  S.  Soc,  p.  34-. 

f  Ibid.,  p.  59.  X  Ibid. 
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tion  itself*  In  its  minute  specifications  determining  who  may  be  slaves, 
it  outstrips  the  statutes  of  all  the  other  slave  States,  insomuch  that  while 
even  Southern  judges  have  been  unable  to  find  the  enactment  in  those 
States  that  created  and  originated  the  legal  relation  of  master  and  6lave,f 
it  must  be  admitted  that  the  statute  of  Illinois  presents,  perhaps,  the 
only  excejition  to  that  rule,  making  her  the  only  State  in  the  Union 
whose  Statute  Book  can  be  shown  to  have  expressly  and  definitely 
enacted  slaverv.  As  the  statute  is  of  great  length,  we  will  give  only  an 
abstract  of  its  main  features  : 

Str.  1.  pI•o\•i(k•^  tliat  any  person  who  brings,  or  causes  to  be  brought,  "into 
the  SlaU',  any  neirro  or  mulatto  slave,  whether  said  slave  is  set  free  or  not^" 
Bhall  be  subjecteii  to  a  fiue  of  from  one  to  five  hundred  dollars,  and  to  imprison- 
ment not  iiinrc  than  one  year,  with  costs. 

8i>'.  u,  afti-r  describing  the  process,  and  pointing  out  the  duty  of  officials  in 
executiiiir  the  law,  even  when  the  accused  may  be  citizens  of  other  States,  con- 
cludes thii> :  "  Provided,  that  this  section  shall  not  be  construed  so  as  to  affect  per- 
sons or  slaves  bo7ia  fide  travelling  through  this  State  to  and  from  any  other 
Stat-  in  tlie  United  Stages." 

This  L'ives  the  slaveholder  permission  to  take  his  slaves  into  Illinois  and  carry 
them  out  again  as  slaves,  whereas,  by  the  common  law,  his  bringing  them  in 
would  flee  them,  as  was  decJded  by  Judge  Paine  in  New-York. 

Sta.  a.  "If  any  negro  or  mulatto,  bond  or  free,  shall  come  into  this  State  and 
remain  ten  days,  with  the  evident  intention  of  remaining  in  the  same,  every 
sucli  negro  or  ujulatto  shall  be  deemed  guilt}'  of  a  high  misdemeanor."  Penally 
for  the  first  offen?e,  tifty  dollars  f 

Sei.  4  ]iiovides,  that  if  said  fine  is  not  paid  forthwith,  the  delinquent  shall  be 
advertised  for  sale  at  public  auction;  and  at  the  time  appointed,  "  the  justice 
shall  pro'.eed  to  sell  said  negro  or  mulatto  to  any  person  who  will  pay  said  fine 
and  Costs  for  the  shortest  time,"  etc.,  etc. 

Ski.  sj  ju'ovides,  that  if  said  negro  or  mulatto  fails  to  leave  the  State  within 
ten  davs  of  tlie  expiration  of  his  or  her  term  of  service,  he  or  she  shall  be  liable  to 
a  fine  of  one  hundred  dollars,  and  so  on,  for  every  subsequent  offense  increasing 
the  fine  fifty  dollars. 

Sec.  6  regulates  the  process  of  appeal  from  decisions  against  the  accused,  re- 
quiring heavy  bonds,  and  making  the  process  onerous  and  difficult. 

Ski.  7  awards  to  the  successful  comjilainant  half  the  fines  collected,  and  re- 
serves the  rest  for  a  ''  charity  fund"  for  the  benefit  of  '^  the  poor  of  said  county  T 

Slc.  8  provides  facilities  for  the  benefit  of  such  as  may  claim  the  arrested  per- 
sons as  their  slaves,  enabling  them,  on  due  proof^  to  remove  them  from  the 
State. 

Sec  9  provides  for  the  punishment  (for  nonfeasance  in  office)  of  justices  who 
shall  refuse  to  cariv  out  the  preceding  provisions!  So  that  no  one  can  hold  the 
office  rrho  declines  becoming  a  slave  auctioneer  ! 

Sec.  111.  "  Every  person  who  shall  have  one  fourth  part  negro  blood,  shall  be 
deemed  a  mulatto." 

Si;i.  11.  "This  act  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  pass- 
age." 

Approved,  Feb.  12,  1853. 

It  is  evident  that,  by  the  operations  of  this  statute,  fi-ee  colored  emi- 

*  ron«titutioii  of  the  United  States. 
f  St<-  (iuodeir^  American  Slave  Code,  pp.  2CO-8. 

X  It  will  be  -. .  n  that  this  act  does  not  refer  to  persons  of  color  living  in  the 
State  at  tli--  tiujt   it   ]>a.-sed. 
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grants  may  be  reduced  to  slavery  for  life.  It  is  not  the  services  of  the 
man  that  are  sold,  but  the  man  himself/  The  words  of  the  statute  are 
clear  and  emphatic.  Slave  statutes  are  always  construed  to  the  letter. 
And  the  known  usage  is,  that  a  sale  for  a  term  of  time  secures  perpetuity. 
The  man  is  held  as  a  chattel,  and  can  have  no  redress.  Besides,  in  the 
absence  of  competition,  the  term  of  service  may  cover  a  whole  life,  espe- 
cially in  cases  where  the  6ne,  as  provided  in  the  statute,  is  increased  to  a 
large  amount,  and  heavy  costs  added  to  the  sum. 

K  this  development  in  Illinois  does  not  rouse  the  friends  of  liberty  in 
that  State,  and  throughout  the  free  States,  to  more  spirited  action  and  to 
a  higher  tone  of  demand,  the  case  is  indeed  a  hopeless  one.  While  they 
are  consenting  to  make  issue  upon  the  question  of  the  extension  or  non- 
extension  of  slavery  into  new  States,  the  Genius  of  Slavery  is  emboldened 
and  enabled  to  carry  the  aggressive  warfare  into  the  already  existing /V^e 
States,  and  transform  one  of  them  into  a  slave  State  /  The  issue  is  now 
changed  to  the  question  whether  the  tree  States  of  this  Union  shail  become 
slave  States  I  Is  it  not  high  time  to  learn  that  slavery,  if  permitted  to  exist, 
can  neither  be  limited  nor  localized  I  Might  we  not  as  well  talk  of  limit- 
ing  a  conflagration  to  a  particular  part  of  a  city  by  ordinances  and 
statutes?  What  has  become  of  the  Ornlnance  of  1787?  Will  not 
Abolitionists  of  all  organizations  and  parties — will  not  all  lovers  of 
liberty,  all  opponents  of  pro-slavery  supremacy,  unite  in  raising  again,  in 
still  louder  tones,  the  Anti-slavery  demand  of  1833,  not  merely  for  the 
non-extension,  but  for  the  utter  and  immediate  abolition  of  American 
slavery  ? 

After  witnessing  such  specimens  of  pro-slavery  legislation  in  the  so- 
called  free  States,  we  need  not  be  surprised  to  find  their  example  followed 
by  the  semi-civilized  Indians.  The  following  is  among  recent  newspaper 
items : — 

The  Cherolvees  are  really  reaching  a  high  pitch  of  civilization,  refinement,  and 
chivalrj.  The  "Act  ia  regard  to  Free  Negroes'  has  just  been  amended  so  ad  to 
read  thus: 

"No  free  n<'gro,  except  such  as  may  be  freed  by  citizens  of  tlie  Nation,  shall 
reside  or  hold  [u-operty  -within  the  limits  of  tlie  Cherokee  Nation.  And  it  is 
hereby  made  the  duty  of  the  Sheriffs  to  notifv  all  such  as  may  be  found  in  their 
respective  districts,  now  or  at  any  time  hereafter,  to  leave  the  Nation  within 
tifty  days  after  said  notice. 

"Be  it  furthtT  enacted,  That  all  free  negroes  and  slaves  whatever  are  hereby 
prohibited  from  carrving  any  weapon  of  anv  description  declared  to  be  unlaw- 
ful, under  the  penalty  of  receiving  thirty-nine  lashes  on  the  bare  buck  for  every 
such  offense,  upou  conviction  before  any  Court  having  jurisdiction  of  the 
offense." 

The  fruits  of  the  missionary  policy  that  has  permitted  slaveholJing, 
unrebukeJ,  in  the  Cherokee  and  Choctaw  mission  churches,  is  bore  plainly 
visible.     Will  not  the  advocates  of  that  policy  see  and  rectify  their  mis- 
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take?  Will  not  the  supporters  of  Christian  missions  demand  a  change? 
And  will  they  not  so  direct  their  contributions  as  to  make  the  demand 
effectual  ? 

The  Naticmal  Era  of  April  28,  1853,  states  : 

"In  the  Legidatxire  of  Virginia,  R  bill  has  been  pas?ed  appropriating  $42,000 
to  be  applied  to  removing  free  colored  persons  from  the  fctate  to  Liberia,  pro- 
Tiding  that  a  portion  of  it"  shall  be  raised  by  a  poll-tax  on  free  colored  males, 
and  a  tax  on  seals  attached  to  registers  for  freedom  ;  in  other  words,  compelling 
the  poor  to  contribute  to  the  expenses  of  their  own  banishment" 

And  this  it  seems  is  the  newest  phase  of  colonizationism  in  Virginia, 
where  the  scheme  originated.  This  is  colonizing  the  free  people  of  color 
"  with  their  own  consent  I"  It  is  stated  by  a  corre^^pondent  of  the  National 
Era*  that  the  number  of  free  negroes  in  Virginia,  by  the  last  census,  is 
54,333  ;  that  their  presence,  in  certain  localities,  is  a  great  public  benefit; 
that  those  capable  of  labor  are  constantly  employed  by  persons  willing  to 
employ  hired  laborers  and  pay  them  just  wages.  But  the  system  of  hired 
labor  cannot  be  tolerated  by  the  slaveholders!  "Agitation"  in  the  Old 
Dominion  may  yet  grow  out  of  this  phase  of  pro-slavery  legislation,  and 
shake  the  stability  of  the  "  peculiar  institution"  of  coerced  labor.  It  must 
be  an  unnatural  and  forced  state  of  things  in  a  "  Commonwealth"  where 
statutes  have  to  be  enacted  for  preventing  a  large  class  of  the  citizens 
from  h'rinn  (heir  work  done  for  them!  In  an  age  of  railroads,  steam 
machinery,  and  telegraphs,  such  a  system  must  encounter  formidable 
obstacles  to  its  perpetuity.  Legislation  may  thrust  a  dam  over  the  cur- 
rent, but  the  waters  will  rise  above  it,  and  at  lengta  sweep  it  away. 

FUGrnVE.S  —  ESCAPES  —  CAPTURES  —  KIDNAPPING— RESCLTS—JLT^I- 

CIAi  PROCEEDINGS. 

Not  onlv  has  the  country  been  agitated  on  the  slave  question  during 
the  past  }  ear,  by  discussions  in  Congress,  by  Presidential  nominations,  by 
political  rivalry,  and  by  State  legislation,  but  the  agitation  has  been 
greatly  promoted  by  the  continued  escapes  of  fugitive  slaves,  by  their 
capture,  by  rescues,  and  by  trials  in  the  courts  growing  out  of  these 
exciting  transactions. 

On  no  point,  perhaps,  connected  with  the  workings  of  slavery,  are  the 
sympathies  of  a  Nurthern  population  so  readily  roused  in  favor  of  free- 
dom and  against  slavery^  as  when  fugitive  slaves  come  among  them — 
e>[>ecially  when  they  are  seized,  dragged  before  magistrates,  and,  by  a 
summary  jirocess,  remanded  back  into  slavery.  This  fact  has  been  so 
well  uiider3tfX)d,  both  before  and  since  the  beginning  of  the  present  anti- 


*  Katicmal  Era,  Feb.  24,  1853. 
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slavery  movement,  that  captures  and  arrests  have  been  conducted  with 
all  practicable  secresy,  and  commonly  under  the  pretense  of  charges  for 
petty  larceny,  &c.  At  an  early  stage  of  the  present  contest,  (as,  for 
instance,  at  Utica,)  it  was  found  that  the  same  populace  that  had  mobbed 
the  Abolitionists  were  ready  to  rally  and  rescue  from  official  custody 
fugitive  slaves  I 

It  was  a  strange  oversight  on  the  part  of  the  conservators  of  slavery 
when  they  passed  the  Fugitive  Slave  Bill  of  1850,  and  especially  when 
they  determined  upon  systematic  measures  for  its  rigorous  execution.  In 
no  other  way  could  they  have  done  as  much  to  increase  the  agitation 
they  had  determined  to  suppress.  In  no  other  way  could  they  have  so 
effectually  drawn  the  public  attention  to  the  diabolical  character  of  sla- 
very, and  to  the  wickedness  and  meanness  of  its  Northern  allies  and  sup- 
porters, both  in  Church  and  State.  In  no  other  way  could  they  have  so 
opportunely  seconded  the  efforts  of  that  class  of  Abolitionists  who  desire 
nothing  more  favorable  to  their  cause  than  the  opportunity  of  litigating 
the  validity  of  pro-slavery  legislation  in  the  courts.  As  the  records  of 
the  past  year  intertwiae  themstilves  with  those  of  preceding  years,  we 
must  be  excused  for  brietly  alluding  to  them. 

In  Massachusetts,  Elizlr  Wkight  bad  beon  prosecuted  for  assisting 
at  the  rescue  of  SuADRACii.  The  trial  took  place  before  Judge  Clrtis, 
in  June,  1852.  "It  was  affirmed  and  believed  that  the  District  Attorney 
received  instructions  from  the  Secret^/y  of  State  to  have  this  trial  take 
place  during  the  week  preceding  the  Whig  Convention;"  apparently 
desiring  to  incite  a  mutual  influence  between  judicial  decisions  and 
political  movements.  But  the  jury  could  not  agree,  though  the  charge 
of  the  judge  was  strongly  against  the  accused.  At  the  second  trial,  in 
November,  Mr.  Wright  was  acquitted.* 

In  Pennsylvania,  the  trial  of  Rev.  Samuel  Williams,  for  giving  timely 
notice  to  the  slave  of  Gorsuch,  which  led  to  the  battle  of  Christiana, 
terminated  in  his  triumphant  acquittal.f  Judge  GniER,  who  presided  on 
this  trial,  had  b-'trayed  an  evident  leaning  to  the  slaveholdei-s,  and  had 
treated  with  marked  courtesy  the  Maryland  Attorney-General,  who  was 
in  attendance.  But  he  was  severely  censured  by  the  Governor  of  Mary- 
land because  he  did  not  so  distort  the  laws  of  the  United  States  as  to 
procure  the  conviction  of  Mr.  Williams  and  of  the  other  prisoners,  whose 
prosecutions  were  dropped  in  consequence  of  his  acquittal.  This  shows 
the  extent  of  the  slaveholders'  demands,  and  their  gratitude  to  those 
whose  services  fall  short  of  the  successful  vindication  of  them. 

Elizabeth  Parker,  a  free  colored  girl,  who  had  been  kidnapped  from 


*  Twenty-first  Annual  Rep.  Maes.  Anti-slavery  Soc,  p.  33.  f  IbiA 
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Pennsylvania  and  sold  in  New-Orleans  under  another  name,  has  been 
liberated  by  the  exertions  of  citizens  of  Chester  county.  They  entered 
into  a  bond  for  $1500  for  her  return,  conditioned  on  the  payment  of  that 
sum  if  she  did  not  prove  to  be  Elizabeth  f'arker ;  and  the  issue  was  in 
accordance  with  their  anticipations. 

Rachel  Parker,  sister  of  Elizabeth,  had  been  previously  kidnapped. 
She,  too,  has  been  recovered  from  New-Orleans.  Counsel  was  furnished 
for  her  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  she  was  liberated  by  a  Balti- 
more iurv.  But  no  steps  have  been  taken  for  the  punishment  of  the 
kidnaj^pcrs  aud  murderers  by  whom  Joseph  C.  Miller  was  assassinated 
for  havinor  instituted  legal  proceedings  at  Baltimore  for  the  rescue  of 
Rachel  m\er* 

In  Mav,  1852,  James  Phillips,  a  colored  man,  who  had  lived  four- 
teen years  in  narrisburgh,  much  respected,  and  employed  in  a  confiden- 
tial situation  on  a  railway,  was  thrown  off  his  guard  by  a  pretended 
friendlv  salutation,  knocked  down,  carried  before  Commissioner  Richard 
McALLiSTKR.and,  by  a  summary  aud  irregular  process,  delivered  up  into 
slavery.  The  enormity  of  the  case  created  a  strong  sensation ;  and  a 
contribution  was  raised  for  his  relief,  and  he  was  ransomed  from  slaverv.f 

Brief  allusion  was  made  in  our  last  Annual  Report  to  the  case  of 
William  Smith,  who  was  arrested  at  Columbia,  Pennsylvania,  and,  on 
his  attempting  to  escape,  was  shot  dead  by  the  slave-catcher,  one  Ridgely, 
of  Baltimore.  This  attempted  arrest  was  under  warrant  of  the  same 
Commissioner  McAllister.  "  It  has  never  appeared  that  Gov.  Bigler, 
of  Pennsylvania,  has  demanded  the  surrender  of  Ridgely,  or  that  any 
steps  have  been  taken  to  bring  him  to  justice."^ 

The  case  of  Shadrach  S.  Oliver  and  others,  versus  Daniel  Kauff- 
man  and  others,  in  the  United  States  Circuit  Court  at  Philadelphia,  in 
Nov.  1852,  was  a  significant  one.  The  defendants  were  charged  with 
harboring  and  assisting  thirteen  fugitive  slaves,  claimed  as  belonging  to 
the  plaintiti's.  The  charge  by  Judge  Grier  entitled  him  to  the  appella- 
tion of  the  American  Jeffries,  and  evinced  a  resolute  determination  to 
succeed,  at  this  time,  in  giving  satisfaction  to  the  all  controlling  slave 
power  of  the  nation.  He  alluded  distinctly  to  the  complaints  of  the 
Executive  of  Maryland  concerning  the  former  action  of  the  Court,  and 
seemed  anxious,  on  this  occasion,  to  make  due  amends.  He  lamented 
that  "  a  Worthy  citizen  of  Maryland,  in  attempting  to  capture  a  fugitive, 
was  ba.-Iv  murdered  bv  a  mob  of  neirroes  on  the  southern   borders  of 


•  ynt'i'.niil   /•><;,  Aug.  o,   185'2;    also  Twcntv-first  An.  Rep.  Mass.  A.  S.  Soc,  p. 
•.'A:  al-.  1  !.-.l.  ii<k  DoJirlas-'s  jiaj.-rr,  April  22"  lSo3. 

f  T«ci.!_vJinl  All.  Rv]..  Muss.  A.  S.  Soc,  p.  44.  %  Ibid. 
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the  State,"  and  he  aflSrmed  that "  this  outrage  was  the  legitimate  result 
of  the  seditious  and  treasonable  doctrines  taught  by  a  few  vagrant  and 
insane  fanatics." 

In  harmony  with  these  appeals  to  the  worst  passions  and  prejudices 
of  the  community,  were  his  expositions  of  the  law. 

"  In  the  case  now  before  the  Court,"  he  said,  "  it  is  contended  that 
the  slaves  became  free  by  the  act  of  the  plaintiffs  in  voluntarily  bringing 
them  into  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  This  question  depends  upon  the 
law  of  Maryland,  and  not  of  Pennsylvania." 

Thus  he  decided  that  the  slave  laws  of  a  slave  State  extend  their 
jurisdiction  over  the  free  States,  whether  they  consent  or  no  !  Thus  he 
denied  to  a  sovereign  State  the  power  of  excluding  slavery  froni  its  terri- 
tory. 

He  next  proceeded  to  sneer  at  and  set  aside  the  contrary  principle 
recognized  in  the  famous  decision  of  Lord  Mansfield,  in  the  case  of 
James  Somerset,  in  1772,  thus  denying  the  legal  validity  of  the  noble 
decision  by  which  he  declared  that  slavery  could  not  exist  in  England ! 
denying,  likewise,  by  plain  and  unavoidable  implication,  the  legal  valid- 
ity of  the  kindred  judicial  decision  by  which  slavery  was  abolished  in 
Masachusetts,  and  reducing  it  again  to  a  slave  State  ! 

"On  this  subject,"  said  Judge  Grier,  "Lord  Mansfield  lias  said  some  pretty 
things,  (ia  the  case  of  Somerset,)  which  are  often  quoted  as  principles  of  the  com- 
mon law.  But  they  will  perhaps  bf  found,  by  examination  of  later  cases,  to 
be  classed  with  rhetorical  flourishes  rather  than  legal  dogmas.  Since  the  former 
trial  of  this  case,  the  point  has  been-  decided  by  the  Supreme  Court,  as  I  think. 
But,  however  that  may  be,  the  point  is  ruled  in  favor  of  the  plaintiffs,  for  the 
purposes  of  the  present  case,  as  we  desire  to  luive  your  verdict  on  the  facts  in  the 
case,  which  are  so  much  contested." 

The  "  Declaration  of  Independence,"  in  its  affirmation  of  inalienable 
rights,  has  long  since  been  exploded  by  the  slavery  party,  as  a  "  rhetori- 
cal flourish,"  And  now  the  judges  of  the  Federal  Courts,  on  the  bench, 
decide  that  the  foundation-principles  of  the  common  law,  upon  which 
Anglo-Saxon  liberty,  in  both  hemispheres,  has  reposed  for  ages,  are 
•'rhetorical  flourishes"  likewise! 

The  price  of  maintaining  the  Fugitive  Slave  Bill  is  thus  ascertained. 
It  must  involve  the  loss  of  all  legal  principles,  with  the  securities  that 
depend  on  them.  "An  examination  of  later  cases"  (as  decided  by  our 
judges)  will  sweep  them  all  away.  Such  sentiments  from  the  bench  of  the 
Federal  Courts  can  hardly  fail  to  suggest  or  to  stimulate  the  inquiry 
whether  that  can  deserve  the  name  of  law,  which,  by  the  avowals  of  its 
judicial  supporters,  requires  them  to  trample  under  foot,  with  derision, 
the  fundamental  principled  of  law  ! 

The  jury,  thus  instructed,  and  allowed  to  judge  only  of  "  the  facts  of 
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the  case,"  (leaving  the  law  to  Judge  Grier,  who  deems  legal  science  a 
"  rhetorical  flourish,"  to  be  set  aside  by  an  examination  of  "  later  cases  !") 
returned  a  verdict  of  $2,800  against  Kauffnian,  and  of  "  not  guilty,"  in 
the  case  of  the  other  defendants*  Such  is  the  penalty  for  perform- 
ing a  Christian  and  humane  act  in  the  land  of  William  Penn  !  The 
man  who  does  not  feel  his  religious  liberties  infringed  by  such  decisions, 
should  solicitously  ask  himself  whether  he  prizes  and  practises  ChrisCs 
religion,  which  requires  us  to  "hide  the  outcasts,"  to  "feed  the  hun- 
sry,^''  to  "entertain  strangers,"  to  "remember  them  that  are  in  bonds  as 
bound  with  tliem,"  and  ''  do  to  others  as  we  would  have  others  do  to  us." 

About  the  same  time,  another  alleged  fugitive,  called  Thomas  Brown, 
alias  BoRDLEY,  was  arrested  in  Philadelphia  by  the  noted  kidnapper, 
Alberti,  who  was  going  at  large  under  the  pardoning  grace  of  Gov. 
BiHer.  The  poor  man  was  given  up  into  slavery.  At  this  tri;il,  David 
Pavl  Brown,  E--q.,  a  legal  gentleman  professing  to  be  friendly  to 
freedom,  acted  as  counsel  fur  the  prisoner.  The  papers  report  him  as 
having  a.sseiited,  in  open  Court,  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  evidence  pro- 
duced bv  the  claimants,  and  as  saying:  "  Much  as  we  are  opposed  to  the 
Fuiiitive  Slave  Law,  and  to  the  institution  it  is  designed  to  protect,  we 
know  our  duty  as  citizens,  and  will  bow  in  submission  to  the  laws  of  the 
landr\ 

"We  see,  here  again,  the  cost  of  admitting  the  legal  validity  of  the 
"  Fugitive  Slave  Bill,  and  of  the  institution  it  is  designed  to  protect.*' 
The  concession  binds  the  people  hand  and  foot,  and  lays  them  upon  the 
altar  of  the  slave  power,  unresisting  and  submissive,  while  law  itself, 
in  the  fundamental  conception  of  it,  is  adjudged  by  the  Courts  to  be  a 
"  flourish  of  rhetoric,"  repealable  by  judicial  decisions  ! 

In  the  State  of  New- York,  the  work  of  judicial  agitation  has  not 
been  less  eflectively  forwarded. 

One  Jonathan  Lemmon,  of  Virginia,  already  alluded  to,  designing  to 
emigrate  with  his  slaves  to  Texas,  found  it  convenient  to  come  with  them 
to  the  city  of  New- York,  in  November,  1852,  for  embarkation.  On  ar- 
riving there,  the  fact  came  to  the  knowledge  of  some  friends  of  liberty, 
by  whom  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  was  procured,  and  the  slaveholder, 
with  his  alletred  ei^^ht  slaves,  were  broufrht  before  Judjje  Paine,  of  the 
Su]>erior  Court  of  the  City  of  New-York,  in  due  form,  viz. :  "  The  Peo- 
ple, ez  nl.  Louis  Napoleon,  vs.  Jonathan  Lemmon,  Respondent."  On 
the  latter  party  rested  the  obligation  to  show  cause  why  the  alleged 
slaves  were  held  by  him  in  a  sUite  of  imprisonment  and  detention.     The 
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plea  for  the  respondent,  of  course,  was,  that  "  they  were  hii  slaves,  in  the 
right  of  hid  wife  Juliet,  who  had  been  their  owner  for  several  years  past, 
she  being  a  resident  of  Virginia,  a  slaveholding  State,"  drc  ;  "  that  she 
ia  now,  with  her  said  slaves  or  property,  in  transitu  from  Virginia  to 
Texas,  another  slave  State,"  &c. ;  that  "  she  had  no  intention  of  bringing 
them  into  this  State  to  remain  or  reside,  but  was  passing  through  tlie 
haibor  of  New-York,  on  her  way  from  Virginia  to  Texiia,"  <fec. ;  and 
"  she  insists  that  said  persons  are  not  free,  but  are  slaves,  as  aforesaid,  and 
that  she  is  entitled  to  their  possession  and  custody." 

The  point  of  law  thus  distinctly  presented  was,  whether  a  slave,  brought 
into  the  State  of  New- York  by  his  master  or  mistress,  could  for  one 
moment  nmain  a  slave,  and  as  such  be  taken  into  a  slave  State,  or  whether 
he  was  not  in  a  condition  of  freedom,  and,  like  every  other  free  man,  enti- 
tled to  protection  in  the  enjoyment  of  that  freedom.     The  case  was  a 
plain  one,  but  was  earnestly  contested  in  court.     Judge  Paine,  in  an  ela- 
borate opinion,  giving  abundant  citations  of  authorities  and  precedents, 
(some  of  them  taken  from  the  courts  in  slave  States,)  decided  that  "  the 
eight  persons  mentioned  in  the  writ  be  dischargefl."     They  were  accord- 
ingly set  at   liberty.     But  an   excitement   of    political   and   counting- 
house  3ympat!iy  was  got  up  in  favor  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lemmon,  and  a 
sum  much  exceeding  their  own  valuation  of  the  "  property"  was  sub- 
scribed for  th6<  relief  by  the  members  of  the  "  Union  Safety  Committee" 
and  their  coadjutors.     Strange  to  tell,  Judge  Paine  himself  contributed 
to  this  fund  for  making  due  amends  for  the  harshness  of,  his  own  deci- 
sion 1     Whether  he  thought  it  one  of  those  hard  cases  in  which  (accord- 
ing to  prevailing  judicial  ethics)  the  moral  ripkt  of  the  case  had  to  be 
sacrificed  on  the  altar  of  precedent  or  law  ;  or  whether  he  w;w  willing  to 
appease  the  clamor.  Northern  and  Southern,  that  assailed  him,  we  under- 
take not  to  say ;  but  his  friends  may  console  themselves  with  the  belief 
that  the  peace-oflFering  was  not,  to  him,  a  very  expensive  one,  as  it  was 
rumored  that  the  money  for  the  purpose  was  put  into  his  hands  by  mer- 
chants seeking  Southern  custom.    The  class  of  presses  of  which  the  N'eic- 
Vork  Journal  of  Commerreh  a  specimen  were  vociferous  in  their  condem- 
nation of  the  decision,  and  of  the  meddlesome  fanatics  who  had  procured 
it     The  Washington  ffmo/i,  and  other  political  presses,  invoked  "indig- 
nant rebukes;"  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  in  an  ofiRcial  communication, 
complained  of  the  decision  as  an  outrage  upon  Southern  rights  and  two 
patriotic  gentlemen  in  the  Legislature  of  New-York  courageously  stood 
alone  in  support  of  the  Union,  by  proposing  a  legislative  remedy  against 
such  decisions.     In  the   midst  of   these  developments,  a  New-Orleans 
editor  administered  a  caustic  rebuke  of  Southern  fanaticism  and  Northern 
servility,  showing,  by  a  reference  to  ca.-es  decided  iu  the  courts  of  Luuis- 
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iana,  that  the  decision  of  Judge  Paine  was  a  correct  one,  according  to  the 
books  and  the  precedents  even  in  slave  States!  When  will  Northern 
cupidity  and  meanness  cease  to  invite  a  world's  scorn  ? 

The  decision  of  Lord  Mansfield  in  the  Somerset  case  supplied  British 
statesmen  and  poets  with  the  proud  motto,  that  '''Staves  cannot  breathe 
in  England r  The  decision  of  Juilge  Paine,  were  it  not  for  the  continuod 
judicial  recognition  of  the  infamous  Fugitive  Slave  Bill,would  have  inscribed 
the  same  motto  upon  the  a?gis  of  New-York.  There  was  formerly  a  law  of 
this  State,  by  which  slaves  brought  into  it  by  their  masters  might  be  held 
for  nine  months,  and  then  taken  to  the  land  of  perpetual  slavery.  Through 
the  untiring  efforts  of  Abolitionists,  that  law  was  repealed  during  the 
administration  of  Gov.  Seward,  and  we  trust  will  never  be  restored.  But 
for  this  repeal,  the  eight  freemen  released  by  the  decision  of  Judge  Paine 
would  have  been  taken  to  Texas  and  held  as  slaves  to-day: — one  ittm 
of  answer  to  the  inquiry,  "  What  have  the  Abolitionists  done  ?"  * 

Another  illustration,  both  of  judicial  agitation  and  of  consequent  Anti 
slaverv  progress^  is  found  in  the  records  of  the  process  through  which 
the  odious  enactment  of  1850  is  rapidly  becoming,  in  some  portions  of 
the  coiintr}-,  a  dead  letter.  On  thi>  puint  we  should  have  quoted,  in  con- 
nection with  recent  judicial  decisions  in  Pennsylvania,  the  last  Annual 
Report  of  the  Pennsylvania  Anti-slavery  Society,  which  has  the  following: 

"One  year  ago,  our  record  slioweJ  a  catalogue  of  tweTity-six  cases  of  alleged 
slaves  delivered  uj',  from  this  State,  under  tlie  Fugitive  Slave  Law,  besides  numer- 
ous ca^es  of  kidiiiipjting  and  attempts  to  kidnap,  and  other  instances  of  outrage 
and  violence  perpctiatcd  under  covtr  of  this  infamous  enactment.  This  yeai'  we 
have  to  report  lait  ti!rke  cases  of  extradition  as  having  occurred  within  the 
limits  of  our  S'ute,  and  ouhi  tujo  well-authenticated  cases  of  kidnapping." 

The  result  of  trials  for  violating  the  "Compromise,"  in  Massachusetts, 
has  already  been  stated.     Vve  recur  again  to  the  State  of  New-York. 

Jerry  was  rescued  at  Syracuse,  in  October,  1851.  A  few  months 
after,  at  the  sitting  of  a  United  States  Court  at  Buffalo,  from  twenty  to 
thirty  persons  were  indicted  as  rescuers  of  Jerry,  <fcc. 

None  of  them  were  tried  until  February,  1853.  Exoch  Reed,  of  Sy- 
racuse, (a  colored  person,)  was  the  first  who  was  put  on  trial.  He  was 
not  tried  under  the  Fugitive  Servant  Law  of  1793  or  1850.     He  was 


*The  deci.-ion  of  Judge  Paine,  made  it  would  seem  with  considerable  reluct- 
ance, and  npoldirizi-d  for  bv  his  ebbsfTij>t  <in  for  the  benefit  of  the  defendant,  wa.': 
uot  only  according  to  law  every  where  ex])Ounded  in  free  countries,  but  as  recog- 
nized in  slav*'  States.  Among  the  decisions  of  the  Su|  reme  Court  of  Louisinna, 
made  soon  after  the  termination  of  the  L<  mniou  case,  is  that  in  the  case  of  Ltf>i 
JBrottn  vs.  Firxipr  F.  tSi/iitfi — S.  B.  Taylor,  uarrantor,  l>y  Eisnf  r.  Chief  Justice, 
which  fully  reeotrnizes  the  constitutionality  and  propriety  of  the  legislatio:i  of 
the  >orth,  on  the  qu-stion  of  slaves  in  transitu,  or  temj  orary  residents. — ^'atiotial 
.Cra,  February  IT,  1853- 
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trieJ  under  the  law  of  1Y90,  which  forbids  resisting  officers,  kc.  He 
was  convictol,  bat,  owing  to  irregularities  in  the  proceedings,  he  was  not 
sentenced,  and  has  not  yet  been  sentenced ;  nor  can  he  be,  as  he  has 
recently  been  released  by  death. 

Wm.  L.  Salmon,  of  Fulton,  Oswego  co.,  was  then  tried  under  the  law 
of  1850  aforesaid,  and  acquitted. 

Ira  W.  Cobb  was  then  tried  under  the  said  law  of  1850.  The  jury 
could  not  agree. 

Mr.  Brigham,  of  Syracuse,  was  then  tried  under  the  said  law  of  1850. 
The  jury  could  not  agree. 

No  others  have  been  tried.  It  is  said,  but  we  know  not  how  truly, 
that  there  are  to  be  further  trials.  The  above  trials  took  place  in  Albany, 
before  Judge  Hall,  late  Postmaster-General,  and  brother-in-law  of  Mr. 
Fillmore,  lato  acting  President. 

On  the  other  hand,  some  of  those  who  fell  upon  Jerry  have  been  pros- 
ecuted. 

Lear,  who  came  from  Missouri  to  Syracuse  for  the  purpose  of  plung- 
ing Jerry  into  slavery,  was  arrested.  He  died  before  the  time  for  his  trial 
had  arrived. 

Henry  W.  Allen  (Deputy  Marshal)  was  tried  for  kidnapping,  in  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Xew-York,  at  the  Onondaga  Circuit,  in  June,  1852. 
He  was  ac([iiitted. 

Several  of  the  assistants  of  Allen  have  been  prosecuted  for  assault  and 
battery.  One  was  tried  at  Syracuse  last  autumn.  The  judge  held  that 
the  law  of  1850,  aforesaid,  is  constitutional,  and  the  jury  therefore 
acquitted.  A  case  was  made.  It  is  now  before  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
will  probably  be  before  the  Court  of  Appeals  in  the  course  of  a  year  or 
eiijhteen  months. 

Gerrit  Smith,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  this  statement  of  the  trials 
growing  out  of  the  Jerry  rescue,  has  acted  as  counsel  on  the  side  of 
freedom,  at  the  trials.  The  trial  of  H.  W.  Allen,  the  Deputy  Marshal, 
is  published  in  a  thick  pamphlet,  with  the  arguments  of  the  coun-el  on 
both  sides.  Tiiat  of  Mr.  Smith  comprises,  in  sixteen  distinct  pro|)<>sitions, 
his  reason.-;  for  the  unconstitutionality  of  the  Fugitive  Slave  Bill.  It 
ought  to  be  widely  circulated  and  carefully  studied.  The  law  question 
should  be  kept  before  the  people,  as  well  as  the  courts,  an.l  be  first  decided 
by  them.  This  was  the  policy  of  Granville  Sharp,  perseveringly  pur- 
sued for  years;  and  it  w;is  not  until  the  people  of  England  had  studi.'d 
and  decided  in  favor  of  libertv  that  the  Mansfields  and  the  Blackstonks 
of  the  law  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  do  so.  It  will  be  found  that,  in 
this  country,  the  judicial  decisions  on  this  subject  are  already  influenced 
by  the  moral  atmosphere  of  the  locality  the  court  sits  in,  and  the  character 


ANNUAL  REPORT.  37 

of  the  people  from  among  whom  a  jury  must  be  empannelled.  Massa- 
chusetts, with  Central  New-York,  are  not  favorable  sites  for  obtaining 
pro-slavery  decisions.  This  matter  was  understood  in  fixing  the  place  of 
the  trial  of  the  Jerry  rescuers  at  Albany,  and  not  farther  west.  The 
Federal  Executive  understood  perfectly  well  what  parts  of  the  State  were 
most  imbued  with  an  intelligent  and  elevated  anti-slavery  sentiment. 
He  knew  precisely  where  anti-S'lavery  appeals  were  most  enthusiastically 
responded  to,  for  he  had  formerly  found  it  convenient,  in  such  localities, 
(once  at  Rochester,  just  before  his  nomination  for  the  Vice-Presidency,)  to 
harangue  the  people  on  "  the  aggressions  of  the  slave  power !"  He  knew 
the  power  of  Euch  appeals,  for  they  had  gained  him  votes.  He  knew  that, 
of  all  the  po])uIar  gatherings  in  his  native  Slate,  none  were  more  respect- 
able or  mor»'  enthusiastic  than  the  annual  "Jerry  Rescue  Celebration"  at 
Svracuse — the  same  (yet  not  the  same  I)  Syracuse  whose  citizens  prided 
themselves  in  her  exemption  from  the  "Abolition  infection"  in  1834,  and 
scarcely  tolt-rated  an  Anti-slavery  Convention  in  1836.  And  he  knew  that 
the  influence  and  the  eloquence  of  a  Daniel  Webster,  put  forth  for  the 
special  (.l'j<'Ct,  before  the  Jerry  rescue,  had  signally  failed  to  allay  or  to 
overawe  the  anti  sentiment  of  Syracuse!*  When  all  the  territory  of 
all  the  nnii-slaveliolding  States  rises  to  the  moral  elevation  of  the  region 
of  Syracuse,  there  will  be  no  eligible  seats  for  the  sittings  of  pro-slavery 
Federal  Courts.  Let  Abolitionists  see  the  work  that  is  to  be  done.  There 
were  Aw  darker  s])ots  on  the  map  than  Syracuse,  twenty  years  ago! 

It  is  int>rc.-ting  to  notice  the  origin  of  the  practice  of  surrendering 
fugitive  slaves.  A  remark  in  an  article  in  the  Christian  Examiner  for 
March,  1863,  on  "Ausebar,  the  Apostle  of  the  North,"  reveals  the  fact 
that  it  was  during  the  reign  of  anarchy  and  dismay  that  followed  the 
dismemberment  of  the  empire  after  the  battle  of  Fontenoi,  while  the 
Northern  men  were  foraging  all  along  the  sea-coasts  of  the  Franks,  just 
a  thou-Hiid  years  ago: 

"  When  f  lie  marauders  Oame,  the  King  sent  out  to  negotiate  for  how  much  spoil 
they  might  he  brilted  tu  sta\-  away.  It  was  an  article  of  treaty  with  them,  that 
if  one  (if  their  prisoners  should  escape,  he  should  be  given  back,  or  a  price  paid 

for  }iini.'"f 

Who  would  have  thought  that,  after  the  lapse  of  a  thousand  years, 
the  nation  calling  itself  the  freest  on  earth  would  enact  a  law  for  the 

*  Tlii-  \\a>  (luring  the  time  or  near  the  close  of  an  Anti-slaver}- gatliering,  a 
fad  will.  |]  .Mr.  Wfb.iter  understood.  "When  he  saw  by  their  countenances  that 
the  •itii'.  11-  di-approved  the  Fugitive  Slave  Bill  and  Compromise  he  was  com- 
meiidiiii:  I.'  ih.iii.  Ik-  grew  petulant,  and  said,  in  athreatening  tone,  that  the  law 
ehoulil  \<i  1'.  .^forced  in  Syracuse,  tliough  even  in  the  presence  of  an  Anti- 
plaverv  I'ciiv .  i.ti..;,  Tli<-  Jerri/  arrest  apjieais  to  have  been  planned  accordingly. 
Tlie  result  i-  lMf..r«-  tli.-  world! 

f  Indrfttiid'nt,  .Murch  lifli,  1853. 
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forcible  reclamation  of  fu^tives  from  oppression,  and  making  it  a  penal 
oflfeose  to  extend  to  them  comfort  and  aid  I  Who  that  reads  the  debates 
in  the  Convention  that  formed  the  Constitution,  and  the  debates  in  the 
Conventions  of  the  several  States  that  ratified  it,  can  believe  that  our 
forefathers  intended  to  intrust  the  Congress  with  such  a  power?  It  is 
impossible.  It  is  as  clear  as  noonday,  that  not  one  of  these  Conventions 
held  that  the  clauses  in  the  Constitution,  supposed  to  allude  to  slavery, 
sanctioned  or  sustained  in  any  way  the  foul  system.  On  the  contrary, 
they  were  spoken  of  in  the  North  Carolina  Convention  as  anti-slavery  in 
their  tendency ;  they  were  denounced  in  the  Virginia  Convention  as  in- 
vesting Congress  with  power  to  interfere  for  the  abatement  of  the  evil ; 
and  they  were  explained  by  Judge  Wilson,  in  the  Convention  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  Judge  Dawes,  in  that  of  Massachusetts,  as  being  concessions  on 
the  part  of  the  South,  which  in  reality  paved  the  way  for  ultimate  eman- 
cipation ;  and  those  explanations  were  accepted.* 

As  the  slave-trade  was  at  the  time  universally  considered  the  parent  of 
slavery,  it  was  held  that  the  extinction  of  the  former  would  put  an  end 
to  the  latter.  Hence  the  provision  of  the  Constitution  allowing  Congress 
to  prohibit  the  traffic  in  the  year  ]808 — an  act  beyond  the  power 
of  the  Congress  of  the  Confederation — was  referred  to  as  a  clear  gain 
by  the  opponents  of  slavery.  The  provision  in  regard  to  fugitives 
from  service  or  labor  excited  no  discussion  or  agitation  in  the  Federal 
Convention,  and,  so  far  as  we  can  judge  from  an  examination  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  State  Conventions,  attracted  little  attention.  The 
reason  of  this  may  have  been,  that  the  article  was  intended  to  apply 
primarily  to  indented  apprentices  or  to  redemptioners.  At  any  rate,  its 
consequences  with  regard  to  fugitive  slaves  were  not  foreseen  ;  and  be- 
sides, it  was  the  prevailincr  belief  that  slavery  w;\s  a  temporary  institution, 
rapidly  tending  to  extinction,  when  of  course  those  clauses  of  the  Con- 
stitution, 30  far  as  they  relate  to  it,  would  become  inoperative.* 

The  late  lamented  Mr.  Raiitoul  made  a  very  able  speech  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  June  11,  1852,  on  the  question:  "Is  there  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  a  grant  of  power  to  the  Government  to 
legislate  for  the  rendition  of  fugitives  from  labor?"  This  he  denied,  and 
argued  at  length,  with  great  force  of  reasoning,  to  sustain  his  position. 
It  is  worthy  of  notice,  that  the  law  of  1793  was  drafted  by  a  Massa- 
chusetts merchant  ;f  that  in  the  Prigg  case  some  parts  of  the  law  were 
pronounced  unconstitutional  by  a  judge  from  Massachusetts.^  and  that 
the  chief  supporter  of  the  law  of  1850,  intended  to  supply  the  deficiencies 
of  the  previous  act,  was  sustained  by  a  Massachusetts  senatorjl  ^ 


•  See  National  Era  of  Jane  10th,  1852,  for  some  of  these  remarks. 

t  George  Cabot  X  Joseph  Story.  B  Daniel  Webster. 
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"We  will  now  sjlance  again  at  tbe  records  of  jurisprudence  in  tlioRO 
sections  of  country  and  before  those  courts  wherein  no  available  influence 
of  a  rectified  and  progressive  public  sentiment  operates. 

In  Illinois  there  is  a  statute  by  which  persons  who  "  harbor  or  secrete 
a  slave,  or  hinder  or  prevent  any  lawful  owner  or  owners  from  taking 
them  in  a  lawful  manner,"  are  "  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,"  and 
"fined  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars,  or  imprisoned  not  exceeding 
six  months." 

Richard  Ellis  was  indicted  and  convicted  under  this  statute,  by  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Illinois.  By  writ  of  error  the  case  was  carried  up  to 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  In  behalf  of  Ellis,  it  was  urged 
that  the  act  of  Illinois  is  void,  because  it  conflicts  with  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  which  provides  for  the  proper  disposition  of  such 
cases ;  and  also  with  the  corresponding  acts  of  Congress,  which  impose 
>pecific  penalties  for  such  offenses.  The  act  therefore  subjects  the  delin- 
quent to  double  punishment,  one  by  the  State  Courts  and  the  other  by 
the  Federal  Courts.  It  was  further  urged,  "  that  an  afi&iraance  of  the 
judgment  in  this  case  will  conflict  with  the  decision  of  this  court  in  the 
case  of  Prigg  vs.  Pennsylvania." 

The  opinion  of  the  court,  delivered  by  Justice  Grier,  was,  that  the  act 
of  Illinois  was  not  in  conflict  either  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  nor  with  the  acts  of  Congress,  nor  with  the  decisions  of  the 
Federal  Courts.  And  therefore  (Judge  McLean  dissenting)  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Suprerae  Court  of  Illinois  was  aflSrmed.* 

I.v  Mi.-f-OLRi,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State,  at  St.  Louis  Circuit, 
have  undertaken  to  establish  a  principle  which  overrides  many  decisions 
of  the  slave  States  themselves,  favorable  to  liberty.  It  had  been  held 
that  when  a  slave  was  taken  by  his  master,  or  with  his  consent,  into  a 
free  State  and  brought  back  again,  he  could  n(  t  be  legally  held  |in 
slavery,  but  was  entitled  to  his  freedom.  But  in  the  case  of  I>redd  Scott 
VS.  Irene  Emerson,  wife  and  administratrix  of  Dr.  John  Emerson,  the 
contrary  doctrine  prevailed.  The  late  master  of  Scott  was  a  surgeon  in 
the  U.  S.  Army,  and  had  been  stationed  at  Kock  Island,  Illinois,  and 
also  at  Fort  Snelling,  in  the  territory-  of  the  United  States  ;  at  both  of 
which  places,  the  plaintifll^  Svott,  had  been  detained  in  his  ser^'ice.  He 
"therefore  sued  for  his  freedom.  "  On  the  first  trial,  the  jury,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  ruling  of  tlie  Court,  found  a  verdict  for  the  slave.  But  on 
the  ca.se  being  carried  up  on  a  writ  of  error,  the  decision  was  reversed, 
on  the  ground  that  the  condition  of  sers-itude  re-atlacJted  upon  the 
slave's  returning  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Missouri."f 


*  National  Era,  .Tan.  6,  18.53. 

f  Twenty-first  Ann.  Hep.  Mafr?.  A.  S.  Soc,  p.  38. 
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"  Til  is  case  overrules  the  following  cases,  previously  decided  by  the 
Supreme  Court"  of  the  same  State  ; — 

Mary  vs.  Tiffin  &  Menard,   1  Mo.  521. 
Milly  vs.  Smith,  2  Mo.  32. 
Milly  vs.  Smith,  2  Mo.  139. 

,  V-     Vincent  vs.  Duncan,  2  Mo.  1Y4. 

-r  ,;     Ralph  vs.  Duncan,  3  Mo.  138.  : 

•     ;f    Julia  V5.  M'Kenny,  3  Mo.  193. 
*:  '     Nati  vs.  Ruddle,  3  Mo.  282. 
Rachel  vs.  Walker,  4  Mo.  351. 
Wilson  vs.  Melville,  4  Mo.  592.* 

It  likewise  contradicts  numerous  judicial  decisions  in  the  other  slave 
States,f  as  also  the  following  : — 

Is  Kentucky,  a  slave  State,  in  which  efficient  anti-slavery  opera- 
tions (in  sympathy  with  Northern  AbolitionisLs)  are  going  forward,  free 
churches  gathered,  that  exclude  slaveholders,  and  a  political  party,  hostile 
to  slavery,  org  luized,  the  courts  maintain  a  different  position. 

Clarissa,  a  slave  in  Kentucky,  was  permitted  by  her  mistress,  Mrs. 
Triggs,  in  1838,  to  accompany  Mrs.  Alexander  to  Philadelphia,  and  to 
continue  there  for  more  than  six  months,  though  she  was  apprised  that, 
by  statute  of  that  State,  passed  in  1780,  a  slave  brought  into  the  State 
would  be  entitled  to  freedom  there,  after  a  residence  of  six  months.  Cla- 
rissa returned  to  Kentucky  with  Mrs.  Alexander,  and,  on  being  sold, 
instituted  a  suit  for  her  freedom.  The  decision  was  given  in  her  favor; 
an  appeal  was  taken;  and  in  January,  1853,  the  Court  of  Appeals, 
through  Judge  Crenshaw,  delivered  an  elaborate  opinion,  affirming  the 
decision  of  the  lower  court^  and  liberating  Clarissa. 

In  some  of  its  features,  the  decision  of  this  case  is  considered  to  be  in 
advance  of  any  former  decision  in  Kentucky. 

In  California,  the  monstrous  enactment  before  mentioned,  makinor 
provision  for  the  seizure  and  rendition  not  only  of  fugitives,  but  of  resi- 
dent citizens  before  free,  is  rigorously  and  greedily  enforced  by  the  courts. 

Three  persons.  Carter  Perkins,  Robert  Perkins,  and  Sandy  Jones, 
claimed  by  C.  S.  Perkins,  of  Missis-ippi,  as  his  slaves,  were  brought  into 
California  to  work  at  the  mines,  in  1849,  and  therefore  became  legally 
free.  Under  the  act  of  April  15,  1852,  he  undertook  to  reconvey  them 
to  Mississippr.  They  were  taken  to  Sacramento  City,  and  sought  their 
release  by  a  habeas  corpus.  The  unconstitutionality  of  the  statute  was 
urged  in  their  favor,  but  Judge  Aldrich  (from  Florida  or  Alabama)  de- 

— \ 

*  Xational  Anti-Slavery  Standard,  June  10,   1852. 
t  !See  GooJell's  ^Uiierican  Slave  Code. 
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cided  against  them,  and  remanded  them  back  to  their  claimants.  An- 
other writ  of  habeas  corpus  was  obtained  from  Judge  Wells,  (from 
New-York,)  of  the  Supreme  Court  at  San  Francisco.  Judge  "Wells'  term 
having  expired,  the  case  was  tried  before  Judges  Murray  and  Anderson, 
and  tlie  negroes  were  given  up  to  the  claimant.* 

Later  accounts  say  that  under  this  law,  "arrests  of  colored  people  con- 
tinue to  be  made."! 

"The  Press  is  faithless,  with  exception  of  the  Pan^?;-."  Where  a 
vigorous  and  vigilant  anti-slavery  sentiment  is  not  kept  up  by  persever- 
ing agitation,  the  decisions  of  the  Courts  will  be  pro-slavery,  of  course. 

Tlie  California  Christian  Advocate  (says  the  National  Anti-Slavny  Standard 
of  Nov.  4  ;  relates  an  incident  wliicli  recently  occurred  in  San  Francisco, 
showing  what  things  are  done  there  undercover  of  the  late  Fugitive  Slave  Law 
of  that  State. 

"  On  last  Thursday  morning,  just  before  the  sailing  of  the  steamer  Golden 
Gate,  the  usual  quiet  of  Belden  street,  in  this  city,  was  disturbed  by  a  most  re- 
markable affair,  the  thread  of  which  seems  as  3'et  shrouded  in  mystery — pro- 
babl}'  in  the  niy.stery  of  iniquity. 

"It  apjiears,  as  near  as  the  facts  have  as  yet  been  ascertained,  that  a 
colored  woman,  named  Louisa,  had  resided  there  for  some  time  past,  washing 
and  cookinc:  for  several  person?,  and  striving  to  make  an  hone^t  living.  She 
seems  to  have  maintained  a  fair  character  in  the  ncighV)0)hood.  She  had  been 
a  slave,  however,  and  was  brought  to  this  couiitr}-  some  time  in  1860,  bv  Mrs. 
Reese,  -who  keeps  a  boarding-house  in  Dupont  street.  Louisa  lived  witfi  Mrs. 
Reese  for  one  year,  when,  owing  to  causes  not  necessary  to  relate,  she  left, 
agreeing  to  j>ay  j^MiO  to  Mrs.  R.  for  the  year's  time  she  still  owed  her.  Since 
the  pa^SMg<•  of  the  State  Fugitive  Slave  Law,  Louisa,  it  is  said,  had  iieard  various 
rumors  that  she  would  be  sent  back  to  slaverv.  But  she  eontided  in  the  in- 
tegrity of  lier  old  mistress,  and  took  no  pains  to  keep  herself  .out  of  the  way. 
She  eonsi'liTcd  also  tliat  the  reports,  if  from  the  familv,  were  onlv  intended  to 
stimulate  her  to  p.ay  thefsud — ^200,  or  nioi-fe,  of  which  she  had  already  paid,  and 
she  was  laboring  successfully  to  secur^lie  balance.  Some  flattering  efforts,  or 
more  properly  decoys,  had  lieen  prcsfiited,  to  induce  her  to  return  to  the  States, 
but  she  had  not  listened  to  them. 

"On  the  day  before  the  steamer  sailed,  we  are  told,  on  what  we  consider  re- 
liable authority,  that  she  was  re(juested  t^j  go  to  Mrs.  Reese's  early  on  the  next 
moniiiig — that  is,  on  the  morning  the  steamer  sailed.  She  did  not  go,  but  put 
on  her  wash-water  and  was  proceeding  as  usual  with  her  daily  avocations,  when 
five  men  rushed  unexpectedly  upon  her,  seized  her,  and  after  a  vigorous  resist- 
ance, in  which  her  dres.s  was  nearly  torn  otF,  captured  her  and  liurried  her  into 
a  carriage  which  was  s-tanding  in  the  street  adjacent,  and  drove  speedily  awaj'. 
A  Scotchwoman  who  was  mar,  wiun-s.-dng  the  horrible  plight  of  the  coloicd 
woman,  ran  to  fetch  her  another  dre.•«.^  but  the  carriage  was  gone,  and  onh'  one 
or  two  jHfreons  liaj)jwned  t»>  be  near,  who  were  confu6<-d  and  confounded  by  the 
C'Tcumstaiice.s,  till  the  carriage  was  }>eyond  reach.  The  live  men  were  armed 
with  revolvers.  A  number,  ready  to  tseeure  the  full  value  of  the  woman  to  any 
claimant,  lan  to  the  boat,  but,  amid  the  denials,  cortradictions,  an<l  confusion 
of  starting,  nothing  could  be  done.  What  adds  to  the  mystery  of  the  aft'air  is, 
that  no  process  of  law  was  observed.  So  far  as  we  can  learn,  no  warrant  was 
obtained,  nor  was  the  woman  taken  before  aiiv  justice  of  llie  j>oace  or  judge  of 
any  court.  It  is  gani,  however,  but  we  krjow  not  how  truly,  that  a  certain 
ofhcial  of  the  citv  led  on  the  chivalrous  attacL 


*  National  Era,  August  (i  and  October  21,  1852.  f  Ibid,  November  4 
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"Another  matter  of  mystery  is,  Mn.  Reese,  the  proper  person  and  claimant  (or 
her  daugliter)  to  move  an  arrest  au'-onling  to  law,  assures  a  friend  of  ours  that 
she  neither  knew  of  nor  authorized  tb*;  arrest 

"Under  the  State  Fugitive  Slave  Law,  two  colored  men  who  had  been  st«ward3 
on  the  Golden  Gate  were  sent  back  to  the  States  on  the  last  trip.  We  suppose 
tliese  were  sent  back  according  to  law. 

Ah  account  of  another  case,  under  the  law,  is  given  in  the  San  Franciwo 
Herald:— 

iu  "  FcamvE  Slave  Case. — Justice  Shepherd  yesterday  issued  a  warrant  for  the 
ji-i  arrest  of  a  mulatto  woman  who  wu«  <;iairaed"  as  a  fugitive  from  labor  by  T.  T. 
Smith,  of  Jackson  county,  Missouri.  Slie  was  brought  to  this  country  Ly  the 
claimant  in  1850,  and  remained,  together  with  a  number  of  other  slaves,  m  his 
femily  until  a  few  months  since,  wiu-ii  n\\,-  married  a  free  negro  and  escaped.  Her 
owner  heard  of  her  arrival  here,  an<l  (.anie  down  in  search."  Being  informed  that 
she  was  secreted  on  board  the  shij)  l-jying  Clou.l,  he  applied  for  a  warrant,  by 
virtue  of  which  she  was  arrested  and  l.rought  before  Justice  Shepherd,  by  whom, 
on  satisfactory  proof  of  title,  she  wiw  remanded  to  the  custody  of  Mr.  Smith,  to 
be  conveyed  to  the  State  of  Missouri" 

It  is  cheering  to  notice  that  in  the  State  of  New- York,  the  region  of 
Anti-slavery  Conventions,  colored  editors,  colored  clergymen,  church  agi- 
tation, and  Anti-slavery  churches — the  birth-place  of  distinctly-organized 
political  Abolitionism,  where  slaveliolding  and  pro-slavery  voting  are  ex- 
tensively regarded  as  heinous  sins,  it  is  not  quite  as  easy  as  in  California, 
Illinois,  and  Missouri,  to  enslave  free  citizens,  without  public  protection 
or  redress. 

Solomon  Northrop,  a  free  colored  citizen  of  the  United  States,  born 
of  free  parents  in  Essex  county,  N.  Y.,  married  in  1829,  and  residing 
with  his  wife  and  children  at  Saratoga,  found  occasion,  in  1841,  to  go  to 
Washington  City  to  drive  a  team.  He  took  the  precaution  to  provide 
himself  with  written  testimonials  of  his  freedom.  On  his  arrival  at 
Washington,  he  put  up  at  Gadsby's  Hotel,  retired,  sick,  to  bed,  and  took 
medicine  at  the  hands  of  some  persons.  The  ne.\t  thing  he  remembers 
is,  that  he  'jund  himself  chained  to  the  floor  of  Williams'  slave-pen,  in 
that  city,  and  in  possession  of  .James  H.  Burch,  a  noted  slave-dealer.  In 
spite  of  all  remonstrances,  he  wjis  conveyed  down  the  river,  by  steam- 
boat, to  Richmond,  put  on  board  the  brig  Orleans,  carried  to  Louisiana 
and  sold  as  a  slave.  After  having  been  sold  several  times,  he  fell  into 
the  hands  of  Edwin  Eppes,  in  Bayou  Bceuf,  about  130  miles  from  the 
mouth  of  Red  river,  in  the  parish  of  Avoyelles,  La.  Here  he  found 
opportunity  to  send  a  letter  home,  in  August,  1852.  Application  being 
made  to  Governor  Hunt,  of  New- York,  with  proper  proofs  of  his  freedom, 
the  requisite  authority  of  the  State  was  obtained ;  Mr.  H.  B  Northrop,  of 
Washington  county,  proceeded  to  Washington  City,  where  he  received  tes- 
timonials from  Hon.  Mr.  Conrad,  Secretary  of  War,  and  other  distinguished 
gentlemen.     Arriving   in-  Louisiana,  a   legal  process  was  commenced, 
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and  the  testimony  was  so  complete,  that  tbe  defense  was  relinquished 
and  the  captive  restored  to  his  freedom.  On  their  way  home  tlirough 
Washington  City,  they  caused  Burch  to  be  arrested  ;  but,  owing  to  the 
rejection  of  the  testimony  of  Solomon,  the  victim  of  his  villany,  because 
he  was  colonel,  while  the  testimony  of  Burch  in  his  own  case  was  allowed 
by  the  Court,  he  was  discharged.  Burch  then  commenced  a  suit 
acrainst  Solomon  for  a  conspiracy  to  defraud  him  !  Mr.  H.  B.  Northrop 
promptly  offered  himself  as  counsel  for  Solomon,  and  asked  that  the  trial 
might  immediately  proceed.  Burch  was  intimidated,  and  discontinued 
the  suit.* 

A  narrative  of  Solomon  North'op's  captivity  is  just  published,  and  is 
ex[)ected  to  make  an  important  addition  to  the  "  peculiar"  literature  of 
America. 

A  mistaken  rumor  that  some  slave-catchei's  were  in  the  county  of 
Ashtabula,  (Ohio,)  within  the  Congressional  District  of  Joshua  R.  Gid- 
DiNGS,  occasioned  an  unprecedented  excitement  in  that  region.  Had  it 
proved  true,  it  is  doubted  whether  the  intruders  would  have  been  safe 
themselves,  so  far  from  being  permitted  to  bring  into  grave  litigation  the 
security  and  freedom  of  others.f  Such  would  be  the  state  of  feeling  in 
all  the  counties  of  all  the  free  States,  if  men  loved  their  neighbors  as 
themselves,  and  did  not  honor,  in  practice,  the  peace  principles  of  the 
"Friends."  The  "spirit  of  Seventy-six,"  that  resisted  taxation  without 
representation,  in  the  imposition  of  a  three-penny  tax  upon  tea,  was  far 
more  excitable  and  impetuous. 

Even  at  the  South,  the  kidnapping  of  free  colored  persons,  when  the 
knowledge  of  the  fact  becomes  public,  is  beginning  to  cause  unwonted 
excitement.  If  such  excitements  are  ever  justifiable,  and  if  "  all  men  are 
created  equal,"  the  excitement  sometimes  seen  among  "Northern  fanatics" 
must  be  so.  The  item  that  follows  proves  this,  while  it  also  shows  the 
natural  workings  of  the  slave  system  : — 

tmrssn-K  KinNAmxa — By  a  frirnd  w}in  Hirivcd  this  morninp  from  Mobile, 
we  leani  that  two  -white  men,  naniff]  MajiU'V  and  Lontr,  have-  bet-n  arrested  there 
on  a  charge  of  forcibly  carrying  off  free  persons  of  color  fronj  thi.s  Stjite.  and  at- 
tempting to  sell  them.  Eight  colon-d  persons  of  French  extraction,  named  Fro- 
zine,  Madeline,  Salh-,  Ozenne.  Julia,  U\-ppolite,  Adela  and  Eudora,  were  taken  up 
TTith  them,  and  are  now  in  j)rison.  These  colored  persons  say  that  thev  are  free. 
They  refer  t-o  Messrs.  Francois  Le  Beau,  Severin  Pa.s6<-,  Gustave  and  Amiauld 
Gronin,  Major  Tlieozende  Leme,  Hyppolite  Devero.i,  and  Charle.*  Poydras  of 
Pointe  Co\ii)ee,  j)lanters.  for  the  truth  of  their  Bl8t4.!ment.  Tht;  white  m«.n  are 
also  accused  of  having  sold  five  kidnai)ped  colored  i>er8ons  in  this  city,  for  Texas. 
— Neu> Orleans  Picayune,  March  1. 

The  extent  and  frequency  of  escapes  from  slavery  may  be  inferred 
from  such  items  as  the  following : — 

*  Katifjnal  Era,  Feb.  3,  1853.         f  National  Anti-alavery  Standard,  Oct.  7,  1852. 
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"Five  slaves  have  left  Mr.  C.  Q.  Armstrong,  of  St.  Louis;  a  girl  of  IS,  a 
woman  of  25,  and  three  children,  supposed  to  have  been  abducted  by  two 
white  men. 

"ilrs.  Pendleton's  slaves,  fourteen  in  number,  who  ran  oflf  to  Pennsylvania 
from  Washington  county,  Md.,  a  few  days  ago,  luive  not  been  arrested  at  Ilarris- 
burgh  aa  reported,  although  they  are  said  to  be  in  that  town. 

"The  NEGROfcS  Leaving. — The  Rockingham  ( V'a.)  Rfijixter  says,  that  on  the  4th 
inst  there  was  a  considerable  stampede  among  the  negroes  of  Pendleton  county 
in  that  State.  Z.  Dyer,  Esq.,  late  Clerk  of  the  county,  lost  three,  Cyrus  Hopkins, 
Esq.,  two,  and  Elisha  Stonestreet,  one.  About  a  year  since,  A  W.  Dyer,  of  the 
same  county,  lost  four  of  his  most  valuable  slaves  m  tlie  same  way."* 

la  Mason  and  Bracken  counties,  Kentucky,  the  subject  has  attracted 
the  most  anxious  attention.  A  meeting  of  citizens  has  been  held,  and  an 
Association  organized  to  asi-ist  in  pursuing  anil  recovering  fugitives.  Libe- 
ral rewards  are  otfered  to  citizens  of  free  States  to  assist  themf — fresh 
stimulus  to  the  zeal  of  "  Union  safety"  patriot?,  and  new  aids  to  the 
"lower  law"  ecclesiastics  who  magnify  the  office  of  the  Apostle  to  the 
Gentiles,  by  investing  it  with  the  function  of  returning  fugitive  slaves  ! 

Such  appeals  to  the  North  ra:iy  derive  force,  perhaps — illustration 
certainly — from  judicial  decisions  at  the  South,  reducing  free  Northern 
citizens,  known  iis  such,  to  a  state  of  slavery,  for  no  f<iult  but  acting  in 
accordance  with  the  Golden  llule.  Witness  the  following  : — Four  free 
citizens  of  Massachusetts,  colored  men,  were  arrested  in  Galveston,  Texas, 
for  concealing  a  fugitive  slave  on  board  the  bng  Billow,  of  Boston,  with 
intention  of  aiding  in  his  escape.  They  were  tried  and  convicted,  on  ' 
slave  evidence,  (which  fur  all  humane  and  just  purposes  is  excluded  from 
the  Southern  courts,)  and  were  sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  equal  to  the  value 
of  the  slave,  or,  in  default  thereof,  to  be  sold  as  sUvea  themselves.  And 
they  were  accordingly  sold  !  The  Governor  of  Massachusetts  was  author- 
ized by  the  Legislature  of  that  State  to  take  measures  for  their  relief  at 
the  public  expense.     The  result  is  not  known.| 

Southern  authorities  are  forward  to  claim  indemnity  of  the  free 
States,  whe  i  they  deem  the  rights  of  slaveholders  mfringed.  A  colored 
man  wrongfully  accused  of  grand  larceny,  (a  pretext  for  securing  him  as  a 
fugitive,)  was,  on  his  own  confession,  sent  to  the  State  prison  at  Sing- 
Sing,  N.  Y.,  in  184!),  for  two  years,  and  was  pardoned  out  a  day  before 
the  terra  of  his  imprisonment  expired,  on  a  representation  of  the  facts  to 
Gov.  Hunt  by  Rev.  Dr.  Pennington.  He  escaped  to  Canada.  A  Dr. 
Allen  Thomas,  of  Howard  county,  Maryland,  claims  him  as  his  slave, 
and  demands  indemnity  from  the  State  of  New-York.  The  Legislature 
and   Governor  of  Maryland  endorse  the  claim,  and  forward  it  to  the 


*  National  Auti-xfavcry  Standard,  Aug.  26,  1852. 
+  Twenty -tirst  Auiuuil  Rep.  Mass.  A  S.  Soc,  p.  39. 
J  ibid.,  p.  '61. 
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Governor  and  Legislature  of  New-York,*  as  a  claim  by  tlie  State  of 
Maryland. 

SOUTUERN  DISSENSIONS— DILEMMA— STATE  RIGHTS— CONSOLI- 
DATION. 

Before  dismissing  this  class  of  topics,  we  cannot  forbear  to  notice  some 
of  the  straits  and  dilemmas  into  which,  by  their  own  chosen  course,  the 
slave  States  and  the  pro  slavery  party  are  now  placed.  They  can  scarcely 
move  in  any  direction  without  coming  into  direct  conflict  with  something 
they  have  said,  or  done,  or  insisted  upon  for  some  other  purpose,  or  in 
some  other  connection. 

The  Democratic  party  in  Kentucty,  for  example,  in  unison  with  their 
party  associates  in  Virginia,  solicitous  to  establish  a  strong  Southern  ' 
platform,  adopted  resolutions  declaring  that  Congiess  can  pass  no  law 
to  punish  any  crime  not  specially  enumerated  in  the  Constitution.  This 
course  was  in  accordance  with  the  old  Virginian  Democratic  doctrine  of 
Slate  Rights  and  Limited  Federal  Powers.  But  it  evidently  declares  the 
main  provisions  of  the  Fugitive  Slave  Bill  of  1850,  imposing  fines  and 
imprisonment  upon  those  who  aid  fugitive  slaves,  to  be  null  and  void! 
This  fact  the  Whip  editors  of  Virginia  have  discovered,  and  readily  charge 
the  result  upon  their  political  opponents.  And  they  do  not  overlook  or 
suppress  the  fact,  that  the  National  Democratic  Convention  at  Baltimore, 
in  erecting  the  "platform"  that  endorsed  the  Fugitive  Slave  Bill,  repeated 
its  affirmation  of  the  same  d«->ctrine,  which,  in  effect,  and  by  all  fair  prin- 
ciples of  induction,  makes  it  "null  and  void  I"  For  the  Constitution, 
say  they,  in  its  list  of  crimes  puni-hable  by  Congress,  makes  no  allusion 
to  the  crime  of  aiding  fufjitive  slaves! 

The  Wliig  editors  of  Virginia  have  gone  farther  than  this,  as  will  be 
seen  from  the  following  : — 

"Tliis  may  be  callod  strict  construction,  and  so  it  is;  but  the  Democrats  can- 
not ol)jeet  to  it  on  that  account  ;  and  beside?,  tlie  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  has  acted  upon  this  view  of  the  inatler,  arid  hence  arose  the  necessiti/for  the 
present  law.  Tliat  Court,  relying  possibly  upon  the  authority  of  tliis  very  resohi- 
tion,  or,  at  all  events,  arriving  at  a  precist-ly  similar  conelusion,  declared  its 
opinion  that  Congress  had  nothing  to  do  with' the  rendition  of  funritivc  slaves, 
but  that,  under  the  Constitution,  th'-  power  '  is  rcxeritd.  and  of  rujht  appcrtalnx, 
solely  arui  exclusively  to  the  resjiecti''-  States,  each  within  its  own  tenitory!'  It 
was  this  decision  which,  mon  tlian  anv  other  cause  perhaps.  ca/Zfc/ yor  thf  pans- 
age  of  the  present  Fugitive  Slav  Imu,  wliich  the  ]J.-niocratic  Convention,  liy 
endoising  the  Kentucky  Resolutions,  har  declared  to  be  null  and  of  no  force"  \ 

Thus  far  the  Southern  ^VLig  organs  see  clearly  enough,  and  readily 
reveal  what  they  see. 

*  Fredrrick  Douglass's  Paper,  .\jiril  2i,  1853. 

f  Charl'iitesvUle  Advocate,  as  approvindy  copied  by  the  Richmond  Whig. 
Vide  KiiL'-Yvrk  Evening  Pott,  June  23,  Ifci^! 
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But  there  13  soraething  more  to  be  seen  there,  which  they  either  fail  to 
discover,  or  willingly  hide.  Their  object  in  the  statements  just  quoted 
is  not  to  disparage  the  Fugitive  Slave  Bill,  but  to  show  how  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  by  its  theory  of  State  Rights,  disparages  it.  They  claim, 
by  implication,  that  the  Whigs,  in  their  repudiation  of  that  theory,  are  in 
a  better  position  to  sustain  the  Bill.  It  seems  not  to  occur  to  them,  or 
they  will  not  confess  it,  that  if  the  State  Rights  doctrine  of  their  rivals 
should  be  overborne  by  the  exercise  of  the  strong  Federal  power  requi- 
site for  the  enforcing  of  the  Fugitive  Slave  Bill,  the  boasted  "State 
Right"  to  maintain  slavery  is  swept  away,  and  the  Federal  Government, 
addicted  to  the  exercise  of  such  unlimited  power  in  support  of  slavery, 
would  be  equally  potent,  on  a  change  of  national  policy,  contingent  on 
any  future  election,  to  cripple  and  even  to  overthrow  slavery  1 

A  dilemma  is  here  presented,  from  which  there  is  no  escape.  Neither 
the  Whrg  creed  nor  the  Democratic  creed  can  avail  any  thing  towards 
removing  it.  If  the  State  Rights  doctrine  predominates,  it  must  nullify 
the  Fugitive  Slave  Bill,  and  all  kindred  Federal  enactments.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  that  doctrine  becomes  obsolete,  the  right  of  maintaining 
slavery  in  the  States  evaporates,  and  the  Federal  power  over  it  is  est  ib- 
lished ! 

As  a  matter  of  historical  fact,  the  slave  power  (as  the  preceding  quo  a- 
tions  prove)  has  made  alternate  trial  of  both  these  theories,  and  now,  by 
the  Fugitive  Slave  Bill  of  1850,  settles  down  upon  the  theory  tbat  ex- 
plodes the  Southern  claim  of  State  Rights,  and  virtually  affirms  the  power 
of  the  Federal  Government  over  the  whole  subject !  Strange  to  tell,  (and 
quite  unfortunately  forthegnitulatory  tone  of  the  Virginia  Whig  editors,) 
this  policy  was  fastened  upon  the  country  by  the  concurrent  action  a  nil 
approbation  of  both  Whigs  and  Democrats — Calhoun,  Cass,  and  Bu- 
chanan, by  the  side  of  Fillmore,  Webster,  and  Clay !  The  entire  pha- 
lanx of  the  &'ave  power  h;vs  ftistened  this  constitutional  construction  upon 
the  country,  and  must  abide  the  result! 

A  lucid  and  vitrorous  writer  over  thesiunature  of  "  W."  in  the  Nation-il 
Era  of  July  8,  1852,  has  placed  this  view  in  a  clear  and  strong  light: — 

"In  this  particular  case  the  South  relaxed  their  vigilance,  as  it  was  a  measure 
supposed  to  be  favorjiMc  to  tlieir  interests,  ami  ;i  law  insisted  upoQ  as  an  addi- 
tional bond  to  the  Union ;  but  never  was  there  a  greater  mistake  made  at  the 
Sonth  than  this;  never  was  a  more  fatal  blow  given  to  the  Union;  never  was 

there  an  act  passed,  tending  >•>  strongly  to  consolidation  as  this. 

It  now  seems  as  if  w^e  had  no  State  Government,  or  that  it  is  weak  and  puny, 
overshadowed  completely  I'V  the  Federal  Government,  either  for  good  or  lor 
cviL  If  for  evil,  eonsolidatiou  lias  brought  it  upon  us,  and  con^^oliibition  nuist 
therefore  be  our  remedy.  We  bide  our  time.  If  the  General  Government  is  so 
potent  for  eril,  it  must'be  etjually  potent  for  good." 

If  the  General  Government  may  disregard  the  limitations  of  the  Con- 
stitution to  infringe  original  and  natural  rights,  why  may  it  not  do  the 
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same  to  restore  and  protect  tbem  ?  The  records  of  arrests,  trial?,  judicial 
decisions  and  outrages  during  the  past  year,  are  sufficient,  at  least,  to 
suggest  some  such  reflections  and  inquiries.  It  may  yet  prove  that  these 
painful  and  humiliating  developments  are  but  a  necessary  link  in  the 
chain  of  providential  preparations  for  deliverance.  The  continuance  of 
the  Fugitive  Slave  Bill,  with  attempts  for  its  enforcement,  especialli/  if 
successful,  must  unquestionably  consolidate  the  Government,  wiih  ample 
powers  and  precedents  for  their  exercise,  not  always  by  a  petty  oligarchy 
of  perhaps  120,000  slaveholders,  but  at  length  by  a  majority  of  millions 

OF  FREEMEN. 

CALIFORNIA  —  GRADUAL    IXTRODUCTIOX    OF    SLAVERY  —  CONSPI- 
RACY TO  ALTER  THE  CONSTITUTION,  TO  DIVIDE,  <ta 

The  train  of  thought  and  of  facts  just  presented  derives  additional 
force  from  the  consideration  that,  while  the  slave  power  is  intent, 
through  the  willing  action  of  the  Federal  Government,  to  enforce  the 
pro-slavery  part  of  the  "  Compromise"  upon  the  free  States,  by  arrests, 
fines,  and  imprisonments,  there  has  never  been,  for  one  moment,  the 
slightest  regard  paid  by  the  slaveholdei-s  to  that  part  of  the  "  Compro- 
mise" that  nominally  assented  to  the  admission  of  California  as  a  free 
State.  And  the  Federal  Government  has  not  interposed  a  particle  of  its 
power  or  influence  to  prevent  California  from  becoming  a  slave  State, 
nor  to  prevent  or  terminate  the  gross  violation  of  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion, already  noticed,  in  the  legislation  and  jurisprudence  of  that  State, 
in  reducing  free  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  slavery'. 

If  the  Federal  Governm<;nt  has  power  to  enforce  one  part  of  the 
"Compromise,"  why  not  the  other?  Or  was  there  only  one  side  of  a 
Compromise  entered  into,  or  to  be  enforced  ? 

We  have  already  noticed  the  legislative  and  judicial  action  of  Cali- 
fornia in  favor  of  slavery.  In  addition  to  this,  we  must  now  advert  to  the 
actual  prfx;ess  of  the  emigration  of  slaveholders  into  Calif  jrnia  with  their 
slaves,  holding  them  there  in  open  violation  of  the  Constitution  and 
laws;  and  to  the  corresponding  efforts  for  changing  the  Constitution,  or 
of  so  dividing  the  State  as  to  form  at  least  one  or  two  slave  States  out  of 
i*.     Southern  testimony  is  full  and  explicit  on  these  points. 

The  Culambus  (Ga.)  Times  says  :  "It  is  now  confidently  believ-d  that 
this  new  Slate  will  alt^r  or  explain  away  that  portion  of  her  Constitution 
which  prohibits  slavery." 

The  Richmond  (Fa.)  Dispatch  says.  May  12,  1852  :  "^ye  said,  three 
years  ago.  in  a  public  journal,  thai  California  would  be  sure  to  lemove  every 
restriction  that  could  be  jilaced  upon  her  by  the  General  Government, 
and  that  she  would  be  the  largest  slaveholder  of  all  the  States."  .... 
"  The  way  was  paved  by  the  last  Legislature,  when  they  authorized  the 
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system  of  Chinese  peonage.  The  next  step  will  be  African  slavery  ;  and 
as  wo  here  in  Virginia  are  overrun  with  slaves,  we  hope  to  see  it  draw  off 
about  one  half^'' 

It  is  here  avowed,  that  before  the  "Compromise"  was  adopted,  it  w;is 
understood  at  the  South  that  no  restrictions  imposed  by  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment upon  California  would  prevent  the  introduction  of  slavery  ;  and 
that  it  would  become  a  slave  State.  What  becomes,  then,  of  the  pre- 
tended "Compromise"  that  is  to  be  enforced  upon  the  Xorth,  but  which 
was  never  for  one  instant  recognized  as  binding  at  the  South  ?  What 
binding  force  on  the  North  can  there  be  in  a  bargain  like  this,  even  if 
the  immorality  of  the  contract  did  not  annul  it? 

"Gov.  McDougal,  of  California,  in  liis  last  Ifessaije,  recommended  a  Convention 
for  the  purpose  of  revising  the  Ct)nstitntion,  with  a  view  to  the  division  of  the 
State — a  favorite  measure  of  the  pro-slavery  party.  Gov.  Bigler,  just  elected, 
seta  his  face  aeaiust  the  ai^itation  of  slavery,  and  is  devout  in  his  admiration  of 
the  Compromise  measures.  Anionic  the  candidates  for  the  senatorahip  wore 
Ex-Governor  Smith,  of  Virginia,  a  ram[)aiit  slavery  man,  Robert  ilcLane,  wlio 
signalized  himself  in  Congress,  two  yeai-s  ago,  by  his  hostility  to  anti-slaverv  men, 
and  another  citizen  of  a  slave  State.  J.  B.  Weller,  formerly  of  Ohio,  and'one  of 
the  bitterest  foes  of  the  Anti-slavery  cause,  was  elected.  Tliese  facta  show  the  lead- 
ing influences  in  the  new  State."  • 

The  Southern  Press  intimates  that  California  may  yet  be  divided. 
The  Washington  Union  anticipates  the  same,  and  maintains  that  it 
would  be  no  violation  of  the  "Compromise!"! 

A  correspondent  of  the  New-York  Evening  Post,  (as  copied  into  thi: 
Xational  Era,)  writing  from  San  Francisco,  Nov.  14,  1852,  expresses 
the  apprehension  that  many,  in  some  parts  of  the  State,  who  are  opposed 
to  slavery,  would  nevertheless  bo  induced  to  join  with  pro-slavery  men  in 
calling  for  a  Convention,  because  of  their  dissatisfaction  with  the  Consti- 
tution on  other  ijrounds.     He  adds : 

"Slavery  is  to  be  exi'lnded  from  tlie  mines  and  admitted  into  the  agricultural 
portions  of  the  State!  [As  though  a  law  should  be  passed  confining  a  conflagra- 
tion or  the  clu'lcra  to  tlie  valleys  nml  plains,  and  forbidding  it  in  the  moimtiiins!] 
JTien  some  few  specious  provisions  are  to  be  thrown  in  for  the  berietit  of  the 
Mtive  Califoruian  counties,  on  the  subj.'ct  of  taxation,  Ac. ;  and  the  whole  instru- 
«ient^  thus  hocns-pocussed,  is  to  be  })resente<l  in  a  lump  to  be  voted  for,  in  the 
hope  that,  taking  the  good  with  the  bad,  and  by  another  concerted  movement 
among  the  i)ro-.-lavery  men,  the  amended  Constitution  may  slip  through,  and 

California  be  re.luced  to  the  level  of  Arkansas,  Texiis,  and  Mississippi 

With  scarce  a  press  sure  for  freedom — two  or  three  Democratic  j>a]>ei"s  dead 
against  us — the  Whig  i>apers  either  hostile  or  silent — hardly  any  of  the  leading 
men  in  either  party  who  is  not  a  fanatic  for  slavery,  or  in  his  heart  false  to 
freedom  and  the  State,  there  seems  little  room  for  hope."  % 

The  Legislature  met  on  the  3d  of  January,  1853.  The  Governor  in 
his  Message  recommended  the  calling  of  a  Constitutional  Convention, 


• 


National  Era,  March  11,  1852.  f  Ibid. 

X  See  Xational  Era,  Dec.  30,  1862. 
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ostensibly  to  abolisli  certain  offices  created  by  tbe  Constitution,  but  main- 
taining silence  resjiectin^  the  real  object  in  view.* 

The  next  item  of  information  that  reaches  us  is  the  following: — 

"The  division  of  California  into  three  States,  distinct  and  separate,  is  now    ■ 
contemplated  and  pressed  there.     A  majorit}'  of  the  Legislature,  it  is  said,  -will 
order  a  State  Convention."  f 

The  next  we  hear  is  that  the  Convention  question  is  opened  in  the 
Legislature,  and  that  a  Committee  of  the  Senate  have  reported  favorably 
to  the  measure.     The  same  writer  says : 

"Slave*  have  frequently  been  introduced  into  the  State,  and,  after  working  to 
the  satisfaction  of  their  owners,  have  been  forcibly  carried  back.  To  liolp  the 
transportation  of  such  persons,  it  is  well  understood  that  an  'underground  rail- 
road' [i.  e.  a  line  of  secret  transportation]  lias  been  constructed  to  Panama."^ 

Soon  came  the  announcement  that  the  Convention  Bill  had  passed  the 
Assembly,  and  was  expected  to  pa.ss  the  Senate.  Pro-slavery  legislation 
and  jurisprudence  glide  on  quietly  and  swimmingly,  without  a  ripple 
of  unpleasant  excitement,  in  regions  where  reckless  Abolitionists  are  not 
riveting  the  fetters  of  the  slaves,  and  putting  off  emancipation  fifty  years 
by  their  imprudence  ! 

The  exultation  of  the  Southern  presses  on  this  intelligence  is  unbounded. 
Says  the  Southern  Era,  (Richmond,  Va. :)  "Slavery  does  exist  in 
Califonda  now,  and  will  continue  to  exist  until  it  becomes  unprofitable. 
Do  what  you  will,  and  say  what  you  will,  this  thing  must  come  to  pass."  § 
Yet  in  California,  at  the  same  time,  while  no  pains  were  spared  by  cir- 
culars and  correspondence  to  secure  the  united  action  of  Southern  and 
pro-shivery  men  in  favor  of  a  Convention,  it  was  strenuously  denied,  for 
a  time,  that  the  object  was  either  the  division  of  the  State  or  the  intro- 
duction of  slavery.  But  the  object  could  not  be  concealed,!  and  is  no 
longer  denied. 

The  result  remains  to  be  seen.  But  we  are  warranted  in  two  practical 
conclusions  :  (1.)  Abolitionists  should  learn  better  than  to  content  them- 
selves with  mere  efforts  to  prevent  slavery  extension,  or  to  expect  the 
overthrow  of  slavery  by  such  appliances.  (2.)  Non-extensionisls  should 
likewise  learn  that  there  is  but  one  way  to  prevent  the  extension  of 
slavery,  and  that  is  by  its  utter  extirpation  without  delay. 

While  the  friends  of  liberty  have  been  contesting  the  issue  whether 
slavery  should  be  extended  into  new  Slates,  it  is  seen  steadily  extending 
itself  into  the  contested  regions,  as  well  as  into  Illinois,  a  free  State  I 


§ 


*  National  Era,  Feb.  24,  1853.  t  I^'<i-  March  31,  1853. 

X  Correspondent  of  New-York  TYilnnc.  Yid.-  National  Era,  March  31,  185^-!. 
§  Vide  National  Era,  May  6,  1863.  |  Ibid.,  April  14,  1853. 
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This  is  no  ground  for  discouragement,  but  only  for  dropping  the  defensive 
policy  and  resuming  the  aggressive.  We  are  driven  to  the  alternative  of 
either  giving  up  the  contest  with  defeat,  or  of  raising  a  higher  issue  by 
reviving  with  unanimity  and  pressing  with  vigor  the  original  demand  of 
Abolitionists,  twenty  years  ago,  for  "the  immediate  and  unconditional 
ABOLITION  of  SLAVERY."  As  it  was  this  demand  that  first  broke  the 
slumbers  of  the  nation,  so  nothing  short  of  its  continued  reiteration  can 
present  the  true  issue,  and  fix  the  public  attention  to  the  problem  to  be 
solved. 

NEW  TERRITORIES.— DOUBTFUL  PROSPECTS. 

At  the  late  session  of  Congress,  a  bill  passed  the  House  for  organ- 
izing the  Territory  of  Nebraska,  but  it  was  defeated  in  the  Senate.  The 
ground  of  objection  openly  avowed  by  some  Senators,  particularly  by 
General  Atchison,  was,  that  it  was  protected  from  slavery  by  the  Ordi- 
nance of  1787,  and  by  the  Missouri  ^^ Compromise /^^  Here,  again,  the 
part  of  the  "  Compromise"  intended  to  favor  liberty  cannot,  it  seems,  be 
carried  into  effect  In  the  meantime,  it  has  been  intimated  that  the 
organization  of  the  Territory  would  only  open  the  way  for  slavery,  and 
that  the  executive  appointments  of  judges  and  officers  would  be  hkely  to 
favor  such  a  result.  Others  say  that  emigrants  will  go  there  whether 
the  Territory  is  organized  or  not,  and  if  any  of  them  defy  the  laws  by 
carrying  slaves  with  them,  the  practice  could  be  more  effectually  sup- 
pressed by  the  Federal  Courts  than  without  them.  Thus  does  Liberty 
need  to  contest  vigilantly  her  foothold  in  the  North  west.* 

This  is  seen  abo  in  the  case  of  the  Territory  of  Washington,  just 
organized.  The  New-York  Express  denies  that  slavery  is  excluded  from 
that  Territory.  Yet  it  was  formed  out  of  the  Territory  of  Oregon, 
which  was  included  in  the  Ordinance  of  1787,  excluding  slavery,  and 
which,  on  its  organization  in  1848,  was  expressly  recognized  by  act  of 
Congress,  as  being  entitled  to  all  the  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the 
conditions  and  restrictions  of  that  ordinance.  A  question,  it  seems,  is 
raised  by  a  Northern  editor,  whether  the  subsequent  division  of  the 
Territory  takes  away  those  rights  and  restrictions,  and  thus  exposes  it  to 
the  inroads  of  slavery  !  On  such  flimsy  pretexts  are  doubts  raised  ;  and 
it  seems  to  be  held  that  (by  reversing  the  common  law  maxim)  slavery, 
aki  not  liberty,  is  to  have  the  benefit  of  the  uncertainty  1 

PROBLEM  IN  TEXAS. 

There  is  a  project  for  the  division  of  Texas.  Some  advocate  it  as  a 
means  of  increasing  the  power  of  slavery  in  the  United  States  Senate. 

*  3e«  National  Era,  April  14,  1853. 
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Some  oppose  it  through  fear  that,  if  divided,  the  western  division  would 
become  a  free  State.  However  the  problem  may  be  disposed  of,  the 
slaveholders  will  doubtless  compass  sea  and  land  to  have  it  in  tlwir  own 
way,  which  will  of  course  be  the  one  that  is  thought  to  promise  most 
advantages  to  slavery.*  But  in  either  case,  the  providential  course  of 
events  will,  we  trust,  turn  their  wisdom  into  foolishness. 

NEW-MEXICO  AND  UTAH. 

By  a  recent  communication  to  the  Corresponding  Secretary  from  an 

intelligent  ana  trustworthy  correspondent,  Rev.  W.  G.  Kephart,  we  learn 

that  there  are  supposed  to  be  a  few  black  slaves  in  the  Territory  of  Utah, 

and  a  large  number  of  Indians.     The  people  are  Generally  oj^'osed  to 

slavery,  their  soil  being  embraced  within  the  prohibitory  Ordinance  of 

1*787.     Mr.  Kephart  remarks  : 

"In  N<^w-Mexico  tlie  case  is  somewhat  diflftrent  A  considerable  portion  of  it  at 
least  is  not  secured  1>t  any  statute  or  ordinance  to  freedom.  Tlie  southern  portion  of 
the  regiiiu  is  not  so  uncongenial  to  the  growth  and  expansion  of  slavery",  but  that 
they  Hiitflit  'xist  there  and  even  be  made  profitable.  .  .  .  That  Southern  men  do  not 
aceounr  it  inijx)ssible  is  evident  from  the  fact  that,  from  the  very  first,  they  have  been 
rnano?uvring  for  its  introduction.  I  need  not  cite  to  you  the  struggle  in  Congress 
during  the  turbulent  sessions  of  1849-50,  which  resiilted  in  the  j>assage  of  the 
■  Coui]>i-omise'  bills.  Nor  need  I  refer  you  to  the  organic  law  then  given  to 
New-Mexico,  by  the  provisions  of  which  that  Territorj'  was  tlirown  op< n,  so  far 
as  it  eouJd  be,  to  tlie  introduction  of  slavery.  ...  In  opposition  to  the  known  and 
expressc-d  wLshes  of  a  vast  nifijority  of  the  people,  a  Southerner  of  the  extreme 
type  was  appointed  by  the  last  Administration  for  itsfirst  Governor.  ...  A  Chief 
Justice  was  appointed  of  the  same  type,  thus  placing  the  executive  anil  judicial 
department  in  the  hands  of  those  who,  it  was  doubtless  undi-n-toud,  wuuld  use 
their  pjvrer  and  infiuene..,  as  occasion  might  require,  for  thf  sujijioi-t  of  slavery. 
At  the  &ame  time,  ever\'  maxi  who  was  apjiointed  to  oUice  then-,  and  w;is  after- 
wards suspected  of  entertaining  sentiments  favorable  to  freedom,  wa.s  denounced 
by  slaveholding  members  in  Congress;  and  Judge  Watts  would  jirobalily  have 
been  removed,  had  not  ilr.  Footc  a-ssured  his  Southern  colleagues  that  In-  was  not 
an  Abolitionist  .  .  .  The6amei)olicy  controls  tlie  present  Admini.'-tratiun,  and  con- 
sequently the  same  policy  is  adopted.  One  ilississijijii  Chief  Justic.-  i>  removed 
only  to  have  Ins  place  filled  by  another  from  tlie  same  State;  wliil.-  liurland,  of 
Arkansius,  has  been  appointed  to  the  executive  office,  although  the  peopli-  of  the 
Territory  had  sent  their  ]«etitions,  numerously  aigned,  praying  for  tlie  aj>point- 
ment  of  Cunningham,  of  Ohio." 

When  Mr.  Kephart  first  went  to  Santa  Fe  in  1850,  as  agent  for 
this  Society  and  the  American  Missionary  Association,  the  Southerners 
cl-umed  the  Territory  as  theirs,  and  denied  his  right  to  circulate  Anti- 
slavery  tracts  there,  threatening  him  with  mob-violence.  Though  tem- 
porarily held  in  check,  they  do  not  seem  to  have  relinquished  their 
claims. 

The  Southern  programme  of  operations,  Mr.  Kephart  understands  to 
be  division,  (as  in  Texas  and  California,)  relinquishing  only  the  northern 
part  to  freedom,  then  a  renewed  invasion  and  conquest  of  the  Mexican 
States. 

*  National  Era,  February  24,  1853. 
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INVASION  OF  MEXICAN  TERRITORY  BY  NEW-MEXICO. 

Already,  as  it  would  seem,  the  process  of  Mexican  inv^ion  is  recom- 
menced !  The  late  Governor  of  New-Mexico,  Mr.  Lane,  (now  superseded 
by  Mr.  Borland,)  not  long  before  the  close  of  his  official  career,  made  an 
armed  incursion  into  Mesilla  Valley,  in  Chihuahua,  and  took  forcible 
p<;s3e38ion.  His  entrance  was  resisted,  though  without  bloodshed.  It 
seems  that  the  treaty  with  Mexico  provided  that  joint  commissioners  and 
surveyors  should  run  a  line  between  the  Uniied  States  and  Mexico. 
They  did  so,  but  did  not  agree  upon  the  correct  boundary.  Latie,  with- 
out instructions  from  Government,  as  is  alleged,  undertook  to  obtain 
possession  of  the  territory  that,  in  his  judgment,  belonged  to  the  United 
States  under  the  treaty.  Mexico  has  taken  offense  and  sent  a  force  to 
defend  the  Territory.  It  was  supposed  that  our  Government  would 
disclaim  the  act  of  Governor  L-me,  but  instead  of  doing  so,  it  is  reported 
that  the  measure  will  be  justified  and  sustained.  It  is  well  that,  by 
Article  XXI.  of  the  treaty  with  Mexico,  both  powers  bind  themselves, 
in  case  any  disagreement  should  arise,  that  they  will  endeavor  to  settle 
the  diff'.Tcnce  by  pacific  negotiations,  and  resort  shall  not  be  had  to 
hostilities  of  any  kind  until  efforts  are  made  to  settle  the  same  by  the 
arbitration  of  commissioners  appointed  on  each  side,  or  by  that  of  a 
friendly  nation. 

Most  sincerely  do  we  hope  that  peace  may  long  continue  between  the 
respective  countries;  but  past  events  evince  that  no  treaty  is  likelv  to 
stand  with  feeble  neighbors  while  the  thirst  for  new  territory  and  the 
strife  for  the  extension  of  slavery  exist  to  the  extent  they  have  done,  and 
while  the  political  parties  of  the  country  are  so  obsequious  to  the  slave 
power. 

PROJECTED  ANNEXATION  OF  CUBA. 

What  has  the  United  States  to  do  with  Cuba,  any  more  than  it  has 
to  do  with  Newfoundland  ?  If  the  one  is  wanted  by  the  South,  why  is 
not  the  other  for  the  North  ?  If  the  planters  need  the  one,  why  do  not 
the  fishermen  need  the  other  ?  If  Cuba  were  not  wanted  to  strengthen 
the  slave  power  in  the  national  councils  the  world  would  never  have 
heard  of  American  aspiration  after  Cuba.  Should  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment abolish  slavery  in  Cuba,  and  should  France  and  England,  in  con- 
junction with  Spain,  give  public  pledges  that  they  would  never  see  it  re- 
eptablishcd  there,  there  would  bo  a  perpetual  quietus  to  projects  for  the 
aanexation  of  Cuba  ! 

As  it  is,  there  has  been  some  little  misgiving  among  the  slaveholders. 
It  has  been  feared  that,  like  ano^er  California,  it  may  set  up  pretensions 
to  freedom.  The  Southern  councils  have  at  times  been  divided,  or  the 
final  onset  would  have  been  made  before  now  :  but  the  reckless  and 
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darinjT  amon;;  them  seem  to  predomimitc  ow-r  l!it^  (imi<l  niul  oautioii=. 
Preparations  and  devices  for  tlie  annexation  of  Cuba  constitute  no  ini-on 
siderable  element  of  pijlitical  tliouglit  and  activity  in  the  slave  States. 
The  questions  discussed  have  main  reference  to  the  time  and  mt-tliod  of 
annexation.  The  more  impetuous  are  for  taking  forcible  possession  at 
once,  either  with  or  wilhuut  the  open  sanction  and  aiil  uf  the  Federal 
Oovernment.  The  more  wary  would  wait  "for  the  fruit  to  ripen,"  and 
would  secure  by  negotiation  and  management  the  object  desired. 

Within  the  past  year  there  have  been  developments  that  have  placed 
these  facts  upon  the  page  of  the  world's  history  in  clear  sunlight,  and 
have  attested,  in  the  most  diK-umeutary  and  official  form,  their  truth- 
fulness. 

The  forcible  invasion  of  Cuba  by  armaments  fitted  out  from  tlie  United 
States,  with  little  or  no  secresy,  and  with  no  effectual  effort-  by  tho 
Federal  Governinent  to  prevent  it,  was  already  well  known.  l>iit  the 
iong-scttled  policy  and  determine<J  perseverance  of  the  Ftdoal  Govern- 
meii(  itself  to  obtain  Cuba  was  not  generally  or  circumstantially  known, 
until  officially  communicated  to  Congress  by  President  Fillmore,  July 
13,  1852,  in  compliance  with  a  request  of  Congre.ss  for  information  on 
that  subject.  How  it  came  to  pass  that  this  information  was  solicited, 
liow  the  President  came  to  communicate  it,  and  above  all,  how  Congress 
came  to  give  it  publicity,  is  a  problem  to  be  solved  only  by  a  reverent 
reference  to  the  providence  of  Him  who  taketh  thf-  wisi-  in  their  own 
ci'aftiness,  brings  to  light  the  hidden  things  of  da^kne^s,  and  convicts  the 
workers  of  iniquity  by  their  own  voluntary  testimony.  No  disdosure-s 
have  l)een  more  astounding,  or  better  calculated  to  stimul;ite  a  general 
discussion  of  the  slavery  question,  in  its  relation  to  tlie  Federal  Govern- 
ment, than  tho.se  contained  in  thi-:  Me.ssage — none  furnishing  stronger 
arguments  for  vigorous  and  radical  political  Abolitionism  at  hoim — none 
presenting  a  more  humiliating  picture  of  our  Republican  Government  to 
the  inspection  of  both  friends  and  enemies  abroad. 

From  this  document  it  appears  that,  from  November,  1822,  to  Decem- 
ber, 1^48,  a  period  of  twenty-six  years,  and  under  all  the  successive  ad- 
ministrations of  the  Government,  from  Monroe  to  Polk,  a  continuous 
course  of  policy  Las  been  pursued,  anticipating  the  future  occupancy  of 
Cuba.  National  Fiepublicans  and  Nullifiers,  Whigs  and  Democratc:, 
ajip.ar  (<>  have  been  united  in  this  poiicy  ;  showing  here,  as  in  every  thing 
vilh«',  that  amid  all  minor  wianglings  and  struggles  of  nvals  for  oflice, 
th«  1^1  i-i-oKT  OK  sLAVKRY  is  tlic  oiie  ov crsliadosving,  piiramount,  and 
titeady  policy  of  the  (juvemment ! '■ 

Ni.  marvel   th;it  h.iiic  of  th«;  j.ro-ftl;i\ery  editors,  a.s  well  as  s.-nalons, 

*  JS'aXionnl  Kra,  \)kc   \<,  ]%h\',. 
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found  fault  with  Mr.  Fillmore  for  thus  "  disclosing  the  secrets  of  our  di- 
plomacy ! "     It  would  be  vnser  to  find  fault  with  the  acts  of  the  Govern- 
ment than  with  the  revelation  of  them. 
The  National  Era  says  : 

The  publication  of  these  documenta,  as  has  been  well  observed,  "  presents  our 
(tovernment  in  an  attitude  calculated  to  arouse  the  jealousy  of  European  pow- 
ers. Spain  and  the  world  now  know  the  policy  of  the  American  Government 
in  relation  to  Cuba— how  it  longs  for  the  ac(j^uisition — by  what  means  it  has  at- 
tempted to  gratify  its  passion — what  price  it  is  willin?  to  pay — what  advantages 
it  expects  to  secure — by  wiiat  acts  it  has  attempted  to  influence  the  feehngs^of 
Spain  against  England,  and  awaken  itd  fears  of  revolution.  In  a  word,  the 
position  and  purposes  of  our  Government  are  fully  disclosed.  A  few  more  such 
disclosures,  and  we  may  expect  to  stand  an  Ishmael  among  the  nations."  * 

Already  the  public  ear  is  becoming  accustomed  to  debates  ix  Con- 
gress ox  THE  ANNEXATION  OF  CcBA  !  Ou  the  2;3d  of  Dec,  1853,  Mr, 
Mason,  of  Virginia,  in  the  Senate,  submitted  a  Resolution  culling  on  the 
President  for  information  respecting  Cuba.  Yet  in  this  speech  he  blamed 
the  President  for  having  communicated  so  much  information,  in  compli- 
ance with  the  former  requo.st  of  Congress  I  ''The  ends  and  objects  ive 
desire,''  said  he,  ".should  nut  be  uifelessly  promulffed ! ^'  A  gentle  hint  to 
secure  garbled  communications  in  future — suppressing  whatever  mio'ht 
cause  agitation  ;  for,  said  Mr.  Mason,  "  So  far  Jis  the  acquisition  of  Cuba 
is  involved,  the  Administration  has  done  little  to  expedite  it  by  divulging 
that  correspondence."  •'  I  do  not  question  the  motives  of  the'  President, 
but  I  do  question  his  jU^Ji,'raent.  Whatever  it  was  intended  to  otfect. 
one  consequence  mu^t  be  the  result— the  postponement  of  the  acquisition 
of  that  island  to  a  more  distant  period  than  if  the  correspondence  had 
not  been  divulged."  Yet  he  adds,  "  It  may  postpone  the  acquisition, 
but  it  cannot  prevent  it."  "  It  would  occur  as  certainly  as  the  earth  re- 
volved on  its  axis."f 

Mr.  M;ison  should  be  reminded  that  Mr.  Fillmore  is  not  the  only  states- 
man whose  devotion  to  the  interests  of  slaveholders  has  betrayed  him 
into  the  adoption  of  measures  that  work  against  them.  Mr.  Mason's 
own  pet,  the  Fugitive  Slave  Bill,  hjis  been  even  more  unfortunate  tban 
Mr.  Fillmore's  compliance  with  the  request  of  Congress. 

It  is  amusing  to  notice  some  of  the  pretexts  and  pleas  insinuated  in 
favor  of  the  annexation  of  Cuba.  The  public  are  sometimes  gravelv  re- 
minded that  the  horrible  African  slave-trade  is  carried  on  in  Cuba; 
that  Spain  encourages  it,  because  she  derives  her  revenues  and  existence 
chiefly  from  Cuba.  It  is  hence  covertly  inferred  that  Spain  is  not  fit  to 
have  change  of  the  island.  This  is  represented  as  among  the  "grounds 
of  di-.r.isficlion"  in  Cuba;  and  their  sympathizers  in  the  United  States, 

*Doc.  1,  \>'>1.  \  Naiionai  Anti-ilavery  Standard,  Dec.  30,  ls.-j2. 
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in  palliation  of  their  "  filibustering"  schemes, .transform  themselves  almost 
into  Abolitionists  by  the  implication  that  humanity  requires  the  transfer 
of  Cuba  to  the  United  States,  as  though  t?iat  would  secure  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  slave  trade.* 

At  the  same  time,  the  efforts  of  the  British  Gorernment,  in  its  treaty 
stipulation?,  to  terminate  the  slave-trade  and  favor  freedom  in  the  island, 
are  denounced  as  impertinent  intermeddling.  Through  these  efibrts,  it 
is  understood  that,  resulting  from  treaty  stipulations  concerning  the  slave- 
trade,  there  is  a  large  and  increasing  body  of  "freedmen"  in  Cuba, 
whose  continued  freedom  is  in  a  manner  guaranteed  by  the  terms  of  the 
treaty  with  England.  It  is  even  questioned  whether  a  more  full  and 
equitable  compliance  with  the  treaty  would  not  emancipate  a  pretty  large 
proportion,  "  probably  the  majority,"  of  the  remaining  slaves  on  the  island, 
as  having  been  illegally  imported  in  violation  of  the  treaty.  It  is  known 
that  the  British  Government  has  an  eye  to  the  subject :  the  result  cannot 
be  foreseen.f 

In  the  meantime,  no  opportunities  are  neglected  for  involving  the 
United  States  in  a  controversy  with  Spain,  or  at  least  with  the  authorities 
of  Cuba,  as  a  pretext  for  seizing  upon  the  island.  The  exclusion  of  the 
steamer  Crescent  City,  Capt.  Porter,  from  the  harbor  of  Havana,  some 
time  last  autumn,  aflbrded  one  of  those  opportunities.  It  was  certainly 
very  j)ardonabIe  in  the  Cuban  authorities,  after  all  that  had  occurred,  to 
keep  up  a  vigilant  watch  against  invaders  from  the  United  States!  Yet 
it  is  fuund  easy,  on  such  grounds,  to  inflame  the  pa-ssions  of  the  igno- 
rant, and  to  keep  up  constantly  before  the  public,  for  the  basest  ends,  a 
para  e  of  "Cuban  aggressions"  and  "diflacukies  with  Cuba."  AlS  in 
the  case  of  Mexico,  the  slavery  factionists  will  not  rest  until  they /have 
tried  every  expedient  with  the  Federal  Government,  to  acquire  Cuba 
before  emancipation  takes  place  in  the  island.  But  should  slavery  be  abol- 
ished in  Cuba,  (as  it  was  in  Mexico,  including  Texas,)  it  would  by  the 
annexation  be  restored,  if  the  people  of  the  United  States  did  not,  mean- 
time, awaken  from  their  stupor  and  prevent  the  outrage. 

The  Washington  Union,  the  would-be  central  organ  of  the  party  that 
elected  and  that  supports  President  Pierce,  is  an  open  and  avowed  advo- 
cate of  Cuban  annexation^  and  the  Belfast  (Me.)  Journal  takes  the 
same  ground.§  The  Administration  of  President  Pierce  is  claimed  as 
being  in  favor  of  the  measure,  and  none  of  the  prominent  supporters  of 
the  Administration  are  known  to  have  called  in  question  the  correctness 
of  the  claim,  or  to  have  express  d  regret  for  the  fact. 


*  See  New-York  Times,  April  2^,  lH5r!  ;  National  Anti-slavtrij  Standard,  Jan. 
27,  1853,  and  New-York  Tribune  of  April  VJ,  18ii3. 


+  New-York  TV'ibune,  April  1.5,  18.o:i. 

V. 


:  Vi'lv  extnict  from  the  Union  oi  Nov.  2.  in  National  Era.  N<iv.  1^,  18r>2. 
§lbid 
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PROPOSED  ANNEXATION  OF  THE  SANDWICH  ISLANDS. 

The  public  miDd  has  been  somewhat  agiUited  with  discussions  respect- 
ing the  annexation  of  these  islands  to  the  United  States.  Newspaper* 
favorable  to  such  a  project  have  been  filled  witli  stories  about  the  dissa- 
tisfaction of  the  people  of  those  islands  with  their  government ;  and  with 
statements  that  it  is  for  the  interest  of  the  people  of  both  countries  that 
annexation  should  take  place.  They  even  desired  that  tlie  annexation 
question  should  be  made  one  of  the  issues  of  the  late  Presidential  elec- 
tion. The  New-York  Herald,  with  its  accustomed  audacity,  has  pub- 
lished real  or  pretended  letters  from  Honolulu,  in  which  the  importance 
of  the  island  is  greatly  magnified,  and  the  necessity  of  its  annexation  to 
the  United  States  vehemently  urged !  It  was  reported  some  months 
since,  that  a  private  expedition  was  fitting  out  in  California  to  obtain 
possession  of  the  islands,  by  hook  or  by  crook. 

These  unexpected  discussions  and  reports  have,  as  might  be  supposed, 
excited  some  attention  at  the  islands.  We  quote  a  passage  from  the 
Polynesian,  the  editor  of  which,  after  transferring  to  its  columns  the  fili- 
bustering reports  of  the  California  and  other  American  newspapers,  says  : 

"We  caution  the  public  against  such  attacks  upon  a  kingdom  at  perfect  peace 
within  itself  and  ■w^lh  all  the  world.  The  statements  made  are,  many  of  them, 
greatly  exaggerated,  and  othcis  too  ridiculously  false  to  require  refutation.  We 
give  thom  for  what  they  are  worth — that  is,  just  nothing  at  all,  except  to  show 
how  easy  it  is  for  some  men  to  utter  untruths,  to  exaggerate  facts,  and  to  deceive 
the  American  public  by  misrepresentation." 

It  is  evident  that  there  are  individuals  at  the  islands  and  in  the  United 
States  interested  in  annexation,  who  cooperate  to  spread  extravagant  state- 
ments, with  a  view  to  pave  the  way  for  the  accomplishment  of  their  pur- 
poses. They  speak  of  the  imbecility  ut"  the  king  of  the  islands  ;  the 
discontent  of  his  subjects;  the  improvements  that  annexation  would 
introduce  into  this  "  Cuba  of  the  Pacific,"  to  use  their  own  expression  ; 
the  inevitable  destiny  of  the  islanders,  and  the  certain  progress  of  the 
Anglo-Saxon  race.  Meantime  the  peaceful  and  unoflfending  inhabitants 
of  the  islands,  and  their  government,  are  astounded  at  the  rapacity  of 
the  Model  Republic,  imagining  that  the  loud-mouthed  publications  who 
declaim  so  much  about  the  inevitableness  of  the  annexation,  utter  the 
voice  of  the  American  people. 

TREATMENT  OF  HAYTL 

The  general  policy  of  the  American  Government  in  relation  to  Ui^yti 
has  long  been  before  a  scrutinizing  world,  but  the  developments  of  thd 
past  year  have  added  an  important  chapter  to  the  stock  of  previous  \a- 
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formation.  If  the  administration  of  Mi.  Fillmore  deserves  any  tliankf^ 
from  the  friends  of  freedom,  it  is  for  the  readiness  witl)  which  it  has 
spread  before  Confi;ress  and  the  world  those  long-concealed  secrets  of  our 
national  diplomacy  which  reveal  more  distinctly  than  ever  the  depths  of 
servility  to  which  the  Federal  Government  has  descended,  in  its  subser- 
viency to  the  petty  oligarchy  of  slaveholders. 

Not  content  with  having  refused,  since  the  year  1801,  a  recognition  of 
the  independence  of  Ilayli,  to  the  great  detriment  of  our  commercial  in- 
terests, tlic  Government,  it  now  seem-;,  has  had  the  meanness  to  interfere 
with  her  affairs,  while  refusinir  honorable  internati  mal  intercourse  with 
Ler ; — has  secretly  plotted  against  her  peace,  and  has  added  insult  to 
injury  in  the  tune  of  arrcgance  officially  held  towards  her. 

A  uiiinn,  it  should  be  remembered,  was  effected,  in  1822,  between 
Hayti  and  cei  Lain  portions  of  Dominica,  inhabited  by  French  and  Spanish 
negroes.  Some  years  since,  Dominica  revolted  against  the  Ilaytien 
Government,  and  declared  independence.  Into  the  merits  of  the  contto- 
versy  we  need  not  now  enter.  It  is  sufficient  to  know  that  the  Govern- 
rnent  of  the  United  States  had  no  right  to  interfere  with  it;  that  it  was 
impertinent  to  intermeddle  against  Ilayti,  especially  while  lefusing  to 
re<:ognize  her  among  the  family  of  nations.  But  all  this,  and  more, 
was  done. 

Successive  Administrations  had  sent  secret  emissaries  to  Dominic^  to 
stioiulato  the  rebellion  against  Hayti,  without  the  concurrence  of  Con- 
gress, or  the  knowledge  of  the  American  people,  thus  clandestinely  com- 
promitting  the  neutrality  of  the  United  States  in  violation  of  important 
trusts,  and  by  an  exercise  of  usurjjed  and  unconstitutional  power.  And 
this  is  not  all  Great  Britain  and  France,  on  some  prete.xts,  had  in- 
terested themselves  in  an  adjustment  of  the  controversy,  and  had 
assumed  a  tone  of  dictation  towards  Ilayti.  This  presented  a  fit  occa- 
sion fur  the  assertion,  by  our  Government,  of  the  non-intervention  doc- 
trine of  President  Monroe,  so  much  gloried  in,  dtclariug  it  impertinent 
and  inadmissible  for  the  European  Governraenti  to  inb-nneddle  in  the 
affairs  of  this  Western  Hemisithere.  But  so  far  from  remonstrating 
against  this  interference,  our  Government  eagerly  availed  itself  of  it  for 
the  purposes  it  had  in  view,  and  cooperated  in  measures  for  making  it 
efftictual.  Not  content  with  thi.s,  its  emi.ssary,  Mr.  Ilogan,  concocted  a 
plan  for  a  wldte  republic  on  the  eastern  part  of  the  island  of  Hayti :  and 
cool  projihccifs  were  circulated  in  the  papers,  "that  the  ?6'A(7e  race  would 
yet  have  to  interfere  for  the  cause  of  humanity,  and  re-subjugate  or  exter- 
minate the  blacks  of  Hayti,  fast  relap-ing  into  barbarism  !"  These  hints 
and  feelers,  somewhat  enigmatical  and  mysterious  at  the  time,  are  better 
imderitood  now.  in  the  light  of  the  diplomatic  correspondence  that  has 
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been  publishoJ.*  A  plan  w:is  likewise  projected,  and  announced  by  a 
manifesto  of  General  Duff  Green,  for  the  colonization  and  subjugation  of 
St.  Domingo.  In  shorty  the  design  of  the  slave  power  to  ijet  posvsi  s^ion 
of  St  Domingo  is  now  no  more  a  secret  (to  those  who  will  open  their 
eyes  on  public  affairs)  than  the  design  to  annex  Cuba  :  no  more  a 
secret  than  w;i3  the  design,  a  few  years  ago,  to  annex  Texas,  and  to  dis- 
member and  reenslave  Mexico.  Here,  again,  we  are  certified  that  there 
is  and  can  be  only  one  way  to  prevent  the  extension  of  American  slavery, 
and  that  is  by  the  speedy  and  vigorous  extirpation  of  American  slavery 
itself.  Instead  of  saying,  "  If  it  is  suffered  to  expand,  it  will  continue  to 
exist,"  we  should  say,  "  If  suffered  to  exist,  it  will  continue  to  expand." 
Should  the  Sandwich  Islands  be  annexed,  there  would  be  an  almost  resist- 
less effort  and  tendency  to  their  enslavement  If  the  nation  expands,  it 
will,  of  necessity,  expand  itself  ;  and  remaining  pro-slavery,  its  expan- 
sion must  be  pro-slavery  extension.  "  Who  can  bring  a  clean  thing  out 
of  an  unclean  T' 

A  petition  to  Congress  in  favor  of  the  recognition  of  the  independence 
of  Hay  ti  hiis  been  signed  by  fifty  among  the  most  enterprising  merchants  in 
the  city  of  Boston,  not  for  the  purposes  of  Anti-slavery  agitation,  but  for 
the  protection  of  their  own  commercial  interests.  They  state  that  Ilayti 
has  been  de  facto  an  independent  state  since  her  declaration  of  independ- 
ence, January  Ist,  1804  ;  and  de  jure  since  July,  1825,  by  recognition  of 
France  under  Charles  X.,  and  all  the  great  powers  of  Europe.  They 
recapitulate  a  mass  of  facts  showing  the  commercial  importance  of  the 
island,  and  the  extensive  interests  of  her  merchants  involved  in  commerce 
with  it,  which  need  to  be  reorulated  and  established  on  a  firm  basis.  A 
similar  petition  h;is  been  forwarded  from  merchants  in  Xew-York.f  If 
the  people  of  Ilayti  were  wkitf,  these  petitions  would  receive  prompt 
and  favorable  attention.  But  the  reception  of  black  consuls  into  our 
American  ports,  and  of  a  black  minister  to  the  seat  of  government  at 
"Washington,  would  be  offensive  to  slaveholders,  and  might  inspire  ideas 
of  the  capabilities  of  the  colored  race,  inconsistent  with  prevailing  theo- 
ries, and  incompatible  with  the  perpetuity  of  their  enslavement!  And 
so  the  commercial  interests  of  the  country  must  take  caro  of  themselves, 
so  far  as  Hayti  is  concerned!  Perhaps  a  memorial  to  the  "Union 
Safety  Committee"  should  have  preceded  the  memorials  to  Congress. 
The  course  of  our  diplomacy,  in  the  meantime,  appears  in  the  following: 

The 'commercial  agents  of  this  country  had  been  recognized  in  Hayti 

•  See  yalional  Era,  Dee.  23, 1852  ;  Jan.  6. 1S53  ;  FeK  10, 1853 ;  ^''ational  Anti- 
tlavery  Standard,  Dee.  23,  1862;  F^b.  8,  1853.  Also  Pamphlet,  "Plea  for  Hayti," 
by  B.'C.  Clarke,  Boston. 

f  Xational  Era,  Jvily  29,  1852;  Kational  Anti-slavery  Standard,  July  22,  1862- 
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as  consuls.  Mr.  Groon,  aj^ont  of  Uio  TTnitc^d  Statx'R  Govornmrnt  at 
Ilayti,  liail  been  iiistiuctod  "to  propose  to  tlic  II  yticn  (Jovorniiiciit  an 
arran;;citu'iit  for  (lu:  mutual  recofrnition  of  the  United  States  cotisuIh  in 
Hayli,  and  llaytiiu  consuls  in  the  United  States,"  the  arrangement  not 
to  1p.'  l.indiiiL!;  <in  the  United  Stales,  "  till  made  known  here  for  coiiHidera- 
tion  !"  I'y  this  very  singrular  finesse,  the  party  soliciting  overtures  for 
arraiii,^f'in''nts  advertises  beforehand  its  unpreparedness  for  tlie  measure! 
But  llii'  Uayticn  (iovernmcnt,  nia;;^iianiniouslv  overhxd^ing  this  e(juivocal 
feature  of  the  overture,  jiromptly  informed  our  (Jovernment  that  tlie  com- 
mercial agents  of  the  American  Government  in  Ilayti  were  already 
recognized  as  consuls,  requesting  the  American  (ioverument  to  recognize 
B.  C.  Clarke  a.s  Haytien  consul  at  Boston.  But  this  request  was  declined 
in  the  following  paragraph  from  Mr.  Webster,  our  Secretary  of  State, 
to  Mr.  W.-ilsh,  the  successor  of  Mr.  Green,  January  18,  1851  : 

"  AViili  this  roquest  we  are  not  pr<'parcd  to  coiii|ilv,  but  nro  willing'  tliut  )io, 
or  mni  othrr  person,  not  ok  afhican  i:xtr\(tion,  hIkhiKI  ],<■  Ri<\u,iu{,-i]  rormnrrrial 
agent  <.f  Ilayti  n(  I'.oston.  or  niiy  oIIkt  Uniti-d  Stutos  port  wliero  ll;i\l.i<  n  com- 
merce may  lie  6iii)|)osed  to  require."  •  " 

The  iiit^Mided  (lislincti(/n  is  readily  understood.  If  the  Federal  (Jov- 
ernment  .slioidd  lecognize  Haytien  consuls  instead  of  commercial  agents, 
there  would  ^eera  to  be  an  imj.lied  recognition  of  the  Haytien  nation, 
which  might  lead  to  a  more  formal  recognition,  or  prove  a  precedent  f(;r 
receiving  a  Haytien  mini-ter,  wlio  iiiight  be  a  black  man!  A\.d  the 
occasion  was  considered  a  fitting  one  for  an  official  declaration  from  the 
Department  of  Slat-  that  it  cuuld  recognize  no  foreign  official  of  "African 
extraction."  Yet  a  person  of  "African  extraction"  is  just  as  eligible, 
under  the  Gon^titution.  to  the  office  of  President  or  Secretary  of  StaU;,  as 
a  white  man ! 

It  may  deserve  iinjuiry,  ufier  all,  whether  the  intended  distinction  Ih  a 
successful  one.  If  there  be  no  Ilaytion  Government,  what  mean  "c^>rn- 
mercial  agents"  to  it?  What  mean  the  missions  to  it  of  such  officials 
as  Messrs.  Green  and  \\'aMi  .'  What  mean  communications  through 
these  officials  from  tii.j  Am-riean  Department  of  State,  with  propohals 
and  declinatures  to  be  addressed  to  ''the  Haytim  Govemmnd  r'  Is 
there  no  ran  tier  of -fart  or  impli.d  recognition  of  the  Haytien  Govern- 
ment in  all  this?  If  one  Administration  may  cautiously  proj-'^v;  a 
mutual  recognition  of  consuls,  may  not  anr)tl)er  Administration  on  due 
yonml (ration''  recognize  them,  and  recognize  a  black  minister  at  Wa-h- 
ington  ?  What  is  wanting  but  a  public  f-entiment  that  shall  demand  it? 
Nothing  :     It   may  be  discovered  a  few  years  lience  that  Prfisident  Fill- 


*  National  Era,  Dec.  23,  IbT/i.. 
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more  and  Secretary  Webster  did  de  facto,  or  by  unavoidable  imjilication, 
recognize  the  Ilaytien  Guverniiient  in  1851.  It  would  not  be  any  more 
an  usurpation  of  power  than  is  developed  in  the  diplomatic  correr-pondt^nce 
before  the  public. 

INDEPENDEXCE  OF  LIBERIA. 

And  what  bearing  is  the  policy  of  the  Government  to  have  upon  the 
destinies  of  Liberia?  A  republic  in  Africa,  we  were  told,  was  to  be  built 
up,  in  order  that  its  refivx  influence  upon  the  United  States  might  teach 
the  capabilities  and  illustrate  the  dignity  of  the  colored  race.  This  was 
the  plea  at  the  North  of  the  Cjlouization  Society.  Well.  They  have 
enjoyed  the  public  favor.  They  have  produced,  they  say,  an  independent 
republic.  Will  the  leading  inHuences  of  the  Society,  Southern  and 
X-orthern,  acknowledge  it  as  such?  Will  they  earnestly  and  persever- 
ingly  insist  upon  its  recognition  by  the  Federal  Government.  If  they 
teill,  they  u'ilL  succeed.  Abolitionists  will  not  oppose  them.  We  ahall 
see.  Liberia  has  been  recognized  by  England  and  other  powers,  but  not 
by  the  United  States.     Why  not? 

DBTRKT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

By  some  of  our  Xorthern  citizens  it  has  been  supposed  that  a  part  of 
the  famous  ''Compromise"  of  1850,  which  included  the  Fugitive  Slave 
Bill,  secured  likewise  the  termination  of  the  slave-traflfic  and  the  discon- 
tinuance of  slave  auctions  in  the  Federal  District  This  is  a  mistake, 
as  may  be  seen  in  the  frequent  advertisements,  in  such  respectable  papers 
as  the  Xational  latelUfjencer,  of  slave  auctions  in  Washington  Citt. 
The  following  may  serve  as  a  specimen  : — 

By  E.  N.  Stkatt'v,  Auctioneer,  Pennsylvania  Avenue,  eomer  of  Ninth  street 
NEGRO  BOY  AT  AL'CTI(  )X,  for  account  of  whom  it  may  concern.  Peremptory 
sale  f)r  casli  in  l^arikable  funds.  On  Saturday  raornin;^,  February  f>,  at  ten 
o'clock,  at  my  Auction  Room,  I  shall  sell  one  likely  Negro  Boy,  Slave  for  life ; 
highly  recomui  ;i  led  as  a  superior  house,  dining-room,  or  bod}*^  servant ;  filteen 
years  old,  and  well  ijrowu  for  his  age.     Feb.  4. 

On  account  of  bad  weather  the  sale  was  postponed  to  the  8th,  when 
the  lad  was  sold  for  ^750  to  a  purchaser  in  Georgia,  lie  cried  bitterly 
during  the  operation.     Probably  he  had  parents  living.* 

Barbara  Peterson,  known  as  "Aunt  Barbara"  in  Washington  City, has 
a  son  Henry,  whose  time  she  (the  mother)  hired  from  his  "■  otcner,"  at 
eight  dollars  per  month,  and  had  paid  him  punctually  hundreds  of 
dollars;  and  Henry  had  proposed  to  buy  himself;   but  the  master  was 


•  .yationai  Era,  Feb.  17,  1853. 
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inexorable.  One  day,  while  attending  to  his  bHsiiies^  ho  wh-x  «rivstcd  by 
two  constables,  dragged  before  a  magistrate,  ni.'Ui.uK'd,  dis|»Mtolii'd  to 
Baltimore,  and  thrown  into  a  slave-pen.  He  hnd  Ih'oii  snld  to  a  .slave- 
dealer!  A  sympathy  was  excited  in  favor  of  lb'i\rv  and  lii*  agonized 
mother.  An  nfticir  of  the  United  States  army,  tin-  Mayor  of  Washing- 
ton, and  other  citizens,  the  majority  of  them  slavi-lmKK'rs,  raisrd  tlu'  sum 
of  ^1000,  demanded  for  him  by  the  trader,  and  n-storrd  him  to  liis 
mother— a  deed  of  humanity  that  deservo^  honora'jK'  nn'iilbiii  ;  while 
the  occasion  ilhi-trates  the  barbarous  Code  nt'  th.-  l'\'(U'i.il  1  >i'*trict,  for 
which  the  entire  nation,  the  North  even  Moaic  thmi  the  South,  (as  hold- 
ing the  irajority  of  power,)  is  responsible.* 

Some  time  before  this,  an  advertisement  appinrcd  in  Un)  National 
Intdliycncii'  as  follows  : — 

Piano-fvrtc,  Ilousihold  a?td  kitchen  furniture,  j^'kjio  I'«i/.  fiornf*,  hdnifss,  car- 
ryall,  cart.t.  farmini)  utensils,  drc.  at  Auction,  (hi  'SnlmXii/  inornititf,  J>rc.  11, 
at  Ji  o'c/ork.  hi  front  of  the  Aiution  Rooms,  I  shall  srll  tril/ioiit  reserve,  itc.,  dr. 

Uiic  in'gio  boy,  18  years  of  age. 

Also  one  nei.'ro  girl. 

8  liorpw,  saddles  bridle,  and  harness. 

Carryall,  2  carts,  and -nhcelbairow. 

One  rake,  2  plows,  Cultivator. 

lliiy  cart,  lot  of  farm  harnes.*,  «fco. 
Term.-<  Ca.rli.  .Iamm  C.  MfOnio;  Aii<  I- 

Tlie  slaves  were  part  of  the  estate  of  the  late  J.'-"  Hrnun,  proi-rictor 
of  Brown's  Uutcl.  Marshall  Brown,  one  of  the  h(•ir^  inlt  ii'i«'l  to  buy  llie 
boy  at  a  rea.-oiiabl(j  price.  lie  was  struck  off  t'>  bim  at  ^'iL'."),  l>iil  a 
trader,  named  Naylor,  claimed  the  bid  as  his.  llr  vn.i-  put  np  again, 
and  struck  otl"  to  Naylor  at  S330.  The  auction,  .r  (wiio  bad  j.rcviously 
offered  825  to  any  person  who  would  relieve  him  from  lb'-  iicc  ssity  ot 
•selling  the  .slaves)  offered  Na3lor  *25  if  be  wouid  not  bid  any  mor<-. 
This  was  accepted,  with  the  remark  that  he  '^  hnd  ay  liif  iwihc  twenty- 
five  JoUars  in  thi^  way  as  to  inake  it  out  of  a  ni'iytr!'''  'i'lie  Jioor 
trembling  boy  was  delivered  to  Mr.  lirown.f 

It  fared  wor.«;e  with  the  poor  girl.  She,  only  t-ii  yc.ar.H  of  age,  was 
next  set  up,  and,  in  the  presence  of  its  agonize.l  niotlu'r,  was  struck  ofi  to 
Judge  SiURGis,  of  ('Jeorgia;  and  tbis  child  wan,  a.  is  hujij)os<«d,  Kent 
immediatelv  to  that  distant  State  to  drarr  <,ut  a  Mii"'rabb-  existciice  in 
the  cotton  field,  without  a  single  human  friend  on  wjioiu  to  r<'ly  in  case 
of  sickne.ss  or  distress  I 

So  much  for  the  boasted  "Compromise."  'J'li.-  .A' t  of  18.';0,  nays  the 
National  Eru,  (Feb.  3.)  "simply  jjrohibited  the  irni>'>rt'ttion  of  davex 
into  this  District,  for  sale  here,  or  to  be  placed  in  de[.ot.  for  sale  elwjwhere. 


*  National  Era,  Jan.  6,  1853.  +  Ibid.,  Jut.    »'>,  l^^-"- 
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That  h  all.     It  did  not  touch  the  buying  and  selling  of  slaves  already  in 
the  District." 

It  may  be  noticed  further  that,  as  the  restriction  is  only  upon  the  im- 
portation of  slaves  into  the  District, /or  sale  out  of  the  District,  there 
seems  to  be  no  impediment  to  the  importation  of  them /or  service.  And 
if  afterwards  an  estate  is  to  be  divided  or  settled,  like  that  of  Mr.  Brown's, 
or  if  an  attachment  is  made  for  debt,  a  slave  thus  imported,  if  put  upon 
the  auction-stand,  would  derive  no  benefit  from  the  restriction,  not  having 
been  imported  for  the  purpose  of  sale  out  of  the  District. 

The  enactments  and  the  customs  of  the  Federal  District  in  respect  to 
the  so-called  "/ree  people  of  color,"  remain  as  they  were  before.  "  Free 
negroes,"  recognized  in  statutes  and  publicly  advertised  as  hein'j  such, 
may  still  be  sold  at  auction  to  pay  their  jail  fees,  in  cases  where  the  im- 
prisonment was  made  on  the  mere  srispicion  of  their  being  fugitive  slaves, 
and  their  wrongful  arrest  and  detention  under  that  suspicion.' 

In  "Washington  City  no  "  free  black  or  mulatto  person''  is  permitted 
to  go  at  large  after  ten  o'clock  at  night,  without  a  pass,  unless  engaged 
in  driving  a  cart  or  carriage,  or  returning  from  a  religious  meeting,  or  on 
an  errand  from  the  owner  or  employer.     Under  this  ordinance,  "  Isaac 
N.  Carey,  a  mo^t  respectable  and  orderly  free  man  of  color,  was  fined  by 
a  justice  of  the  peace  ten  dollars."     He  applied   to  the  Circuit  Court, 
and  *'  His  Honor  Judge  Dunlap  delivered  the  written  opinion  of  the  Court 
affirming  the  judgment;"*  an  additional  instance  of  the  atrocious  cha- 
racter of  judicial  decisions  in  sections  where  the  Abolitionists  have  not 
been  suffered  to  exert  themselves  freely  for  the  purification  of  public 
sentiment.     Xot  a  shadow  of  foundation  for  the  constitutional  validity 
and  legality  of  such  ordinances,  or  of  slavery  itself,  can  be  produce<l  before 
any  tribunal !     And  yut  they  are  enforced  by  the  Federal  Courts !     This 
fact  presents  one  point  of  effort — the  liberation  of  tde  District  op 
Columbia,  in  which  it  is  to  be  hoped  all  the  friends  of  the  Constitution 
and  of  hberty  will  agree,  and  make  their  power  felt.     Why  should  not 
millions  of  signatures  to  suitable  memorials  against  slavery  in  the  Ftd.-ral 
District  be  presented  to  the  next  Congress,  in  array  against  only  1 1  3,000 
slaveholders  ? 

REI.E.iSE  OF  DRAYTON  AND  SAYRES. 

Aftfir  an  imprisonment  of  four  years  in  the  Federal  District  for  the 
crime  of  assiatinor  native  Americans  to  exercise  the  crift  of  locomotion  "  in 
pursuit  of  happiness,"  in  the  use  of  the  schooner  "  Tearl,"  Drayton  and 
Sayres  were  released  by  au  act  of  executive  clemency,  in  August,  1852. 


•  National  Era,  April  28,  1868. 
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A  petition  in  tlicir  bcliulf  from  Boston  had  been  presented  to  President 
Fillmore  some  months  previous.  The  President  is  said  to  have  doubted 
his  power  in  the  premises.  Mr.  Sumner,  senator  from  Massachusetts, 
prepared  an  elaborate  argument  and  presented  it  for  his  consideration. 
The  question  was  laid  before  the  Attorney-General,  who  concurred  with 
Mr.  Sumner,  and  the  pardon  was  granted.*  It  may  not  be  deemed 
indecorous  to  suggo>t  the  inquiry  whether  the  President  and  his  friends 
were  not  in  a  more  favorable  position  to  examine  candidly  the  subject 
after  the  anxieties  preceding  and  during  the  two  gi-eat  Nominating  Con- 
ventions at  Baltimore  had  passed  away,  leaving  them  at  leisure  to  reflect 
upon  the  political  benefits  of  subserviency  to  slaveholders.  Drayton 
and  Sayres  will  have  no  occasion,  we  think,  to  regret  the  decision  by 
which  the  name  of  Millard  Fillmore  was  dropped  from  the  list  of  Presi- 
dential candidates.  The  slave  power  is  in  a  way  of  digesting  some 
useful  lessons  of  experience  in  respect  to  Presidential  candidates  who  are 
Presidents.  There  arc  delicate  problems  to  be  disposed  of  in  such  cases. 
There  7nay  arrive  exigences  in  which  a  message,  a  measure  of  diplomacy, 
a  signature  of  a])proval,  a  withheld  veto,  on  the  part  of  such  a  retiiing 
President,  may  work  mischiefs  to  the  slaveocracy  more  formidable  than 
this  exercise  of  the  pardoning  power  by  President  Fillmore.  Between 
the  rival  claims  of  frej-h  aspirants  and  old  worn-out  servants,  it  may 
sometimes  be  hazardou.-.  to  decide.  And  an  overruling  Providence,  the 
dread  of  atheists  and  evil  doers,  may  yet  ripen  the  hazard  into  discomfit- 
ure. No  high  })rinctj;h:>',  no  lofty  sentiments,  no  godlike  aims,  bind 
together  the  cmspirat^^r-.  against  American  freedom.  Northern  and  South- 
ern. Their  combinationR  are  all  founded  on  the  base  instincts  of  selfish- 
ness, and  must  nitimatfely  be  broken  in  pieces. 


COLORED    SEAMEN. 

The  ordinances  of  Southern  seaport  cities,  sanctioned  in  some  instances 
by  State  enactments,  and  upheld  by  the  courts,  by  which  colored  sea- 
men from  the  free  States  and  foreign  countries  are  thrown  into  prison  on 
their  arrival,  and  detained,  at  an  expense  charged  to  the  ship-owners,  until 
the  vessel  is  ready  to  depart,  has  been  a  source  of  much  vexation  and 
complaint.  The  eSfort*  of  Massachusetts  to  test  the  validity  of  these 
ordinances  in  the  courts  were  indignantly  repelled,  and  her  public  agents, 
Messrs.  Hoare  and  Hubbard,  it  will  be  remembered,  were  ejected  by 
the  authorities  of  Charleston  and  New-Orieans. 

On  former  occasions,  the  remonstrances  of  the  British  Minister  at 

*  National  Anti-slavery  Standard,  Aug.  19,  1852. 
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Washington  City  against  such  outrages  have  been  answered  by  assur- 
ances that  the  National  Government  could  not  interpose  in  the  affairs  of 
the  sovereign  State  of  South  Carolina  :  and  thus  the  theory  that  the 
National  Government  alone  can  sustain  foreign  relations  and  conduct 
international  business  has  been  abandoned,  and  Great  Britain  has  been 
referred  to  the  independent  nation  of  South  Carolina  for  redness.  Whe- 
ther, under  such  circumstance",  an  interruption  of  amicable  relations 
between  the  two  independent  sovereignties  of  South  Carolina  and  Great 
Britain  would  necessarily  involve  a  rupture  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  and  whether  South  Carolina  could  look  to  the  Federal 
Government  for  assistance  in  a  war  thus  commenced,  have  been  ques- 
tions earnestly  pondered  ;  and  it  has  been  foreseen  that  whenever  the 
practical  problem  should  be  presented,  there  would  be  fresh  topics  of 
thrilling  anti-slavery  agitation,  as  well  as  some  new  aspects  of  the  old 
question  whether,  or  what  degree  of,  State  independency  can  snbsistwith 
the  functions  of  a  National  Government.  IIow  soon,  if  at  all,  these 
questions  may  press  upon  us,  cannot  now  be  foreseen  ;  but  recent  events 
have  shown  that  it  is  not  too  early  to  direct  the  public  attention  to  them. 
On  the  24th  of  March,  1852,  a  Glasgow  vessel,  on  her  return  voyage 
from  Jamaica,  was  driven  into  the  port  of  Charleston  by  stress  of  wea- 
ther. The  captain  and  crew  had  scarcely  landed  when  she  went  to  the 
bottom.  One  of  the  crew,  Manuel  Pereira,  of  African  descent,  was  imme- 
iliately  seized  and  conveyed  to  jail.  The  British  Consul,  George  Mat- 
thew, Esq.,  thought  this  a  fair  opportunity  of  testing  the  law,  against 
which  he  had  previously  remonstrated,  and  of  which  he  had  suggested  to 
Gov.  Means  some  modification.  The  Governor  afterwards  said  that  this 
was  under  consideration,  when  Mr.  Matthew  sued  for  a  habeas  corpus  in 
the  courts  of  the  State.  The  application  was  rejected  by  Judge  Withers. 
The  Consul  then  appealed  to  the  higher  court,  upon  wliich  the  authori- 
ties, appan-ntly  alarmed,  endeavored  to  ship  Pereira  off,  to  evade  a  legal 

scrutiny. 

The  British  and  Foreign  Anti-sfavery  Rejiorter  states : — 

"  But  the  Consul,  finding  that  his  gr<'at  uhject  wimld  be  thus  dof-'ated,  inter- 
cepted the  Shcriti"  on  his  way  to  tiie  vessel,  with  Pereira  still  in  eu?tody,  and 
had  the  latter  reconveyed  to  prison,  until,  having  completed  his  arrangements 
for  carrying  on  the  appeal,  and  given  due  notice  thereof  to  the  Sheriff  he  paid 
Pereira's  passage  to  ^ew-York,  who  thus  recovered  his  liberty." 

Here  is  another  case  : — 

•  On  the  19th  of  May,  ^the  steamer  Clyde  arrived  in  Charleston  from  the  Baha- 
mas. On  t.oard  her  was  a  colored  seaman  named  Reuben  Roberts,  who  was  in 
like  manner  forthwith  seized  by  the  Sheriff  and  conveyed  to  jail,  where  he  re- 
mained until  the  2Gth,  when,  the  Clyde  being  r>?ady  to  sail,  Roberta  waa  put  on 
board,  and  departed  the  same  day We  are  informed,  upon  the 
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very  best  authority,  that  in  1851,  thirty -seven  British  subjects  were  seized  and 
incarcerated,  and  forty  two  in  the  course  of  the  last  year.  And  there  is  no  doubt 
of  many  free  coK>rcd  British  subjects  having  been  sold  intoslaverj-  under  the  ope- 
rations of  this  law,  nil  iract-s  of  whom  have  been  lost.  Tlie  ca<es  of  Pereira  and 
RoberiB  are,  however,  now  being  prosecuted,  with  a  view  of  bringing  the  subject 
before  the  i^upreme  Coui-t  of  the  Cnited  States,  The  Legisbiture  of  Soutii  Caro- 
lina asserts  ita  intention  of  resisting  to  the  last  any  attempt  to  abate  one  jot  or 
tittle  of  the  law  ;  alleging  as  its  reason  for  making  so  resolute  a  stand,  that  an 
attempt  has  been  made  to  defy  the  law,  and  bring  the  States  of  Isorth  and  South 
Carolina  into  conflict  with  the  Federal  Government"* 

It  was  understood  that  Mr.  Fillmore's  administration  favored  the  side 
of  South  Carolina.  The  Charleston  (S.  C.)  Stnri'^ard,  after  complaining 
that  the  Administration  had  for  a  long  time  preserved  an  unequivocal 
position,  announces  thai  the  "  Washington  Republic,  Mr.  Fillmore's  organ, 
comes  out  flatly  in  favor  of  the  law."f 

The  cases  of  Pereira  and  Roberts  were  brought  before  the  British  Par- 
liament by  Mr.  Moncton  Mills,  in  the  summer  of  1852,  and  the  main 
facts  disclosed. 

The  New-York  Eieniiig  Post,  April  25,  says,  "  The  Circuit  Court  at 
Charleston  having  decided  against  the  British  Consul,  an  appeal  has  been 
taken  to  the  Supreme  Court."| 

In  the  mean  time,  it  is  understood  that  some  modifications  of  these 
port  laws  have  been  made  in  Louisiana  and  Alabama;  but  of  the  extent 
and  degree  we  are  not  informed  ;  nor  whether  (as  some  accounts  say) 
the  relaxations  are  in  reference  only  to  colored  seamen  fiom  foreign 
counlries.§ 

Since  the  preceding  account  was  penned,  the  intelligence  reaches  us 
that  the  suit  against  South  Carolina  has  been  withdrawn  by  the  British 
Consul,  in  pursuance  of  orders  from  his  Government.  The  remarks  of 
the  Charleston  Courier,  taken  in  connection  with  some  facts  previously 
known,  and  the  discussions  in  both  Houses  of  Parliament  in  June  of  the 
present  year,  afford  some  clue  to  the  policy  of  Great  Britain  in  this  par- 
ticular. 'Jhf  Courier  recommends  such  a  modification  of  the  law  as  shall 
dispense  with  the  imprisonment  of  the  colored  seamen,  and  prohibit  their 
going  on  shore  after  the  ringing  of  ih-  cu'ftw  or  night-bell,  or  at  any 
other  time  without  a  written  permit  either  from  the  city  authorities  or 
one  of  the  officers  of  the  vessel.     This  harmonizes  with  the  statement  of 


*  London  Anti- slavery  Repi/rler.   Vide  National  Anti  tlavery  StoMdard  of  April 
21,  1853. 

f  National  Anti-davcry  Standard,  iH-e.  9,  1852. 

\  Tiie  6ton'  of  "  Ma.nlel  Plkkiu.^,  or  the  Sovereign  Rule  of  South  Carolina; 
with  a  View  of  Southern  Life,  Laws  and  lIos]iitjilit_\  ;  bv  F.  C.  Ai)AM>,"  lias  been 
written  at  Charl.-^tou,  publi.'iljed  by  Buell  &.  Blaiichai-d,  Washington  ;  and  rcpub 
limbed  in  London. 

§  Twtntv-first    Annual    Kejiort    MassaehuBclts    Anti-slavery   Society,   p.   36. 
Also,  National  Era,  Ma^-  (.<,  1852. 
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Gov.  Means,  that  some  modification  of  the  law  was  under  consideration' 
when  the  British  Consul  instituted  the  suit.  That  declaration  of  the  Go- 
vernor was  alluded  to  in  the  recent  discussion  in  Pariinment,  and  the 
hope  was  expressed  that,  on  a  withdrawal  of  the  suit,  the  object  could 
be  better  obtained  by  negotiation.  One  embarrassment  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  suit  was  stated  to  be  that  the  treaty  with  America,  on  which 
reliance  had  been  placed,  was  subsequent  to  the  municipal  regulations  of 
South  Carolina,  and  that  the  words  of  the  treaty  had  only  secured  com- 
mercial intercourse  "subject  to  the  laws  of  the  country,"  which,  as  Lord 
Clarendon  observed,  would  include  "  the  municipal  laws  of  the  States." 

There  seems,  therefore,  some  reason  to  expect  a  relaxation  of  the  exist- 
ing laws.  An  indication  of  this,  and  of  a  corresponding  change  of  senti- 
ment, is  found  in  the  fact  that  the  present  law  is  denounced  by  the 
Charleston  Courier  ;«  being  "  offensive  to  foreigners,"  "  unwise  and 
impolitic." 

RELIGIOUS  AND  ECCLESIASTICAL. 

.  From  the  arena  of  civil  and  political  activities,  we  turn  to  the  religious 
and  ecclesiastical.  And  here  it  will  be  seen  that  slavery  has  steadily 
increased  within  the  pale  of  the  Christian  denominations  during  the  last 
half  century,  as  it  has  within  the  limits  of  our  political  organizations. 

PBE3BTTERIAK  GENERAL  ASSEMBLT,  (n.  S.) 

This  Assembly  met  in  the  city  of  Washington,  on  the  19th  of  May, 
1852.  Rev.  Albert  Barnes  delivered  the  opening  discourse.  Among 
the  topics  was  the  question  of  slavery,  on  which  he  pronounced  his  views 
clearly  and  independently.  He  expounded  the  theory  of  the  Church  on 
the  subject,  referring  to  the  acts  of  1818,  1839,  and  1850,  and  said  the 
Assembly  would  never  recede  from  the  ground  taken.  His  examination 
of  these  grounds  was  a  manly  and  noble  one  ;  probably  more  so  than  is 
often  heard  so  far  south,  and  which,  coming  from  so  distinguished  a 
man,  is  calculated  to  exert  a  good  influence.  Subsequently,  Judge  Ilas- 
call  oflFered  a  resolution  strongly  laudatory  of  the  discourse,  and  asking  a 
copy  of  it  for  publication.  Its  great  ability  was  admitted  on  all  hands  : 
but  the  resolution  was  ingeniously  opposed,  on  the  ground  that  the  ser- 
mon tended  specially  to  disturb  the  "sweet  feelings  of  harmony  hereto 
fore  prevalent,"  as  Dr.  White  of  New-Jersey  naively  remarked. 

Dr.  Pollock  (of  Va.)  opposed  the  resolution  as  calculated  to  pledge 
each  member  of  the  Assembly  to  all  the  topics  and  doctrines  laid  down 
in  the  discourse.  It  embraces  an  exciting  and  interesting  subject  of  national 
interest,  etc.     It  was  also  stated  that  the  precedent  would  be  a  bad  one  ; 
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and  a  modoc  of  Mr.  Eckard,  of  Washington  City,  to  postpone  the  resolu- 
tion indefinii'r'jv,  was  carried  !  * 

The  Assembly  closed  its  sessions  June  7th.  The  following  is  its  action 
on  the  subjtjct  of  slavery  : 

Committer  on  Bills  and  Overtures  reported  memorials  from  Presbyteries  and 
individuals  oc  tie  subject  of  slavery,  requesting  action  thereon.  Tlie  Committee 
are  of  opinion  iLat  the  General  Assembly  has  already  expressed  itself  with  sufB- 
cient  clearnesj  upon  this  subject,  and  ■would  suggest  that  the  memorials  which 
call  for  the  ciiAtion  of  Sj'nods  be  referred  to  the  Judicial  Committee. 

The  Judicial  Committee  subsequently  reported  that 

"Two  menioriab  have  been  laid  before  them,  asking  that  the  Synods  of  Missouri, 
Kentucky,  ilis*i=>;ipi>i,  Virginia,  Tennessee,  and  West  Tennessee,  who  are  charged 
bv  common  fame  with  holding  sentiments  ai.d  countenancing  pracliees,  on  the 
subject  of  slaverj-,  in  opposition  to  the  declarations  of  the  General  As,-embly,  be 
cited  to  apj^ear  before  us  at  our  next  meeiing,  to  answer  these  charges.  The 
Committee  report  that  there  is  no  such  common  fame  ae  calls  for  the  interference 
of  the  Assembly,  and  recommend  that  the  action  proposed  be  not  taken." 

The  report  was  accepted,  laid  upon  the  table,  and  afterwards  indefi- 
nitely postponed.  ^\'hile  the  Assembly  was  in  session,  it  was  stated  that 
an  elder  in  a  Presbyterian  church  at  Washington  had,  shortly  before, 
publicly  advertised  for  sale  a  colored  woman,  in  such  a  way  as  to  invite 
proposals  from  those  who  would  buy  for  the  basest  purposes ! 

This  Assembly  met  again  at  Buffalo,  May  19th,  1853.  Sermon  by 
Rev.  Dr.  Adam^,  of  New-York.  The  preliminary  exercises  by  Rev.  John 
C.  Smith,  of  Washington  City.  The  Standing  Committee  on  Bills  and 
Overtures,  to  whom  are  usually  comniitted  memorials,  etc.,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery,  consisted  this  year  of  Rev.  Dr.  S.  H.  Cox,  of  New-York ; 
Dr.  S.  C.  Aiken,  of  Ohio ;  Dr.  F.  A.  Ross,  of  Tennessee;  Rev.  J.  A.  Carna- 
han,  of  Indiana  ;  and  Elders  lion.  N.  H.  Osborne,  of  New-York  ;  Hon.  O. 
Magruder,  of  Virginia,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Merritt,  of  Indiana. 

Dr.  Cox,  wishing  to  be  rid  of  the  troublesome  subject,  moved  that  the 
several  memorials  on  the  subject  of  slavery  that  had  J:>een  received,  be 
referred  to  a  special  and  wise  committee.  The  motion  was  opposed  by 
Dr.  Ixldy,  of  New-Jei-sey,  and  Rev.  Dr.  Rowland,  of  Pennsylvania.  Dr. 
Roes,  of  Tennessee,  said  : 

"He  did  not  desire  discussion  on  this  subject,  but  still  he  had  no"opposition  to 
make  if  others  wi.-hed  to  discus-s  it.  As  a  citiz'-n  of  the  Stale  of  Tenuet-see,  a 
State  which  partakes  of  the  fire  of  the  Sonili  and  the  ])rudenco  of  the  >'orth, 
he  was  perfectly  calm  on  the  subject  He  had  entire  faith  that  Providence 
would  work  out  our  deliverance  from  this  great  and  terrible  evil ;  and  he  was 

•  A  bookseller  in  New-York  volunteered  to  publish  the  sermon,  which  had  a 
larse  sale. 
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willing  to  wait  tlie  developments  of  that  Providence.     Fie  was  therefore  calm, 
and  ready  to  allow  the  subject  to  take  its  course."     The  reference  was  made. 

On  the  question.  "  Where  shall  the  Assembly  sit  next  year  ?"  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  was  proposed.  Rev.  Mr.  Jones,  of  Iowa,  objected  to  going  there,  as 
it  was  in  a  slave  State.  He  thought  it  quite  ine.xpedient,  at  the  present 
time,  to  increase  the  equivocal  character  of  the  A.«sembly  on  this  subject. 
It  was  decided  to  hold  the  next  Assembly  in  Philadelphia. 

Dr.  Hatfield,  Stated  Clerk,  said  he  had  received  a  communication  from 
the  Oswego  (N.  Y.)  Presbytery,  so  peculiar  that  he  was  constrained  to 
lay  it  before  the  Assembly.  It  was  read,  and  was  merely  a  transcript  of 
the  record,  declining  to  send  commissioners  to  the  Assembly  till  it  be  dis- 
connected from  slavery.  A  long  debate  took  place.  Some  were  for 
severe  measures  :  others  thought  the  paper  was  not  disrespectful.  Rev. 
Mr.  Shumway,  of  New- York,  said  : 

"It  may  be  made  the  occasion  of  action  which  may  heal  a  very  wide-spread 
eviL  There  are  individuals  and  members  that  feel  deeply  tried  by  what  they 
think  the  connection  of  the  Assembly  with  slavery.  Xow,  secession  is  a  great 
Protestant  right ;  but  is  the  connection  of  the  Asseuibly  with  slavery  a  just 
ground  for  such  secession?  To  meet  this  important  issue — an  issue  which  the 
reliijious  journals  do  not  adequately  discuss — would  be  a  timely  and  judicious 
office,  and  do  good  beyond  tiie  sphere  of  this  case." 

Rev.  Isaac  W.  K.  Handy,  of  Delaware,  said : 

"  He  did  not  think  the  paper  disrespectful  It  was  an  expression  of  their  views, 
properly  made.  Whether  the  opinions  are  wise  or  unwise,  is  another  question ; 
but  the  action  of  the  Presbytery  is  not  disrespectful.  He  was  glad  they  had 
spoken  out,  if  they  t-ntcrtain  these  views.  If  they  cannot  be  reasoned  out  of 
them,  they  should  leave  the  Church." 

Dr.  Aiken,  of  Ohio,  (formerly,  with  Dr.  Cox,  a  professed  Abolitionist,) 

said  : 

"  He  wished  to  take  a  conciliatory  course ;  but  he  did  not  think  the  spirit  in 
which  such  actions  have  their  origin,  is  the  fruit  of  ignorance.  It  is  not  true 
that  no  reasoning  or  persuasion  has  been  used  with  them.  It  is  not  ignorance: 
they  are  determined  on  division,  and  they  will  have  it." 

Ret-  .lohn  F.  Ingersoll,  of  New- York,  hoped  that  no  such  importance 
would  be  given  to  it.  He  would  prefer  to  refer  it  to  the  source  from 
whence  it  came.  It  was  a  serious  charge  upon  the  Assembly,  and  ought 
to  be  resented. 

Dr.  Eddy  moved  that  it  be  returned. 

Mr.  Homes  could  not  agree  to  this.  The  paper  from  Oswego  re- 
minded him  of  a  preacher  who,  by  a  misreading  of  a  text,  made  it  say, 
"  We  are  fearfully  and  wonderfully  mad  .'"  He  thought  we  ought  to 
treat  them  kindly  and  forbearingly. 

Rev.  K.  13.  13,!ckwith,  of  New-York,  th.night  the  menacing  character  of 
the  coramunicatioQ  ought  not  to  be  overlooked,  etc. 
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Dr.  Cox  said  it  was  a  grave  matter.  ...  "  It  is  a  precedent  whicli 
ought  to  be  prevented,  for  it  is  disorganizing  and  destructive  in  its  charac- 
ter.    It  cuts  the  very  vertebral  column  of  our  organic  structure." 

Dr.  Ross  "would  deal  with  the  Presbytery,  but  take  no  notice  of  the 
paper." 

Rev.  E.  M.  Rollo,  of  New- York,  thought  the  paper  required  no  notice 
at  all. 

Rev.  Henry  E.  Niles,  of  New- York,  "  was  for  referring  the  paper  to  the 
Judiciary  Committee,  to  bring  the  Presbytery  properly  before  the  Assem- 
bly, as  a  court  of  Jesus  Christ,  for  violating  their  oaths.  It  is  highly 
important  thj  t  the  relation  of  the  Presbyteries  to  the  Assembly  should 
be  better  understood.  Presbyteries  ought  to  understand  that  the  vows 
of  the  Constitution  are  not  idle  words." 

Rev.  S.  G.  Spees,  of  Illinois,  if  he  consulted  his  natural  feelings,  should 
vote  to  lay  the  paper  on  the  table.  But  the  subject  was  one  of  great 
delicacy.  There  are  many  Presbyteries  destined  to  become  powerful 
bodies,  whom  we  hold  by  an  exceedingly  tenuous  tie. 

Another  topic  of  discussion  was  Dr.  Judd's  History  of  the  Division  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  The  last  chapter  professes  to  give  the  posi- 
tion of  the  Church  on  the  subject  of  slavery ;  which  was  understood  to 
be  "  offensive  to  the  South,  not  on  their  own  account  so  much  as  the  ob- 
jection excited  among  those  who  are  out  of  the  Church.  They  construe 
the  Assembly  into  an  Abolition  body.  The  book,  with  that  chapter, 
would  prevent  its  circulation  at  the  South."  This  was  urged  in  the 
Assembly  at  Buffalo,  on  the  report  of  a  committee  to  which  the  book  had 
been  referred.  ^ 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was  contended  that  to  expurgate  the  book  of 
that  chapter,  would  make  the  book  odious  at  the  North,  since  it  would 
be  construed  into  a  mere  catering  to  Southern  prejudices. 

A  third  party  took  the  ground  that  it  ought  to  be  left  with  the  author 
of  the  book  entirely  to  say  what  shall  be  put  in  and  what  left  out. 

The  conclusion  of  the  matter  was  the  passing  of  a  resolution  which 
expresses  pleasure  that  Dr.  Judd  has  attempted  to  write  an  impartial  and 
thorough  history  of  the  Division.* 

And  80  the  Assembly  expressed  no  opinion  of  the  chapter  objected 
against. 

Frora  the  New-York  Evanr/elist  of  June  2,  we  gather  the  following 
additional  particulars : 

TLe  Committee  has  reported  in  favor  of  the  book,  but  suggested  that 
in  the  new  edition  about  to  be  issued  there  might  be  certain  alterations. 

*  New-York  Tribune. 
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Dr.  Aikin  moved  the  acceptance  of  the  report. 

Horu  W.  J.  Cornell,  of  Cayuga  Presbytery,  was  opposed  to  its  being 
altered. 

"  Rev.  Robert  McLain,  of  Missouri,  could  not  vote  for  approving  the 
book."  Its  statements  on  "  the  subject  of  slavery  he  did  not  believe, 
and  could  not  approve." 

Hon.  0.  Magruder,  of  Washington  City,  and  Rev.  E.  T.  Brantley,  of 
West  Tennessee,  spoke  on  the  same  side. 

*Dr.  Eddy  stated  that  the  author  and  publisher  were  willing  to  "  alter 
the  book,  so  as  to  answer  its  purposes  in  all  parts  of  the  Church  ;  and 
no  doubt  an  edition,  loith  the  chapter  on  slavery  omitted,  had  already 

BEEN  ISSUED." 

"  Dr.  Cox  had  a  letter  from  Dr.  Judd,  confirming  this,  which  he  read." 

"Rev.  W.  A.  Niles,  of  Illinois,  thought  the  circulation  of  the  book 
was  very  desirable ;  and  it  would  give  it  great  authority,  if  it  be  authen- 
ticated by  the  General  Assembly.  He  believed  it  was  an  hone^^t  history; 
but  it  will  be  fatal  to  our  Church  at  the  West,  if  we  attempt  to  emas- 
culate it  of  the  truth  on  the  subject  of  slavery.  If  an  impression  cannot 
be  made  by  an  honest  recital  of  facta,  that  our  branch  of  the  Church  is 
in  advance  of  the  Old  School  Church  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  we  are 
driven  to  the  wallP 

Mr.  M  igruder  was  a  Compromise  man.  Like  most  Compromise  men, 
he  would  have  the  great  body  he  was  connected  with  carry  a  double 
face.  '"Let  THERE,"  he  said,  "be  two  editions.  He  would  agree  to 
that ;  ami  thus  both  would  be  satisfied." 

Dr.  Aikin  introduced  the  resolution  adopted,  as  above  stated,  which 
was  passed  unanimously. 

Thus  "  both"  sides  are  to  be  "  satisfied."*  There  are  to  be  two 
Histories  of  the  New  School  Presbyterian  Church,  by  the  same  author; 
the  one  to  be  successfully  circulated  at  the  South,  and  the  other  at  the 
North.  The  one  is  to  represent  the  Church  as  an  anti-slavery  Church  ; 
the  other,  by  omitting  the  obnoxious  chapter,  is  to  convey  a  different  im- 
pression. Both  books  are  to  help  draw  in  and  retain  members  to  the 
same  Presbyterian  Church,  united  under  the  same  General  Assembly, 
which  "  expresses  pleasure  that  Dr.  Judd"  has  performed  so  desirable  a 
service ! 

But  the  chief  topic  of   agitation  on   the   slavery   question,   in  tho 


*  We  hope  that  those  •who  feel  interested  ia  preventing  mutilations  and 
expurgations  of  books,  to  please  the  South,  will  read  "Letters  respecting  the 
American  Tract  Society.  By  William  Jay.  New-York:  Lewis  J.Bates,  pub- 
lisher, 48  Beekmaa  street." 
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Assembly  at  Buffalo,  came  up  on  a  report  from  a  Committee  to  whom 
had  been  referred  several  memorials  on  the  subject. 

The  Committee  consisted  of  Rev.  Dr.  Thompson,  Rev.  Messrs.  John 
Monteith,  Thomas  Milligan,  and  Benjamin  Mills ;  Elders  Hon.  Samuel 
Jefferson,  William  Carey,  and  James  W.  Bishop — two  from  New-York, 
one  from  Michigan,  one  from  Indiana,  one  from  Kentucky,  one  from 
Ohio,  and  one  from  Delaware. 

Twelve  memorials  were  presented.  Eleven  were  from  the  North, 
askinfr  for  further  action,  and  also  for  more  particular  information 
respecting  the  extent  and  character  of  slavery  in  the  Southern  part  of 
the  Church  ;  and  "  one  was  from  the  South,  complaining  of  the  injustice 
of  Northern  brethren,  in  charging  tfiem  with  practices  of  which  they  are 
not  guiltv,  and  attributing  to  them  motives  which  they  abhor;  and  pro- 
testing against  the  continued  agitation  of  the  subject,  as  tending  more 
to  rivet  than  unloose  the  chains  of  the  slave,  and  seriously  to  embarrass 
the  raemorialists  in  their  gospel  work." 

The  report  of  the  Committee,  which  was  unanimous,  is  as  follows: 

"  The  Committee,  after  much  patient  and  prayerful  consideration  of  the  whole 
subject,  in  all  its  complicated  and  perplexing  relations,  are  agreed  in  recom- 
mending to  the  Assembly  the  following  action: 

"  ].  That  this  body  shall  reaffirm  the  doctrine  of  the  second  resolution  adopt«d 
by  the  General  Assembly,  convened  in  Detroit  in  1860; 

"  2.  And  that,  with  an  express  disavowal  of  any  intention  to  be  impertinentU- 
inquisitorial,  and  for  tiie  sole  purpose  of  arriving  at  the  truth,  so  a?  to  correct 
misapprehension,  and  allay  all  causeless  irritation,  a  committee  be  appointed  of 
one  from  «ach  of  the  S3nods  of  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Missouri,  and  Virginia, 
who  shall  be  requested  to  report  to  the  next  General  Assembly  on  the  following 
points: 

"  1.  The  number  of  slaveholders  in  connection  with  the  churche?,  and  the 
number  of  slaves  held  by  them. 

"  2.  The  extent  to  which  slaves  we  held,  from  an  unavoidable  necessitv  im- 
posed by  the  laws  of  the  States,  tlie  obligations  of  guardianship,  an(3  the 
demands  of  humanity. 

"  3.  Whether  the  tSouthem  churches  regard  the  cacrednese  of  the  marriage 
relation  as  it  exists  among  the  slaves:  whether  baptism  is  duly  administered  to 
the  children  of  the  slaves  profei-sing  Christianity  ;  and,  in  general,  to  what 
extent,  and  in  what  manner,  provision  is  made  for  the  religious  well-being  of 
the  enslaved. 

"  Your  Committee  recommend, 

"4.  That  this  Assembly  do  earncth-  exhort  and  beseech  all  those  in  our 
Church  who  are  happily  relieved  from  any  personal  connection  with  the  insti- 
tution of  slavery,  to  exercise  due  patience  and  forbearance  loward.s  their  brethren 
less  fortunate  than  themselves,  remenibering  the  cnibarrassments  of  their  peculiar 
position,  and  to  cherish  for  them  that  fraternal  confidence  and  love  t-o  which,  as 
Christian  brethren,  they  are  entitled,  and  which  they  the  more  need  in  conse- 
quence of  the  peculiar  trials  by  which  they  are  surrounded." 

Every  member  of  the  Committee,  it  will  be  obsor\-ed,  was  from  a 
slave  State. 

The  resolution  referred  to,  as  having  been  adopted  in  Detroit  in  1850, 
is  as  follows : 
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"That  the  holdine  of  our  fellow-men  in  the  condition  of  slavery,  exempt  in 
those  cases  where  it  is  unavoidable  by  the  laws  of  the  State,  by  the  obligations 
of  guardianship,  or  the  demands  of  humanity,  is  an  offense,  in  the  proper 
import  of  that  term,  as  used  in  the  Book  of  Discipline,  chap.  L,  sec.  3,  which 
shoald  be  treated  in  the  same  manner  as  other  offenses." 

Abolitionists  generally  insisted,  at  the  time,  that  the  exceptions,  as 
they  would  commonly  be  expounded  at  the  South,  were  sufficiently 
wide  to  cover  the  ground  of  all  slaveholding.  Yet  leading  Northern 
men  in  the  Assembly,  claiming  to  be  Anti-slavery  men,  professed  to 
believe  that  by  this  resolution  the  Assembly  had  taken  an  advance  step, 
and  had  placed  the  Anti-slavery  cause,  in  that  body,  on  higher  ground. 
But  the  New-York  Observer,  the  Philadelphia  Christian  Observer,  &c., 
steady  opposers  of  anti-slavery  agitation,  approved  the  resolution;  and 
Mr.  Stiles,  who  vindicated  slavery,  voted  for  its  adoption. 

Of  this  report,  at  Buffalo,  it  is  obvious  to  remark,  farther : 

1.  The  implication,  that  any  inquiry  into  the  facts  of  the  case,  with  a 
view  to  ecclesiastical  action,  would  be  "impertinently  inquisitorial;" — a 
position  contrasting  strongly  with  the  tone  of  the  principal  speakers  :q 
the  Assembly  against  the  Presbytery  of  Oswego.  The  authority  of  the 
Assembly,  "  as  a  court  of  Clirist,"  was  then  regarded  as  being  abun- 
dantly ample  to  cite  offenders  before  them  ;  and  no  one  disputed  it. 
But  in  the  case  of  slaveholders,  instead  of  Abolitionists,  the  functions  of 
the  Assembly  are  very  different.     For  it  will  be  seen  that, 

2.  The  object  of  the  inquiries  is  plainly  stated.  Nothing  is  hinted  of 
collecting  information,  preparatory  to  ecclesiastical  action.  It  is  to 
enable  the  South  to  "  correct  misapprehensions,  and  allay  all  causeless 
irritations ;''  that  is,  to  show  that  the  atrocities  alleged  to  be  committed 
on  the  slaves  are  greatly  exaggerated,  and  that  Christian  Presbyterians 
do  nothing  more  than  use  "  moderate  correction." 

3.  The  earnest  exhortations  of  the  Assembly  are  to  be  addressed,  not 
to  slaveholders,  (who,  until  the  year  1818,  stood  recorded  on  the  Pres- 
byterian Confession  of  Faith  as  "  men-stealers,")  but  to  Abolitionists, 
who,  it  is  intimated,  are  in  danger  of  not  exercising  sufficient  "  patience 
and  forbearance"  towards  their  "brethren" — after  twenty  years  of 
attempted  expostulation  with  them  on  the  subject;  which  attempts  have 
hitherto  been  baffled,  by  the  neglect  or  refusal  of  the  General  Assembly 
to  convey  any  such  expostulation  to  them. 

4.  The  tone  of  apology  and  implied  justification  of  slaveholder?,  instead 
of  any  admonition  or  expostulation  addressed  to  them  !  "  T^he  embarrass- 
ments of  their  peculiar  position,"  not  the  sinfulness  and  guilt  of  it,  are 
brought  into  notice.  Their  "  trials"  are  spoken  of,  as  though  t/tey  were 
the  aggrieved,  and  not  the  offending  party — the  wronged,  instead  ot  the 
wrong-rfoers.     And,  as  if  this  were  not  sufficient,  it  is  boldly  claimed 
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for  tliera  that  they  are  "  the  more  entitled  to  fraternal  confidence  and 
love,  as  Christian  brethren,  in  consequence  of"  their  standing  in  this 
"  peculiar  position !" 

6.  No  sympathies  are  invoked  for  the  "  trials"  of  the  poor  slaves 
deprived  (by  Southern  Presbyterian  testimony*)  of  the  sanctities  of  the 
family  relation,  of  the  light  of  the  Bible,  of  protection  from  "  brutal 
stripes  and  outrage,"  and  from  violent  disruption  "  from  all  that  their 
hearts  hold  dear."  They  may  be  Christians.  They  may  be  Presby- 
terians, as  some  of  them  are,  and  suffering  from  the  hands  of  Presby- 
terian bretbren.f  But  the  report  recommends  no  expression  of  Presby- 
terian sympathy /or  tkefn,  nor  even  hints  that  they  are  "  entitled"  to  any  ! 

The  discussion  on  the  report  w^  quite  heated.  Dr.  Ross  (of  Tenn.) 
warmly  opposed  it,  emphatically  asserting  that  "  the  South  never  sub- 
mitted to  a  scrutiny."     He  offered  the  following  substitute  : 

"  TJiat,  witli  an  express  disavowal  not  to  be  inquisitorial,  <fec.,  a  committee  of 

one  from  each   of  tlie  Northern  Synods  of be  appointed,  who  shall  be 

requested  tu  rti>ort  to  the  next  General  Assembly — 

"1.  The  number  of  Northern  church  members  who  traffic  with  slaveholders, 
and  are  set-king  to  make  money  by  selling  them  negro  clothing,  handcuffs,  and 
cowhides. 

"  2.  How  many  Northern  church  members  are  concerned,  directly  or  indirectly, 
in  building  and  fitting  out  ships  for  the  African  slave-trade,  and  the  slavetraae 
between  the  States. 

"  3.  How  many  Northern  church  members  have  sent  orders  to  New-Orleans 
and  other  Southern  cities,  to  have?  slaves  sold,  to  pay  debts  coming  to  them  from 
the  South.     [See  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin.] 

"  4.  How  many  Northern  church  members  buy  the  cotton,  sugar,  rice,  tobacco, 
oranges,  pine-apples,  figs,  ginger,  cocoa,  melons,  and  a  thousand  other  things, 
raised  by  slave  labor. 

"  5.  How  many  Northern  church  members  have  intermarried  with  slaveholders, 
and  have  thus  become  slave-owners  themselves,  or  enjoy  the  wealth  made  by  the 
blood  of  the  slaves — especially  if  there  be  any  Northern  ministers  of  the  gospel 
in  such  a  predicament 

"  6.  How  many  Northern  church  m^bers  are  the  descendants  of  the  men 
who  kidnayiped  negroes  in  Africa,  and  brought  them  to  Virginia  and  New- 
England,  in  former  3-ears. 

"  7.  What  is  the  aggregate  and  individual  wealth  of  church  members  thus 
descended,  and  what  action  is  best  to  compel  them  to  disgorge  this  blood-stained 
wealth,  or  to  make  tlieiii  give  dollar  for  doDar,  in  equalizing  the  lose  of  the  South 
by  emancipation. 

"  8.  How  many  Northern  church  members,  ministers  especially,  have  advocated 
murder  in  resistance  to  the  laws  of  the  land. 

"  9.  How  many  Northern  church  members  own  stock  in  miderground  railroads, 
running  off  fugitive  slaves,  and  Sabbath-breaking  railroads  and  canals. 

"  10.  That  a  special  committee  be  sent  up  Red  river,  to  ascertain  whether 
Legree,  wlio  whipped  Uncle  Tom  to  death,  (and  a  Northern  gentleman,)  be  not 
still  in  connection  with  some  Northern  church,  in  good  arid  regular  standing. 

"  11.  How  many  Northern  church  members  attend  meetiugs  of  Sjiiritual  Rap- 
pers, are  Bloomers,  or  Woman's  Righto  Conventionifi^,**. 

*  Presbrterian  Synods  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia. 

f  See  Address  of  l^resbj-terian  Synod  of  Kentucky,  which  affirms  that  Presby- 
terians separate  families,  by  sales  to  the  coffle-gangsl 
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"  12.  ITow  many  are  cruel  husbanda 

"  13.  How  many  are  henpecked  husbands."* 

Dr.  Ross  spoke  at  length  oa  the  subject  He  had  heard  of  two 
members  of  the  Assembly,  at  least,  who  were  from  the  North,  and  had 
by  marriage  become  owners  of  slaves  at  the  South.  He  predicted  that 
slavery  would  in  due  time  be  abolished ;  1.  By  the  removal  of  the 
colored  race  ;  and  2.  By  the  substitution  of  Chinese  laborers.  "  Let 
the  North  give  up  the  notion  that  the  relation  of  a  master  is  sinful 
per  se,  and  let  the  South  abandon  the  idea  that  slavery  is  to  be  perpe- 
tual, and  of  Divine  approval,  and  you  can  work  together."  He  said 
also,  "  a  curse  rested  upon  the  children  of  Ham."f 

He  was  followed  by  Hon.  Willikm  Strong,  (of  Pennsylvania,)  who  had 
no  objection  to  reiterating  the  action  of  Detroit,  though  doubtful  of  its 
utility.  He  protested  against  inquisitorial  action.  It  is  offensive  to 
our  Southern  brethren.  Let  a  report  be  made  of  inhuman  treatment  of 
slaves  by  members  of  our  churches,  and  of  sinful  things,  such  as  I  pre- 
sume do  exist ;  what  then?  You  cannot  put  those  members  on  trial 
before  you.  In  this  he  differed,  it  will  be  perceived,  from  the  venerable 
Mr.  Monteith,  who  addressed  the  As=;cmbly  at  a  subsequent  period. 

Dr.  Eddy  (of  New-Jersey) — unwilling  to  have  Southern  men  ask  the 
Assembly  to  lay  aside  the  report — proposed  a  substitute,  dismissing  the 
whole  subject: 

"  Whereas  the  Geueral  Assembly  has  taken  frequent  action,  which  most  fully 
and  clearly  defines  the  positiou  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  relation  to 
slavery ; 

"And  whereas  this  subject  has  been  committed  and  commended  by  the 
General  Assembly  to  such  notice  and  action  of  the  respective  Presbyteries 
witliin  wliose  bounds  slavery  exists,  as  thej,  in  their  wisdom,  judgment,  and 
fidelity,  shall  believe  it  demands; 

"And  whereas  no  complaint  has  been  made  of  the  neglect,  on  the  part  of  any 
pastors,  se.-sions,  or  Presbyterie!",  of  their  duties  in  the  premises; 

"And  whereas  there  is  nothing  in  the  providence  of  God  demanding  any 
new,  different,  or  further  action  on  the  subject;  therefore, 

''Resolved^  That  all  further  consideration  of  the  subject  of  slavery  bo  dis- 
missed." 

Dr.  Eddy  said  he  was  tired  of  this  discussion,  and  longed  for  repose. 


*  Some  of  the  N.  S.  Presbyterian  newspapers  omit  this  substitute  in  their 
narration  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Assembly.  Are  they  ashamed  of  such  allies? 
We  think  there  is  a  good  deal  of  sense  in  the  resolutions  of  Dr.  Ross.  Not  a  few 
of  the  church  members  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  other  Churches,  are 
implicated  in  the  pro-slaverj'ism  charged  upon  them  by  Dr.  Ross. 

T  Dt-'Cox  afterwards  went  into  a  learned  exegesis  on  this  subject,  and  satis- 
factorily proved,  what  every  biblical  scholar  ought  to  have  known,  that  there  is 
no  evidence  whatevar  that  auy  curse  was  pronounced  on  Ham. 

Dr.  Ro88,  subsequent  to  the  adjournment  of  the  Assembly,  visited  Brooklyn 
and  Dr.  Cox ;  and  at  a  meeting  ot  the  Presbytery  there,  apologized  for  slavery. 
These  doctors  fraternized,  we  are  told,  very  lovingly. 
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He  believed  the  great  Head  of  the  Church  asked  for  repose  on  this 
subject. 

Elder  Hubbard  (of  Ohio)  objected  to  discussion.  It  is  perfect  non- 
sense to  discuss  the  subject,  if  we  can  do  nothing  with  it.  This  agitation 
had  eone  too  far  already.  If  ministers  will  preach  on  the  subject,  he 
proposed  to  send  them  to  the  proper  field,  for  he  knew  of  no  body  who 
favored  slavery  here.  Men,  he  said,  are  very  brave  in  talking  of  it  here ; 
but  he  would  warrant  that  if  these  preachers  went  South,  where  slavery 
is,  they  would  be  as  wise  as  serpents  and  harmless  as  doves. 

Rev.  Moses  Thacher  (of  New- York)  proposed  to  strike  out  the  first 
four  resolutions  of  the  report — proposing  the  inquisition — and  substitute 
the  followinsf : 

"  2.  Resolved,  That  the  Presbyterian  Church  is  not  in  fellowship  with  sin  or 
einnei-s — with  cither  oppression  or  oppressors. 

'•  That  when  the  perpetration  of  cnrae  comes  before  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  Presliyterian  Church,  by  way  of  appeal,  protest.,  and  complaint  from  a 
lower  judicatory,  or  by  waj-  of  review  and  control,  the  Assembly  is  constitu- 
tion ally  bound  to  adjudicate  in  the  premises.     But, 

"4.  We  have  neitlier  scriptural  nor  constitut  onal  authority  to  enact  ea; ^o«< 
facto  laws,  or  to  legislate  members  out  of  the  Church." 

Rev.  Ellis  J.  Newlin  (of  Virginia)  moved  the  indefinite  postponement  of 
the  whole  subject.  He  highly  appreciated  the  feeling  exhibited  by  the 
speaker  from  the  North.  He  should  be  sorry  to  have  the  harmony  of 
the  Assembly  destroyed. 

Mr.  Monteith  (of  Michigan,)  said  : 

"Tlie  Committee  had  prayerfully  considered  the  subject  They  were  unani- 
mous in  believing  that  it  would  not  be  safe  to  do  nothing  ;  an(5  this  was  the 
only  thiniT  in  which  they  could  unite  The  report  is  inquisitorial  only  in  the 
sense  of  that  oversi2;ht  which  belongs  t<i  the  office  of  this  Assembly.  l"he  pro- 
posal to  institute  these  inquiriis  came  from  a  Southern  member.  The  measure 
is  not  dcsir/ned  to  lead  to  atiij  ecclesiastical  issue.  We  believe  that  the  South 
has  been  irreatly  mi*represent«-d,  and  that  there  are  not  so  many  slaves  belong- 
ing to  members  of  our  Churcli  as  is  su))posed ;  and  that  the  fcw  which  arc  held, 
are  held  lor  good  reasons.  We  wish  to  give  the  South  the  opportunity  to  prove 
this,  fur  her  own  reputation  and  comfort." 

After  making  these  deprecatory  remarks,  Mr.  M.  proceeded  to  argue 
that  the  Assembly  had  as  direct  and  immediate  power  to  punish  any 
sin  or  wrong  practice  in  the  Church  as  any  inferior  judioator)',  and  that 
the  power  to  examine  into  the  conduct  of  brethren  lies  at  the  basis  of  all 
Church  fellowship.  He  said  slavery,  though  called  a  delicate  thing,  is 
no  more  delicate  than  any  other  great  sin.  Our  true  policy  also  lies  in 
going  straight  forward.  Let  us  not  seek  to  obtain  strength  by  allying 
ourselves  to  evil,  however  gigantic  in  form,  or  imposing  in  preten.sion. 

While  he  was  speaking,  liev.  John  C.  Smith,  of  Washington  City, 
jocosely  requested   the  Moderator  to  appoint  a  committee  to  wake  up 
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those  members  who  were  asleep  ;  a  remark  that  was  not  considered 
in  good  taste,  and  which,  instead  of  exciting  the  merriment,  was  frowned 
upon  by  the  Assembly.  As  some  apology,  however,  for  Mr.  Smith,  it 
must  be  confessed  there  was  some  incongruity  in  the  remarks  of  the 
speaker.  Did  he  intend  to  intimate  that  the  Holy  Ghost  had  appointed 
the  Assembly  overseers,  merely  to  institute  inquiry  into  alleged  criminal 
conduct,  without  its  leading,  in  case  the  criminality  was  proved,  to 
ecelesiastir.al  censure  ?     His  language  implies  as  much. 

Rev.  C.  F.  Mills  (of  Kentucky,  and  also  of  the  Committee)  said  : 

"The  report  had  been  prepared  only  by  great  difficulty,  and  by  a  spirit  of 
conciliation  and  compromise.  He  was  against  discipline.  He  waa  also  against 
declaring  the  relation  of  master  and  slave  in  itself  sinfid.  He  waa  surprised  at 
the  opposition  the  report  had  met.  We  have  been  told  that  the  South  is  not 
going  to  submit  to  it.  He  did  not  Ulieve  it.  He  knev)  there  was  not  a  Presbytery 
of  Kentucky  that  will  not  willingly  respond  to  these  inquiries.  He  knew  the 
South  hated  slavery,  and  were  anxious  that  the  true  state  of  the  cas«  should  be 
known.  There  are  extenuating  circumstances  in  connection  with  slavery,  which 
he  waa  exceedingly  desirous  to  have  the  Xorth  underetand.  Then,  there  was 
another  side  to  the  question.  He  w.is  willing  that  the  conduct  of  the  Sonth 
might  be  compared  with  that  of  the  Xorth  ;  the  legal  decisions  of  Kentucky  and 
Louisiana  to  be  compared  with  the  black  laws  of  Illinois  and  Indiana.  Progress 
was  making  at  the  South,  and  it  would  go  on.  He  disliked  the  spirit  in  which 
the  report  had  been  received.  Something  waa  due  to  the  North;  and  he  had 
no  respect  for  the  blustering,  bravado  insolence,  which  folds  its  arms  in  self- 
righteous  dignity,  and  resists  all  approacli.  and  all  attempts  to  conciliate.  To  a 
Southern  man,  it  was  the  next  worse  thing  to  the  servdity  of  the  North,  that 
respects  and  yields  to  it.  Indeed,  he  had  heard  so  much  pro-slavery,  conserva- 
tive boasting,  since  he  had  been  here,  from  Northern  men,  that  he  waa  ashamed 
of  his  cause." 

Dr.  Thompson  (of  N"ew-York,  Chairman  of  the  Committee,)  said : 

"He  yielded  to  no  one  in  a  hearty  detestation  of  slavery.  He  could  sympa- 
thize with  his  brother  Eddy  for  repose,  but  most  of  us  believe  there  is  no  repose 
so  long  as  slavery  exists.  He  was  reminded  of  a  fellow-passenger  on  ship-board 
with  liim,  crossing  the  Atlantic,  who  was  terribly  sea-sick,  who  exclaimed, 
'  Would  to  God  I  were  on  land,  or  that  this  sea  would  stand  still !'  Is  it  wrong 
to  appoint  an  unobtrusive  and  inoffensive  committee  to  investigate  matters?  He 
believed  the  South  would  be  the  greater  gainer  by  the  process  of  the  two. 
Perhaps,  if  the  Smith  refuses  to  act  candidly  and  frankly  on  the  subj^ct,  the 
North  will  fly  off;  and  if  the  North  act  honestly  and  righteously,  the  South  will 
fly  off.  Perhaps  the  evil  cannot  be  staved  off  either  way.  But  one  thing  he 
knew;  it  is  always  safe  to  do  right." 

Rev.  Robert  McLain  (of  Mississippi)  said : 

"He  had  but  little  expectation  of  any  result  that  would  secure  the  harmony 
of  the  whole  Church.  He  felt  certain  that  if  this  commission  be  formed,  and  it 
be  undertaken  to  take  a  census  of  their  slave  population,  to  enter  the  families  of 
Southern  church  members  and  inquire  into  our  practices,  the  South  would  be 
compelled  to  withdraw  from  the  Church.  He  could  tell  the  Assembly,  the  South 
would  never  submit  to  such  an  inquisition  as  this.  We  are  assured  that  tli-re  is 
to  be  no  peace  till  slavery  is  rooted  out  of  the  Church.  When  this  is  secured, 
we  shall  have  no  memb«rs,*' 


ANNUAL   EEPORT.  77 

The  New- York  Tribune  thus  reports  the  speech  of  this  gentleman  : 

"  Rev.  Mr.  McLain,  of  Mississippi,  marched  up  to  the  mark  and  'faced  the  mnBic' 
without  winking.  Such  a  committee  as  this,  he  said,  which  the  report  contem- 
platesj  we  will  not  receive.  But  if  you  ask  how  many  of  our  church  members 
are  slaveholders,  I  answer,  all  who  nre  able  to  be.  If  j-ou  ask  how  many  slaves 
they  own,  I  answer,  just  as  many  as  their  means  will  permit." 

"A  friend  of  ours,"  says  the  author  of  '  Slavery  and  the  Church,'* 
"who  was  on  the  spot  and  heard  fur  himself,  gives  the  language  in  still 
stronger  terms  :  Mr.  McLain  . . .  with  Southern  frankness  said  :  '  We  dis- 
avow the  action  of  the  Detroit  Assembly.  We  have  men  in  our  Church 
who  buy  slaves,  and  work  them,  because  they  can  make  more  money 
BY  IT  THAN  IN  ANY  OTHER  WAY.  And  the  more  of  such  men  we  have,  the 
better.     All  who  can,  own  slaves  ;  and  those  who  cannot,  want  to.'  " 

Dr.  Cox  (of  New-York)  delivered  "a  most  entertaining  and  eloquent 
speech,"  full  of  brilliant  passages  and  witty  sayings,  but  which  was  not 
regarded  as  bearing  very  directly  on  the  question  before  the  Assembly.f 
He  would  be  glad  to  throw  oil  upon  the  troubled  waters ;  but  he  must 
throw  light.  He  was  sorry  he  could  not  agree  with  brother  Monteith. 
As  to  progrei^s,  ever  since  the  Revolution  there  had  been  constant  progress 
towards  ultimate  emancipation.  What  State  has  been  retrogaded  into 
slavery  ?J  Or  what  State  has  been  dragooned  into  freedom  ?  Ecclesias- 
tical action  to  secure  and  enforce  civil  reforms  is  unwise,  and  has  no 
precedent  in  the  Scriptures.  Caesar  and  Christ  have  different  govern- 
ments.§  He  corrected  the  mistake  of  Dr.  Ross  in  saying,  that  a  curse 
re«*ted  up..n  the  cliildren  of  Ham.  So^-ne  of  the  memorials  denied  that " 
slavery  is  sin  j>er  se.     This  was  not  nonsense  and  absurdity." 

At  this  stage,  Dr.  Eddy  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  report  of  the 
Church  Polity  Committee's  reply  to  a  memorial,  asking  such  an  altera- 
tion of  the  Constitution  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  as  shall  make  plave- 
hoI(liiii,r  a  matter  of  discipline,  a.s  offensas  expressly  specified  by  the  Book 
of  Di.scipiine.  In  answer  to  this,  the  Committee  recommend  that  tlie 
Book  of  Discipline  contains  already  ample  powers  to  deal  with  every 
known  cH>t-  of  sin  when  officially  brought  to  its  cognizance. 

'J  his  nut  being  unanimously  accepted,  the  question  of  indefinite  post- 
poihineiit  of  the  slavery  report  was  renewed. 

At  this  point,  Rev.  Chauucey  Eddy  (of  Ohio)  suddenly  and  \inoxpect- 
edi\  move  i  the  previous  question  on  the  indefinite  {x^stpom-nient.  The 
eff'ct  of  ihis  is  to  stop  debate,  and  it  came  like  a  fieal  of  tliuinier  from 


*  By  licv.  William  Ilosmer,  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  pp   1<.«3.  f  Tribune. 

X  Illinois,  good  Doctor. 

^  I'r.  ('u\  overlooked  the  fact,  that  Uie  rcBolutionB  of  inqiiiry  rehited  merely 
to  c-iiurch  nieinberB. 
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a  clear  sky  on  the  Western  members,  who  as  yet  had  not  been  able  to 
speak.  The  Moderator  put  the  question :  "  Shall  the  main  question  now 
be  put?"  This  was  carried  in  the  affirmative.  The  main  question  on 
the  indefinite  poatponement  of  the  whole  subject  was  then  put,  and  also 
carried  in  the  affirmative.  This  sudden  termination  of  the  discussion 
seemed  to  petrify  a  large  portion  of  the  Assembly,  nor  did  this  astonish- 
ment find  vent  until  the  question  on  Doctor  Eddy's  report  came  up,  when 
he  having  proposed  to  withdraw  it,  Rev,  Mr.  Niles  (of  Illinois)  objected 
to  its  wiihdrawment.  It  stated  what  had  just  been  found  to  be  false — the 
Assembly  had  no  power  to  reach  the  sin  of  slavery ;  and  they  must  so 
report  it  to  their  Presbyteries,  let  the  result  be  what  it  would. 

Rev.  Mr.  Spees  (of  Illinois)  also  opposed  the  withdrawment,  and  said, 
i«i  most  emphatic  manner,  the  Assembly  had  never  committed  so  suicidal 
an  act,  and  one  which  would  drive  a  ploughshare  through  the  Church. 
He  could  assure  the  Assembly  that  church  after  church,  on  our  list  now, 
will  not  be  found  there  another  year.  The  Assembly  must  show  progress 
on  this  subject,  or  there  is  no  holding  the  churches  together.  Presbyteries, 
and  even  whole  Synods,  will  wheel  off,  if  this  course  be  persisted  in.  It 
was  a  ruinous,  fatal  policy,  and  too  soon  the  Assembly  would  be  aware 
of  it. 

Rev.  Mr.  Shumway  (of  New-York)  also  deplored  this  action.  It  was 
a  fatal  step.  There  were  Presbyteries  all  around  him,  who  are  only  kept 
with  the  Assembly  by  the  hope  that  some  action  will  be  taken  on  this 
subject.  The  Oswego  Presbytery  was  a  type  of  many  others.  They  are 
honest,  conscientious  brethren,  and  they  will  act,  we  may  be  sure  of  it. 
If  we  wish  to  drive  the  ploughshare  of  division  through  the  Church,  we 
have  only  to  bring  down  the  guillotine  of  the  previous  question,  and  shut 
off  debate,  and  it  will  be  done. 

Rev.  T.  M.  Hopkins  (of  Ohio)  concurred  in  all  this.  Not  one  word 
had  been  permitted  from  the  Western  Reserve — a  region  where  there 
was  the  utmost  sensitiveness  on  this  subject.  He  knew  ihat  there  were 
Presbyteries,  and  more  than  one,  which  were  represented  here  for  the 
last  time,  if  this  was  to  be  the  law. 

The  indignant  tone  of  these  speech^,  and  others,  evidently  produced 
a  marked  effect.  It  became  so  apparent  that  a  wrong  had  been  done  to 
free  discussion,  that  Rev.  Mr.  Poor  (of  New-Jersey)  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion, which,  after  explanations  from  Dr.  Cox  and  others,  was  almost 
unanimously  carried.  A  large  meeting  of  the  friends  of  the  report  held 
a  caucus  at  the  close  of  the  session. 

On  the  order  of  the  day  coming  up,  at  the  next  sitting,  Dr.  Thompson 
asked  leave  to  withdraw  the  report  made  on  Thursday  last,  and  debated 
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on  Friday,  in  order  to  make  a  substitute.   The  part  of  the  report  diflfering 
from  the  origfinal  draft,  is  as  follows  : 

"  8.  To  correct  misapprehensions  which  may  exist  in  many  Northern  minds,  and 
allay  causeless  irritation  bj'  having  the  real  facts  in  relation  to  tMs  subject  spread 
before  the  -whole  Church,  it  is  recommended  earnestly  to  request  the  Presbyteries 
in  each  of  the  slnvoholding  States  to  take  such  measures  as  may  seem  to  them 
most  expedient  and  proper  for  laying  before  the  next  Assembly,  in  its  session  at 
Philadelphia,  drstinct  and  full  statements  touching  the  following  points: 

"1.  The  number  of  slaveholders  in  connection  with  the  churches  under  their 
jurisdiction,  and  the  number  of  slaves  held  by  them. 

"2.  Tlie  extent  to  which  slaves  are  held  by  an  unavoidable  necessity,  'imposed 
by  the  laws  of  the  States,  the  obhgations  of  guardianship,  and  the  ilemands  of 
humanity.' 

"3.  Whether  a  practical  regard,  such  as  the  Word  of  God  requires,  is  evinced 
by  the  Soutliern  churches  for  the  sacredness  of  the  conjugal  and  jiarental  rela- 
tions as  they  exist  among  slaves;  whether  baptism  is  ^uly  admini.«ttred  to  the 
children  of  slaves  professing  Christianity;  whetlier  slaves  are  admitted  to  equal 
privileges  and  powers  in  the  Church  courts;  and  in  general  to  what  extent  and 
in  what  manner  provision  is  made"  for  the  religious  well-being  of  the  enslaved." 

Dr.  Ross  regarded  it  as  unconstitutional.  Charges  should  be  made,  if 
at  all,  in  a  legal,  formal  manner. 

Dr.  Thompson  replied  :  Common  fame  says  that  there  is  error  at  the 
South,  and  immorality  in  Presbyterian  churches  too.  Though  he  believed 
that  our  Southern  brethren  are  much  misrepresented,  yet  he  believed  that 
practices  were  winked  at  which,  at  the  North,  we  think  ought  to  be  dealt 
with.  All  that  is  proposed  is,  that  the  Presbyteries  be  requested  to  report 
to  the  Assembly  the  facts  in  the  case.  He  knew  not  how  a  milder  or 
more  gentle  mea-sure  could  be  adopted. 

Eider  W.  R.  Moore  (of  Ohio)  approved  the  report.  The  whole  pur- 
pose of  the  North  in  soliciting  this  information,  was  to  allay  agitation, 
by  bringing  out  the  truth.  But  if  it  should  appear  that  the  evils  speci- 
fi-id  are  general,  he  should  be  prepared  to  act  further. 

Rev.  T.  M.  Hopkins  (of  Ohio)  said  the  Assembly  was  bound  to  inquire 
into  all  that  concerns  the  reputation  of  the  Church.  He  thought  the 
report  ought  to  meet  universal  approval.  Slavery,  as  a  civil  institution, 
may  be  sectional ;  but  it  cannot  be  so  regarded  by  us. 

Rev.  Thomas  S.  Milligan  (of  Indiana)  thought  the  report  the  least  that 
would  satisfy  the  North.  He  liked  the  first  report  bettec  than  the  sub- 
stitute, yet  even  that  did  not  reflect  his  own  conceptions  of  duty  on  the 
subject.  For  making  the  proposed  inquiry,  we  have  an  authority  higher 
than  the  Constitution  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  for  the  Mo<l  High  i> 
represcntfd  to  have  heard  of  reports  respecting  the  moral  conduct  of  a 
certain  city,  and  said  that  he  would  go  down  and  inquire.  No  doubt 
there  were  uji  n  in  Sodom  who  were  opf>o^-d  to  making  any  inquiries; 
but  their  ojijx^-iiion  did  not  prove  that  thf  inquiric-  were  wrong  or 
irajvertinent.     Undoubtedlv  there  is  fanaticism   at  the  North:    but  ahl 
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there  is  something  more.  There  is  a  deep  Chri-stian  feeling,  underlying 
all  the  froth  of  fanaticism,  which  it  would  be  better  for  the  South  not  to 
encounter.  He  had  no  sympathy  with  some  Northern  men  who  say,  If 
you  do  not  do  so  and  so,  we'll  leave  you ;  that  is  not  the  true  posilion. 
The  true  position  is,  that  this  evil  is  to  be  removed,  for  God  has  unquet- 
lionably  undertaken  the  work.  Slavery  is  doomed  ;  it  bears  the  mark  of 
Cain ;  and  though  he  would  not  lie  down  upon  the  purposes  of  God,  and 
do  nothing,  he  would  derive  from  them  encouragement  to  labor,  and 
perseverance  and  patience.  Nothing  would  be  more  creditable  to  the 
South  than  for  them  to  come  to  an  harmonious  union  with  the  North  on 
this  mild  middle  position,  and  frankly  respond  to  these  fraternal  inquiries. 
He  had  no  fear  as  to  the  final  result  of  this  anti-slavery  movement.  It 
is  no  foam  upon  the  surface,  but  a  current,  deep  and  strong  as  that  of 
Niagara.  It  is  of  God,  and  will  go  on.  We  must  do  our  duty,  and 
leave  results  with  Him. 

Dr.  Aiken  (of  Ohio)  was  prepared  to  vote  for  the  original  report.  He 
did  not  doubt  that  the  Assembly  had  the  constitutional  right  to  make 
such  inquiries.  If  not,  we  had  better  disband.  He  did  not  think  the 
report  would  <juiet  the  North.  There  was  an  unreasonable  and  unreason- 
ing state  of  feeling  existing  in  the  churches,  which  nothing  will  satisfy. 
Speaking  for  the  Western  Reserve,  he  could  say,  this  action  is  too  lato 
in  the  day,  by  three  years.  The  churches  you  could  hope  to  save  by 
such  action  have  gone  already,  hook  and  line,  and  they  will  remain  where 
they  are. 

"Slavery  is  not.  to  be  removed  by  any  action  ;  not  by  colonization — thou;;h  lie 
was  in  favor  of  that — nor  b\'  legislation  either  in  Congress  or  General  AMt-rnljly. 
It  will  not  stir  from  its  bag  s  this  mass  of  pollution  by  any  such  means,  ^'or 
will  it  be  done  by  the  undertjroiind  railroad,  thoui^ii  he  was  in  favor  of  it.  He 
rejoiced  in  every  slave  that  escaped.  Uppertrround  railroads  will  be  far  more 
t.n6ctive.  The  wonderful  improvenviits  of  the  age  will  do  the  busines.*.  Kail- 
roads  will  bring  the  North  and  South  toirether.  They  will  diflFuse  and  equalize  the 
pubUc  sentiment.  The  people  will  tninijle  together,  become  acquainted,  and 
become  interested  in  each  other.  Knowledge,  kindnes-s  and  interest  will  be 
increased;  and  the  evil,  the  unprotitnbli  ;ies8,  and  the  burden  of  slavery  will 
become  so  apparent,  that  the  Souih  itself  will  cry  out  for  reliet  With  thesis  are 
other  causes  combining,  which  would  ultimately  accomplish  the  desired  object" 

Rev.  E.  T.  Brantley  (of  West  Tennessee)  said  : 

"He  cordially  disapproved  of  slaver}'.  He  found  no  justification  of  it  any 
where.  All  look  forward  to  the  e.vtinetion  of  slavery.  Tlie  Noith  is  acting 
powerfully  upon  the  South  by  means  of  its  intelligence,  its  right  vi.-ws,  its  physical 
progress,  and  its  splendid  exemplifications  of  the  siqx'riority  of  freedom.  If  the 
North  could  be  aware  of  the  progress  of  anti-slavery  sentiment  at  the  South, 
particularly  among  Christians,  they  would  think  the  day  of  enianci|  ation  had 
already  dawned.  The  churches  at  the  South  would  be  aggrieved  with  such 
inquiries  as  these.  There  are  cnses  of  slaveholding  in  our  churches  which  do 
not  come  within  the  exceptions  named  at  Detroit.  He  is  a  slaveholder,  but  is 
trying  to  pre[iare  his  slaves  for  freedom.  The  action  of  the  Church  may  tend  to 
a  dissolution  of  tlie  Union." 
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Rev.  William  Homes*  (of  Missouri)  said :" 

"He  dissented  from  the  report  and  from  any  thing  that  retembled  it  This 
report  requires  a  man  to  answer  questions  that  woxild  criminate  him.  Thee* 
Abolitioniiits  cannot  be  conciliattd.  On  such  a  subject  as  slavery,  where  there  is 
a  difference  as  wide  as  heaven  and  earth,  it  is  utterly  vain  to  hope  for  agreement 
If  aU  those  who  talk  of  separation,  and  who  regard  slavery  as  the  only  sin, 
were  to  leave  us,  thev  would  only  leave  us  stronger.  We  have  in  the  slave- 
holding  States  26n  churches,  200  ministers,  and  between  15,000  and  16,000  church 
members.  He  did  not  thinl:  they  would  leave  the  Church,  whatever  might  be 
done.  The  edicts  and  resolves  of  this  body  will  only  raise  a  cloud  and  a 
dust  The  action  of  the  Assembly  of  Detroit  is  null  and  void ;  for  how  can  any 
man  be  found,  not  to  be  included  in  one  or  the  other  of  the  exceptions  contained 
in  it?  All  claim  that  their  slaveliolding  is  involuntary  and  juslitiable.  He 
concluded  bv  strenuously  asserting  that  the  South  would  not  submit  to  these 
inquiries. 

Dr.  EdJv  introduced  a  substitute,  which,  reciting  the  past  acCfon  of 
the  Assembly,  declared  that  no  further  action  was  necessary,  inasmuch 
as  no  formal  complaints  against  any  individual  or  ecclesiastical  body  had 
been  made.     When  he  sat  down,  a  dozen  members  started  to  their  feet. 

Rev.  G.  R.  H.  Shumway  (of  New-York)  said  : 

The  whole  coui-se  of  this  debate  had  been  more  painful  than  he  could  express, 
e.-iiecially  the  disposition  manifested  to  suppress  this  noble,  God-originated, 
beneficent  reform,  that  looked  to  the  ultimate  extinction  of  slavery  in  this  coun- 
try. Are  we,  after  all  tint  has  been  done  and  suffered,  to  yield  every  principle  of 
political  and  Christian  morality,  merely  to  satisfj'  this  longing  after  rest  ?  We 
c.-uiriot  expect  rest  till  the  evil  that  causes  the  unrest  shall  be  done  awaj-  with. 
Wc  do  not  wait,  in  reference  to  other  e\nls,  till  the  State  is  right  before  we 
move  in  the  Church.  We  agitate  against  the  laws  which  authorize  the  sale  of 
intoxicating  drinks;  we  may  denounce  the  oppressions  of  European  despots  for 
opinion's  sake  ;  but  on  this  subject  we  are  told  we  must  preserve  eternal  silence. 
Jt  irax  time  to  atccrtain  whether  this  was  to  be  the  condition  of  remaininp  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  He  was  not  an  agitator — the  God  above  us  and  the  Book 
of  God  are  the  agitators.  So  long  as  its  principles  e.xist  and  find  their  way 
through  the  community,  there  will  be  no  rest  on  the  subject  of  slavery. 

Elder  Bishop,  of  New-York,  was  in  favor  of  the  report,  and  he  should 
be  pained  if  something  in  advance  be  not  done. 
Rev.  S.  G.  Specs,  of  Illinois,  said  : 

He  was  in  favor  of  something  which  would  satisfy  the  great  mass  of  the  churches 
We  must  satisfy,  if  not  fanatics,  honest,  intelligent,  well-meaning  Anti-slavery 
men  at  the  North.  This  is  an  age  of  compromise.  He  was  a  compromise  man, 
and  this  is  a  compromise  measure.  Brother  Eddy  and  others  make  the  welkin 
ring  with  their  cries  for  repose.  Repose  there  never  can  be,  till  the  la.'t  shackle 
drops  from  the  last  slave.  "I  came  not  to  send  peace,  but  a  sword."  The  Scrip- 
tures were  given  to  be  the  great  cause  of  agitation,  till  error  and  sin  should  be 
driven  from  ort'  tlic  earth.  The  doctrine  of  repose  is  the  doctrine  of  the  Devil.  There 
must  b<  diicusfion.  Kepose  is  the  cry  of  tJiosi-  old  tyrants  of  Eurojje  who  are 
crushing  the  liberties  of  the  world  under  their  heels.  There  is  a  pojjular  senti- 
ment abroad  on  this  gubject>  which  it  will  be  of  no  avail  fur  us  to  attempt  to 
arrest  or   rc-si.-t     Banish  it  and  it  will  come  back  again  ;   crush  it,  and  it  will 
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riae  attain.     It  ia  the  spirit  of  liberty,  which  cannot  be  quenched  nor  resisted. 
It  ia  ot  no  use  for  us  to  proclaim  ourselves  so  awfully  conservative  that  we  can- 
not hear  of  thia  aubject.     We  m»<»^  advance.     We  shall  render  ourselves  objects 
of  contempt  and  scorn  if  we  stand  still — and  we    Might  to  be  so.     As  to  the 
numerical  argument,  he  confessed  he  could  never  learn  it     Tlie  ijuestion  is  not, 
whether  we  ahall  lose  or  gain  in  North  or  South ;  the  question  is,  what  is  right  and 
what  is  true.     But  if  it  comes  to  the  quesliou  of  numbers,  he  believed  that  if 
you  refuse  to  entertain  the  subject  and  act  upon  it,  in  the  spirit  of  Christian 
freemen,  the  churches  in  the  North  and  North-west  will  march  off  in  platoons. 
He  could  not  justify  it,  but  it  would  be  done.     He  knew  the  state  of  public 
opinion  at  the  West     The  measures  proposed  will  certainly  do  good  at  the 
West,  and  he  could  not  think  they  would  do  harm  any  where.     One  word  as  to 
the  Black  Laws  of  Illinois.     We  hate  those  laws,  and  they  make  us  hate  slavery 
more  and  more.     For  we  owe  them  to  the  existence  of  slavery  in  Kentucky  anJ 
MissourL     If  the  States  around  us  were  free,  we  would  need  no  Black  Laws. 

Dr.  Ross  said  he  was  not  seeking  to  allay  agitation.  He  was  in  favor  of  it. 
If  any  one  would  give  hira  a  handsome  copy  of  "  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin,"  he  would 
keep  it  on  his  centre-table,  and  show  it  to  all  his  visitors. 

Dr.  Thompson  was  amazed  at  the  opposition  manifested.  He  could  not  under- 
stand it,  except  that  there  was  a  foregone  determination  to  resist  and  oppose 
every  thing  that  can  possibly  be  proposed  to  be  done  on  this  subject.  The  sub- 
ject of  slavery  will  not  re^t  at  our  bidding.  It  reminded  him  of  the  stick  which 
was  so  crooked  that  it  could  not  lie  stUL 

The  Moderator,  Rev.  Dr.  D.  H.  Allen,  of  Ohio,  said  : 

He  thought  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  to  proclaim  itself,  by 
its  acta,  in  earnest  in  the  purpose  of  freeing  itaelf  from  slavery.  He  had  been 
astounded  at  the  opposition  manifested  to  the  report  Ue  knew  Kentucky  would 
endorse  it  He  believed  that  Tennessee  will  not  resist  it  It  was  painlul  to  him 
to  hear  it  said,  when  simple,  honest  inquiries  are  made  in  a  spirit  of  love,  we 
shall  receive  no  replies.  Why,  what  will  the  world  say  f  His  own  opinion  was, 
that  the  response  which  these  inquiries  would  elicit  would  produce  a  conviction 
that  at  present  there  is  nothing  to  be  done.  He  had  little  hope  of  success  by 
ecclesiastical  discipline.     We  must  use  moral  power. 

Rev.  William  Torrey,  of  Virginia,  said  : 

He  was  perfectly  willing  to  have  the  facta  relative  to  slavery  spread  out 
before  the  Assembly.  He  v/ished  distinctly  to  dijavow,  on  the  part  of  the  South, 
any  disinclination  to  meet  and  answer  these  inquiries.  It  is  said  that  this  action 
will  satisfy  the  North  ,  but  will  it  stay  satislied.  The  object  of  these  inquiries 
ia  an  entering  wedge,  to  be  driven  upas  fast  as  opportunity  is  given.  He  could 
not  promise  that  the  Virginia  Presbyteries  would  give  any  replies  to  these  in- 
quiries, 'Jliere  teas  no  hope,  so  long  as  slavery  exists,  that  the  Church  shall  be 
free  from  it.  If  it  has  come  to  be  true  that  the  feeling  of  the  North  will  not 
suffer  the  slaveholding  mmistera  and  members  to  remain  in  fellowship  with  the 
Church,  the  South  will  not  remain  with  you.  T^ey  do  not  contemplate  a  discon- 
nection with  slavery.  It  is  not  slavery  that  troubles  us,  but  this  ceaseless  agita- 
tion. Pass  this  report  and  we  must  bid  you  farewell  But  if  we  are  got  rid  of, 
rest  will  not  come.     The  next  movement  of  the  agitators  will  be  to  attack  the 

Ero  slavery  men  (as  they  call  them)  at  the  North,  and  drive  them  from  the 
hnrch. 

Dr.  Hatfield  (of  New- York  city)  said : 

TTie  East  had  not  lost  its  conscience  on  thia  subject,  nor  were  they  all  buried 
in  the  abyss  of  compromise.  The  very  efforts  ot  the  friends  of  slavery  have 
hitherto  only  resulted  ia  the  progreaa  of  Anti-slavery  sentiment      The  Eaat 
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thought  thnt  we  had  but  to  look  on  and  see"  God  -work.  It  will  not  be  long 
before  it  will  be  unsafe  for  a  man  to  own  himself  indifferent  on  this  subject  The 
report  would  do  good  at  the  North  and  the  South.  If  tlie  South  decline  to 
answer  these  inquiries,  the  world  will  say  there  is  something  in  the  s\  stem  and 
practice  of  the  South  that  will  not  bear  tlie  light.  He  did  not  believe  that  the 
Southern  brethren  themselves  really  deprecated  the  measure.  They  of  courte 
toill  wink  to  oppose  it,  or  seem  to  oppose  it ;  but  if  it  pasn,  they  mil  undoubtedly 
congratulate  themselves  that  the  Assettibly  have  done  no  more. 

Rev.  Charles  Brown  (of  Philadelphia)  deprecated  further  action  on 
the  subject  of  slavery.  Such  was  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  his 
Presbytery,  (the  Fourth.) 

Rev.  S.  P.  M.  Hastings  (of  New- York)  wished  to  postpone  action  on 
this  subject  till  the  other  business  before  the  Assembly  be  accomplished. 

Elder  Strong  heartily  concurred.  He  was  sick  and  tired  of  the  dis- 
cussion. 

Rev.  Jacob  Little  (of  Ohio)  felt  anxious  to  advocate  the  report. 

Rev.  Gideon  S.  White  (of  East  Tenne-ssee)  begged  the  Assembly  to 
believe  they  were  doing  all  they  could  to  remove  slavery. 

Rev.  Hiram  Gregg  (of  New- York)  m;.de  an  impressive  speech  in 
behalf  of  the  report. 

Dr.  Gilbert  (of  Philadelphia)  had  heard  at  ieast  one  thousand  speeches, 
on  this  subject  in  the  Assembly.  He  believed  no  good  would  come  out 
of  the  discussion. 

Rev.  H.  H.  Rowland  (of  Pennsylvania)  wished  to  move  a  substitute, 
to  the  effect  that,  having  repeatedly  taken  action  on  the  subject,  the 
Assembly  is  free  from  all  responsibility  in  reference  to  slavery,  and  de- 
claring that  the  Assembly  has  full  confidence  in  the  Presbyteries  and 
Synods  in  which  slavery  exists.  The  motion  was  lost  by  a  large  majority. 
The  interest  here  became  intense.  Motions  for  a  division  of  the  report 
and  for  postponement  to  introduce  substitutes  were  confbsedly  intermin- 
gled with  remarks  on  the  merits  of  the  question — which,  says  the  New- 
York  JEoangeli.st,  being  made  in  excitement,  it  would  be  unfair  to  record^ — 
till,  at  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  the  vote  to  adopt  the  report  wa.s  pa.s.sed — 
ayes,  Y9  ;  nays,  34  ;  absent,  89 — the  greater  part  of  whom  were  ruling 
elders  from  the  West.  Many  of  them  were  business  men,  who,  supposing 
the  matter  had  been  virtually  disposed  of,  had  left  the  Assembly  to  attend 
to  thtir  private  affairs.  Eight  of  the  absentees  were  afterwards  allowed 
to  record,  seven  of  whom  voted  yea,  making  the  final  vol*-  84  ayes  to 
35  nays. 

The  next  day,  Rev.  Mr.  Rowland  and  Dr.  Cox  each  pn-senled  a  protest 
signed  by  several  members. 

Dr.  Eddy  propr^sed  to  raise  a  cotnmittf-e  of  equal  numbers  from  the 
majority  and   the  protesters,  to  con>*ult  whether  some  common   ground 
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may  not  be  found  which  shall  harmonize  the  Assembly.  A  long  and 
warm  discussion  ensued,  after  which  Dr.  Eddy  had  leave  to  withdraw 
his  resolution. 

Dr.  Thompson  proposed  that  a  special  committee  should  be  raised  to 
prepare  a  brief  statement  of  general  principles  in  regard  to  which  there 
13  little  or  no  diversity  of  opinion  on  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  Assem- 
bly. The  motion  leading  to  a  discussion,  the  mover  had  leave  to  with- 
draw it. 

We  predict  that  no  result  of  any  importance  will  follow  from  the  adoption 
of  the  report.  In  the  language  of  Rev.  Mr.  Homes,  of  Missouri,  it  will 
"  only  raise  a  cloud  and  a  dust."  The  Northern  members  generally  advo- 
cated the  report  in  the  hope  of  satisfying  public  sentiment,  and  Southern 
members  opposed  it,  as  Dr.  HatOeld  intimated,  for  a  similar  reason. 

PRESBYTERIAN  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY,  [oLD  SCHOOL.] 

Most  of  those  we  address  are  aware  that  the  Presbyterians  of  the 
country  are  divided  into  two  parties,  both  claiming  to  be  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  the  United  States.  The  division  arose  chiefly  from  disagree- 
ment in  doctrinal  view?.  Each  has  a  General  Assembly,  composed  of 
members  from  the  free  and  slave  States.  The  New  School  Assembly 
calls  itself  an  '"x\nti-slavery  Church ;"  the  Old  School  Assembly  makes 
no  such  pretension.  Neither  are  such,  in  fact,  because  slaveholders  are 
admitted  to  membership,  and  slaveholding  is  not  considered  a  bar  to 
Christian  communion.  The  New  School  Assembly  is  considered  more 
reformatory  than  the  Old  School  Assembly,  but  both  are  under  the  influ- 
^  ^ence  of  the  slave  power,  that  controls  both  the  Church  and  State.  In  the 
Old  School  Assembly  there  are  fifty  slaveholding  Presbyteries,  about  one 
third  of  the  whole  number. 

The  General  Assembly  (0.  S.)  met  at  Charleston,  S.  C,  May,  1852. 
Rev.  J.  C.  Lord,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  was  chosen  Moderator.  He  had  <lis- 
tinguished  himself  by  a  sermon  in  aid  of  the  Fugitive  Slave  Act,  which 
had  been  widely  circulated  by  the  "  Union  Safety  Committee"  of  New- 
York. 

The  Charleston  Mercury  announced  his  election  as  follows : 

"To  the  distinction  of  a  learned  and  zealous  divine,  Dr.  Lord  has  also  added 
that  of  a  bold  and  able  advocate  of  the  constitutional  rights  of  the  South.  We 
have  wrestled  strongly  with  the  accursed  erroi-s  of  Abolition  fanaticism.  It  isy 
moreover,  no  little  praise  to  this  Assembly  to  say  that  it  knew  how  to  appreciate 
and  honor  such  a  man."     .... 

During  the  session,  one  member  spoke  of  "the  fanatics  of  the  North," 
and  another  said  he  would  "  as  soon  think  of  reporting  to  a  tornado  as 
to  the  fanatics;"  but  nothing  was  said  or  done  about  evangelizing  the 
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HBATtiKN  in  South  Carolina,  or  alleviating  or  ending  the  miseries  of  the 
poof  slaves  in  that  part  of  the  countr}-.* 

Tbi<i  Assembly  met  again   at  Philadelphia,  May  17,  1853.     It  had 
beftn  annoimced  that  the  annual  sermon  should  be  preached  this  yea 
by  R"v.  William  T.  Hamilton,  D.  D.,  of  Mobile,  but  it  does  not  appe« 
that  he  officiated.! 

Nothing  appears  to  have  been  said  or  done  in  this  Assembly  on  th 
subject  of  American  slavery,  but  we  find  that  special  attention  was  paid 
to  the  report  of  a  committee  appointed  the  previous  year,  "  to  take  into 
Consideration  some  means  for  securing  the  rights  of  conscience,  in  reli- 
gious matters,  to  American  citizens  in  foreign  countries."  One  of  the 
resolutions,  accompanying  the  report,  is  the  following: — 

Jlfsolxr,!,  Tliat  freedom  of  thought,  freedom  of  conscience,  and  freedom  of 
ri'liirioiis  worsliip,  being  essential  and  inherent  rights  of  American  citizens,  and 
heiiiL'  cxl ended  by  the  American  people  to  citizens  of  all  nations,  without  re- 
strHJiit,  it  i^  l>ut  just  and  equal  that  this  privilege  should  be  extended  to  our 
citi/'  IIS  hy  nil  nations  between  whom  and  our  countr}^  treaties  ot  amity  and 
coniiueree  exist 

Till'  r<.']>ort  and  resolutions,  after  slight  opposition  from  Chancellor 
.U.liiis  and  Mr.  Montgomery,  who  were  opposed  to  any  tnino^  "like  a 
ci'Ui'ling  together  of  the  Church  and  State,"  were  adopted.  No  Ameri- 
can citizen,  we  think,  can  have  any  reasonable  objection  to  the  re.solution 
quoted,  and  it  is  referred  to  liere  to  show  how  quick  certain  men  are  to 
fe».l  and  remonstrate  against  injuries  done  themselves  or  those  fellow- 
oitizons  whose  rights  are  recognized  by  them,  and  yet  how  averse  they  are 
to  ^\  iMpathize  with  other  fellow -citizens  whose  rights  they  consent  shall 
1)0  trampled  in  the  dust.  Provision  should  be  made,  say  Doctors  Baird, 
Spring,  Plumer,  Murray,  Junkin,  and  Judges  Grier  and  Leavitt,  and  their 
as-'^ociates  in  tiie  Assembly,  for  securing  to  American  citizens,  travelling 
or  residing  in  foreign  countries,  the  right  to  profess  their  faith  and  wor- 
sliip God  according  to  the  dictates  of  their  own  consciences  ;  and  yet  how 
contented  these  citizens  are  that  a  multitude  of  their  fellow-countrymen 
at  home  should  have  no  "freedom  of  thought,"  no  "freedom  of  con- 
science," no  "freedom  of  religious  worship,"  though  they  admit  that  these 
things  are  "  essential  and  inherent  rights  of  American  citizens  !"  Foreign 
Governments  may  notice  this  inconsistency.  Their  subjects  undoubtedly 
will,  and  remind  these  sticklers  for  the  rights  of  man  that  they  who  claim 
justice  should  observe  it. 

♦  In  an  official  report  of  the  Presh3-terjan  S^'nod  of  Soutli  Carolina  and  Georgia, 
puMi-'hi-.l  in  th<- Charleston  Obfrrvr  some  yc.nr^  hinfc,  it,  wa.-*  stated:  "Who 
would  iTvdit  thiit  in  these  years  of  revival  and  benevolent  effi)rl  in  this  Cliristian 
ivptil'li''.  tli'Ti-  iir.-over  two  mUlionn  of  human  brlngH  in  the  condition  of  heathen, 
and,  in  some  respects,  in  a  \rorte  rfrnditiou  f 

\  Dr.  11.  i.-  u  native  of  PIngland,  aul  the  person  who  said  to  Arthur  Ta])pan, 
6<jme  years  since,  "J  would  as  soon  buy  a  negro  a,'^  a  leg  of  mutton." 
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Though  the  records  of  the  year  past,  in  their  connection  with  those  of 
the  preceding  years,  and  the  general  aspect  of  affairs  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, do  not  warrant  the  hope  that  either  of  the  General  Assemblies,  or 
the  voluntary  religious  Associations  supported  and  approved  by  them, 
will  make  any  important  anti-slavery  progress  until  the  cause  of  human 
liberty  in  America  becomes  popular,  and  the  question  ceases  to  divide 
the  community ;  yet  we  think  there  are  unmistakable  evidences  of  an 
under-current  in  the  religious  world,  already  beginning  to  make  itself 
felt,  and  promising,  ere  long,  to  surprise  the  conservators  of  existing 
abuses  with  revelations  of  their  waning  influence  and  departing  pDwer, 
when  it  may  be  quite  too  late  for  them  to  retritve  their  lost  position  by 
retracing  their  steps  and  correcting  their  deplorable  error.  Should  the 
strugg  e  be  protracted  much  longer,  such  a  result  appears  to  be  almost 
an  inevitable  one.  The  world's  history,  perhaps,  affords  scarcely  a  soli- 
tary exception  to  this  general  consummation  of  ecclesiastical  delinquency 
in  struggles  for  needed  reform.  Providential  deliverances  and  providen- 
tial retributions,  in  such  cases,  go  hand  in  hand.  Nor  is  it  easy  to  see 
how  the  high  and  holy  ends  of  religious  institutions  and  organization* 
could  otherwise  be  secured.  The  Divine  object  in  instituting  them,  which 
is  HUMAN  REDEMPTION',  requires  and  necessitates,  at  least,  their  temporary 
disgrace  and  discomfiture  (not  to  say  overthrow)  when,  instead  of  pro- 
moting human  redemption,  they  throw  themselves  as  stumbling-blocks 
in  its  way.* 

The  condition  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  this  country  has  already 
become  such  as  to  furnish  an  appropriate  occasion  for  reflections  of  this 
character.  At  the  commencement  of  the  Anti-slavery  agitation,  nearly 
twenty  years  ago,  the  General  Assembly  of  that  highly  influential  deno- 
mination occupied  a  position  contrasting  strongly  with  the  present  condi- 
tion of  the  two  rival  Assemblies.  The  sect  was  then  united  and  strong. 
By  those  who  were  then  opposed  to  Presbyterianism,  either  on  the  ground 
of  its  theology  or  its  ecclesiastical  polity,  the  General  Assembly  was  re- 
garded as  an  almost  impregnable  fortress,  the  increasing  power  of  which, 
it  was  almost  impossible  to  withstand  ;  a  power  which  was  regarded  with 
an  almost  hopeless  dread  !  But  a  marked  change  has  taken  place,  and  the 
end  is  not  yet.  Had  that  body  been  united  and  earnest  in  its  opposition 
to  islavery^  and  other  great  national  sins,  it  is  hardly  credible  that  shades 
of  theological  difference  would  have  occasioned  a  division.  An  exscind- 
ing process  took  place  first,  and  a  more  extended  division  afterwards.  In 
both  these  events  there  was  clearly  visible  the  controlling  activity  of  the 
nfluences  h'wtile  to  the  agitation  of  the  slave  question — hostile  to  refor- 

•  S«e  Jeremiab,  chap,  yii 
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raation,  to  free  inquiry  and  to  progress.  The  power  of  extensively  or- 
ganized Presbyterianism  was  thus  broken  in  twain.  Partly  as  sectional, 
and  partly  as  through  conflicting  affinities,  the  two  rival  Assemblies  stood 
and  still  stand  before  the  public,  in  an  altered  position.  The  opposers 
of  Presbyterianism  were  no  longer  paralyzed  with  fear.  Had  the  North- 
ern, or  New  School  division,  even  then  assumed  a  strong,  decided,  and 
firm  anti-slavery  position,  it  might  have  maintained  its  ground  and 
become  strong.     But  it  failed  to  do  this.* 

The  peculiar  machinery  of  the  Presbyterian  polity,  instead  of  being 
wielded  against  the  sin  of  slavery,  was  more  commonly  used  to  cripple 
and  harass  the  opposers  of  slavery  in  the  churches.  By  little  and  little, 
a  disgust  was  created  against  the  pflity  thus  wielded.  In  large  and  im- 
portant sections,  (as  in  Central  and  Western  New-York,  in  Northern  Ohio, 
and  in  Michigan,)  a  gradual  abandonment  of  Presbyterianism  for  Con- 
gregationalism has  been  the  eflfect,  till,  by  the  action  of  the  Convention 
at  Albany,  new  forms  of  ecclesiastical  organization  and  activity,  displac- 
ing to  a  great  extent  the  old,  have  been  witnessed. 

The  Old  School,  or  Southern  division,  has  suffered  from  an  Anti-slavery 
secession  which,  if  not  formidable  in  either  numbere  or  wealth,  has  sub- 
tracted no  small  amount  of  moral  influence  and  power.  Similar  results 
have  been  witnessed,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  in  several  of  the  ecclesi- 
astical bodies  of  other  important  religious  sects.  They  have  sought  unity, 
strength,  and  influence  by  standing  aloof  from  the  Anti- slavery  cause,  or 
by  casting  an  influence  against  it.  But  the  result  of  their  policy  has 
been,  in  some  instances,  division,  and  in  most  cases,  a  manifest  decline  of 
influence  and  power.  The  waning  power  of  a  Church  is  never  more  sure 
and  raj)id  than  when  its  leaders  are  deaf  to  the  friendly  remonstrances  of 
those  who  would  apprise  them  of  the  fact 

THE  ABSOCIATE  PBESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  OF  NORTH  AMERICA.f 

This  Church  seceded  from  the  Established  Church  of  Scotland  on  ac- 
count of  oppressive  measures,  and  such  of  them  as  emigrated  to  this 

*  It  has  now  upon  its  roH-liet  nbout  twenty  BlaveLolding  Presbyteries,  eighteen 
of  •uljicli  sent  cominisskinere  to  the  meeting  at  the  city  of  Wasliington.  llieri 
were  \>\\\  three  commissioners  from  slaveholding  PreshyterifS  wlio  met  witii  that 
Af^sembly  at  the  first  eeparate  meeting  in  1838.  The  slave  increase  in  tliis  body 
hah  far  outrun  the  free  since  its  separation.  In  spiritual  a*  in  worldly  things, 
"there  is  a  tide  in  the  affairs  of  men  •wliicl),  taken  at  tlie  flood,  leud.s  on  to  for- 
tune." The  fl<iod-tide  in  the  I'resbylerian  Thiirch  was  in  IS.'J"^,  when  the  sepa- 
ration took  place.  Had  the  New  School  th'-n  carrii- 1  out  the  great  principles  of 
liberty  that  stoi-id  upon  the  records  of  the  Church  a-  a  theory,  large  acces-ion* 
*rould  doubtless  liave  been  made,  and  tliis  "  Constitutionur  (Jeneral  AsBenibly 
would  liave  b<vn  mort-  nunierou.-*  and  inflncntiul  than  the  otlicr  body.  But  in 
jse^king  txj  enlarge  itself  by  court  ng  slavehoMcn*,  it  has  lo-t  the  ojiportunity  of 
ei'tension.  and  aj'jicars  doonted  to  be  an  uniriflu/^ntial  body. 

f  Tbiit  Cburcb  embraces  one  Tresbytery,  chiefly  located  in  Canada  West     The 
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oountrj  brought  with  them  something  of  that  love  of  liberty  which  had 
occasioned  their  secession.  Some  of  them  who  had  originally  settled  ia 
Kentucky,  and  other  slaveholding  States,  soon  left  for  the  North-west  Ter- 
ritory. One  congregation  in  Kentucky  rose  up  as  a  body,  minister,  ses- 
sion and  people,  and  removed  to  Ohio.  The  first  enactment  of  thia 
Church  respecting  slavery  appears  to  have  been  in  May,  1811.  The  first 
article  is  as  follows : — 

'■  That  it  is  a  moral  evil  to  hold  negroes,  or  their  children,  in  perpetual  slavery, 
or  to  claim  the  right  of  buying  or  selling  them,  or  of  bequeathing  them  as  trans- 
ferable property." 

The  second  article  requires  masters  to  liberate  their  slaves,  and  where  hin- 
dered from  so  doing  by  the  laws  of  the  State,  to  treat  them  the  same  as  if  liber- 
ated ;  to  provide  for  their  worldly  comfort,  to  instruct  them  in  the  things  of 
religion,  and  to  give  them  wages. 

The  third  article  directs  that  slaveholders  not  complying  with  the  above 
should  be  excluded  from  the  communion  of  the  Church. 

The  fom-th  allows  of  the  purchase  of  elavcs,  and  using  their  service  for  a 
time,  with  a  view  to  their  emancipation.  '"" 

The  fifth  gives  directions  for  the  enforcing  of  these  regulations. 

The  preceding  enactment  continued  in  force  for  twenty  years;  but  as 
the  churches  in  the  South  did  not  pay  such  regard  to  it  as  was  satisfac- 
tory to  the  rest  of  the  brethren,  complaints  were  made  from  year  to 
year,  and  various  efforts  employed  with  a  view  to  its  being  strictly  en- 
forced. These  not  proving  successful,  the  Associate  Synod,  in  May,  1831, 
adopted  the  following  resolutions : — 

1.  That  as  slavery  is  clearly  condemned  by  the  law  of  God,  and  has  been  long 
since  judicially  declared  by  this  Church  to  he  a  moral  evil,  no  member  thereof 
shall,  from  and  after  this  date,  be  allowed  to  hold  a  human  being  in  the  character 
or  condition  of  a  slave. 
\  2.  That  thid  Synod  do  hereby  order  all  its  subordinate  judicatories  to  pro<,'ee<i 

forthwith  to  carry  into  execution  the  intention  of  the  foregoing  resolution,  by 
requiring  those  church  members  under  their  immediate  inspection,  who  may  be 
possessed  of  slaves,  to  relinquish  their  unjust  claims,  and  release  those  whom  they 
may  liave  heretofore  considered  as  their  property. 

3.  That  if  any  member  or  members  of  this  Church,  in  order  to  evade  this  act, 
.shall  sell  any  of  their  slaves,  or  make  a  transfer  of  them,  so  as  to  retain  the  pro- 
ceeds of  their  services  or  the  price  of  their  sale,  or  in  any  otl»er  way  ev;ide  tho 
pa^ivisions  of  this  act,  they  shall  be  subject  to  the  censure  of  the  Church. 

4.  That  when  an  individual  is  found,  who  has  spent  so  much  of  his  i>r  her 
strength  in  the  service  of  another  as  to  be  disqualified  from  providiriL;;  for  his  or 
her  own  support  the  master,  in  such  a  case,  is  to  be  held  responsible  for  the 
comfortable  maintenance  of  said  servant* 

am  . — — :^— -_^_™ 

number  of  ministers,  settled  and  itinerating,  of  this  denomination,  is  168,  and 
the  communicants  18,157. 

*  At  the  time  when  these  resolutions  were  adoptcl.  the  Associate  Synod  had 
one  Presbytery  whose  location  was  entirely  in  the  South,  and  two  or  three 
others  whose  limits  embraced  portions  of  the  t-lavtholding  States.  Some  of 
the  ministers  who  were  pastors  of  congregations  embracing  slaveholders  in  their 
communion,  gave  up  their  charges  and  removed  to  the  free  Statea  Others  of 
them,  and  most  of  the  people,  immediately  coancct«d  themselvea  with  other 
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In  1851,  tbe  Associate  Synod  passed  an  act  condemning  the  Fugiti?* 
Slave  Bill,  and  enjoining  upon  all  their  people  "  a  practical  disregard  of 
this  law." 

In  1852,  a  report  on  voting  for  immoral  persons  -was  adopted.     The 

first  section  exhibits  the  principle  upon  which  the  report  proceeds.     It  is 

as  follows : 

"  We  beliovc-  that  choosing  manifestlj*  wicked  men,  such  as  infidels,  slave- 
holders, fornicators,  profane  swearers,  drunkards,  Salibath-breakers,  gamblers,  &c., 
to  be  our  civil  nia.'*lers,  is  a  great  evil,  and  i)roductive  of  incalculable  mischief; 
that  all  wlio  jTofi'Ss  to  love  and  obey  God  should  carefullv  avoid  it  ;  and  that 
the  watchmen  in  Zion  should,  in  their  individual  and  judicial  capacity,  solemnly 
and  faithlully  warn  against  it.'"* 

Although,  in  some  respects,  a  few  expressions  in  these  resolutions 
would  not  be  considered  at  this  day  by  Abolitionists  perfectly  orthodox, 
yet  how  honorable  to  this  Church  are  such  proceedings  !  and  how  honor- 
able it  would  be  to  the  Old  and  New  School  Presbyterians  if  they  emulated 
the  anti-slavery  spirit  of  this  venerable  body  of  Seceders. 

UNITED    BRETHREN    IN    CHRIST.f 

This  Church  believes  that  slavery  is  a  sin  per  se.  The  Constitution  of 
the  Church,  which  cannot  be  altered  except  by  a  vote  of  two  thirds  of  the 
members  of  the  whole  society,  savs  : — 

"All  fclavc-ry  in  every  sense  of  the  word  is  totally  prohibited,  and  shall  in  no 
way  be  tolerated  in  our  Church.  Should  any  be  found  in  our  society  who  hold 
slaves,  they  cannot  continue  as  members  unless  they  do  personally  manumit  or 
set  free  sutii  slaves.  And  when  it  is  known  to  any  of  our  ministers  in  charge  of 
a  circuit  station  or  mission,  that  any  of  its  members  hold  a  slave  or  slaves,  he 
shall  admonish  such  member  to  manumit  such  slave  or  slaves;  and  if  such  persons 
do  not  take  measures  to  carry  out  the  discipline,  they  shall  be  expelled  by  the 
proper  authorities  of  the  Church  ;  and  an}-  minister  refusing  to  attend  to  the 
duties  above  described  shall  be  dealt  with  by  the  authorities  to  which  he  is 
amenable." 

The  above  section  of  discipline  has  been  in  force  and  carried  out  since 
1821.     No  attempt  has  been  made  to  repeal  it.     This  Church  has  con- 

cliurches  of  a  more  tolerant  character.  The  Synod,  some  time  afterwards,  sent 
a  iiii.ssionary  with  a  letter  addressed  to  the  people  who  had  been  under  their 
care,  with  a  view  to  reconcile  them  to  tficir  proceedings,  but  the  missionary  was 
beset  by  a  mob  while  preaching  on  the  Sabbath,  and  after  it  was  discovered 
that  tliere  were  no  grounds  for  any  legal  proceedings  against  him,  be  was  dis- 
missed wiiii  a  coat  of  tar  and  feathers.  The  Southern  Presbytery  became  extinct, 
and  tile  rii'.iiiber^  of  the  Associate  Church  are  now  almost  exclusively  in  the  free 
Sut^-s 

*  Diir  i-  followed  by  seven  propositions  relating  to  the  supremacy  of  the 
Divin<-  l:i',  th.- (iulic-<  of  magistrates,  the  dutv  of  citizens  in  choosing  magistrates, 
and  the  duty  f>f  miriiatcrs  to  instruct  the  people  and  warn  them  in  regard  to  the 
choice  of  niugirtrn1<  s. 

I  Tlii''  detioinination  is  distinguished  from  the  old  United  Brethren,  or  Mora- 
vian Chun  h,  by  the  additional  phrase  "  In  Christ" 
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gregations  in  Missouri,  Kentucky,  Virginia  and  Maryland.  At  the  Gene- 
ral Conference,  May  12,  1853,  the  Southern  delegates  reported  that  tliere 
were  twelve  cases  of  legal  connection  with  slavery  in  the  Church,  but 
they  were  of  a  character  so  peculiar,  that  a  difference  of  opinion  had  arisen 
as  to  whether  the  discipline  intended  to  exclude  them.  The  opinion  and 
advice  of  the  Conference  was  asked.  The  following  answer,  in  substance, 
was  given : — 

"All  those  cases  reported  are  cases  prohibited  by  the  plain  letter  of  our  Dis- 
cipline. Execute  papers  of  immediate  emancipation.  The  sympathy  of  this 
Conference  given  to  palUated  casos  of  slavery  would  be  an  entering  wedge  of 
slavery  into  oar  Church.  The  Church  must  be  disconnected  with  slavt-r^-  in  all 
its  forma.     The  bishops  are  instructed  to  carry  out  the  letter  of  Discipline." 

The  action  in  this  case  was  taken  without  a  dissenting  voice,  and  the 
delegates  from  the  South  assured  the  Conference  that  the  intention  of  the 
Discipline,  as  above  explained,  should  be  executed. 

The  General  Conference  made  provision  for  the  publication  of  a  monthly 
magazine.     The  following  is  from  the  Prospectus : — 

"The  immediate  abolition  of  slavery  ;  rejecting  that  most  odious  and  barbarous 
notion,  thut  man  has  a  rii^ht  to  hold  property  m  man.  Tlie  position  will  be 
taken  that  this  is  a  monster  ihat  can  never  be  tame<1,  a  sin  which  violates  every 
precept  of  th-  Bible.  It  will  be  our  object  to  show  that  slavery  (by  which  we 
mean  the  holding  of  property  in  man)  Ls  sinful,  necessarily  binful,  imder  all  pos- 
sible and  conceivable  circumstances." 

The  RtUgious  Telescope,  which  is  the  organ  of  the  Church,  breathes  a 
warm  anti-slavery  spirit.  It  condemns  the  platforms  of  the  old  political 
parties,  and  approves  that  of  the  Free  Democracy.  It  opposes  the  Fugi- 
tive Slave  Act,  and  all  "  Black  Laws."  Nearly  all  the  preachers  vote 
the  Free  Democratic  ticket,  and  a  large  number  of  the  members.  The 
anti-slavery  sentiment  in  relation  to  political  action  is  rapidly  advancing. 
It  is  believed  that  in  a  short  time  the  whole  Church  will  cast  its  influ- 
ence, politically,  in  the  right  direction,  and  vote  as  it  now  believes  and 
prays.     This  denomination  now  numbers  about  70,000  members. 

EPISCOPAL    CIIUBCH. 

This  body  makes  no  pretension  to  be  anti-slavery,  although  some  of  its 
members  are  distinguished  for  the  ability  and  zeal  with  which  they  promote 
the  cause.  The  question  of  the  admission  of  colored  churches  into  union 
with  the  Convention  of  the  Diocese  of  New- York  was  pressed  upon  that 
body  several  times  during  last  year,  and  on  each  occasion  pertinaciously 
evaded.  The  two  colored  churches  in  the  city  of  New- York,  the  Church 
St.  Philip  and  the  Church  of  the  Messiah,  have  formally  applied  for 
admission ;  and  the  Standing  Committee  on  the  Incorporation  of 
Churches,  of  which  Ex-Chief  Justice  Jones  is  Chairman,  has  reported 
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that  they  had  complied  with  all  the  requisites  .of  the  canon,  and  unani- 
mously recommended  their  admission.  Their  canonical  rights  being 
thus,  recognized,  and  no  room  being  left  for  technical  objections  on  the 
score  of  the  regularity  of  their  incorporation,  their  oppcinents,  fearing 
the  result  of  a  direct  vote  by  orders,  in  which  each  clergyman  and  each 
lay  delegation  are  compelled  to  vote  separately  and  viva  voce,  under  a 
direct  personal  responsibility,  seem  to  have  determined,  at  whatever 
hazard,  to  elude  tlie  subject.  On  the  first  day  of  the  session.  Rev.  Mr. 
Morris  moved  the  admission  of  the  Church  of  St.  Philip;  and  the  mo- 
tion was  seconded  by  John  Jay,  Esq.,  who  remarked,  that  the  example 
hitherto  set  by  the  Convention  on  this  subject  was  not  only  at  variance 
with  the  clear  intention  of  the  Constitution  and  canons,  and  derogatory 
to  their  own  character,  but  widely  injurious  to  the  cause  of  religion, 
and  most  oppressive  in  its  influence  upon  the  colored  people.  Judge 
Oakley  piotested  against  the  introduction  of  the  resolution,  as  contrary 
to  their  rules  of  order.  The  President,  Dr.  Creighton,  decided  the  mo- 
tion to  lie  out  of  order. 

On  the  second  day,  Mr.  Jay  called  up  the  subject,  by  offering  a  reso- 
lution, with  a  preamble,  referring  to  the  exclusion  of  the  colored  congre- 
gations during  successive  years,  pronouncing  such  exclusion  a  violation 
of  their  constitutional  rights,  of  catholic  unity,  apostolic  precedent,  and 
Chri>tian  brotherhood,  and  invitinor  such  churches  forthwith  to  union 
with  the  Convention,  assuring  them  of  a  cordial  and  affectionate  recep- 
tion. Great  excitement  was  at  once  manifested,  and  various  suggestions 
upon  points  of  order  wete  made ;  but  it  not  appearing  that  any  valid 
objection  could  be  made  to  the  resolution  on  this  ground,  John  C. 
Spencer,  Esq.,  who  has  distinguished  himself  by  his  bitter  opposition  to 
the  colored  churches,  rose  and  objected  to  the  reception  of  the  resolution. 
He  remarked,  that  he  wished  to  keep  this  subject  entirely  out  of  the 
Convention,  and  especially  to  keep  it  out  of  their  minutes.  He  there- 
fore moved  "  that  the  resolution  be  not  received."  There  were  a  dozen 
or  more  members,  according  to  the  report  of  the  Tribune,  rising  to 
speak,  when  the  President  rose  to  put  the  question  upon  Mr.  Spencer's 
motion.  Mr.  Jay  attempted  to  say  a  few  words,  but  was  interrupted  by 
cries  of  "Question,"  "Question,"  from  all  parts  of  the  house;  and  the 
President  again  rose  and  put  the  question,  "Shall  the  resolution  be 
received  f"  Mr.  Jay  immediately  called  for  the  vote  by  orders,  and  was 
seconded  by  the  requisite  number,  a  call  by  five  being  necessary.  The 
President  now  changed  his  mind,  and  refused  to  put  the  question,  and 
ruled  that  the  original  resolution  was  out  of  order.  Dr.  Tyiig,  in  order 
to  have  the  house  sustain  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  ajipealed  from  the 
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decision  ;  when  the  question  on  the  appeal  was  taken,  and  the  Chairman 
sustained  by  a  large  majority. 

The  election  of  a  Bishop  was  then  proceeded  with,  and  fLSulted  in 
the  election  of  Rev.  Dr.  Wainwright.  Before  the  adjournment,  on  Fri- 
day, Mr.  Jay  offered  as  an  amendment  to  Canon  IV. :  "  Of  the  admis- 
sion of  a  church  into  union  with  the  Church  in  this  Diocese,"  the  fol- 
lowing additional  section  : 

"Sect.  IIL  No  church,  applying  for  admission,  which  shall  have  been  found 
duly  incorporated  as  above  jirovided,  shall  be  refused  admission  into  union  with 
the  Convention  of  this  Diocese  on  account  of  the  race,  lineage,  color  or  com- 
plexion of  the  congregation  so  applying,  or  any  part  thereof,  or  of  the  minister 
presiding  ever  the  same ;  nor  on  account  of  any  social  or  political  disqualifica- 
tions of  any  kind  whatsoever  that  may  attacli,  or  may  be  supposed  to  attach,  to 
them  without  the  Church ;  and  all  churches  admitted  into  union  with  the  said 
Convention  shall  be  admitted  without  any  condition  or  disqualification  establish- 
ing or  recognizing  caste  in  the  Church,  upon  a  footing  of  catholic  equality  and 
Christian  brot4ierhood." 

This  amendment,  remarked  the  Protestant  Churchman,  in  its  report, 
^'^  under  the  rules,  lies  over  for  discussion  at  the  next  Convention."  That 
such  would  be  the  case,  was  stated  by  the  President  and  Secretary  at 
the  time  it  was  offered,  and  it  would  accordingly  have  a  place  upon  the 
record.  But  this  would  have  defeated  the  intention  of  Mr.  Spencer  and 
his  coadjutors  to  prevent  any  mention  of  the  subject  on  the  minutes ; 
and,  in  accordance  with  his  suggeiition,  the  record  was  mutilated  at 
an  adjourned  session  held  the  next  morning,  when  the  attendance  was 
very  meagre,  most  of  the  delegates,  Mr.  Jay  among  them,  having  gone 
to  the  country.     We  quote  the  Tribune: 

"About  ten  o'clock,  the  President  called  the  Convention  to  order,  and  the  Sec- 
retar}-  read  the  minutea  of  the  previous  day's  proceedings.  Before  approving 
the  minutes,  tlie  Convention  voted  to  omit  from  the  record  a  notice  given  by  Jolin 
Jay,  Es^}.,  that  at  the  next  session  of  the  Convention  he  would  move  certain 
amendments  to  the  Fourth  Canon.  The  reason  alleged  waa.  that  Mr.  Jay  might 
not  be  a  representative  in  the  next  Convention ;  but  the  public  will  have  their 
own  opinion  of  the  real  motive,  when  they  recollect  how  long  Mr.  J.iy  has  fought 
almost  single-handed  for  the  legal  recognition  of  the  colored  church  existing  in 
this  Dioccse." 

In  Pennsylvania,  Bishop  Potter*  has  warmly  advocated  the  admission 
of  the  colored  churches,  but  was  left  in  a  minority  by  the  Convention. 
Bishop  Wainwright,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  exert  his  episcopal  influence 
in  their  behalf  at  the  next  Convention  in  New-York.  His  recent  visit  to 
England,  and  the  stern  reproof  of  the  American  Church  by  the  Bishop  of 
O.xford,  for  its  connection  with  slavery  and  its  recognition  of  caste,  must 
have  convinced  him  that  the  shuffling  course  his  Diocesan  Convention 


♦  See  action  of  the  Pennsylvania  Episcopal  Convention. 
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has  hitherto  pursued,  if  not  instantly  checked'  and  replaced  l>y  a  decent 

regard  to  constitutional  right-,  to  parliamentary  rules,  and  to  scriptural 

principles,  will  expose  it  to  the  contempt  and  indignation  of  the  Christian 

world.     There  is  little  fear  that  colored  churches  will  be  much  longer 

excluded ;  but  it  is  deeply  to  be  regretted  that  their  admission,  when  it 

shall  come,  will  be  a  tardy  act  of  justice,  compelled,  in  a  great  measure, 

by  public  opinion,  which  has  been  already  outraged  by  the  measures 

resorted  to  for  their  exclusion,  instead  of  being,  as  it  should  have  been, 

a  prompt  and  hearty  recognition  of  the  universal  and  equal  brotherhood 

of  Christians. 

Before  dismissing  this  branch  of  the  history  of  the  times,  we  would 

revert  to  a  response  made  to  the  eloquent  speech  of  Senator  Sumner, 

copies  of  which  an  Episcopal  gentleman  had  sent  to  several  persons  in 

different  parts  of   the  country,  by  an  Episcopal  clergyman  of   South 

Carolina  : 

Letter. 
To  the  so-called,  lion.  Charlf  s  Sumner: 

Sir:  Witli  characteristic  Yankee  insolence  and  Abolition  folly,  you  have  pre- 
suuH-J  t'>  iii?ult  nic,  in  common  with  others  of  my  brethren,  by  sending  me  your 
raliid  siie'i.h,  which  I  return  with  the  expression  of  my  profound  contempt  for 
the  autliiir.  J.  W.  Simmons.* 

Spartanburi!  C.  K,  Oct.  12,  1852. 

METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH  NORTH. 

In  our  Report  for  1850,  we  showed  that  the  notion  that  the  Methodist 
Church  North  was  Anti-slavery,  was  erroneous  ;  and  that  the  separation 
between  it  and  the  Methodist  Church  South  was  not  brought  about  by 
the  opposition  of  the  Northern  party  to  slavery.  This  has  been  denied, 
but  we  have  evidence  that  the  assertion  heretofore  made  was  true. 

At  the  last  General  Conference  the  whole  subject  was  ignored.  In 
answer  to  numerous  petitions  for  the  Church  to  take  a  bold  anti-slavery 
ground,  a  report  was  prepared,  urging  that  nothing  be  done,  to  secure 
peace.  The  report  was  not  even  called  up.  A  member  wished  to  pro- 
pose a  plan  for  the  gradual  removal  of  the  sin  from  the  Church,  but  he 
was  "choked  down."  It  was  stated  by  prominent  members  of  the  Con- 
ference, at  its  sitting,  that  their  wish  was  to  gather  as  many  slaveholders 
as  possible  within  the  pale  of  the  Church,  and  no  one  denied  it.  Nine 
Conferences  have  been  formed  by  the  Northern  branch  in  slave  States, 
and  a  wi-L  was  expressed  that  by  another  four  years  they  might  have  a 
Conference  in  every  Southern  State,  it  being  understood  that  slavchold- 


*  We  cojiy  thf'  above  from  the  Kationa!  Era,  with  th'-  remark  of  tlie  eilitor, 
that  tlie  writer  of  the  letter  was  recently  th'-  njini-ter  of  St  St(-i>hcn'.-  Chapel, 
Charleston,  S.  C. ;  and  that  hi.-  epir'tle  wab  published  without  the  jirivity  of  Mr. 
Sumner. 
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in<y  would  be  no  bar  to  membership.*  A  regular  Conforonce  member 
of  this  Church,  who  acknowledges  that  he  has  been  one  of  those  who 
insisted  that  the  M.  E.  Church  North  was  anti-slavery,  in  the  Nutional 
Era  of  September  9,  1852,  communicated  the  above  facts,  and  added  : 

"  Now  look  at  these  facta,  and  say  what  is  the  position  of  the  M.  R  Church, 
judged  by  her  highest  assembly.  But,  says  a  good  brother  at  my  side  who 
declares  the  Church  is  anti-slavery  \m  the  baek-bone,  'there  it  is  in  the  Discipline 
as  strong  as  ever;  they  have  not  touched  that'  Ay!  and  where  olrte  is  it,  except 
in  the  Discipline?  Of  what  use  is  it  there,  so  long  as  the  Church  does  not  act 
upon  it? 

"And  now,  one  word  to  my  brethren  in  ^Jie  ministry.  In  the  name  of  honesty, 
before  God,  brethren,  let  us  no  more  say  we  are  an  Anti-slavery  Church  :  let  us 
acknowledge  before  high  Heaven  that  the  foul  slime  of  the  ih'in^r  is  on  \i3;  and 
let  us  pray,  and  weep,  and  labor  night  and  day,  until  (jod  in  mercy  move  in  oar 
behalfi  and  purify  our  Zion  of  the  vilest  thing  that  ever  saw  the  sun." 

This  surely  is  a  melancholy  picture  of  the  best  half  of  the  Church  in 
this  country  founded  by  the  venerable  Wesley.  But,  io  justice  to  the 
large  number  of  its  members  who  are  valiantly  waging  a  moral  battle 
for  the  truth,  against  pro-slavery  Methodists  both  North  and  South,  we 
add,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  Anti-slavery  cau.-e  is  a<^lvancing  in 
the  M.  E.  Church  at  this  time.  Three  Annual  Conferences  in  this  State 
have  passed  resolution9,  by  large  majorities,  against  the  Fugitive  Slave 
Bill,  and  in  favor  of  such  an  amendment  of  the  Discipline  as  will  wholly 
exclude  slavery  from  the  Church.  Other  Conferences  have  passed  reso- 
lutions of  nearly  the  same  general  character,  condemning  slavery  and 
expressing  a  desire  that  it  be  extirpated  from  the  Church  and  the  world. 
The  periodical  literature  is  said  to  be  more  than  ever  in  the  hands  of  Anti- 
slavery  men,  and  some  portions  of  it  doing  effective  service  in  favor  of 
emi-'^oipation.  New-England  has  long  been  in  advance  on  this  subject 
of  most  other  portions  of  this  Church.  The  fallowing  is  some  evidence 
of  it: 

At  the  session  of  the  MethcKlist  Conference  at  Ipswich,  May  2d,  the 
Committee  on  S'avery  reported  the  following  series  of  resolutions,  which, 
after  considerable  discussion,  were  adopted : 

"1.  That  as  a  Conference  we  are  as  fully  and  deeply  convinced  as  ever  that 
all  voluntar}'  slaveholding,  or  the  holding  of  slaves  in  bondage  for  the  sake  of 
gain,  under  any  circumstances,  is  a  flagrant  sin  against  God  and  humanity. 

"2.  That  it  is  our  deliberate  and  settled  opinion  that  no  more  persons  guilty 
of  the  sin  of  slaveholding  should  be  admittea  as  members  into  our  Church. 

"3.  That  we  are  fully  persuaded  that  if  a  proper  discipline  were  duly  admin- 


•  A  minister  of  this  denomination  who  undertook  to  defend  the  Church  North, 
just  before  the  meeting  of  Conference,  against  the  charge  of  ita  being  a  pro-slavery 
body,  said  shortly  afterwards  at  a  preachers'  meeting,  in  alluding  to  the  defense 
he  had  offered,  "The  action  of  our  Conference  cast  the  he  into  my  teeth,  for  not 
one  third  of  tlie  committee  to  whom  the  suliject  was  committed  would  enter- 
tain it" 
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istored,  or  if  the  ppirit  even  of  our  present  Discipline  were  full}'  carried  out,  all 
voluntarj  slaveholders  would  soon  be  either  brought  to  rtpentiinco  and  reforma- 
tion of  life,  or  for  the  sin  of  slaveliolding  be  expelled  from  the  Chnrch. 

"4.  That  as  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  whether  our  Discipline,  as  it 
now  reads,  would  exclude  such  persons  from  our  communion,  it  is  ilie  sense  of 
this  Conference,  that  the  Discipline  should  be  so  altered  and  amended  as  to  include 
a  well-defined  and  clearly  expressed  rule,  prohibiting  their  rece]>tion  into  the 
communion  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church." 

It  is  hoped  that  every  Conference  in  the  free  States  will  imitate  this 
noble  example,  and  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  this  branch  of 
the  Church  of  Christ  will,  as  a  whole,  take  the  right  position,  and  treat 
slaveholding  as  it  now  treats  adultery  and  murder. 


METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH  SOUTH. 

It  will  not,  probably,  be  doubled  that  the  position  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  South  is  decidedly  and  openly  pro-slavery.  One  single 
fact  may  suffice  here. 

One  of  the  most  observable  results  of  the  corrupting  influence  of 
slavery,  is  the  repudiation  by  its  sujiporters  of  principles  of  equality,  free- 
dom and  justice,  solemnly  and  publicly  avowed  by  the  nation  or  the 
Church,  or  accepted  by  the  people.  This  is  occasionally  done  directly, 
frankly,  but  oftener  more  cautiously,  by  a  method  of  construction  or 
interpretation  which  emasculates  the  sentiment,  leaving  nothing  but  pow- 
erless and  empty  words.  The  direct  method  is  the  one  adoj»ted  by  South 
Carolinians,  as  we  have  often  seen.  A  few  weeks  since,  the  slaveholding 
Methodists  of  that  State  gave  a  new  proof  of  the  character  and  object 
of  their  supreme  devotion.  We  allude  to  the  passage  of  a  vote  by  the 
South  Carolina  Conference,  expunging  from  the  Methodist  Book  of  Disci- 
pline the  section  upon  slavery. 

An  attempt  had  previously  been  made  to  procure  such  action  from  the 
Methodist  Church  South,  but  that  body  preferred  the  cunning  expedient 
of  repudiating  without  formally  expunging  the  objectionable  section,  and 
so  ordered  a  note  to  be  appended  to  the  section,  declaring  the  sense  of 
the  Conference  that  it  was  to  be  regarded  as  a  dead  letter  and  entirely 
inoperative.  This  kind  of  temporizing  did  not  satisfy  the  South  Carolina 
Metliodi-ts,  and  hence  they  have  taken  the  responsibility  of  striking  it 
from  the  li-ok  of  Discipline,  and  publishing  an  expurgation  for  the  use 
of  their  (Lurches. 

This  ]h  the  section  referred  to  : 

"Section  X. — Of  Slavery. 
"Qufif. — W}iat  shall  be  done  for  the  extirpation  of  the  evi's  of  slaverj- ? 
"Ann. —  1.   ^W  (ic-clare   that  we  are  as  niiich  as  ever  convinced  of  the  great 
evil  of  slavery:  therefore  no  slaveliolder  shall  be  eligible  to  any  official  station 
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inourCharch  hereafter,  where  the  laws  of  the  State  in  which  he  lives  will  admit 
of  emaneipution,  and  permit  the  liberated  slave  to  enjoy  freedom. 

"2.  When  any  travelling  preacher  becomes  an  owner  of  a  slave  or  slaves  by 
any  means,  he  shall  forfeit  his  ministerial  character  in  our  Church,  unlesa  he 
execute,  if  it  be  practicable,  a  legal  emancipation  of  such  slaves,  conformably  to 
the  laws  o!  the  State  in  which  he  lives. 

"  S.  All  our  preachers  shall  prudently  enforce  upon  our  members  the  necessity 
of  t^jaching  their  slaves  to  read  the  Word  of  God;  and  to  allow  them  time  to 
attend  upon  the  public  worship  of  God  on  our  regular  days  of  divine  service." 

*  And  yet  this  Church  seems  peculiarly  zealous  in  the  work  of  evangel- 
izing the  colored  people,  according  to  their  standard  of  evangelical 
religion !  fc 

"Aceor<ling  to  the  Seventh  Annual  Report  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
South,  120  missions  and  111  missionaries  are  sustained  by  that  Church  among  the 
ooLv»J  people  of  the  South — the  number  of  members  bt-ing  33,378,  and  the 
number  of  children  and  adults  receiving  instruction,  16,385.  This  Church,  we 
presume,  is  by  far  the  most  active  in  the  work  of  missions  among  the  slaves ;  but 
when  we  remember  that  the  coIore<l  population  of  the  South  is  over  three  raillions, 
how  utterly  inadequate  are  their  means  of  religious  instruction,  reasoning  upon 
the  data  fui'nished  above  !  "  * 

To  this  it  should  be  added,  that  the  religious  instruction  of  the  slaves, 
so  far  as  we  know,  is  exclusively  oral,  or  nearly  so  ;  that  they  are  not 
furnished  with  Bibles,  and  are  taught  that  the  Bible  sanctions  slavery. 


BAPTISTS. 

There  appears  to  have  been  very  little  direct  or  specific  action  of  the 
Baptist  churches  against  slavery  during  the  past  year.  Some  of  the 
Associations  have  passed  anti-slavery  resolutions,  but  they  do  not  appear 
to  have  led  to  any  practical  results.  In  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Union,  which  held  its  anniversary  on  the  19th  and  20th  May, 
1852,  is  the  following  paragraph  : 

''Slaveholders  separated  frcm  the  Mission  Churches. — It  was  stated  in  our  last 
Report  that  Lorn-spondence  had  been  opened  with  the  mission  in  refen-nce  to 
its  relations  to  jlavchi)ldintr;  from  individuals,  members  of  churches,  being  (slave- 
holders. The  last  communication  received,  dated  in  March,  announces  that  'slave- 
holding  has  been  separated  from  all  our  churches.'  '  1  trust,'  adds  Mr.  Joirv,  '  that 
our  brethren  will  unite  with  us  in  tiianksgiviiig  for  our  deliverance  from  so  great 
an  evil;  and  I  trust  also,  that  our  more  ardent  friends  will  not  make  any  vain- 
glorious parade  about  it:  for  there  is  no  glory  due  to  anyone  but  God,  whose 
wise  and  gracious  providence  has  brought  the  whole  thing  to  pass." 

That  this  matter  ever  engaged  the  attention  of  the  "  Union"  at  all, 
we  are  assured,  was  owing  to  an  external  pressure  of  anti-slavery  senti- 
ment originating  with  free  missionists.  All  it  had  done  in  the  premises 
ia  expressed   in  four  words :  "  Correspondence  had  been  opened ;"  and 


'National  Era,  October  21,  1852, 
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this  had  been  done  reluctantly,  tardily,  and  because  it  could  not  well  be 
avoided. 

In  the  meantime,  the  "  Union,"  in  common  with  the  other  great  bene 
volent  or£janizationsin  this  denomination — the  Home  Missionary  Society. 
the  two  Bible  Societies,  and  the  Publication  Society — adheres,  in  respect 
to  the  slavery  question,  to  its  old  position  of  professed  neutrality,  inviting 
slaveholders  and  non-slaveholders  alike  to  its  membership;  holding 
them  alike  eligible  to  all  offices  and  appointments  in  its  gift;  receiving 
alike  their  proffered  cont#butions  for  religious  purposes,  and,  in  a  word, 
putting  no  difference  between  them. 

The  gt-neral  separation  of  Southern  from  Northern  Baptists  in  bene- 
volent operations  is  sometimes  urged  as  evio^nce  that  the  latter  have  no 
connection  or  sympathy  with  slavery;  but  they  who  think  so  do  not 
properly  consider  the  motives  and  character  of  that  separation.  It  was 
one,  not  of  principle,  but  of  policy.  The  South  had  recourse  to  it  as  a 
measure  of  expediency.  The  North  submitted  to  it  as  a  matter  of 
necessity.  Its  object  was  to  prevent  the  constant  collision  of  elements 
that  would  not  coalesce  without  essentially  impairing  the  harmony  of 
those  who,  respectively,  would  mould  and  shape  these  elements  to  their 
own  purposes.  Hence,  there  has  been  from  the  first,  between  the  leaders 
of  the  Northern  and  Southern  organizations,  a  cordial  fraternization. 
That  there  are  many  sincere  Anti-slavery  men  connected  with  the  North- 
ern branch  of  this  family  of  Societies,  is  not  to  be  denied;  but;the  posi- 
tion in  which  that  connection  places  them  prevents  to  a  great  extent  the 
effective  development  of  their  anti  slavery  tendencies. 

We  lament  to  be  obliged  to  record  such  a  state  of  things.  The  Bap- 
tists in  England  and  in  the  British  colonies  have  done  so  much  for  free- 
dom, that  :k  one  time  it  was  expected  that  the  Baptists  in  this  country 
would  take  the  lead  in  anti-slavery  effort.  For  a  time,  many  were  zealous 
in  the  cause;  but  the  "martyr-spirit"  that  distinguished  British  and 
American  Baptists  in  former  times  does  not  appear  to  exist  in  the  lead- 
ing minds  in  this  denomination  at  the  present  time,  so  far,  at  least,  as 
anti-slavery  effort  is  concerned.     Shall  it  always  be  so? 

SEVENTH-DAY    BAPTISTS. 

This  religious  body  is  true  to  the  Anti-slavery  cause.  At  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Eastern  Association  at  Waterford,  Conn.,  May,  1852,  the 
folluwini^r  resolutions  were  adopted: 

.S,  I{.li«viriv'  it  to  be  the  duty  of  tlit  Church  to  bear  testimony  apainst  sin 
wli.rcvcr  found,  wlictherin  individuals  or  collcctivf  l«>dich;  and  b<lit  vinj,'  that 
slavi-rv.  a.-,  it  <xist>  in  our  countn',  involve?  thi-  iii(>»it  flutrrant  i-ins.  and  ahnoKt  a 
toljil  KubviT'^ion  of  (.'lii-istian  jirinciplc  ;  thorcfor* — 

he»f,litil,  {\.f  Tliat  vv<-  enter  our  solemn  j>ix>test  ajrainst  the  syftem  of  Aineriean 
filaverj-,  a.-  a  (-in  aL'ain^t  God,  and  a  libel  uj>on  our  national  declaration,  that  '•  all 
nien  are  created  kjuuI  " 
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Setohed,  (2.)  That  we  regard  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law  as  an  atrocious  violation 
at  tha  right«  of  humanity  and  the  principles  of  the  gospel — the  enforcement  of 
vhiisb  actually  prohibita  the  discharge  of  duties  which  are  obligatory  on  every 
C  ■''  CSiristian ;  and  tnafc  to  aid  in  its  execution  would  be  treason  to  Jesus  Christ 

Resolvai,  (3.)  That,  as  an  Association  of  Christian  churches,  we  disclaim  all 
feUowahip  with  slavery  or  its  abettors, 

David  Dusy,  Moderator. 
H.  EL  Bakek,  Rec.  See. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  General  Conference  at  Plainfield,  N.  J.,  Sep- 
tember," 1852,  the  following  Resolutions  passed: 

Resolved,  That  we  reaffirm  our  abhorrence  of  the  system  of  American  slavery  ; 
aad  that  we  deprecate  the  passage  and  enforcement  of  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law, 
aa  hostile  to  the  rights  of  humanity,  and  in  conflict  with  the  law  of  God  and  the 
benevolent  spirit  of  the  gospeL 

.''*-r^  J A^im  BiJi£Y,  Moderator. 

H.  H.  Bakek,    1  *1    -,^ 

J.  M.  Allen,      !-  Secretaries. 

A.    C.    BCRDICK.  ) 

FREEWILL   BAPTISTS. 

This  scion  of  the  old  Roger  Williams'  stock  is,  with  regard  to  the 
Anti-slavery  cause,  unquestionably  sound.  The  last  General  Conference 
was  held  in  1850.*  The  anti-slavery  resolutions  then  taken  have  been 
vigorously  sustained  by  the  yearly  and  quarterly  meetings  and  the 
churches ;  and  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  at  the  next  Conference, 
October  next,  still  stronger  ground  will  be  taken  by  this  Church.  At 
an  early  day  of  the  anti-slavery  agitation  in  this  country,  it  took  the 
position,  in  theory  and  practice,  that  it  is  a  grief  to  the  spirit  of  Christ  to 
admit  those  guilty  of  holding  their  fellow-men  as  property,  either  to  church 
fellowship  or  communion.  Notwithstanding  the  obloquy  cast  upon  them 
/  by  the  ungodly  and  by  worldly  professors  of  religion  in  consequence  of  this 

uncompromising  and  scriptural  determination,  a  large  increase  of  mem- 
bers has  taken  place,  and  at  the  same  time,  we  believe,  a  great  moral  in- 
fluence in  the  community.  All  who  unite  with  them,  covenant  to  sus- 
tain the  Anti-slavery  enterprise,  and  the  other  benevolent  enterprises  of 
the  day.  The  Morning  Star^  a  weekly  paper  of  the  Freewell  Baptists, 
is  one  of  the  best-edited  and  best-printed  newspapers  in  the  country  ; 
and  the  Free  Baptist  Quarterly,  devoted  to  "Truth  and  Progress," 
recently  commenced,  is  an  able  publication.  Both  of  them,  of  course, 
advocate,  decidedly  and  unreservedly,  the  Anti-slavery  cause. 

CONOREGATIONALISTS. 

Thb  General  Association  of  Congregational  Ministers  in  Massachu- 
setts, at  their  meeting  ij^  Yarmouth  in  June,  1852,  adopted  the  following 
Resolutions : 


*8ee  our  Annua  Jfgport  of  1851,  for  its  anti-slavery  action  at  that  time. 
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"  Ist,  That  in  continuing  our  correspondence  with  Southern  ecclepiastical  bodicp, 
this  Association,  so  far  from  expressing  any  satisfaction  with  the  practice  of 
slaveholdintr,  desire  it  to  be  understood  that,  in  connection  with  otlier  objects,  it 
is  for  the  purpose  of  bearing  tlieir  continued  and  earnest  testimony  against  the 
sin  of  slaveholding,  and  exerting  their  appropriate  influence  in  favor  of  its 
speedy  removal 

"2(3,  Tliat  wl)ile  the  General  Association  of  Massachusetts  entertain  a  profound 
regard  for  our  large  Publishing  Societies,  and  rejoice  in  the  great  good  they  are 
accomplishing,  they  would  express  an  earnest  desire  that  tliese  Societies  would 
not  make  the  subject  of  slaver^'  an  exception  in  their  efforts  to  rid  the  world  of 
all  iniquity  by  dltfusing  throughout  it  an  evangelical  literature,  but  would  set 
forth  in  their  publications  the  sentiment  of  our  common  Christianity  on  the 
enormous  sin  of  slavery,  with  the  same  freedom  and  faithfulness  with  which 
they  exliibit  and  rebuke  all  other  sins." 

A  Congregational  Convention  that  assemble<.l  atMANSFiELD,  Ohio, 
June  23d,  1852,  adapted  the  following  Resolutions  : 

^'Jiesolvcd.  Tlint  we  regard  American  slavery  as  both  a  great  evil  and  a  great 
violation  of  the  law  of  God  and  of  the  rights  of  man  ;  and  that  we  deem  it  our 
sacred  duty  to  prot^^st,  by  ever}-  Christian  means,  against  slaveholding,  and 
against  any  and  all  acts  which  recognize  the  false  and  pernicious  princijile  that 
makes  merchandise  of  man. 

"Resolved,  Tiiat,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Convention,  the  Congregational  Con- 
ference of  the  State  of  Ohio  which  we  propose  to  form  should  hold  no  ecclesi- 
astical correspondence  with  slaveholding  bodies." 

The  above  were  adopted  by  unanimous  vote,  and  the  Conference  duly 
formed. 

CoNyENTioN  AT  Albany, — A  Very  large  number  of  lay  and  clerical 
delegates  from  various  Congregational  churches  throughout  the  country 
assembled  at  Albany,  N.Y.,  October  5, 1852.  The  most  interesting  and 
important  discussion  during  the  session  occurred  on  the  third  subject  report- 
ed for  consideration,  on  "  the  system  of  operations  of  the  American  Home 
Missionary  Society."  The  Society  had  given  offense  to  large  numbers 
of  Congregationalists  in  consequence  of  sustaining  several  ministers  of 
churches  in  the  slave  States,  into  which  slaveholders  are  admitted  and 
treated  as  members  in  good  standing.  The  Committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  committed  agreed  to  report  the  following  Resolutions,  by  a 
vot€  of  9  to  6  : 

"Believing  that  those  who  for  their  own  advantage  hold  and  use  their  fellow- 
men  as  slaves  violate  a  cardinal  principle  of  true  religion,  and  oucrht  not  to  be 
receivfd  into  Cliristian  churches;  it  is  our  opinion  that  churclies  which  recog- 
nize such  slaveholders  as  worthy  of  membership  ought  not  to  receive  aid  from 
the  Ameiican  Home  Missionary  Society;  and  tlierefore,  in  dispensing  the  funds 
with  which  it  is  intrusted  by  the  Christian  public,  it  should  give  aid  to  such 
churches  onh'  as  refuse  such  recognition." 

Dr.  Peters,  the  chairman,  on  behalf  of  the  minority  of  the  Committee, 
moved  to  substitute  the  following: 

"Jie^rtlffd,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Convention,  it  is  the  tendency  of  the 
gospel,  wherever  it  is  preached  iu  its  puritj-,  to  correct  all  social  evilo,  and  to 
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destroy  sin  in  all  its  forms;  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  Missionary  Societies  to 
grant  aid  to  churches  in  slaveholdint;  States,  in  the  support  of  such  ministers 
only  as  shall  endeavor,  with  simplicity  of  purpose,  and  with  a  wise  discretion 
in  their  ministry,  so  to  preach  the  gospel  and  commend  it  to  the  hearts  and 
consciences  of  men,  that^  with  the  blessins;  of  God,  it  shall  have  its  full  effect 
in  mitigating  the  oppression  of  slavery,  and  leading  to  its  ultimate  abolition."* 

A  warm  debate  ensued.  Several  rnotiona  and  counter-motions  were 
made,  one  of  them  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table,  but  they  did 
not  succeed.  In  the  midst  of  considerable  excitement,  Lewis  Tappan 
moved  that  the  two  reports  be  re-committed,  with  instructions  to  the 
Committee  to  bring  in,  if  possible,  a  unanimous  report.  The  same  eve- 
ning, Dr.  Peters,  to  the  agreeable  surprise  of  a  large  portion  of  the  mem- 
bers, reported  a  resolution  that  had  been  unanimously  agreed  upon  by 
the  Committee : 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Convention,  it  is  the  tendency  of  the 
gospel,  wherever  preaohfil  in  ita  purity,  to  correct  all  social  evnls,  and  to  destroy 
sin  in  all  its  forms;  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  Missionary  Societies  to  grant  aid 
to  churches  in  slaveholdiDg  States  in  the  support  of  sufh  ministers  only  as  shall 
so  preach  the  cjospel,  and  inculcate  the  principles  and  application  of  gospel 
discipline,  that,  with  the  blessing  of  (ivd,  it  shall  have  its  fiill  effect  in  awaken- 
ing and  cnli^ht'iiing  the  moral  !»en9e  in  .espect  to  slaver}',  and  in  bringin;;  to 
pass  the  six-i'dy  abolition  of  that  stupendous  wroug;  and  that  wherever  a 
minister  is  ni>t  [lermiited  so  to  preach,  he  should,  in  accordance  with  the  direc- 
tions of  Christ  in  such  ciwea,  "depart  out  of  that  city." 

The   resolution    was   adopted   almost  by   acclamation;    but  there  is 
reason  to  apprehend  that  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society  will 
/.'      not  carry  out  the  views  of  the  Convention  when  they  adopted  the  resolu- 
tion.    Probably  some  who  voted  for  it  expected  such  a  result 

Mr.  Lewis  Tappan  then  offered  a  resolution  in  condemnation  of  the 
Fugitive  Slave  Bill,  in  language  very  similar  to  that  used  in  Dr.  Marsh's 
resolution  on  temperance,  that  had  been  unanimously  adopted  the  pre- 
vious day  ;  but  a  strenuous  opposition  being  made  to  it  by  a  few  persons, 
the  subject  was  postponed  until  the  next  morning.  At  the  commence- 
ment of  the  next  day's  session,  Mr.  Tappan  said  : 

"Aft'^r  a  consultation  with  a  number  of  members,  he  had  conclud*>d  not  to 
bring  up  his  nsolution.  Several  members  had  left  for  their  homes,  and  some 
misapprelii-iided  the  object  There  was  not  time  for  explanation  and  discussion, 
and  the  moral  victory  obtained  last  evening,  in  adopting  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee respecting  the  missionaries  of  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society, 
was  deemed  by  several  sufficient  at  the  present  time.  Undt-r  these  circumstances, 
although  he  believed  that  a  large  portion  of  the  Convention  would  be  found  to 
concur  in  the  resolution,  he  had  determined  not  to  press  the  question." 

It  was  evident  that  several  leading  men  in  the  Convention  were  deci- 
dedly opposed  to  the  resolution,  although  its  language  was  unexception- 

♦Tliis  resolution,  representing  the  views  of  the  conservative  portion  of  the 
Convention,  shows  the  prevalence  of  the  anti-slavery  sentiment  in  the  free 
Statea 
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able.  Still  it  is  a  subject  of  profound  gratitude  tbat  the  labors  of  anti- 
slavery  Christians  have  had  so  much  effect  as  to  bring  about  the  adop- 
tion of  sentiments  so  far  in  advance  of  those  entertained  by  the  Church 
generallv  a  few  years  since. 

THE    REFORMED    PRESDYTERIAX    CHURCH    IN    NORTH    AMERICA. 

Slavery  has  long  since  been  removed  from  this  Church.  In  1800,  Rev. 
Dr.  Alexander  McLeod,  of  New- York  city,  being  invited  to  settle  at 
Wallkill,  and  learning  that  there  were  holders  of  slaves  in  the  congrega- 
tion, urged  that  fact  as  a  motive  for  dechning  the  call.  The  Presbytery 
having,  by  the  stand  thus  taken,  the  subject  regularly  before  them, 
resolved  to  purge  the  Church  of  the  sin.  They  enacted  that  no  slave- 
holder should  1)6  retained  in  their  communion.  Rev.  Messrs.  James 
McKenney  and  Samuel  B.  Wylie  were  appointed  a  committee  to  visit 
South  Carolina,  where  they  abolished  the  practice  of  holding  slaves 
among  the  members  of  their  Church  at  the  South.  The  Presbytery 
api'ruved  of  the  services  of  the  committee,  and  required  of  their  connec- 
tion a  general  emancipation.  No  slaveholder  has  since  been  admitted  to 
their  communion. 

The  measures  of  the  committee  were  as  follows :  Meeting  with  the 
several  congregations  where  slaves  were  held  by  church  members,  they 
directed  the  slaves  to  be  brought  before  them.  Those  who  were  able  to 
take  care  of  themselves  they  set  free  at  once.  Those  who,  from  advanced 
age,  extreme  youth,  or  other  reasons,  were  considered  incompetent,  were 
placed  under  the  immediate  care  of  the  Sessions  of  the  Church,  to 
receive  full  liberty  when  prepared  for  it;  and  all  deeds  of  emanci- 
pation were  recorded  in  the  proper  civil  court.  One  individual  only 
declined  to  submit  to  the  Presbytery's  deed  of  emancipation.  The  people 
in  general  were  in  very  moderate  circumstances,  but  "Christian  principle 
triumphed  over  self-interest;  and  in  several  other  parts  of  the  United 
States,  men  sacrificed  on  the  altar  of  religion  the  'property'  which  the 
civil  law  gave  them  in  their  fellow-men." 

In  March,  1850,  in  a  letter  from  the  General  Synod  of  this  Church  to 
the  Synod  in  Scotland,*  it  was  said  : 

"As  a  Cliuich  we  continue  to  maintain  a  decided  teetiniony  apninst  this  preat 
.social  sill  and  grievous  wronf?.  We  have  several  congrctrntions  in  the  slave- 
hclijn:,'  St;it,-^.  hut  no  slaveholders  are  admitted  to  tlicir  eoniniunion.  Our 
j«-«i].l.-  will  II, ,t  .  \  ,1,  hii-f-  a  elavc,  when  the  proceeds  of  his  labor  go  to  him  who 
claiiii^  to  he  lii-  owner.  The  existence  of  slavery  is  a  standing  item  in  our 
cau.-r*  of  fu-tii!-  ji:.J  humiliation  from  year  to  year';  and  the  voice  of  our  minls- 

♦  Thi-  I.  tt.  r  w.".,  written  l)y.T.  X.  M<-Leod,  I).D.,  of  this  city;  the  same  gentle- 
man wh>'.  \:|.war.i-  of  twenty  years  ago,  wrote  arguments  which  were  publishc*', 
taking  ground  ^o  ai.ly  maintained  in  Senator  Sumner's  sj.eecli. 


102  ANNUAL   REPORT. 

ten  and  people  is  heard,  in  instruction,  remonstrances,  and  warning  respecting 
it,  on  all  beconoing  occasions,  through  the  pFess,  and  from  the  pulpit  and  the 
platform." 

Ta  1852,  the  General  Synod  expressed  the  views  of  this  Church  on 
slavery,  and  especially  on  the  subject  of  the  Fugitive  Slave  Bill,  in  the 
followino:  terras : 


o 


"As  friends  of  humanity  and  of  the  cause  of  Christ,  we  are  bound  to  deplore 
the  exiatence  of  slavery  in  any  part  of  the  world.  But  especially  are  we  bound 
to  lament  and  deplore  the  continuance  and  spread  of  this  monster  evil  in  our 
own  land,  in  the  mal-administration  of  our  good  civil  Constitution,  and  under 
the  sanction  of  law.  We  deplore  it  as  a  sin  ai^ainst  God,  involving  tiiis  nation 
in  deepest  guilt,  and  a  crime  against  man  of  the  most  aggravated  character. 
"We  are  bound,  too,  to  lament  the  countenance  given  to  this  monster  sin  by  pro- 
fessing Christians  and  by  the  American  churches,  \vhich  consider  it  no  bar  to 
Christian  communion.  We  are  convinced  that  it  but  requires  that  the  Christian 
churches  of  America  should  withdraw  their  countenance  from  the  unjust  and 
cruel  system,  and  faithfully  exhibit  the  truths  of  that  gospel  which  condemnts 
oppression,  denounces  injustice,  and  proclaims  liberty  to  the  captive,  in  order 
that  the  institution  of  slavery  may  languish  and  die,  and  therefore  that  tlie  awful 
responsibility  of  perpetuating  its  evils  rests  mainly  on  professors  of  Christianity. 
We  are  bound  especially  to  protest  against  the  law  usually  called  the  'Fugitive 
Slave  Law,'  as  a  disgrace  to  the  age  and  country  in  which  we  live.  By  its 
legally  compelling  the  people  of  the  free  States  to  aid  in  the  capture  of  fugitives 
from  bondage,  it  involves  the  whole  Union  in  the  guilt  of  slavery,  tramples  oa 
Statrt  rights  and  the  rights  of  man  and  of  conscience.  It  exhibits  an  example 
of  legislation  calculated  to  make  our  boast  of  freedom  an  empty  name,  and  to 
retard  the  progress  of  liberty  throughout  the  world.  By  its  practical  operation 
in  remanding  men  and  women  and  children  into  endless  slavery,  it  tends  to  blunt 
the  moral  sensibilities  of  our  nature,  and  extinguish  the  love  of  liberty  in  the 
breasts  of  freemen.  Instances  of  cruelty  have  already  occurred  which  ought  to 
make  even  paganism  itself  blush. 

"Although  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  more  than  half  a  century  ago 
has  rid  herself  of  any  connection  with  slavery,  has  no  fellowship  with  sUve- 
holders,  and  has  during  all  that  period  uttered  a  distinct  testimony  against  n^is 
crying  abomination  in  our  land,  yet  as  witnesses  for  truth  we  feel  called  upon  to 
renew  this  testimony  in  most  decided  terms,  because  this  dreadful  evil  has 
recently  been  gaining  renewed  strength  under  the  sanction  of  ecclesiastical 
connivance  and  civil  enactments.  Even  nom,  attempts  are  in  progress  to 
strangle  the  genius  of  liberty  by  congressional  resolutions,  declaring  the  com/p 
promises  a  '  finality.'  "  Is  not  this  the  fast  that  I  have  chosen,  to  loose  the  hand**^ 
of  wickednes-s,  to  undo  the  heavy  burdens,  and  to  let  the  oppressed  go  free,  and 
that  ye  break  every  yoke?  Is  it  not  to  deal  thy  bread  to  the  hungry;  and  that 
thou  bring  the  poor  that  are  cast  out  to  thy  house?  When  thou  seest  the 
naked,  that  thou  cover  him,  and  that  thou  hide  not  thyself  from  thine  own 
flesh?'    Isa.  IviiL  6,  7." 

Tliere  is  another  ecclesiastical  body  in  this  country,  bearing  the  same 
name,  that  seceded  from  the  above  some  twenty  years  ago.  Both  agree 
as  to  slavery  in  general,  though  the  seceding  body  differs  with  the  other 
in  the  view  taken  of  the  Government  connection  with  slavery.  The 
8«ceder3  believe  that  the  evil  is  constitutional  and  essential,  and  therefore 
disown  the  Government,  at  least  in  theory.  The  body,  of  which  we  have 
spoken  at  some  length,  believe  that  slavery  is  a  great  inconsistency  with 
our  Constitution,  and  the  whole  genius  of  our  institutions — an  evil  to  be 
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reformed  and  taken  away  from  institutions  otherwise  good.  For  this  they, 
in  common  with  many  other  Christians,  labor  and  support  the  Government 
in  all  they  believe  to  be  right;  and  while  they  consider  it  imperfect  and 
wrong  in  many  things,  in  constitution  and  administration,  they  are 
thankful  it  is  as  good  as  it  is. 

THE    EVANGKUCAL   ASSOCIATION. 

This  denomination,  numbering  about  twenty-five  thousand  communi- 
cants and  three  hundred  and  fifty  ministers,  have  not  a  slaveholder  in 
their  Church,  and  cannot,  agreeably  to  their  rules,  receive  any  such.  In 
their  Discipline  is  the  following : 

"of  slaveet. 

"  Question.  "Wliat  is  to  be  done  respecting  elaveholders  and  the  elave-trnde  ? 

"Ansv-cr.  We  have  long  since  been  convinced  that  the  buying  aiui  Felling  of 
men  and  w«nien,  and  slaverj',  is  a  great  evil,  and  ought  to  be  abhorred  hy  every 
Christian:  be  it  therefore  known  to  all  fellow-meniber«,  that  none  shall  be 
allowed,  under  an}-  pretense  or  condition  whatever,  the  holding  of  slaves  or  the 
trafficking  in  the  same." 

Such  is  the  doctrine  of  this  Church.  We  understand  that  the  Church 
is  united  in  regard  to  it.     No  opposition  manifests  itself. 


SOCIETY  OF  FRIENDS. 

Tliis  denomination,  like  several  others,  has  been  divided  into  two  bodies. 
In  theory  both  have  maintained  determined  opposition  to  slavery.  Albert 
Barnes,  in  his  work  on  slavery,  passed  a  high  and  well-nieritc-d  c-ulogium 
upon  the  Friends,  for  their  early  and  thorough  discipline  on  iho  subject. 
In  this  country,  as  well  as  in  England,  this  highly-res|»ectable  body  did 
much  with  regard  to  measures  for  the  extinction  of  the  slave-trade ;  and 
both  abroad  and  in  the  United  States,  some  of  the  most  active  and  influ- 
ential members  of  conventions  to  form  Anti-slavery  Societies,  and  to  airry 
out  the  principles  adopted,  have  been  Friends.  But  in  this  country,  truth 
obliges  us  to  say,  the  Friends  have  stood  aloof  from  the  Anti-slavery 
reform,  in  much  greater  numbers,  proportionably,  than  they  have  in  Eng- 
land ;  and,  we  may  be  permitted  to  observe,  testimony  against  slavery, 
unaccompanied  by  appropriate  «nd  eflBcient  action,  is  like  faith  without 
WORKS — "  dead,  being  alone." 

Last}  ear,  the  New-York  Yeariy  Meeting  (Orthodox)  a. 'opted  and  widely 
circulated  an  address  to  the  people  of  the  United  Slate^  on  the  subject 
of  slavery.  We  do  not  know  that  any  other  body  of  Friends,  sinc^  1 851, 
has  done  any  thing  in  reference  to  the  subject,  excepting  "  Indiana 
Meeting  for  Sufferings."     A  proposition  was  made  to  call  a  meeting  <or 
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the  purpose  of  considering  the  propriety  of  memorializing  Congres.s  against 
the  Fugitive  SJave  Bil),  and  "  fully  united  with."  When  this  was  settled, 
a  member  queried  whether,  if  the  Bill  was  considered  of  sufficient  import- 
ance to  call  this  meeting  together  to  protest  against  it,  Friends  could 
consistently  vote  for  a  man  for  President  who  was  pleilged  to  support  it. 
This  was  too  plain  a  case  to  be  evaded,  and  nearly  half  of  the  meetino- 
arose  and  responded  in  the  negative.  Another  member  then  asked 
whether,  inasmuch  as  there  was  a  candidate  before  the  people  pledged 
against  the  enormities  of  slavery,  it  was  the  duty  of  Friends  to  vote  for 
him.  About  half  as  many  spoke,  saying  they  believed  it  was;  and  it 
was  concluded  that  the  members  of  the  meeting  should  communicate  to 
Friends  throughout  the  limits  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  the  exercise  on  the 
subject.  It  would  have  been  more  to  the  purpose,  we  think,  if  the  advice 
had  been  published  in  the  usual  way. 

The  "Meeting  for  Sufferings"  met,  and  agreed  to  send  a  protest  to 
Congress  against  the  Fugitive  Slave  Bill,  believing  that  a  petition  for  its 
repeal  would  be  useless. 

SWEDENB0RGIAN8. 

"  The  New  Church,"  or  the  "  Church  of  the  New  Jerusalem,"  com- 
monly known  as  the  SwedenVxjrgian  Church,  as  such,  neither  has  done, 
so  far  as  we  can  learn,  nor  is  doing  any  thing  with  reference  to  American 
slavery,  excepting  to  let  it  alone  with  all  their  might.  As  a  reason  for 
it,  we  are  told  that  the  principles  of  the  Church  are  such  as  to  favor  but 
little  associated  action  among  its  members.  The  editor  of  ""The  Anglo- 
American  New  Church  Repository  and  Monthly  Review'''  *  has,  in  several 
numbers  of  the  periodical,  discussed  the  subject  of  slavery  as  if  he  were 
feeling  after  the  truth ;  and  his  cautious,  inquiring,  half-digested  essays 
appear  to  have  met  with  severe  condemnation  on  the  part  of  bis  brethren. 
North  and  South.  He  seems  to  have  been  honestly  desirous  that  th^ 
subject  should  be  discussed  in  his  Church,  but  he  cannot  find,  it  would 
appear,  any  one  to  second  his  efforts. 

The  "New  Churchmen,"  as  a  body,  are  evidently  disposed  to  acqui- 
esce passively  in  the  system  of  slavery,  as  in  their  opinion  a  providential 
allotment,  although  some  of  their  number  go  so  far  as  to  justify  it.  We 
believe,  however,  such  cases  are  rare,  except  at  the  South. 

We  should  gather  from  the  discussions  above  alluded  to,  that  the  tal- 
ented editor  holds  to  the  original,  intrinsic,  and  radical  wrong  involved  in 
the  system,  to  the  nullity  of  all  claims  to  property  in  man,  and  to  tbe 
obligation  of  the  immediate  mental  surrender  of  all  such  claims.     He 

*  Rev.  George  Bush. 
k 
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would  lay  the  axe  at  the  root  of  the  traffic,  hut  has  no  conception  of  the 
.  duty  of  immediate  manumission.  Notwithstanding  this,  he  is  constitu- 
tionally, and  from  principle,  in  favor  of  agitation  ;  and  would  be  glad, 
if  we  do  not  misapprehend  him,  of  never  giving  it  up  until  the  evil  is 
agitated  out  of  the  land.  If,  as  is  claimed  by  this  Church,  "  all  Life  is 
4m  emanation  of  Love,"  how  can  they  for  a  moment  justify,  palliate,  or 
neglect  to  oppose  a  system  which  dooms  so  large  a  portion  of  their  fellow- 
countrymer  to  a  condition  which  is  the  emanation  of  hate,  tyranny,  igno- 
rance and  brutality. 

THE    UNITARIAN    BODY    AND    SLAVERY.* 


It  is  diflacult  to  ascertain  the  position  of  this  denomination  on  the  great 
question  of  American  Slavery,  because  it  possesses  so  few  of  the  charac- 
teristics of  a  "denomination,"  and  has  no  adequate  method  of  giving  a 
denominational  expression  of  sentiment.  Its  churches  maintain  the  purest 
form  of  Congregationalism,  are  entirely  independent  of  each  other,  and 
there  is  no  organization  among  theui,  in  which  either  they  or  their  minis- 
ters are  fully  and  fairly  represented.  It  is  a  denomination  without  disci- 
pline and  without  ecclesiastical  rule  or  authority,  composed  of  independent 
churches  and  ministers,  and  embraces  the  widest  latitude  of  opinion,  both 
in  theology  and  on  the  practical  reforms  of  the  age.  The  only  approxi- 
mation we  can  make  to  an  under>tanding  of  its  position  on  the  slavery 
question,  is  to  judge  it  from  the  character  and  proceedings  of  its  annual 
convention  of  ministers  and  laymen,  called  the  "Autumnal  Convention," 
and  from  the  anniversary  meetings  of  the  "American  Unitarian  Associ- 
atiun"  and  the  "Ministerial  Conference."  But  even  here  it  is  necessary 
to  guard  against  the  impression  that  these  bodies  represent,  in  any  proper 
manner,  the  churches  and  ministers  who  compose  the  Unitarian  body  of 
this  country.  They  are  not  composed  of  delegates  from  the  societies,  but 
are  made  up  of  such  ministers  and  laymen  as  choose  voluntarily  to  attend 
them.  Many  churches  are  not  even  present  by  the  voluntary  attendance 
of  any  of  their  members,  and  a  considerable  numl)er  of  ministers  never 
attend  them,  and  refuse  to  unite  in  any  denominational  action  whatever, 
or  even  to  bear  the  Unitarian  name. 

The  American  Unitarian  Association  is  composed  of  persons  paying  a 
certain  sum  for  life,  or  annually,  for  missionary  and  tract  purposes,  and 
has  no  proper  representative  character  whatever.     For  these  reasons  it  is 


•  "  TLis  jiortion  of  the  Report  is  printed  preciiiely  as  it  was  received  from  a 
higlily  re>j>fctahle  Unitarian  minister.  Sonit-  of  it  will  ajij-ly  witli  t-qual  force 
and  propriety  to  other  denominations.  It  could  not  well  be  abriilfjtd,  and  \\\\- 
accompanied  by  this  explanation,  the  whole  could  not  Lave  been  inserted  with 
propriety  as  the  language  of  the  Committee. 
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almost  impossible  to  arrive  at  any  definite  conclusion  as  to  the  position  of 
the  Unitarian  body  of  this  country  on  any  subject. 

Taking  the  best  lights  we  have,  the  Unitarian  denomination,  as  far  as 
it  may  be  called  a  denomination,  while  it  embraces  several  churches  and 
ministers  who  have  taken  decided  ground  against  the  sin  of  American 
slavery,  occupies,  on  the  whole,  rather  a  neutral  position  on  this  great 
question  of  our  country  and  age.  Nearly  all  its  ministers  in  the  free 
States  are  accustomed  to  bear  an  occasional  testimony  to  their  people 
against  this  sin  ;  but  many  of  them  do  even  so  much  at  the  peril  of  a  dis- 
missal, through  the  influence  of  ihe  pro-slavery  and  conservative  element, 
which  exists  more  or  less  in  almost  every  Unitarian  congregation.  It  has 
become  much  more  difficult  for  the  ministers  to  speak  their  convictions 
on  this  subject,  and  many  of  them  have  been  obliged  to  study  the  policy 
of  silence,  or  give  up  their  situations,  since  the  treachery  of  Daniel  Web- 
ster and  the  Whig  party  to  the  cause  of  freedom  ;  many  leading,  wealthy 
and  prominent  Unitarians  beini^  the  active  supporters  of  that  fallen  states- 
man, whom  God  in  his  mercy  has  removed  from  the  world,  and  of  the 
Whig  party,  which  he  transferred  to  the  active  support  of  the  Fugitive 
Slave  Law,  and  thus  accomplished  its  and  his  own  destruction.  It  has 
been  the  policy  of  all  such  Unitarians  to  prevent  their  ministers  from 
preaching  on  the  subject,  and  from  exerting  any  influence  upon  their 
congregations,  or  the  public  sentiment,  against  this  God-defying  and 
Heaven-daring  iniquity  of  our  land;  and  having  generally  the  influence 
of  money  and  of  high  social  and  political  station  on  their  side,  they  have 
succeeded,  in  many  instances,  in  restraining  the  liberty  of  the  pulpit,  in 
causing  ministers  to  stifle  their  convictions,  and  in  controlling  the  action 
of  the  Conventions  and  Associations  of  the  denomination.  The  number 
who  have  resisted  these  influences,  and  continued  to  speak  out  their  con- 
victions in  the  face  of  opposition,  embraces  a  small  but  faithful  class  of 
men,  among  whom  may  be  mentioned  Theodore  Parker,  (the  Rationalist,) 
John  Pierpont,  Samuel  J.  May,  William  H.  Furness,  Henry  W.  Bellows, 
Caleb  Stetson,  Thomas  T.  Stone,  George  F.  Simmons,  John  T.  Sargent, 
John  Weiss,  T.  W.  Higginson,  J.  G.  Forman,  Augustus  Woodbury,  Na- 
thaniel Hall,  Oliver  Stearns,  E.  B.  Wilson,  Samuel  Longfellow,  Hasbrouc 
Davis,  which  is  far  from  embracing  the  whole  list  of  them  scattered  over 
New-England,  but  all  that  are  now  remembered. 

As  a  general  thing,  the  Doctors  of  Divinity  and  the  clergy  of  the 
wealthy  and  conservative  parishes  maintain  a  neutral  position,  and  act 
in  conjunction  with  the  wealthy  and  conservative  laymen,  in  preventing 
all  action  on  the  subject  of  slavery  and  practical  reform  by  the  Conven- 
tions and  Associations.  There  are  a  few  societies  and  ministers  in  the 
South  who  are  either  silent  or  give  their  influence  on  the  side  of  slavery. 
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^  jl^h-weBt  there  are  two  societies  that  are  undei-stood  to  be 
Id  th<».  ';^  jjnbued  with  anti-slavery  sentiments.  One  of  these,  the 
coMK-fV  ^1  l^ouis,  Mo.,  has  recently  beconae  freed  from  the  guilt  of 
»oaciy  *^  ,  all  its  slavehokling  members  having  emancipated  their 
HlftveV/*^^^  .  ^^|jg^^  g^  Louisville,  Ky.,  it  is  said,  is  moving  in  the  same 
Bisv*"?.  ,,^  |^^^|.g  gj.^  probably  very  few  Unitarians  who  are  slaveholders. 

dir«y't»''/*  ,  ^^^j^^i.g  Q[app^  of  New-Orleans,  is  said  to  be  an  apologist  and 
^'''  ,ff  pUvury,  the  only  Unitarian  minister  in  the  country  who 
deffn')*''  ^^.(iiiti  ground.  Doctors  Dewey  and  Gannett,  in  advocating 
openly  ^^  j|^^.  Fugitive  Slave  Law,  occupied  distinct  ground,  and  are 
obedi'f'"  |^^,,,.j  ^jth  those  who  claim  the  Divine  sanction  for  slavery, 
not  to  '''  ^^^  J  reprehensible  as  their  course  has  been  on  the  subject. 
UDChrr*  .  ,,,,|s  toucning  the  action  of  the  Conventions  of  Unitarian 
'  ,,,,i|  laymen,  the  American  Unitarian  Association,  and  the 
mini"  <■"  ^  ,, I, Terence,  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  will  complete  this  state- 
**'""'*".  II,.'  fall  of  1850,  the  Unitarian  Convention  at  Springfield, 
"^^'^'^  ,,.1  I'd  to  give  an  expression  of  Christian  sentiment  against  the 

I  ,,,■  i^aw,  but  the  resolutions  were  opposed  by  Rev.  Dr.  Gan- 
^,,,  l,.n,    and  several    laymen,   and    were  lost   by  the   casting 
nett.  '■  ^       I'icsident,  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Parkman,  so  that  the  Conven- 
equally  divided.     No  expression  has  been  given  at  any 
,u  rting.     The  plea  by  which  such  action  has  been  presented 
,(,  i\  ilie  Convention  was  not  a  representative  body,  and  did  not 
j.    H^-"  such  questions.     Its  time  has  generally  been  occupied  on 
j     ,li>  uies.     It  has  met  since  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  and   at 
^'"  '  MJ  ,  and  two  similar  Conventions  have  been    held  in  Cin- 

I  ,j  ,      .uid  bt.  Louis,  Mo. 
*^"'""'',        I  .»ug  of  1851,  Rev.  Samuel  J.  May,  in  the  Ministerial  Con- 
,  |t    u-ii,  offered  a  preamble  and  resolutions  of  rebuke  and  cen- 
'"  ""  ,  ...  course  of  certain  prominent  Unitarians  in  giving  their 

^""'     '  ^^,  (  ^;iiiction  to  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law,  which  came  very  near 
I''       I     ,  J.     Among  the  persons  named  in  the  preamble  and  rcsolu- 
^'""'"^  "   ^     ^.vPresident  Millard  Fillmore,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Dewey,  and 
'^""^   1,^    ,.,  ,uuett.     This  Conference   of  ministers   have  established   a 
,   ,,  voting  one  day  each  year  to  a  lecture  and  discussions  on 
^^^  "  ,,  1  a  lecture    and   discussions  on  philanthropy  and    reform, 

''.'.'  "'i'   n  >  ^^^y  to  each  subject.     Neither  the  lectures  nor  the  discus - 
':'^"'''  w.J  to  be  reported,  and  therefore  have  no  influence  on  pub- 

^'""^  '    ,        ..  .1   on   the  churches.      This  prohibition  of  reports   was  a 

lie   npW''    •  .  '  ' 

'         I  ,  1.  conservatives, 
'"t"."     \,p      ''•'  I'nitarian  Association  takes  no  action  on  the  subject  of 
uiurtn.     It  publishes  tracts  and  books,  supports  mission- 


vol-  "'  ' 
tioii   ■>'■ 

subs'    I 

has  l>' 
meet  ) 
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aries,  and  assista  feeble  societies.  It  holds  a  public  anniversary  meeting 
every  year,  at  which  "theology"  and  "spiritual  interests"  are  discussed, 
but  is  controlled  by  conservative  influences  altogether.  The  present  year 
it  has  put  forth  a  statement  of  the  Unitarian  belief,  but  no  expression 
of  opinion  on  the  great  questions  of  practical  reform  which  engage  the 
attention  of  Christian  men  of  all  denominations  at  the  present  time. 
For  these  reasons,  the  anti-slavery  and  reformatory  portion  of  the  Unita- 
rian body  is  gradually  withdrawing  its  interest  and  support  from  these 
meetings,  and  the  ministers  of  the  reform  school  take  less  and  less 
interest  in  them. 

If  the  whole  denomination  was  represented  in  these  bodies,  their  action 
would  be  decidedly  in  favor  of  reform;  but  they  are  peaceably  and 
quietly  given  over  to  the  Conservatives  and  moneyed  men,  and  those 
ministers  who  sympathize  with  them,  to  manage  in  their  own  way. 
There  is  no  question  that  the  great  body  of  the  Unitarian  clergy,  and  a 
large  portion  of  the  laity  scattered  over  New-England,  are  strongly  im- 
bued with  sentiments  of  reform  and  progress,  and  an  active  hostility  to 
the  slave  power  of  this  country.  But,  as  in  politics  ^o  in  religion,  the 
large  cities,  with  their  money  power  and  conservative  influences,  rule  the 
country.  * 

UXIVEBSALIST   DENOMINATION. 

The  subject  of  American  slavery  was  first  introduced  into  this  denomi- 
nation in  Maine,  in  the  year  18:35  ;  but  on'y  to  be  indefinitely  postponed. 
In  Massachusetts,  in  1838,  the  matter  was  again  introduced,  with  a  similar 
result.  In  1842,  the  Boston  Association  passed  a  moderate  resolution 
against  slavery  as  a  violation  of  "  the  golden  rule ;"  and  this,  we  believe, 
was  the  fii-st  action  taken.  In  June,  1843,  the  Massachusetts  Convention 
passed  a  similar  resolution;  and  from  that  time  the  Conventions  and 
Associations,  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  have  very  generally  passed 
resolutions  condemnatory  of  slavery,  and  in  favor  of  its  abolition.  In 
September  of  this  year,  the  following  resolutions,  which  may  be  consid- 
ered the  Anti-slavery  Platform  of  this  denomination,  were  passed  by  the 
General  Conference  at  Akron,  Ohio : — 

"Resolved,  That  we  rejoice  in  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  that  the  doctrines  of 
Christ  have  for  their  end  the  holiness  and  happiness  of  all  mankind ;  and  that 
the  faithful  inculcation  and  acceptance  of  these  doctrines  must  lead  to  the  over- 
throw and  extinction  of  all  institutions,  observances,  and  relations,  however 
ancient  or  tirraly  fortified,  which  are  contrary  to  righteousness,  to  human  well- 
being,  and  thus  hindrances  to  the  full  establishment  of  the  true  and  glorioua 
kingdom  of  God  on  earth. 

"Resolved,  That,  in  the  light  of  this  truth,  we  feel  constrained  to  bear  testi- 
mony against  the  slavery  of  the  African  race  now  maintained  in  a  ],ortion  of 
our  country,  as  contrary  to  that  gospel  which  is  destined  to  break  cwry  y<^*® 
and  lead  captivity  captive;  aa  especially  subversive  of  that  golden  rule  which 
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teaches  us  to  do  unto  others  as  we  -would  that  fhey  should  do  unto  us ;  as  con- 
trary to  the  plainest  dictates  of  natural  justice  and  Christian  love,  and  as  every 
■way  pernicious  alike  to  the  enslaver  and  the  enslaved. 

"lif solved.  That,  regarding  the  whole  human  family  as  in  the  largest  sense  our 
brethren — ^joint  heirs  with  us  of  our  Father's  love  and  the  immortality  of  bless- 
edne.-s  revealed  through  our  Saviour — we  are  constraint-d  both  hy  duty  and 
inclination  to  resrard  with  peculiar  sympathy  and  aff>ction  the  oppressed,  the 
ben  ghted,  th<-  down-trudden  of  our  own  and  other  lands,  and  t"  hil'nr  tor  their 
restoration  to  the  rights  and  blessings  of  freedom,  light,  and  truth."* 

In  September,  1845,  a  ma=is  meeting  was  held  in  Boston,  on  the  day 
following  the  General  Convention,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  prepare 
a  "Protest  against  American  Slavery,"  to  be  submitted  to  th«.-  ministers 
of  this  denomination  for  signature.  The  following  spring,  that  raoTEST 
was  pubUshed,  signed  by  304  ministers.    It  pronounces  slavery  wrong — 

"1.  Because  it  denies  the  eternal  distinction  between  a  man  and  i>r<>perty, 
ranking  a  human  being  "with  a  material  thinL'. 

"2.  Because  it  does  not  award  to  the  laborer  the  fruits  of  his  (oil  in  an\- 
higher  sense  than  to  the  cattle. 

"  R.  B<M.auso  it  trammels  the  intellectual  jiowers,  and  preventr-  th.-ir  cxj'an- 
sion. 

"■1.  B.ca\ise  it  checks  the  develojiment  of  the  moral  nature  of  the  slnve. 

"5.   Because  it  involves  a  jjractical  denial  of  the  religion-  nature  of  Ibi-  -lave. 

"  fp  Because  it  presents  an  insurmountable  barrier  to  the  jiropacailon  of  the 
great  trutli  of  Universal  Brotherhood,  and  thereby  most  effectually  j'l.  vent-  the 
projres-  of  true  Christianity. 

"7.  B-enuse  its  essential  nature  cannot  be  altered  by  any  kindne.-.-,  liow  great 
soever,  jiiMCtised  towards  the  slave. 

"6.  Because  the  long  continuance  of  a  system  of  wronL' cannot  ].:i!ii:it.-  it,  but, 
on  the  ftiier  hand,  augment-  the  demand  for  its  abolition. 

"9.  Because,  while  we  would  in  all  charity  remeinbei-  tlint  j..  < uliarities  of 
Bituutif^n  m:iy  affect  the  judgment  and  ruor.il  sen.s.-,  still  v,-  icm-'  lot  h.rget  that 
no  peculiarity  of  situation  can  exease  a  perpetual  denial  of  univi  t-nl  i.iinciples 
and  obligati-ns." 

Having  set  forth  these  things,  the  Protest  closed  V>y  saving'  '• 

"American  slavery  is  a  systpm  of  wronL'^-  from  itc  fin-t  prine'pb  to  It-  erown- 
ing  assiim]ition  ;  and  in  its  train  of  evil.«  nt<-  found  all  the  ini<ju:ti'--  that  ha\i 
eat'ii  out  the  life  of  communities  and  niitionh.  It  IcL'aliz's  ^in-  t!,at  af  alilio!- 
rent  to  the  simplest  moral  sense;  and  in  tb.-  inereuf^ing  ititellijem-.-  and  jibilan- 
thro]>y  of  the  present  age,  it  becomes  rnore-  and  more  a  sti'.Miia  on  our  national 
name."  a  curse  to  our  country's  prosperity,  and  a  giant  moral  evil  that  rr.ui^t  be 
overthiown,  or  it  will  overthrow  us  by  the  retri>>utive  justice  of  Him  who  has 
declared  the  truth,  'Righteousness  exaltetb  a  nation,  but  sin  is  a  rejroaeh  to 
any  |)eople.' 

'■For  these  reasons  we  protest  atrain'-t  the  sy-tein  of  American  ciavery,  as 
utterlv  wioi  L'.  and  confess  our  obligation  to  u-e  all  justifiable  m'-ans  to  piomote 
its  abolition." 

In  May.   184G,  the  "Universalist  General   Reform  Association"  was 


*  'We  omit  f.r  want  of  room  the  fourtli  re'-ohition,  rccornmeiidinL'  that  denun- 
ciation \i  avoided,  and  appealing  to  rniver>absts  who  are  slavt  holders  to 
con.-ider  the  nature  and  tendencies  of  the  system. 
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formed.  The  members  were  pledged  to  more  determined  hostility  to 
slavery.  In  June,  1851,  the  Mcissachusetts  Convention  passed  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : — 

Re-olved,  That  we  renewedly  protest  against  slavery  and  the  insolent  on- 
croacbments  of  the  slave  power  in  this  country;  and  especially  do  we  prot^-st 
against  the  recent  Fugitive  tSlave  Law,  believing  it  a  denial  of  the  holiest  ritrhts 
of  man  and  the  plainest  principles  of  <luty,  unworthy  a  Christian  people,  en- 
titled to  no  obedience,  and  demanding  its  immediate  removal. 

Similar  action  was  had  in  other  States. 

In  June,  1852,  the  Massachusetts  Convention  again  spoke  in  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : —  ♦ 

"Resolved,  That  we  deem  it  our  duty  to  reaffirm  our  hostility  to  American 
slavery;  to  assert  our  conviction  that  Christian  principles  are  of  higher  worth 
than  any  interests  of  business  or  party;  of  higher  worth  even  than  governmental 
forms;  and  especially  to  protest  agamst  the  growing  obsequiousness  and  acqui- 
escence of  many  in  the  free  States  before  the  demands  ot  the  slave  power  in 
this  coimtry." 

During  the  same  month,  the  New-Hampshire  Convention  said : — 

"Resolved,  That  we  deprecate  the  institution  of  American  slavery,  and  will 
not  only  pray  but  use  our  utmost  influence  for  its  overthrow." 

At  the  same  time  tlie  Quinnebaiig  Association  (Connecticut)  passed 
the  followingr;^ 


o 


"i2eso/ye4  That  we  observe  iu  the  institution  of  American  slavery  the  e/^»i<7i<.« 
of  abstract  tcroniy ;  anil  as  the  advocates  of  right,  as  set  forth  in  the  doctrine  of 
Jesus — as  the  professed  followt.-rs  of  Christ,  we  will  do  all  in  our  power  to  im- 
press upon  the  hearts  of  the  people — 'Bo  unto  others  as  you  would  that  thfy  should 
do  unto  you.' " 

"Resolved,  That  a  Society  which  cannot  sustain  itself  where  the  subjects  of 
war,  intemperance,  and  slavery  are  temperately  and  Christianly  discussed,  had 
better  become  extinct." 

In  August  of  the  same  year,  the  Vermont  Convention  unanimously 

"Resolved,  That,  in  view  of  recent  legislative  enactments,  and  especially  in  view 
of  the  Fugitive  Shive  Law,  we,  as  believers  of  the  Abrahamic  faith,  feel  it  to  be 
our  imperative  duty  'to  obey  God  rather  than  men,'  and  peaceably  to  submit 
ourselves  to  suffer  the  penalty  of  the  law,  and  thus  to  '  submit  ourselves  to  the 
powers  that  be.' " 

During  the  past  month  (June)  of  the  present  year,  a  Report — "  inde- 
finitely postponed"  at  a  former  session — declaring  "  slavery  to  be  a  great 
and  growing  evil,  and  that  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law  requires  us  to  do  what 
is  wrong  in  itself,  and  in  violation  of  our  best  and  holiest  feelings,"  was 
"  heartily"  adopted  by  the  Maine  Convention  "  as  a  faithful  expression  of 
Ha  sentiments." 
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W«  hMte  thm  at  /'/,/!'A->i'i''»'able  length,  given  the  acts  of  this  denomi- 
^'.^ju  on  thiit  vitallj  iff^i^'^rtant  subject.     It  must  be  acknowledged  that 

>^  of  r»wting  ib^  >^^^'  ^^^^y  ^^^'^  opened  thdir  minds  to  conviction, 

fctnbraced  anU-»l»'>*^''y  truth  with  readiness,  and   fearlessly  avowed 

^Aijtb    ■fentim*;Dt6.     We  **">b  the  same  could  be  truly  said  of  some  other 

4U.t,'«jinationH   that   n.^h-    mucb,  higher  pretensions  to   orthodoxy  in 

/^^ivc,  while  they  pay  little  regard  to  orthodoxy  in  humanity. 

0^'.«'MAN    SEVENTH-DAY    BAPTISTS, 

'j  juife  Boc'.etv,  as  indivj'Juals,  we  learn  from  one  of  its  leading  members, 
*  ju*%.-  uniformly  set  th^ir  faces  against  ever}-  species  of  oppression ;  and 

tyu  have  bad  to  enter  the  courts  of  justice  in  the  land  of  Penu 
.-,  ^jjnU-.nd  for  their  re//r/<o«s  liberti/  ;^\'bnl  "the  Church  has  not 
i«i:>-jj  at  any  time  any  si>ecial  action  on  the  subject  of  slavery — negro 
yy^'in'rir,  for  every  oppression  they  class  in  the  category  of  slavery." 
y-xtt  individuals  ani  most  societies  will  naturally  enough  contend  ear- 
/,**♦,] V  for  their  own  rights  and  privileges.  Why  not  for  the  rights  and 
vf  vif-^res  of  others  ?  Look  not  every  man  on  his  own  things,  but  every 
„./!(.  also  on  the  things  of  others  So  far  from  this  being  an  impertinent 
..'  v;.'m''ddling  with  the  aflfaii-s  of  individuals  or  communities,  it  is  tlie 
,*;.'-.  Kj>irit  of  Christianity.  Germans  should  not  be  outdone  in  this 
r;*v-/.-t  by  other  brethren  of  kindred  faith  in  this  country.*  Their 
i,.v.^:hment  to  liberty  is  strong  in  their  native  country.  It  needs  their 
r vj'j'-ort  in  the  land  of  their  adoption.  Henceforth  they  will,  we  hope, 
ifj'  h'xjieties  and  communities,  as  well  as  individuals,  uniformly  set  their 
f;i.':'"fc  against  every  species  of  oppression,  negro  bondage  included,  and 
■Aff^v  themselves,  religiously  and  politically,  with  those  who  are  contend- 
.!,■/  not  only  for  religious  liberty,  but  for  universal  freedom,  without  dis- 
i,/iction  of  race,  complexion,  position,  or  party. 

WESLEYAN    METHODIST    CONNECTION    IN    AMERICA. 

'I'll is  is  the  title  of  the  society  that  was  organized  at  Utica,  N.  Y., 
ill  )  813.  At  this  time  the  number  of  members  was  estimated  at  G,000. 
'i  ho  census,  October  last,  gave  20,000.  It  is  said  that  the  accessions 
JjHve  been  chiefly  "  from  the  world."  This  rapidly-increasing  body  is  in 
</irre^poiidence  with,  and  worthy  representatives  of,  the  "  Wesleyaii 
M<:ti^odi^t  Association"  in  England.  The  American  branch  of  the 
(/liurcli  liH'-  twelve  Yearly  Conferences,  all  united  in  anti-slavery  principle, 
Hfid  pri>vokiiig  each  other  to  good  works. 


*  See  the  excellent  Rosolutions  of  the  Seventh-Day  Baptistji,  p.  91 
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The  following  is  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Reforms  touching 
slavery,  lately  adopted  by  the  Conference  at  Syracuse,  N.  Y. : 

"  Whereas,  There  yet  exists  the  sin  of  slavery,  with  all  the  magnitude  of  crime 
and  gviilt,  unchristianizing  this  nation  in  the  eyes  of  the  whole  civilized  world, 
and  crushing  from  the  hearts  of  millions  of  our  brethren  all  the  hopes  and  as- 
pirations common  to  the  race,  depriving  them  of  all  privileges  calculate<l  to 
elevate  them  to  the  position  of  intelligent  Christians  and  citizens,  and  conse- 
quently from  the  bliss  of  heaven ;  therefore, 

"Resolved.  That  we  hold — as  ever — in  abhorrence  the  system,  esteeming  it  as 
ranking  first  in  the  dark  list  of  systemized  piracy,  and  all  intelligent  supporters 
of  the  abomination  as  being  nothmg,  less  or  more,  than  willing  pirates. 

"Resolved,  That  to  ask  us  to  fraternize  with  any  of  the  thousand  and  one  or- 
ganized or  unorganized  influenct-s,  going  directly  or  indirectly  to  sustain  the 
system,  prominent  among  which  are  the  principal  churches  and  the  great  poli- 
tical parties  of  the  countrj',  is  to  offer  direct  insult  to  our  sense  of  Christian  pro- 
priety and  gentlemanly  courtesy." 

We  have  before  us  the  reports  and  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Con- 
ferences of  Rochester,  N.  Y.  ;  Illinois;  Zanesville,  Ohio;  New-York,  and 
New-England.  They  are  uncompromising,  speak  similar  language,  and 
evidently  proceed  from  the  legitimate  ecclesiastical  descendants  of  the 
renowned  Wesley.  The  Wesleyan  Methodists  have  a  college  at  Leoni, 
Mich.,  and  are  now  building  another  at  Wheaton,  III. 

1 

FREE    PRESBYTERI'AK    CHURCH. 

"This  Church  was  organized  a  few  years  ago,  during  the  sittings  of 
the  General  Assembly  at  Cincinnati.  It  embraces  Presbyterians  of  both 
the  Old  and  New  School  in  theology,  who  agrej  in  the  necessity  of 
separation  from  slaveholders.  Among  the  pioneers  of  this  movement  is 
Rev.  John  Rankin,  of  Ohio,  formerly  of  Kentucky,  who  wrote  and  pub- 
lished in  favor  of  immediate  emancipation  in  1824  or  1825,  before  the 
commencement  of  Mr.  Garrison's  tabors.  In  the  connection  there  are 
about  fifty  churches  and  three  Presbyteries,  extending  through  portions 
of  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  the  whole  composing  the 
'  Free  Synod  of  Cincinnati.'"  * 

■■<i 

INDEPENDENT    CHURCHES. 

"A  large  number  of  local  independent  churches  have  been  gathered 
by  secession  from  the  old  churches  of  several  diflFerent  sects,  and  holding 
no  ecclesia-stical  connection  with  them.  This  movement  is  chiefly  in  the 
State  of  New-York,  and  farther  west."f  ,;•  ,, 

These  churches  being,  in  general,  disconnected  from  all  Associations 
or  Consociation?,  are  not  embraced  in  the  statistics  of  Congregationalists, 
or  of  any  sect,  and  hence  their  numbers  cannot  be  stated.  They  are 
believed  to  be  numerous  and  increasing. 

*  Goodell's  History  of  "  Slavery  and  Anti-slavery,"  p.  490.  f  lb.,  p.  489. 
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HICKSITE     FRIENDS. 

That  division  of  the  Society  of  Friends  commonly  distinguished  as 
the  "Hicksite,"  at  their  Yearly  Meeting  in  Philadelphia,  held  the  lOtii  of 
fifth  month,  1852,  adopted  and  circulated  an  Address,  from  which  we 
extract  the  following : 

"  We  are  led  to  address  our  meniliers  at  the  yiresent  tirae  on  the  au1>j<;ct  of 
our  testimonv  against  slavery.  We  have  Eoticed  with  deep  regret,  witliin  a  few 
years  past,  an  increasing  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  General  Government  to 
strengthen  the  bonds  of  slavery  in  our  land,  and  to  punish  tlio>v  who  give  shel- 
ter and  protection  to  persons  claimed  as  slaves,  or  who  decline  to  aii  the  officers 
of  the  law  in  returning  self-eraancipated  slaves  into  bondage.  I..aws  have  been 
passed  which  we  believe  are  unjust  and  opprc;--sive  in  their  character,  and  th'- 
doctrine  has  been  openly  promulgated,  that  no  man  ought  to  live  in  a  country 
whose  laws  he  could  not  conscientiously  uphold  or  obey,  and  that  in  these  re- 
spect* the  rights  of  conscience  are  to  be  restricted  by  human  legislation. 

"We  call  upon  our  members  carefully  to  examine  the  ground  on  which  they 
stand  in  relation  to  our  testimony  against  war  and  slavery,  in  these  tirne<  of 
agitation,  anil  faithfully  to  guard  against  the  encroachments  of  a  spirit  wIulIi, 
under  the  plnnsible  pretext  of  .supporting  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the 
country-,  invalidates  the  rights  of  conscience,  and  gtiikes  at  the  fuiidameiital 
princijilc  of  our  religious  profession. 

"We  believe  that  the  light  of  Christ  in  the  bouI  is  the  higli'-st  law  to  man, 
and  the  only  effectual  check  to  the  irregularities  of  human  copduct,  and  that  it 
is  onh-  through  obedience  to  this  that  the  work  of  progressive  reformation  can 
be  successfully  eari'ied  on  in  the  earth. 

"Our  princi]iles  are  directly  and  positively  opposed  to  the  jiiHiitntion  of 
slavery  as  it  exists  in  the  United  State.*.  Upon  this  subject  w<'  !-]>«'iik  a^  the 
Societ  V  of  Friend'',  and  have  ri<'  new  doctrine  to  offer ;  nor  ha\  •■  we  jirv  thing  Ut 
urge  in  palliation  of  it,  but,  on  the  oth<r  hand,  we  tolcrniily  tliir.k  thnt  the 
degree  ot  int<-liigencc  to  whicli  our  nation  ha"  attained,  the  lontr  prosperity  and 
nudtiplied  blessings  it  has  enjoyed,  and  tlic  (strength  to  whch  if  ha-  grown 
among  tt>e  families  of  the  eartli,  calls  loudlv  ujion  it  to  give  ii  ^ul^-fa:Itial  prool 
<>f  its  gratitude  by  showing  kindn.s..  and  jnercv  to  tht-  [>oor — \>\  a<t,-  of  humnii- 
ity  towards  an  oppiressed  ptoplc,  wlio,  howfvf  r  huudjli-  may  be  their  position 
in  liUTiian  socictv,  are,  nevertheless,  a  part  of  tlu-  great  fainilv  o)  the  One  Iter- 
nal  Beinij  whose  goodness  ha»  Ijeen  no  bountifully  vouch.'sufei  t'-  u.-,  whone  pro- 
tection we  are  6o  frequeut  to  invoke,  nnd  who  remains  to  he  (;>>!  over  all, 
blessed  for  ever." 


"I^et  none  sup[M>sc  that  our  religious  organization  limit.«  the  field  of  active 
benevolence,  or  retard*  anv  work  of  moral  imjirovement.  If  we  are  faithful  to 
C'ur  mission,  we  must  rej<^Ke  in  the  proniution  of  every  gixvl  word  and  woik 
If  we  fail  to  do  this,  it  m-ist  be  a!-cril>ed  t<)  unfuithfulncrt.-,  rather  llian  uti.-ound- 
ness  of  jTpiiiciple.  If  we  lived  up  to  tlie  cpiril  of  our  excellent  Discipline,  we 
should  not  hear  it  sjioken  of  w  a  harrier  to  our  religious  progress." 

We  are  informed  by  the  Friend  who  forwards  us  this  timely  Address, 
that  it  is  the  only  paper  on  tlie  subject  of  slavery  which  the  iSociety  ha.s 
issued  since  1832.     lie  adds: 

"This  subject  is  frequently  discussed  in  our  meetings,  and  is  thus  kept  active 
in  the  J^ociely,  and  vet  it  i-  evi<lent  that  there  i-  more  aj'athy  among  us  than 
ought  to  exist  in  a  religious  society  on  a  subject  so  fraught  with  all  that  is  e\il 
as  is  American  slaverv.' 

8 
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GERMAN    BAPTIST    HRETUREN. 

This  denomination  migrated  from  Germany,  and  are  distinguished 
from  the  other  American  Baptist  denominations  by  the  terra  "  brethren," 
derived  from  Matt  xxiii.  8.  Believing  that  slavery  is  "repugnant  to  the 
doctrine  and  principles  of  the  gospel,"  they  accordingly  "hold  no  slave< 
nor  hire  any,"  and  they  consider  it  their  "  conscientious  duty  to  declare 
with  meekness  their  sentiments"  oa  this  subject.  They  find  that  their 
"testimony  has  a  salutary  effect  upon  a  great  number  of  slaveholders.*' 
Yet  since  (as  they  conceive)  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  gua- 
rantees the  right  of  slavehoMing,  and  the  right  to  reclaim  fugitives,  and 
since  (as  they  also  conceive)  the  Compromise  Bill  of  1850  is  in  accord- 
ance with  the  Constitution,  they  "  feel  themselves  bound,  in  good  faith,  to 
submit  to  the  requisitions  of  the  law,  and  exhort  all  others  to  do  so. 
(See  RoKians  xiii.  1,  5,  &c.)"  They  "  deeply  sympathize  with  the  colored 
{wpulation ;"  de-~ire  to  cooperate  in  wise  measures  for  "  mitigating  their 
condition."  They  make  it  a  subject  of  prayer,  rely  upon  divine  Provi- 
dence, and  trust  that  the  day  of  "  redemption  is  at  hand." 

While  it  is  pleasing  to  learn,  from  authentic  sources  of  information, 
that  there  are  bodies  of  Southern  Christians  who  are  opposed  to  slavery, 
and  will  neither  hold  nor  hire  slaves,  thus  showing  what  other  religious 
bodies  might  do,  if  they  pleased,  it  is  instructive  to  notice  how  much  such 
Southern  Christians  need  further  light,  and  how  important  it  is  f -r  Chris- 
tian Abolitionists  at  the  North  to  keep  up  a  friendly  intercourse  with 
them.     The  above  statements  come  from  Maryland. 

THE    JEWS. 

The  Jews  of  the  United  States  have  never  taken  any  steps  whatever 

with  regard  to  the  Slavery  question.     As  citizens,  they   deem  it  their 

policy  "  to  have  every  one  choose  which  ever  side  he  may  deem  best  to 

promote  his  own  interests  and  the  welfare  of  his  country."     They  have 

no  organization  of   an    ecclesi;istical  body    to    represent   their   general 

views ;  no  General   Assembly,  or  its  equivalent.     The  American  Jews 

have  two  newspapers,  but  they  do  not  interfere  in  any  discussion  which 

is  not  material  to  their  religion.     It  cannot  be  said  that  the  Jews  have 

formed  any  denominational  opinion  on  the  subject  uf  American  slavery. 

Some  of  the  Jews,  who  reside  in  slave  States,  have  refused  to  have  any 

right  of  property  in  man,  or  even  to  have  any  slaves  about  them.     They 

do  not  believe  that  any  thing  analogous  to  slavery,  as  it    exists  in  this 

country,  ever  prevailed  among  the  ancient  Israelites.     But  they  profess 

to  believe  that  "the  belief  of  Abraham,  enlargt;d  by  Moses,  and  now 

acknowledged  by  the   Jews,  is  one  of  purity    and    morality,  and    one 

which  presents  the  strongest  possible  supports  for  civil  society,  esperialbj 

a  government  based  upon  principles  of  equality  and  liberty  of  (he  per- 
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Km  !  They  believe  that  the  coming  of  the  King  Messiah  will  be  the 
fflgnal  for  universal  peace,  universal  freedom,  universal  knowledge, 
and  universal  worship  of  the  One  Eternal" 

^.  Hie  objects  of  so  much  mean  prejudice  and  unrighteous  oppression 
tt  the  Jews  have  been  for  ages,  surely  they,  it  would  seem,  more  than 
any  other  denomination,  ought  to  be  the  enemies  of  caste,  and  the 
frieods  fA  cmtersal  freedom. 


THE  VOLUNTARY  RELIGIOUS  SOCIETIES. 

From  the  ecclesiastical  bodies,  properly  so  called,  we  proceed  next  to 
some  of  the  principal  voluntary  religious  and  benevolent  Associations 
sustained  by  ihem. 

AMERICAN    BOARD. 

The  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions 
is  one  of  the  most  influential  and  popular  religious  bodies  in  this  country. 
Citizen;  of  different  ecclesiastical  and  political  parties  belong  to  the  Buard ; 
the  coq-:'raie  and  honorary  members  are  numerous,  and  many  of  them 
influ^ntia. :  the  cluirches,  especially  the  Presbyterian,  Congregational,  and 
Dutch  R-ifjrmed,  liberally  aid  its  funds;  the  missionaries  sent  abroad 
are  numerous  and  in  almost  every  part  of  the  world,  and  the  prayers  of 
million;  ascend  for  its  prosperity.  Without  questioning  that  the  Board 
has  d'  .ne  great  good,  its  quasi  support  of  slavery  has  been,  for  many 
years,  a  subject  of  deep  i-egret  and  mortification  to  no  inconsiderable 
portion  of  the  Christian  people  of  this  country,  and  to  not  a  few  of  its 
missionaries.  Remonstrances  have  been  sent  to  the  Prudential  Com- 
mittee, and  to  the  Board,  time  and  again,  by  anti-slavery  members  and 
misionaries,  sometimes  with  apparent  eflPect  for  a  season ;  but  in  spite  of 
all,  we  do  not  p>erceive  that  any  permanent  change  has  taken  place  in  the 
policy  of  the  Committee  or  Board.  This  Board  has  engrossed  the  affec- 
tions of  the  churches  more  extensively  than  any  other  religious  organiza- 
tion in  this  cT'untry,  and  by  its  great  influence  upon  the  churches  and  the 
national  S.Dcieiies  that  have  sprung  into  existence  since  its  formation,  has 
done  more,  probably,  than  any  other  organization,  to  paralyze  efforts  for 
J  emancipaiioo,  and  strengthen  American  slavery.  Mission  Boards,  as  has 
been  tra!y  said  by  an  able  speaker  at  the  West,  which  plant  and  aid 
slaveh^liin^  churches,  from  the  peculiarity  of  their  functions  and  organi- 
zation, I-ni  a  more  effectual  support  to  slavery  than  the  slaveholding 
churcLe?  ibeniseives  can  do.* 

A  pamjhiet  has  been  published  and  widely  circulated  by  this  Com- 

*  Presi  i.::.-  BC^ia.  hard'e  Address  at  the  formation  of  the  North-western  Home 
MiseionaxT  2««jeiicCT,  Julj-  7,  1852. 
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mittee  on  the  subject,  entitled  "  Indian  Missions,"  from  which  we  extract 
M  follows  :• 

Mr.  Treat  reported  in  1848,  that  there  was  a  statute  of  the  Cherokee  Nation 
which  debars  alike  the  free  negro  and  the  slave  from  all  direct  nocess  to  "tlie 
lively  oracle?."  It  is  as  follows :  "Be  it  enacted  by  the  Xatifinal  Council,  That 
from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person 
or  persons  whatever  to  teach  any  free  negro  or  negroes  not  of  Cherokee 
blood,  or  any  slave  belonging  to  any  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  Nation,  to  read  or 
write"  The  penalty  annexed  to  a  violation  of  this  enactment  is  a  fine  of  §100 
to  $500,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Court  trying  the  offense,  ilr.  Treat  remarks : 
"This  law  is  the  more  to  be  rcijretted,  as  it  must  needs  embarrn~3  the  mission  in 
its  efforts  to  benefit  this  injured  and  neglected  poi'tiun  of  tiie  community." 

No  free  negro  or  mulatto,  not  of  Cherokee  blood,  may  hold  or  own  any 
improvement  in  the  Nation.  Slaves  are  prohibited  from  ownin;;  hor.-e«,  cattle, 
hogs  or  firearms.  "Patrol  companies  may  take  up  and  brintrto  j>unishment  anv 
negro  not  having  a  legal  pass  that  [who]  may  be  strolling  ab.>ut  away  from  tlio 
premises  of  his  master;  and  any  negro  not  entitled  to  Cherokee  privileges  who 
may  be  found  carrying  gxin*,  butcher-knives,  (tc,  is  liable  to  the  summary  inflic- 
tion, by  the  patrol  companies,  of  forty  stripes  save  one."     .     .     . 

So  long  ago  as  October,  1836,  the  following  law  was  passed  by  the  Choctaw 
tribe : 

'^Be  it  enacted,  <bc.,  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  if  any  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  acting  as  a  missionary  or  a  preaclier,  or  whatever  bis  occu- 
pation may  be,  is  found  to  take  an  active  part  in  favoria<<  the  principles  and 
notions  of  the  most  fatal  and  destructive  doctrines  of  Abolitionism,  he  shall  bf 
compelled  to  leave  the  Nation  and  for  ever  stay  out  of  it 

'^Be  it  further  enacted,  d'c,  That  teaching  slaves  how  to  read,  to  write,  or  to 
sing  in  meeting-houses  or  schools,  or  in  any  open  jilaee,  without  the  consent  of 
the  owner,  or  allowing  them  to  sit  at  table  witii  him,  shall  lie  sTithcient  ground 
to  convict  persons  of  favoring  the  principles  and  notions  of  Abolitionism."   .    . 

It  was  provided  also,  that  no  slave  should  "be  in  ])osse?sion  of  any  propertv 
or  arms;"  that  if  any  slave  infringed  kiij  Choctaw  riirhts,  he  'hould  "be  driven 
out  of  company,  to  behave  himself;"  and  in  case  of  his  return  and  further  intru- 
sion, "he  should  receive  ten  lashes."  Four  years  later  it  was  enacted  that  all  h\e 
negroes  in  the  Nation,  unconnectcil  with  the  Choctaw  or  Chicka-aw  bloo«l. 
"should  leave  the  Nation  by  the  first  of  March,  1841,"  and  "  for  ever  keep  out  of 
it."  In  case  of  their  infringing  this  law,  "they  were  to  be  seized  and  sold  to  tlic 
highest  bidder  for  life."  It  was  also  enacted,  that  if  any  citizen  of  the  Nation 
hired,  concealed,  or  in  any  way  protect-ed  any  free  negro,  to  ovade  the  foregoing 
provision,  he  should  forfeit  from  |250  to  $500,  or,  if  luiable  to  pay  tliis  fine, 
"receive  fifty  lashes  on  his  bare  back." 

In  1846  a  law  was  passe<l,  which  prohibited  all  negroes,  whether  they  had 
"papers"  or  not,  from  entering  and  remaining  in  the  Choctaw  Nation.  Tin- 
offenders  were  to  receive  "not  less  than  one  hundred  la.-lies  on  the  bare  back," 
besides  a  forfeiture  of  all  property  found  in  their  possession,  one  third  "to  go  to 
the  light  horsen)en"  who  apprehended  them,  and  two  thirds  "to  be  applied  to 
some  beneficial  purpose." 

The  most  objectionable  enactment  which  Mr.  Treat  found.  h.aving  any  bearing 
upon  slavery,  was  approved  October  15,  1846.     It  is  as  follows: 

"Be  it  enacted,  dr.,  Tliat  no  negro  slave  can  be  emancipated  in  this  Nation, 
except  by  application  or  petition  of  the  owner  to  the  General  Council;   and 


*  The  Board,  as  is  known  to  our  American  readers,  have  missions  among  the 
Choctaw  and  Cherokee  tribes  of  Indians  on  this  continent,  many  of  whom  hold 
negro  slaves.  Churches  have  been  gathered  among  ihem,  into  which  masters  and 
slaves  have  boon  admitted.  The-  mis-^ionaries  of  the  Board  have  not  be.ii 
instructed  to  refuse  admittance  to  slaveholders;  c<msequcntly,  some  of  the  most. 
influential  of  the  church  members  are  persons  of  that  description.  At  the  snnio 
time,  some  of  them  are  members  of  the  National  Council,  and  some  are  judgis. 
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provided  aho,  that  it  shall  be  macle  to  appear  to  thf'  Council  tln^  owner  or 
owners,  at  tlic  time  of  application,  shall  have  no  debt  or  debts  onltstanding 
ncftiript  him  or  la-r,  either  in  or  out  of  this  Nation.  Tlien,  and  in  that  case,  the 
General  ("oiincil  yhall  have  the  power  to  pass  an  act  fo"-  the  owner  to  emancipate 
his  or  h>r  shave,  wliich  negro,  after  being  freed,  shall  leave  this  >;ation  within 
tliirty  days  aft.r  the  jiassage  of  the  act  And  in  case  said  free  negro  or  negroes 
sluiirreturn  into  this  Nation  afterwards,  he,  ehe,  or  Uiey  shall  1x7 subject  to  be 
taken  by  the  light  horsemen  and  exposed  to  public  sxile  for  the  term  of  live 
years;  and  the  fund?  arising  from  such  &ale  sh^l  be  used  as  national  funds." 

"The  predominant  influence  in  both  nations,"  says  Jlr.  Treat,  "is  in  the 
hands  of  slaveholders."  It  is  so,  he  might  have  added,  in  the  mis.'i'un  churches. 
But  he  f.,oes  on  to  observe,  "The  mass  of  the  people  have  no  direct  intebfj^t  in 

SLAVEKY." 

The  Christian  world  will  be  astonished,  we  think,  when  thev  come  to  know 
that  "Chri.-tian"  men,  capable  of  enacting  such  atrocious  laws.'arf  rej. resented 
"y  th.-  most  influential  Missionary  Board  in  this  country  as  bting  "followers  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,"  aud  as  ensamples  to  the  white  Christians  of  the  United 
States. 

AMERICAN    HOME    MISSIONARY    SOCIETY. 

This  large  and  influential  body  is  constituted,  as  is  the  A.  B.  C.  F.  M., 
of  leading  ministers  and  laymen  of  various  denominations  and  political 
parties.  It  confines  its  attention  to  this  country,  and  has  been  instru- 
mental of  doing  great  good.  It  is  said  to  have  fifty-one  mi>Monaries 
who  are  pastors  of  churches  in  slave  States,  into  many  of  which  slave- 
holders are  freely  admitted,  and  fellowshipped  as  Christians  in  g<>od  and 
regular  standing.  Much  dissatisfaction  has  arisen  in  con-cjuence  of  it. 
At  the  meeting  of  the  Congregational  Convention  at  Albany,  com- 
posed of  lay  and  clerical  delegates  from  a  large  portion  of  (he  orthodox 
Congregational  churches  in  the  country,  in'  October  last,  the  following 
resolution,  with  especial  reference  to  the  A.  H.  M.  S^  wa.s  )ia-sed  : 

"Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Convention,  it  ie  thf  tend.ncy  of  the 
gospel,  wherever  it  is  preached  in  its  purity,  to  correct  all  social  evils  and  to 
destroy  sin  in  all  its  forms — and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  Wiwioiiary  Societies  to 
grant  aid  to  churches  in  slaveholding  States,  in  support  of  bik-Ii  lllini^ter8  <mly 
as  shall  preach  the  gospel  and  inculcate  the  principles  and  th<-  appbcation  of 
gospel  discipline — that,  with  the  blessing  of  God,  it  shall  hav-  it.x  full  ctri-ct  in 
awakening  and  enlightening  the  moral  sense  in  regard  to  slaverv,  and  in  bring- 
ing to  pa'S  the  speedy  abolition  of  that  stupendous  wrong — an<i  that  wherever 
a  minister  is  not  permitted  so  to  preach,  he  should,  in  accordance  with  thi.-  direc- 
tions of  Christ  in  such  cases,  '  depart  out  of  that  citj.' " 

It  was  supposed  by  many,  that  the  unanimity  with  which  the  resolu- 
tion was  adopted  would  produce  a  change  in  the  |>oliey  of  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  A.  H.  M.  S.,  but  they  have  been  di.sajipointed.  In  the 
March  number  of  their  periodical,  they  defined  their  position.  This  article 
seemed,  at  first,  to  have  an  unhappy  effect  upon  several  anti-slavery 
Christians,  who  thought  they  discerned  a  disposition  on  the  {)art  of  the 
Committee  to  comply  with  the  obvious  ex{>eclation3  of  the  Albany  Con- 
vention. To  disabuse  them  of  this  premature  belief,  this  Committee 
issued  a  pamphlet  entitled,  "The  American  Ilome  Missionan,"  Society  and 
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Slavery,"  being  the  identical  title  of  the  article  referred  to.     From  this 
pamphlet  we  have  room  only  for  the  following  extracts : 

The  Secretaries,  in  defining  and  justifj-ing  their  past  and  present  position. 
virtaally  admit  the  facts;  and  while  they  may  appear  to  some  to  say  that  thev 
concar  m  the  principles  of  the  Albany  Conv<sntion,  and  that  they  will  make  an 
honest  endeavor  to  carry  them  out  with  all  fidelity,  they  do,  in  fact,  only  aver 
that  they  will  do  this  so  far  as  the  resolution  corresponds  with  the  former  posi- 
tion and  policy  of  the  Society,  and  the  sentiments  expressed  by  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.     .     .     . 

The  Secretaries,  after  stating  what  the  Society  and  its  missionaries  in  slave 
States  actually  do,  mention  the  things  they  do  not  attempt: 

"1.  It  does  not,  as  some  would  have  it,  wholly  withdraw  from  the  slave 
States."  Who  "would  have"  them  do  this?  Not  Anti  slavery  Christians,  surely. 
They  "would  have"  the  number  of  missionaries  there  greatly  increased,  and  have 
them  instructed  to  remain  there  and  preach  the  gospel — the  whole  gospel — 
and  exercise  gospel  discipline ;  and,  if  persecuted  in  one  city,  then,  and  not  till 
then,  "flee  into  another."  Verily,  they  will  not  have  gone  over  the  cities  of  [this 
American]  Israel,  till  the  Son  of  Man  be  come,  to  bless  their  labors,  and  give 
them  a  name  and  place  in  the  land. 

"  2.  It  does  not,  as  some  advise,  make  the  exclusion  of  slaveholders  from  com- 
munion a  condition  of  missionary  aid."  There's  the  rub.  That  in  the  ground 
of  dissatisfact'on.  It  was  so  before  the  Albany  Convention,  and  is -to  still.  The 
Society  did  not  then  exclude  slaveholders;  it  has  not  since;  and  it  avows  its 
determination  not  to  do  so  hereafter.  The  Secretaries  imply  that  their  reason 
for  not  doing  it  ia,  that  it  would  "interfere  with  theriijhtof  cliurches  to  define 
their  own  terms  of  membership."  We  are  too  strict  Congrcgationalists  not  to 
recognize  the  independent  right  of  churches  in  this  matter;  and  w>!.  are  too 
well  informed  in  relation  to  missionaries'  efforts  not  to  know  that  a  Missionary 
Society  can  refuse  affording  aid  to  churches  that  will  admit  offenders  to  their  com- 
munion. This  they  can  and  ought  to  do  in  relation  to  slavery  as  well  as 
other  olfenses;  and  the  plea  made  by  some  Societies,  that  such  action  wonld 
infringe  xijioa  congregational  rights  of  churches,  is,  we  are  sorry  to  say,  a 
stale  pretext     .... 

The  Secretaries  next  cite  the  resolution  adopted  at  Albany,  and,  in  allusion  to 
it  and  the  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly,  say :  "After  such  expressions  of 
concurrent  views  of  the  principles  and  policy  appertaining  to  this  difficult  and 
painful  subject,  [why  difficult  and  painful?]  may  not  the  Society,  in  an  honest 
endeavor  to  carry  them  out  with  all  fidelity,  count  upon  the  confidence  and  co- 
operation of  all  true  friends  of  freedom  and  humanity  ?"  We  have  stated  the 
reasons  why,  in  our  judinnent,  the  "true  friends  of  freedom  and  humanity" 
should  be  dissatisfied  with  the  action  of  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society. 
It  does  not  concur  in  the  principles  expressed  bv  the  Albany  Convention.  It 
does  not  propose  to  furnish  slid  "in  the  support  of  such  ministers  only"  as  shall 
make  an  '■ftp[)lication  of  gospel  discipline"  to  slavery,  to  bring  "to  pass  flu- 
ppeedy  abolitioa  of  that  stupendous  wrong."  It  does  not  propose  to  make  any 
Sidvaucc  from  its  pa^t  position.  It  stands,  in  relation  to  this  8ul>je(.t,  where  tiie 
Genernl  .\s3embly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  did  in  1850,  wh<re  the  Society 
itself  did  in  1849  and  in  1845,  and  avows  its  pqiijose  to  continue  there.  Further 
remonstrance  is,  therefore,  needed.  The  fricndt  of  the  slave  should  not  now 
slack  their  hands,  nor  do  any  thing  to  indicate  their  approval  of  the  prtsi-iit 
policy  of  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society.  There  are,  we  a'-knowl<-dge, 
many  that  take  no  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  slave,  who  will  be  ready 
enough  to  declare  their  satisfaction  witli  its  present  position.  Let  no  Chnstian 
Abolitionist  be  among  the  number. 

AMERICAN    TRACT   SOCIETY. 

This  is  another  of  the  national  Societies,  sustained  by  the  funis  and 
efforts  of  a  large  constituency,  and  circclating  its  immense  issues  uf  tracts 
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and  books,  by  colporteurs  and  others,  throughout  the  whole  country  •,  a 
Society  that  is  doing  much  good,  and  might  do  a  vast  deal  more,  if  its 
policy  did  not  exclude  from  its  publications  every  sentiment  against  the 
gigantic  sin  of  American  slavery.  This  Committee,  early  in  the  spring, 
published  in  the  Tribune,  and  subsequently  a  large  edition  in  pamphlet 
form,  a  letter  written  by  one  of  their  asembers  to  Rev.  R.  S.  Cook,  one 
of  the  Secretaries  of  the  American  Tract  Society,  on  the  course  taken  by 
the  Society  with  reference  to  the  Slavery  question.  This  letter  has  been 
republished  in  London,  in  a  pamphlet,  entitled  "  The  American  Tract 
Society  ;  withdrawal  from  by  the  Hon.  Judg«  Jay,  on  the  ground  of  it 
alliance  with  the  slave  power;  proved  by  the  expurgation  of  all  »ati- 
slavery  sentiment  from  its  publications,  and  its  refusal  to  bear  any  testi- 
mony and  opposition  to  the  sin  of  slaveholding." 

The  author  animadverts  upon  the  defensive  letter  of  Mr.  Cook  to  the 
ministers  and  elders  of  the  Congregational  Union  of  Fox  River,  Iliinoi.*, 
who  had  remonstrated  with  the  Tract  Society  on  the  pro-slavery  course 
it  has  pursued.  He  shows  that  the  Society  has  often  departed  from  the 
rule,  said  to  have  been  laid  down,  of  printing  only  such  tracts  as  would 
receive  the  approbation  of  all  evangelical  Christians.  It  has  issued  nume- 
rous tracts  against  dancing,  travelling  on  the  Lord's  day,  and  the  traffic 
in  intoxicating  drinks — matters  on  which  all  evangelical  professors  are  not 
agreed,  either  in  opinion  or  practice — while,  in  the  twenty -seven  years  of 
its  existence,  the  Society  ha?  never  published  a  line  intended  to  touch 
the  conscience  of  an  American  slave-breeder  or  trader.  We  have  room 
only  fur  the  following  extracts  from  this  seasonable  and  powerful  letter : 

Your  Committee  tell  us,  in  their  last  Report,  that  they  "Lave  never  lost 
eight  of  tlieir  responsibilities  to  those  of  tender  3-eari»;''  and  it  &<?ems  thej*  Iebim- 
T/ic  Child'K  Paper,  of  which  great  numbers  are  circulated.  Yet  tLt  responsibil- 
ities to  children  resting  on  the  Committee  permit  them  to  expunge  an  expiression 
likelv  to  remind  us  that  there  are  hundreds  of  thousands  of  cLiidren  in  our 
land'who  are  mere  articles  of  merchandise.  These  very  responsibilities  arc,  it 
seems,  perfectly  compatible  with  entire  silence  respecting  the  ignorance  and 
degradation  of  this  great  multitude  "of  tender  j'ears,"  The  Committee  know 
that  in  some  of  our  States  even  a  free  mother,  if  her  complexion  be  dark,  is  by 
law  liable  to  be  scourged  on  her  bare  back,  should  she  be  caught  teaching  her 
little  ones  to  read  your  Child's  Paper j  yet  not  a  word  of  remonslrnnce  escape 
the  American  Tract  Society  !  In  the  very  last  number  of  The  Child' x  Paper,  I 
read  that  "there  are  between  10,000  and  12,000  children  in  the  city  of  New- 
York  who  never  enter  a  church  or  school,  and  who  cannot  read  tho  Bible.  .  . 
Here  are  heathen  at  home  ;  what  is  doing  for  them  ?  .  .  .  .  Tli(«e  children 
must  )>f  cared  for."  Indeed !  And  is  it  nothing  to  your  Society  that  there  art 
in  our  countrj-  about  n.\LF  a  million  of  little  black  heathen  who  arc  prevented 
by  law  from  reading  the  Bible  ?  These  little  heathen  have  souls  m  iniperishable, 
destinies  as  momentous,  as  the  white  heathen  in  Kew-York.  Must  this  half 
million  be  cared  for?  Ah  !  that  i^  a  "point  of  disagreement  amontj  evangelical 
Christians,"  and  hence  the  Society  must  not  even  recognize  the  existence  ol 
children  who  do  not  belong  to  their  parents 

I  thank  my  Ood  and  Heavenly  Father  that  he  has  given  me  grafc  to  embrace, 
with  my  whole  heart  and  under.-^tanding,  the  doctrines  you  denominate  evangel 
ical.     But  it  behooves  us  all  to  remember  that  a  workless  faith  \»  a  worthier 
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fiuth.  Can  we  refuae  obedience  to  the  second  of  the  two  great  commandment  s 
on  which  hang  the  law  and  the  prophets,  and  jet  hope  to  be  saved  by  our  or- 
thodox faith?      

You  will  perhaps  say  that  it  is  better  onr  Southern  brethren  should  be  saved 
as  slaveholders,  breeders,  and  traders,  than  not  at  all,  and  therefore  vou  will 
not  touch  the  subject  of  slavery,  because,  if  you  do,  you  cannot  reach  theni 
with  your  tracts,  which,  under  God,  might  lead  to  their  conversion  and  salva- 
tion. If  this  principle  be  correct,  it  is  of  wide  application.  The  Territory  of 
Utah  is  acquiring  a  lai^e  population,  and  will  soon  claim  admission  into"  the 
Union.  The  people  are  polygamista,  but  it  is  better  they  should  be  saved  as 
such  than  not  at  alL  Hence  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  Society,  for  fear  of 
offending  them,  to  avoid  all  allusion  to  the  Christian  doctrine  of  marriage,  and 
to  "  move  forward  on  the  simple  errand  that  brought  the  Saviour  into  the 
world,  proclaiming  Christ  and  him  crucified,"  and  thus  rendering  the  tracts  ac- 
ceptable and  useful  to  our  Mormon  brethren  I  So,  also,  as  the  usefulness  of  the 
minister  of  Christ  depends  on  his  message  being  heard,  he  ought  to  preach 
smooth  things,  lesf,  by  offending  his  people,  by  telling  thera  unwelcome  truths, 
he  drive  them  beyond  the  sound  of  the  gospell 
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The  feelings  of  the  Managers  of  this  great  institution  in  hostility  to 
the  Anti-slavery  cause  have  been  exhibited,  we  regret  to  say,  on  various 
occasions.  Without  recurring  to  facts  that  occurred  in  former  years,  it 
was  manifested  a  year  or  two  since,  in  the  appointment  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Stiles  to  be  one  of  the  Secretaries — a  Southerner  by  birth  and  asso- 
ciations— soon  after  his  speech  in  the  General  Assembly,  (N.  S.,)  in  which 
he  uttered  extravagant  pro-slavery  sentiments;  and  recently,  by  com- 
missioning a  virulent  opposer  of  the  Anti-slavery  movement  to  represent 
the  Society  in  London.  The  following  extract  from  the  Boston  Congre- 
gaiionalist  will  show  the  feeling  existing  in  New-England  with  reference 
to  these  appointments  : — 

Injtjdictous.— "We  hear  it  said  that  the  American  Bible  Society  ha«  made 
choice  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Ire nsepa  Prime  to  represent  it  at  the  approaching  Eng- 
lish Christian  festivities.  If  this  be  true,  we  deeply  regret  it.  .  .  .  But  for 
him  as  the  author— in  his  capacity  as  junior  editor  of  the  ^'"ew-To^k  Observer — 
of  the  unchristian,  undignified,  and  abusive  articles  in  reference  to  Mrs.  Stowe, 
Rev.  H.  W.  Beecher,  and  the  whole  Northern  sentiment  concerning  "  Uncle 
Tom's  Cabin,"  and  it.s  bearing  upon  slavery,  which  have  disgraced  the  columns 
of  that  journal  during  the  past  year,  we  have  a  feeling  of  mingled  sorrow  and 
disgust,  which  leads  us,  in  common  with  a  very  large  number  of  New-England 
Christians,  to  desire  that  he  should  be  no  representative  of  ours,  at  home  or 
beyond  sea.  As  friends  of  the  Bible  Society,  we  regret  that  some  brother  in 
general  sympathy  with  the  whole  Church  could  not  have  been  sent  to  re- 
present us  before  our  English  brethren.  We  do  not  ask  that  any  prominent 
Anti-slavery  clergyman  should  be  selected,  but  simply  that  some  brother  might 
go  to  speak  fui*ua  there  who  haa  not  so  extensively  and  perseveringly  wounded 
the  conscience  of  New-England,  and  virtually  put  his  shoulder  to  the  wheel  of 
the  halting  Juggernaut  of  American  Slavery. 

It  is  understood  that  Mr.  Prime,  on  arriving  in  London,  received  in- 
timations that  the  presentation  of  his  commission  would  not  be  accept- 
able.    He  did  not  publicly  appear. 
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In  this  connection  we  cannot  refrain  from  adverting  to  the  spirited 
resolutions  adojUed  on  the  10th  Way  bv  the  above-named  Society,  which, 
amidst  its  arduous  and  enterprising  eflPorts  to  restrain  and  subvert  what 
it  deems  the  spiritual  despotism  of  this  country  and  Europe,  has  not  con- 
sidered it  within  the  province  of  its  duty  to  combat,  or  encourage  others  to 
do  so,  the  despotism  over  body  and  mind  that  prevails  in  these  States.  It 
is  therefoie  peculiarly  gratifying  to  find  that  in  the  resolutions  adopted  at 
their  anniversary,  this  popular  Society  has  asserted  in  strong  and  unam- 
biguous language  the  doctrine  of  the  "Higher  Law,"  which  so  many  lay 
and  clerical  persons  have,  within  a  year  or  two  past,  sneered  at  with  unbe- 
coming inconsideracy.  These  seasonable  and  eloquent  resolutions,  we 
perceive,  were  introduced  by  the  astute  and  adroit  Dr.  Leonard  Bacon, 
and  warmly  seconded  by  the  erudite  and  liberty-loving  Ex-Chief  Justice 
Hornblower.*  If,  as  we  have  understood,  they  were  adopted  unani- 
mously, we  may  well  congratulate  ourselves  and  the  country  that,  at  last, 
the  De  Wilts,  Alexanders,  Bethunes,  Bairds,  Frehnghuysens,  Plumers, 
Springs,  and  Tyngs  of  this  age  are  making  progress  in  a  moral  reform, 
if  not  in  an  anti-slavery  direction.  But  we  will  not  logger  indulge  in 
remarks  on  the  subject,  but  present  the  resolutions  themselves,  with  the 
single  observation  that  the  significant  and  important  passages  will  require 
no  italicising  to  enable  the  attentive  reader  to  comprehend  readily  and 
fully  their  drift : — 

"Resolved,  Tliat,  in  all  cases,  the  intervention  of  secular  authority  and  physical 
force  to  forbid  the  reading  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  tiie  peaceful  utterance  and 
profession  of  religious  faith,  the  private  or  puMic  worship  of  God  without  dis- 
turbance of  the  public  peace,  or  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  to  such  as  are  willing 
to  hear  it,  is  an  intervention  between  conscience  and  the  only  Lord  of  conscience, 
and  is  therefore  a  violation  of  universal  and  inalienable  rights. 

'^Resolved,  That,  inasmuch  as  our  right  to  preach  the  gospel  wherever  men  -will 
hear  it  8j)ringp  directly  from  the  authority  of  the  Blessed  and  Only  Potentate, 
whose  commission  to  his  disciples  sends  them  into  all  the  world  to  preach  the 
goepel  to  ever\'  creature;  and  inasmucli  as  this  right  is  therefore  higher  than 
all  human  laws  and  compacts,  the  prohibitions  and  penalties  b)'  which  oppress- 
ive governments  forbid  tne  profession  and  the  jireaching  of  the  gospel,  cannot 
impair  this  right  in  the  judgment  of  conscience,  or  in  the  sight  of  God  ;  and  that 
the  power  which  enforces  such  laws  is  to  be  respected  only  as  we  respect  the 
armed  robber  who  tates  awav  our  goods. 

"Retolved,  That,  to  give  full  effect  to  the  remonstrances  of  Protestant  Chris- 
tians, and  of  the  so-called  Protestant  Governments,  against  the  infringements  of 
the  rights  of  conscience  by  the  Grand  Duko  of  Tuscany,  and  by  other  Roman 
Catholic  Governments,  it  is  necessarj'  that  the  parties  remonstrating  be  them- 
selves without  blame  in  respect  to  the  sacredness  of  religious  liberty;  and  that 
the  present  position  of  many  so-called  Protestant  Governments  in  Europe,  and  of 

*  It  does  not  appear  from  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting,  published  in  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Society,  that  the  resolutions  were  adopted;  ^ut  thoy 
doubtless  were,  as  has  been  stated  in  the  newspapers,  and  as  Dr.  Bacon's  "able 
>[)eech"  is  alluded  to,  and  jiruuiised  in  the  next  number  of  the  Society's  maga- 
zine. 
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Protestant  State  Chnrchea  there,  towards  Roman  Catholio  subjects,  and  towards 
Protestants  dissenting  from  the  Churches  established  by  law,  is  not  only  dis- 
graceful to  them  in  the  eye  of  all  intelligent  friends  of  liberty,  but  disastrous  to 
that  gospel  which  they  dishonor  by  their  profession  of  it 

"Retolved,  That  the  American  and  Foreign  Christian  Union  rejoices  in  the  many 
indications  that  the  time  has  come  when  all  the  forms  of  oi-ganized  injustice 
throughout  the  civilized  world  must  defend  themselves  before  the  public  senti- 
ment of  Christendom ;  when  whatever  cannot  be  shown  to  be  consistent  with 
the  common  Christian  sense  of  what  is  required  by  the  teachings  and  the  spirit 
of  Christ,  mnst  be  condemned  to  infamy  ;  and  that,  while  we  freely  acknowledge 
the  responsibility  of  America,  and  of  all  American  institutions,  to  that  high 
tribunal,  we  will  not  cease  to  arraign  and  prosecute  before  the  same  tribunal 
all  those  interventions  of  Governments  against  liberty  of  faith  and  worship 
which  are  and  have  been  the  greatest  obstacles  to  the  progress  of  the  gospel 
in  the  nominally  Christian  world." 


AMERICAN  MISSIONARY  ASSOCIATION. 

This  popular  and  increasing  Anti-slavery  Missionary  Society,  founded 
chiefly  by  the  officers  and  members  of  the  American  and  Foreign  Anti- 
slavery  Society,  held  its  annual  meeting  at  Bangor,  Me.,  September  29th, 
1852.  It  reported  11  churches,  and  65  male  and  female  missionaries  and 
teachers  in  foreign  countries,  and  31  churches  and  68  male  and  female 
missionaries  and  teachers  in  the  free  and  slave  States,  Canada,  and  among 
the  Indians — in  all  133  persons,  inculcating  an  anti-slavery  gospel^  and 
having  no  fellowship  with  slaveholders.  The  income  of  the  Association 
was  $30,726  29,  for  the  past  year. 

An  anti-slavery  discourse  of  great  merit  was  preached  by  Rev.  Joseph 
R.  Walker,  of  Ohio,  from  these  words  :  "//"  a  man  sag,  I  love  God,  and 
hateth  his  brother,  he  is  a  liar  ;  for  he  that  lovctk  not  his  brother  whom 
he  hath  seen,  how  can  he  love  God  whom  he  hath  not  seen  P 

The  following  were  among  the  resolutions  passed  : 

Retolved,  That  to  oppose  sin  in  one  set  of  relations  while  we  do  not  in  another — 
for  example,  to  oppose  intemperance  while  we  do  not  oppose  slavery,  or  to 
pray  against  oppression  while  we  vote  for  it — is  to  strike  down  Christian  princi- 
ple, to  deaden  conscience,  and,  in  the  end,  to  undermine  and  destroy  Christian 
character. 

Jiesolved,  That  Christians  should  labor  and  pray  earnestly,  and  give  liberally, 
not  only  for  the  causi  of  free  missions  in  heathen  lands,  but  also  to  build  up  and 
sustain  evangelical  churches  in  the  destitute  portions  of  our  own  country  that 
will  exclude  slaveholders  from  their  fellowship,  and  in  all  other  ways  practically 
honor  the  gospel. 

Heaolued,  That  on  the  prevalence  of  sound  anti-slavery  sentiment  in  the 
nation  depends,  under  God,  the  success  of  the  Christian  enterprise  in  which  we 
are  engaged. 

*'   V  *^  NORTH-WESTERX  HOMB  MISSIONARY  ASSOCIATION. 

A  call  for  a  Convention  to  form  a  Free  Mission  organization  for  the 
North-west  was  issued  at  Chicago,  111.,  September  4  th,  1851.  Accord- 
^°gl7>  a  general  meeting  of  "  the  friends  of  free  missions,  and  the  opposers 
of  tlaveholding  fellowship  in  the  North-west,"  to  perfect  the  organization, 
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and  "  to  take  further  action  in  relation  to  the  Anti-slavery  cause,  and  the 
'purification  of  the  Church  from  the  abomination  of  slavery,"  assembled 
at  Chicago,  July  7th  and  8th,  1852,  and  there  formed  the  new  Society. 
The  constitution  is  similar  to  that  of  the  American  Missionary  Association, 
except  that  the  labors  of  the  new  Society  will  be  confined  to  the  difi'usion 
of  an  anti-slavery  gospel  in  our  own  land. 

BAPTIST  FREE  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 

» 

The  distinctive  principles  of  this  Society  are  non-fellowship  with  slave- 
holders, and  rejection  of  the  avails  of  slavery  ofi"ered  for  religious  purposes. 
It  held  its  ninth  annual  meeting  at  Montrose,  Pa.,  June  2d,  1852. 
Two  churches  have  been  formed  in  connection  with  its  Haytien  mission. 
The  mission  appears  to  be  in  a  prosperous  condition.  It  has  four 
separate  preaching-places,  with  one  American  and  one  Haytien  preacher, 
three  American  female  assistants,  and  two  unordained  native  helpers. 
The  converted  Haytiens  have  organized  a  Missionary  Society,  and  re- 
solved to  support  a  native  preacher  at  St.  Marc.  The  Society  contem- 
plate a  mission  in  Africa  ;  and  a  native  African,  converted  in  connec- 
tion with  their  Haytien  mission,  is  expected  to  be  attaclied  to  it.  He  is 
now  at  their  seminary  in  McGrawville,  N.  Y.  The  Society  conducts 
other  missions,  both  in  this  country  and  in  Canada.  Mr.  Judd,  of  the 
Haytien  mission,  has  been  in  this  country  during  the  past  year,  soliciting 
funds  for  building  a  chapel  at  Port-au-Prince,  and  felt  much  encouraged 
with  the  prospects  of  the  mission. 

AMERICAN  FOREIGN  MISSIONARIES. 

The  Committee  have  been  greatly  cheered  by  letters  from  several  mis- 
sionaries in  foreign  countries,  who  went  out  to  their  fields  of  labor  under 
the  ausjiices  of  Boards  having  no  affinity  to  the  Anti-slavery  cause.  From 
these  letters  we  make  several  extracts  ;  and  first  from  letters  from  Rev.  D. 
Baldwin,  Lahaina,  Sandwich  Islands  : 

"The  last  Monday  of  every  month  we  continue  to  observe  as  the  day  to  pray 
for  the  end  of  slaver}-.  .  .  .  Slavery  appears  to  this  half-enlightened  people  an 
anomalous  evil,  a  cruel  prodigy,  and  a  deep  and  reproachful  stain  on  the  other- 
wise fair  character  of  our  country,  which  can  neither  be  excused  nor  explaine<l 
away.  There  is  no  evil  for  the  extermination  of  which  the  Christian  pcojde 
here  pray  more  sincerely.  In  one  of  these  concerts,  one  of  our  most  intelligent 
natives  said  to  me,  'Then  it  is  true  that  some  parts  of  your  countrj-  raise  hoys 
and  girls  to  sell,  as  we  do  pigs?'  I  replied  that  so  I  understood  it.  He  said, 
'  We  have  had  cruel  oppression  enough  here,  but  never  any  thing  like  that,  even 
in  our  darkest  heatlien  daj's.'  .  .  .  There  are  many  of  our  people  in  these  islands, 
in  the  mission  and  out  of  it,  who  feel  a  deep  interest  in  the  suhject  of  American 
slavery,  and  who  hail  with  joy  everj-  proof  that  correct  views  of  human  rights  are 
gaining  ground.  ...  In  my  last  letter  I  sut-'gested  your  offering  a  premium  for 
a  tract  on  some  important  anti-slavery  topic.  Afterwards  I  mentioned  in  one 
of  our  native  meetings  what  I  had  written  to  you,  and  asked  the  church  if  they 
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voukl  furnish  a  hundred  dollars  for  such  a  purpose.  Several  raised  both  hands, 
mmi  said,  '  Only  tell  us  when  jou  wish  it,  and  it  will  come.'  * 

"Mr.  Green  and  some  other  missionaries  are  full-souled  in  the  cause,  and  will 
be  until  the  last  shackle  is  off  .  .  .  You  must  be  rejoiced  at  the  wonderful  run 
Uncle  Tom's  Cabin  has  had.  I  trust  Mrs.  Stowe  will  not  lay  that  pen  down 
quite  yet  We  want  facts  and  arguments  that  no  man  of  sense  will  ev.r  attempt 
to  answer,  and  such  facts  and  arguments  can  be  found  against  slaverj-.f 

"  Your  Society,  which  has  for  its  aim  to  enlighten  public  sentiment  and  bring  it  to 
the  Christian  standard  on  the  subject  of  human  rights;  to  brinu'  man  sellias,  man- 
stealing,  man-owning,  and  man-degrading  to  an  end,  the  world  over,  1  put  second 
to  no  other  Society  in  ita  claims  on  the  contributions  and  prayers  of  all  who  love 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  .  .  .  .Vlmost  all  our  ship-captains  are  jro-slavcrv.  .  .  . 
I  take  the  National  Era,  the  Independent,  and  the  New-York  Eranr/eli.tt.  For 
ten  or  twelve  years  I  took  the  weekly  paper  from  the  otfice  of  the  Journal  of 
Commerce,  and  read  all  the  apologies  for  slavery  and  the  South  the  editor  put 
into  it  .  .  .  Are  not  good  signs  multiplying,  and  this  through  just  such  dis- 
cussions as  had  '  put  back  emancipation  fifty  years  ?'  .  .  . 

"I  send  you  a  draft,  $75  50  of  it  collected  in  our  anti-slavery  concerts  of 
prayer;  $61  12,  a  donation  from  females  of  the  Lahaina  church;  and  §2:5  from 
a  lawyer  and  a  minister  here.  One  hundred  dollars  of  it  is  for  the  premium  for 
a  tract  on  account  of  the  Lahaina  church,  and  the  balance  towards  another 
premium  tract  on  some  anti-slavery  topic.  .  .  .  Would  not  an  etfective  tract, 
embodying  in  a  perspicuous  form  the  inevitable  consequences  of  slavery  on  both 
races,  written  in  great  kindness  and  with  the  force  of  truth,  adapted  to  secure 
the  attention  of  thinking  and  patriotic  men  at  the  South,  aid  in  eiianginii  their 
wrong  views  of  the  nation?  After  being  twenty-two  years  from  the  United 
States,  and  at  such  a  distance,  I  cannot  pretend  to  know  what  the  [lublie  mind 
most  requires.  .  .  . 

"I  cannot  but  think  it  a  high  and  sacred  duty  of  all  the  Directors  of  the 
Benevolent  Societies  to  mingle  with  the  Anti-slavery  Society,  and  use  their 
exertions  to  stir  up  Christians  to  action  and  prayer  in  such  a  cause.  .  .  .  Surely 
none  of  them  will  deem  a  cause  beneath  their  notice  or  efforts  which  commanded 
the  mightiest  exertions  of  such  men  as  Wilberforce.  ...  I  have,  within  a  short 
time,  made  myself  a  life  member  of  the  Tract  Society ;  and  if  they  expended  all 
I  gave  them  in  a  tract  which  would  show  Southerners  what  a  burainj;  curse 
slavery  always  has  been  and  always  must  be,  to  masters  as  well  as  slaves,  nothing 
would  please  me  more.  .  .  .  After  all,  is  the  difficulty  so  much  in  the  officers 
of  the  Tract  and  other  Societies,  as  it  is  in  the  mass  of  professing  Christians  who 
make  up  those  Societies? 

"Have  we  not  all  been  trained  to  wrong  opinions;  to  b>-lieve  that  black  men 
are  scarcely  men  at  all — that  it  is  out  of  the  way  for  them  to  talk  of  human 
rights — that  the  Constitution  does  not  apply  to  them,  except  when  they  run  awav 
from  slavery — that,  being  an  inferior  order  of  beings,  they  are  onlv  tit  for  slaves, 
predicted  to  be  servants,  and  that  perhaps  he  who  holds  them  in  bondage  is 
carrying  out  the  will  of  God?  ...  I  have  never  seen  a  railroad,  but  I  am  told 
there  are  many  in  our  land,  and  that  when  the  train  is  coming,  it  is  not  safe  tO 
stand  on  the  track.  One  foolhardy  enough  to  stand  there,  seems  to  me  a  fit 
emblem  with  which  to  compare  one  who  in  these  days  advocates  or  apologizes 
for  slavery,  or  who  is  inditffrent  to  the  subject  I  hope  the  time  is  not  distant 
when  such  indifference  will  not  be  found  in  the  churches  or  in  the  ministry ;  or 

"  The  Committee  have  proposed  ?100  for  the  best  essay  on  the  following  subject: 
Amkricvn  Slavery  a  formidable  obstacle  to  the  coxveesion  of  the  world.  Hon. 
William  Jay,  Rev.  G.  W.  Perkins  and  Rev.  Dr.  Pennington  have  consented  to  act 
in  examining  and  adjudicating  the  prize.  The  tract  must  not  exceed  24  pp.  12mo, 
leaded.  The  articles  should  be  sent  to  Lewis  Tappan,  Corresponding  Secretary, 
a«  early  as  the  1st  August,  1853. 

f  The  wishes  of  this  brother  have  been  satisfactorily  fulfilled  in  the  compila- 
tion and  publioatiou  of  the  "  Key  to  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin,"  the  argiuneut  of  which 
may  be  ref«t*-d  \\h..u  Euclid  \»  proved  to  be  a  sophist 
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if  found,  wiU  be  thouplit  as  fatal  to  the  Christian. reputation  as  the  train  of  oars 
to  him  who  stands  in  their  way." 

We  have  made  such  copious  extracts  because  it  is  interesting  to  see  the 
effect  produced  on  a  Christian  philanthropist  in  a  far-distant  country,  after 
an  absence  of  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  from  his  native  land,  by  con- 
trasting the  anti-slavery  truth  that  has  been  published  to  the  world,  and 
the  fog  that  had  previously  enveloped  him,  and  which  still  encircles  mul- 
titudes whr  remain  amons:  us.  It  is  also  a  remarkable  fact  that  the 
heathen  converted  throuorh  the  instrumentalitv  of  American  missionaries 
are  amazed  at  the  conduct  of  those  who  have  sent  these  missionaries  to 
them,  and  desire  to  repay  the  country  that  has  so  greatly  benefited  thera, 
by  aiding  in  delivering  it  from  a  heathenism  so  dark  as  American  slavery. 

The  following  extracts  are  from  letters  from  another  missionary,  who 
has  passed  the  last  twenty-five  years  at  the  Sandwich  Islands — Rev.  Jona- 
than S.  Green,  of  Makawao : 

"  I  feel  the  deepest  interest  in  the  movements  of  your  Societ}',  and  I  doubt 
not  that  God  and  holy  beings  on  earth  and  in  heaven  do  so  too.  And  if  this  be 
so,  j'ou  have  little  need  to  be  concerned  whether  the  great  ones  of  this  world 
afford  vou  their  sjTiipathy  or  not  You  need  not  be  partx-ularly  anxious  to 
prove  that  you  are  engaged  in  a  cause  which  would  have  had  the  sympathy  and 
cooperation  of  Jefferson,  and  Jaj-,  and  Washington,  had  those  noble-minded  men 
lived  to  this  day.  ...  If  God  be  for  ue,  who  can  be  against  us?  That  he  is 
for  30U,  is  as  true  as  that  he  has  a  throne  in  the  heavens.  The  revelation  which 
he  has  uiade  in  the  Bible,  his  dealings  with  despots  and  oppressors  in  every 
age,  shows  this  in  the  clearest  light.  ...  As  God  is  true,  you  will  find  that  you 
have  not  labored  in  vain." 

Such  sentiments  do  honor  to  the  ministry.  "We  could,  did  space  permit, 
make  additional  extracts  from  letters  from  missionaries,  abroad  and  in  this 
country,  of  similar  import  And  it  is  a  pleasing  fact  that  so  many  min- 
isters of  the  gospel,  of  various  denominations,  are  taking  an  open  and 
decided  stand  on  the  right  side  of  the  Anti-slavery  question.  That  many 
of  the  clergy  do  not,  but  affect  to  be  neutral,  or  are  openly  opposed,  we 
lament  to  say  is  too  true.  Still  we  have  no  sympathy  with  men  profess- 
ing to  be  thorough  Abolitionists,  who  assail  the  Christian  ministry  because 
so  many  among  them  disgrace  their  profession  or  impugn  the  Scripture, 
in  deducing  from  it  the  justification  of  slavery.  The  Bible  is  true, 
Christianity  worthy  of  acceptation,  and  the  ministry  of  reconciliation 
worthy  of  honor  and  respect,  albeit  so  many  preachers  explain  His  holy 
volume  as  the  charter  of  oppression,  or  stand  aloof  from  the  Anti-slavery 
cause.  There  can  be  no  rational  expectation  of  success  in  this  cause,  in 
any  other  way  than  by  employing  Christian  means  in  a  Christian  spirit, 
relying  upon  the  Divine  promise  and  the  aid  of  the  Almighty. 

At  the  same  time,  we  candidly  acknowledge  that  it  is  our  firm  belief  that 
those  preachers  and  those  editors  of  religious  publications  who  denounce 
the  anti-slavery  movement,  assail  the  true-hearted  Abolitionists  of  the 
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land,  defend  or  apologize  for  American  slavery  and  slaveholdinT  and 
attempt  to  bring  to  the  support  of  their  views  the  Scriptures,  are  doinrr 
immense  injury  to  the  cause  of  Christ;  that  they  are  misleading  more 
minds,  and  driving  men  faster  into  infidelity,  than  ten  times  the  number 
of  secret  or  open  enemies  of  Christianity  in  the  country. 

To  enable  our  readers  to  see  how  the  course  pursued  by  pro-slavery 
religious  newspapers  strikes  the  minds  of  men  who  make  no  pretenses  to 
evangelical  religion,  we  quote  the  following  paragraph  from  an  influential 
secular  press  in  this  city  :* 

"  The  Tribune  is  sometimes  accused — we  think  nnjustly — of  promoting  infidel- 
ity. We  have  allowed  free  speech  and  fair  play  to  infidels,  without  intending  to 
favor  their  views.  But  there  are  those  who  profess  to  be  the  especial  guardians 
and  teachers  of  religion,  who  are  doing  much  to  make  and  multiply  infidels.  We 
allude  to  those  professedly  religious  people  who  quote  the  Bible  in  defense  or 
palliation  of  slavery — such,  for  example,  as  the  etlitors  of  papers  like  the  New- 
York  Observer Infidelity  has  no  more  efficient  promoter  on  earth 

than  the  man  who,  professing  Christianity,  cites  the  Bible  to  excu3«  or  palliate 
iniquity.  And  we  regard  a  newspaper  which  professes  to  inculcate  the  religion 
of  Christ,  whose  teaching  was,  '  Whatsoever  ye  would  that  others  should  do  to 
you,  do  ye  also  unto  them,'  and  at  the  same  time  defend  African  slavery  as  it 
exists  among  us,  as  an  engine  for  the  spread  of  infidelity,  a  thousand  times  more 
potent  than  any  merely  secular  or  professedly  infidel"  journal  would  be.  We 
look  upon  a  man  who  professes  to  be  a  disciple  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  who  fails  to 
rebuke  or  condemn  such  wrongs  and  evils  as  are  involved  in  the  perpetuation  of 
slavery,  as  one  who  says  'Lord,  Lord!'  but  does  the  opposite  of  what  Christ 
commanded.  We  never  take  a  professedly  religious  sheet  into  our  hands  and 
find  it  extenuating  the  evil  of  slavery,  that  it  does  not  excite  in  us  an  inexpress- 
ible loathing.  If  infidelity  is  spreading  to-day  in  this  nation,  it  is  more,  a  thou- 
sand times  more,  owing  to  the  preaching  of  a  Christianity  which  defends  such 
iniquities  as  slavery  and  slaveholding,  than  to  every  other  agency  combined. 
Talk  not  to  us  of  the  infidelity  preached  by  newspapers,  while  such  corrupting 
fountains  pour  their  poisonous  waters  through  a  thousand  professedlu  Christian 
channels."f     ....  i-    J  v 

AMERICAN    REFORM    TRACT    AND    BOOK    SOCIETV. 

This  Society  was  formed  by  a  number  of  Christiana  of  diflferent  evan- 
gelical denominations,  as.sembled  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  December,  1851, 
to  supply  our  own  population,  immigrants,  those  who  speak  the  German 
and  Spanish  languages,  and  others,  with  cheap  and  useful  publications, 
especially  on  subjects  which  other  Tract  Societies  overlook.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  American  Tract  Society  refuses  to  print  any  thing  on  the 
sinfulness  of  American  slavery.  A  new  Society,  therefore,  seemed  abso- 
lutely necessary  "  to  prevent  slavery  from  possessing  our  new  Territories," 

•  New- York  Baili/  Tribune. 

f  Reverential. — The  New-York  Obterver  quotes,  approvingly,  a  saying  of  the 
New-York  Courier  and  Enquirer,  that  "  a  man  of  any  religious  creed  who  speaks 
irreverently  of  the  clergy  of  every  other  denomination,  Ls  guilty  of  nothing  more 
nor  less  than  downright  licentiougneta."  The  clergy  of  every  denominat  on  are 
worthy  of  renpect  when  they  preach  the  truth  and  practise  it ;  when  they  do  not; 
they  discredit  their  calling,  and  deserve  no  respect.  We  wish  these  papers  had 
more  reverence  for  merit,  and  less  for  persons. — National  Era. 


and  to  supply  a  deficiency  with  regard  to  the  whole  people  of  the  United 
States. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  American  Missionary  Association,  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  as  the  "American  Reform  Tract  and  Book  Society"  covers  a 
large  and  important  field,  upon  which  other  Societies  have  refused  to  enter,  we 
view  it  as  an  instrumentality  well  adapted  to  the  propagation  of  a  pure  Chris- 
tianity, to  the  abolition  of  all  the  strongholds  of  vice  and  wrong,  and  to  the 
elevation  of  all  classes  of  human  beings ;  and  that  we  welcome  this  institution 
as  a  valuable  aid  to  free  missions,  cordially  recommending  it  to  the  liberal 
patronage  of  all  who  desire  the  conversion  and  salvation  of  the  world. 

The  Society  has  published  Tract  No.  1,  Separation  from  Sin  and 
Sinners,  pp.  24.  —  No.  2,  Hebrew  Servitude  and  American  Slavery. 
pp.  8.  —  No.  3,  On  Slavery.*  [Premium  Tract]  pp.  24.  Price,  1500 
pages,  $1,  We  earnestly  commend  this  new  Society  to  public  patron- 
age. It  needs  funds  and  the  active  cooperation  of  all  who  believe  that 
a  Reform  Tract  and  Book  Society  is  greatly  needed. 

UNION    CHRISTIAN    CONVENTIONS. 

A  Christian  Convention  assembled  at  Ravenna,  O.,  June  2,  1852, 
which  was  attended  by  some  of  the  most  distinguished  friends  of  the  Anti- 
slavery  cause.  Discussions  took  place,  and  some  startling  facts  were 
elicited  of  the  subserviency  of  some  of  the  religious  denominations  to 
slavery.  Evidence  was  given  of  the  alterations  that  had  been  made  in 
hymns  by  religious  bodies  to  suit  the  pro-slavery  spirit  existing  in  the 
community.  During  the  session,  the  following  resolutions,  among  others, 
were  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  slaveholding  is,  under  all  circumstances,  a  heinous  sin  against 
God,  and  a  gross  violation  of  the  most  sacred  rights  of  human  nature." 

Resolved,  That  a  Church  which  receives  slaveholders,  and  those  who  justify 
slave-holding,  to  her  communion,  is  false  to  the  mission  of  a  true  Church  of 
Christ. 

Resolved,  That  those  ecclesiastical  bodies  which  persist,  against  remonstrance 
and  petitions  to  the  contrary,  in  receiving  slaveholders,  and  retaining  them  in 
their  communion,  do  not  represent  the  religion  of  the  Bible,  and  should  no 
longer  be  recognized  in  any  manner  as  branches  of  the  Christian  Church.  And 
we  earnestly  exhort  aU  Christians  and  local  organizations  connected  with  them 
to  dissolve  their  connection  with  those  who  remain  in  ecclesiastical  bodies  fel- 
lowshipping  slaveholders,  after  light  has  been  diffused  and  remonstrance  tried  in 
vain. 

Resolved,  That  fidelity  to  a  fundamental  principle  of  our  movement — non- 
fellowship  with  slaveholders — requires  us  to  withdraw  from  ecclesiafetical  bodies, 
churches,  and  church-members,  that  fellowship  slaveholders,  or  who  justify 
slaveholding. 

Resolved,  That  the  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions,  the 
American  Home  Missionar}'  Society,  the  American  Tract  Society,  the  American 
Sunday-school  Union,  and  the  American  Bible  Society,  in  consequence  of  the 
countenance  and  support  they  give  to  American  slavery,  are  unworthy  of  the 
confidence  and  support  of  American  Christians. 


Written  by  a  member  of  this  Committee,  Rev.  Joshua  Leavitt. 
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JUaolved,  That  while  we  are  in  favor  of  Bible  Societies  organized  and  con- 
ducted OQ  right  principles,  printing  Bibles  without  note  or  comment,  and 
distribnting  them  to  the  destitute  at  home  and  abroad;  and  while  we  consider 
the  Bible  an  inspired  anti-slavery  book,  yet  we  enter  our  protest  against  a 
Society  that,  while  it  distributes  the  Bible  in  other  lands  without  regard  to  legal 
obstructions,  distributes  it  to  the  slaves  at  home  only  where  legal  obstructions 
do  not  exist ;  and  while  its  publications  condemn,  in  strong  denunciatory  terms, 
the  Romish  Church  and  the  laws  of  Italy,  for  preaching  a  gospel  without  the 
Bible,  yet  they  are  dumb  in  the  presence  of  the  slave  laws  and  the  American 
churches,  who  profess  to  give  the  gospel  to  the  slaves  while  they  refuse  to  give 
them  the  Bible. 

A  religious  Anti-slavery  Coavention,  in  which  the  different  denomi- 
nations of  Christians  and  Christian  ministers  were  quite  proportionately 
and  very  respectably  represented,  was  recently  held  at  West  Randolph, 
Vt.     The  following  resolutions  were  passed  : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  subject  of  American  slavery  calls  loudly  for  the  vigilant 
attention  of  Christian  men,  and  for  their  increased  endeavors  not  only  to  resist 
the  further  progress  of  the  evil,  but  to  deliver  our  country  entirely  from  its 
existence. 

2.  That  we  believe  American  slavery,  both  in  principle  and  practice,  to  be 
directly  opposed  to  the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ  and  every  principle  of  moral 
rectitude,  and  utterly  abominable  before  God. 

3.  That  we  consider  slaveholding  as  much  out  of  its  place  in  the  Church  as 
would  be  any  other  system  of  iniquity;  and  that  it  is  the  solemn  duty  of  all 
professed  people  of  God  to  deliver  themselves  as  speedily  as  pos.«ible  from  all 
participation  in  the  enormous  evil. 

4.  That  those  who  persist  in  the  practice  of  slaveholding,  whether  church 
members  or  ministers,  should  not  be  treated  as  members  in  good  standing ;  and 
there  should  be  no  fraternal  correspondence  with  ecclesiastical  bodies  who 
tolerate  slaveholding  in  their  churches,  and  refuse  to  listen  to  the  voice  of 
remonstrance. 

6.  That  the  late  act  of  Congress  called  the  "  Fugitive  Slave  Law"  is  incom- 
patible with  the  revealed  will  of  God ;  contrary  particularly  to  that  fundamental 
principle  of  the  gospel,  "All  things  whatsoever  ye  would  that  men  should  do 
unto  you,  do  ye  even  so  to  them;"  that  strenuous  endeavors  ought  to  '»e  used 
to  prociu-e  its  repeal ;  and  that  in  the  meantime  it  is  incomparably  better  to 
endure  peacefully  its  penalties,  than  to  sin  against  humanity,  conscience,  and 
the  authority  of  God,  by  yielding  obedience  to  its  unjust  requisitions. 

8.  Tliat  no  preaching  of  the  gospel  is  likely  ever  to  reclaim  men  from  the  sin 
of  slaveholding  without  direct  and  faithful  application  to  the  evil  itself  as  in 
other  cases  of  transgression. 

9.  That  our  great  religious  Societies  which  are  laboring  to  establish  the  gospel 
m  the  waste  places  of  our  land,  and  to  send  it  abroad  among  heatlien  nations, 
ought  to  remember  the  millions  in  this  counti-y  who  are  purposely  kept  in 
heathenish  ignorance,  and  by  no  means  tolerate  slavery  in  the  churches  gathered 
by  their  missionaries,  any  more  Uian  caste,  or  polygamy,  or  any  other  iniquity; 
and  that  mwMonaries  who  persist  in  receiving  slaveholders  ought  to  be  rejected. 
— American.  Miuionary,  Sept.,  1852. 

SUPPLYING  THE  SLAVES  WFTH  BIBLES. 
The  colporteur  of  the  American  Missionary  Association  in  Kentucky 
has  been  successful  in  his  work.  He  converses  faithfully  with  slave- 
holders on  the  iniquity  of  the  system  of  slavery,  and  circulates  copies  of 
the  Scriptures  among  the  slaves  who  can  read.  Occasionally  he  meets 
with  opposition.     He  says,  persons  not  holding  slaves  are  the  first  to 
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raise  their  voice  against  slaves  having  the  Bible,  and  against  universal 
freedom.  The  slaveholders,  generally,  he  finds  are  willing  to  have  their 
slaves  read  the  Scrij)tures,  and  some  of  them  are  even  ready  to  pay  for 
the  books.  The  apj)eal8  made  to  the  consciences  of  slaveholders  he  some- 
times finds  successful.  One  aged  man,  who  had  made  provision  for  the 
freedom  of  his  slaves  at  his  death,  against  the  remcjstrances  of  his  heirs-at- 
law,  when  urged  to  do  his  duty  firmly  and  without  delay,  burst  into  tears. 
On  revisiting  the  districts  where  the  people  have  had  time  to  read  and 
study  concferning  the  great  evil  and  sinfulness  of  slavery,  and  its  proper 
remedy,  the  colporteur  states :  "  I  have  great  occasion  for  rejoicing.  .  ,  . 
I  am  cheered  by  many  indications  of  kind  feeling  towards  myself  person- 
ally, and  many  e.xpressions  of  desire  for  anti-slavery  and  other  publica- 
tions which  I  am  distributing."  In  some  districts  there  have  been 
lectures  and  debates  concerning  the  evil  of  slavery.  One  person  remarked 
that  "the  days  of  slavery  were  numbered,  and  that  the  slaveholders 
themselves  were  aware  of  it." 

ANTI-SLAYERY  CHURCHES  IN  SLAVE  STATES."' 

The  above  Association  sustain  two  missionaries  in  Kentucky  and  one 
in  another  slave  State.*  Rev.  John  G.  Fee,  in  Kentucky,  has  labored 
for  several  years  with  indomitable  courage  and  zeal  in  rearing  anti- 
slavery  churches  in  his  native  State.  He  preaches  regularly  to  two, 
neitherof  which  admits  slaveholders  as  members.  His  "  Noii-ftUowship 
with  Slaveholders-  the  Duty  of  Christians,"-,  which  was  published  by 
this  Society,  has  been  freely  circulated  in  Kentucky,  and  awakened  the 
attention  of  many  persons.  The  missionary  in  the  other  State  alluded 
to,  reports  the  existence  of  eleven  churches  in  four  neighboring  counties, 
having  an  aggregate  membership  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  persons, 
and  preaches  to  six  different  congregations.  The  churches  under  his 
care  admit  no  slaveholder  to  their  communion.  Many  of  these  churches 
are  composed  chiefly  of  persons  of  the  poorer  class.  Some  of  them  have 
been  greatly  persecuted.  A  clergyman  in  Ohio,  who  is  well  acquainted 
with  the  missionary,  says :  "There  are  hundreds  of  anti-slavery  people 

in who  attend  his  preaching,  and   he  not  unfrequentiy  has 

pro-slavery  hearers.  He  is  the  only  man  in  all  that  region  who  has  the 
courage  to  open  his  mouth  for  the  dumb.  A  Northern  man  cannot 
preach  there.  Some  false  issue  would  be  raised  against  him,  and  he 
would  be  killed,  or  driven  ofi"  immediately."  This  devott^'d  missionary, 
in  a  recent  communication,  states  : 

"Anti-slavery  pentimcnts  are  lookefl   upon    moro  favorably  than   they  have 
been  in  times  past.    .  .  .    Persons  holding  and   advocating  euch  sentimenls  are 

*  Name  omitted,  from  prudential  reasona. 
9 
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yet  so  proscribed,  that  it  requires  a  great  <leal  of  fortitude  to  hrar  flie  aarca?tic 
reflections  that  are  heaped  upon  them  ;  still,  there  are  a  few  wlio  liavr.  thas  fur, 
.stood  up  for  the  right,  and  will,  Uy  God'.i  u'race,  continue  to  do  so.  .  .  .  IL-re 
is  the  moral  battle-tield.  Shall  the  enemy  have  the  conquest?  Xo,  never!  Let 
us  wage  unceasing  war  against  slavery  and  all  moral  evils.  Help  us,  brethren, 
by  your  means  and  your  prayers,  and,  under  God,  we  shall  3'et  triumph." 

MUTILATIONS  AND   EXPURGATIONS  OF  ENGLISH  AND  AilEKICAN" 

PUBLICATIONS. 

The  following  notice  was  published  during  the  last  year  in  most  of  the 
anti-slavery  newspapers : 

LvFORMATiox  WA>rrED. — A  competent  person  has  been  engaged  to  collect,  with 
a  view  to  publication  in  this  country  and  England,  the  principal  mutilations  and 
expurgations  of  English  ami  American  publications,  by  American  publisher?, 
bookseller?,  and  authors.  Tract  and  Sunday-school  Societies,  Ecclesiastical  Assem- 
blies and  Committees,  <fec.,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  sales  in  the  slave  States, 
or  the  favor  of  ecclesiastical  and  political  parties  and  persons  in  authority,  with 
a  discussion  of  the  principles  connected  with  such  conduct.  It  is  believed  that 
a  full  statement  of  these  mutilations  and  expurgations  will  astonish  the  American 
people  and  the  civilized  world. 

Some  progress  has  been  made  in  investigations  and  collations.  All  persons 
friendly  to  the  undertaking,  and  especially  the  friends  of  the  Anti-slavery  cause, 
are  requested  to  aft'ord  their  aid  by  communicating  to  the  undersigned,  as  early 
as  possible,  all  facts  in  their  possession  relating  to  the  subject,  with  particular 
reference  to  the  editions,  authors,  publishers,  ifec,  ifec.  A  copy  of  the  work,  when 
printed,  will  be  sent  to  each  person  who  communicates  authentic  information. 

Lewis  Tappan,  Cor.  Sec 
American  &  Foreign  Anti-Slavery  Society. 

New-York,  July  22,  1852. 

N.  B. — Editors  throughout  the  country,  who  are  friendly  to  the  object,  are 
respectfully  requested  to  give  the  above  one  or  more  insertions. 

We  have  not  yet  received  all  the  responses  that  ace  expected,  but  the 
materials  collected  by  the  Committee  have  been  an-anged  as  far  as  ptjs- 
sible  with  a  view  to  publication.  The  Orst  chapter  comprises  the  altera- 
tions that  have  been  made  in  Christian  psalmody  by  different  denomina- 
tions, so  as  to  expunge  anti-slavery  sentiments.  It  is  not  yet  decided 
whether  this  shall  be  published  separately,  or  time  taken  to  arrange  all 
the  alterations  of  anti-slavery  literature  deemed  important  to  be  laid 
before  the  public,  and  the  same  be  arranged  for  publication  together. 
Judge  Jay,  in  his  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  American  Tract  Society, 
has  anticipated  the  Committee  in  the  publication  of  part  of  the  facts 
collected.  But  these  facts  are  accumulating,  and  it  recjuires  much  labor 
to  collect  them  from  various  publications  and  arrange  them  in  a  systema- 
tic manner.  When  completed,  they  will  comprise,  it  is  believed,  an 
amount  of  evidence  respecting  the  subserviency  of  the  North,  that  will 
corroborate  all  that  has  been  said  respecting  the  control  the  slave  power 
has  had  over  public  sentiment  in  the  preparation  and  publication  of 
books. 
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ANTI-SLAVERY  PUBLICATIONS. 

The  immense  issues  of  "  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin,"  and  the  extraordinary 
avidity  with  which  it  has  been  read,  have  called  forth  other  anti-slavery 
publications,  and  given  to  literature  of  this  description  unwonted  popu- 
larity and  success.  Mrs.  Stowe's  principal  work  has  been  followed  by 
another  of  equal  importance,  entitled  "The  Key  to  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin," 
in  which  the  facts  are  given  to  the  public  jppon  which  the  incidents  ia 
her  first  work  were  founded.  This  compilation  demonstrates  that  the 
author,  so  far  from  setting  down  "  aught  in  malice,"  had  rather  "  extenu- 
ated" the  atrocities  of  slavery. 

Hildreth's  '•  White  Slave "  has  also,  like  the  works  of  Mrs.  Stowe, 
atb-acted  great  attention  both  in  this  country  and  in  Europe.* 

Goodell's  "  Slavery  and  Anti-slavery  ;  a  History  of  the  Great  Struggle 
in  both  Hemi-pheres,"  and  his  "American  Slave  Code,"  are  able  works, 
and  meet  with  deserved  success. 

Jewett  (k  Co.,  the  enterprising  publishers  of  "Uncle  Tom's  Cabin'' 
and  the  '-Key,"  have  issued  Jay's  "Miscellaneous  Writings  on  Slavery," 
Gidding-'s  "  Speeches  in  Congress,"  Mrs.  Slowe's  "  Two  Altars,"  Sumner's 
"  White  Slavery  in  the  Barbary  States,"  and  also  "Autographs  for  Free- 
dom ;"  making,  we  learn,  four  hundred  and  twenty-eight  thousand 
volume-  of  anti-slavery  publications  issued  by  them  during  the  year 
1852  and  the  fir>t  half  of  the  year  1853.  They  have  in  the  press,  and 
will  i.-sue  very  soon,  Mrs.  Child's  "  Memoirs  of  Isaac  T.  Hopper,"  Whit- 
tier's  "  Sabbath  Scene,"  illustrated,  and  a  series  of  Anti-slavery  picture- 
books. 

])uring  the  same  period,  Buell  <t  Blanchard,  printers  of  the  National 
Era  at  Washington,  issued  nearly  half  a  million  copies  of  speeches  in 
Congress  on  the  side  of  freedom. 

The  followinix  works  have  also  been  recentlv  issued  : 

"An  Inquiry  into  Scriptural  and  Ancient  Servitude,  in  which  it  is 
shown  that  neither  was  Chattel  Slavery;  with  the  remedy  for  American 
Slaver}'."     By  E.  Smith,  Minister  of  the  Gospel,  Mansfield,  Ohio. 

"Slavery  and  the  Church."    By  William  Hosmer,  Auburn,  N.Y. 

"  The  Slave-Catcher  caught  in  the  Meshes  oi  the  Eternal  Law."  By 
Asa  Rand,  Minister  of  the  Gospel.     Cleveland  (0.) :  Smead  <fe  CowU-s. 

'Twelve  Years  a  Slave.  Narrative  of  Solomon  Northup,  a  citizen  of 
New-Yiirk,  kidnapped  in  Washington  City  in  1841,  and  rescufd  in  1853 

*  Unlike  another  American  historian,  wlio  mutilntfd  hi?  own  works  to  irratify 
Southern  readers,  and  prepare  the  way  f>r  hi.s  own  political  advancement,  Air. 
Ilildreth  noMy  arra3-ed  himself  on  the  Anti-slavery  cause,  and  has  nin'iitained 
his  jiosition,  without  caring  whether  his  course  would  iijure  or  benefit  liis  liter- 
ary- productioub  or  his  own  reputation,     llonor  to  whom  honor  belongs! 
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from  a  cotton  plantation  near  the  Red  river  in  Louisiana."     Auburn  : 

Derby  &  Miller.   Buffalo:  Derby,  Orton  &  Mulligan.    Cincinnati:  Heniy 

W.  Derby. 

"The  Higher  Law,  in  its  relations  to  Civil  Government,  with  particular 

reference  to  Slavery  and  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law."    By  William  Hosraer. 

Auburn :  Derby  &  Miller. 

These  publications,  widely  circulated,  are  adapted  to  the  times,  and 
are  calculated  to  do  great  good. 

A  monthly  paper,  entitled  Facts  for  the  People,  has  been  commenced 
by  the  editor  of  the  National  Era.  It  is  "  designed  for  preservation, 
(being  in  quarto  form,)  as  a  document  for  reference,  or  for  general  circu- 
lation, as  a  Free  Democratic  missionary,  especially  among  those  not  yet 
familiar  with  the  Anti-slavery  movement.  It  will  be  composed  chiefly 
of  articles  from  the  National  Era,  adapted  particularly  to  the  purpose 
named."  Besides  the  above-mentioned  papers,  there  are  the  following, 
enumerated  in  the  Facts  for  the  People :  f 
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Inquirer,  Portland,  Me.     A.  Willey.     $2  per  annum. 
Independent  Democrat,  Concord,  N.  H.     G.  G.  Fotrg.     $2. 
News,  Keene,  N.  IL     S.  Woodward.     Si  25. 
Democrat^  Manchester,  N.  IL     J.  H.  Goodale.     $1   50. 
Messenger,  Portsmouth,  X.  H.     T.  J.  Wliittam.     §1. 
Freeman,  Montpelier,  Vt.     D.  P.  Thompson.     ?2. 
Observer,  Morrisville,  Vt.     J.  A.  Somerby.     -$1  25. 
Telegraph,  Springfield,  Vt.     L.  T.  Guernsey.     $1  75. 
Democrat^  Brattleborough,  Vt     W.  Nichols.     >;i  50. 
Brandon  Post,  Brandon,  Vt     P.  Welch.     ^1. 
Courier,  Burlington,  Vt     G.  C.  Samson.     -*!   50. 

Commonwealth,  Boston,  Mass.     J.  D.  Baldwin.     Daily,  S5 ;  weekly,  $2. 
Sentinel,  North  Adams,  Mass.     A  D.  Brock.     $1   50. 
American,  Lowell,  Mass.     W.  S.  Robinson.     Tri-weeklj,  $h. 
News,  Fitchburg,  Mass.     R.  F.  Rollins.     $1   50. 

Essex  County  Freeman,  Salem,  Mass.     J.  Emmett     Semi-weekly,  $3  50. 
Republican,  Greenfield,  Mass. 
Spy,  Worcester,  Mass.     J.  M.  Earle.     |2. 
Standard,  New-Bedford,  Mass. 
Courier,  Northampton,  Mass. 
Gazette,  Dedham,  Miias.     Henry  0.  HildretL     «2. 
Democrat,  Dedham,  Mass.     E.  G.  Robinson.     §2. 
Sentinel,  Lawrence,  Mass.     John  Ryan  &  Co.     $2. 

Rhode  Island  Freeman,  Providence,  R.  I.     Crawford  &  Harris.     $1.  ^ 

Republican,  Hartford,  Ct     Bartlett  <fe  Uawley.     |2. 
Herald,  Ellington,  N.  Y.     A  S.  Brown. 

Evening  Chronicle,  Syracuse,  N.Y.    H.  R.  Raymond.    Daily,  $3;  weekly,  |1  60. 
Spirit  of  the  Age,  Norwich,  N.  Y.     J.  D.  Lawyer.     -$1. 
Wyoming  County  Mirror,  Warsaw,  N.  Y      A  IloUey.     §2. 
Telegraph,  Oneida,  N.  Y.     D.  H.  Frost     $1   25. 

Banner  of  the  Times,  De  Ruvter,  N.  Y.  ^      '■' 

Free  Press,  Wellsville,  N.  Y.'  A  N.  Cole.     $1  50. 
■    Frederick  Douglass'  Paper,  Rochester,  N.  Y.     Fr  ederick  Douglaas.     $2. 
Free  Press,  Gouverneur,  N.  Y.     Mitchell  A  Hulbert     $1. 
Herald,  Jamebtown,  N.  Y. 
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Caraon  Leain*   '^^'■*'"'""'' ^'- ''^-     J  Thomas.     $150. 

<?ntnr<lnv  Vi.i'/.--  fi'i'-^'urgli,  Pa.     Jane  G.  <fe  William  S-wissheliii.     $1  50. 
FJeema/M^r—    i'H.     W.'T.  Clark.     $150. 
Weekly  Crp«^^r, *>■>!''  Ta.     Caugliey  <t  McCreary.     |1  50. 
FeoDle's  Vre^o   (yj-t']f.TB\'Ovt,  Potter  Co.,  Pa.     Doug-^1,  Mann,  &  Haskell ,   $1  60. 
Dispatch   Pitf-;-.'-n.'l,,  Pa.     Foster  i  Heeson.     Daily,  ?3 ;  weekly,  $1.' 
Clarion  of  ?>♦  '^1'"".  Indiana,  Pa.     Moorhoad  <fe  MeClaran.     $1. 
Die  Erie  Pre-    Philadelphia,  Pa.     F   W.  Thomas.     Daily,  |3. 
True  ])enio^r,'.t    ri.-v.-land,  O.     Tlionias  Brown.     Daily,  $6;  weekly,  $2. 
Aahtabuln  S'nti.'.'l,  Jefferson  and  A^htaV)^l]a,  O.     W.  C.  Howell     $2. 
Mahoiiiiitr  F"-'   I^'ri.ocrat,  YoiinL'st.nvn,  O.     M.  Cnllotan.     fl  60. 
ComnK-roial,  C].  v.-land,  0      R  M    A.ldison.     |1  50. 
Journal,  W.llir./'on,  O.  _   George  hrowster.  ^1   50. 
Western  He'^'-rv.   fJhronicle,  Uarren.  O.     E.  O.  Howard.     |2. 
Telefrrai.h    ]'air,-ville,  O.     Gray  &  Doolittle.     |2. 
OhioTiiiic-,  M"""t  ^'^''""O"' ^-     Cha]>man  (fe  Thrall.     |1  50. 
Independ^'nf  !>•  rnocnit.  Elyrla,  O.     Philemon  Blias.     |2. 
Columbian,  Col'inil-us  O.  ^L.  L.  Rice. 
Free  Denioerdt,  Chardon,  O.     J.  b.  Wntrht.     fl. 
Star  Rav.iiM-'i,  O.     Eyman  W.  HalL     $1  50. 
Herald  of  Fn'dom,  Wilmington,  ( ).     J.  W.  Chaffin.     |1  60. 
Free  Denio'-nit,  Detroit,  Mich.     S.  H.  Baker.     Daily,  $5;  weekly,  $1. 
Free  iKiii'"''""',  '"dianapolis,  Ind.     R.  Vaile.     $150. 
Wfstorii  ('ill/'  ".  Chicago,  111.     Z.  C.  Eastman.     Daily  and  weekly. 
Cornmercifil  Advertiser,  Chicago,  HL 
Journal.  Spiirlii,  111.     I.  S.  Coulter.     $125. 
Western  Fn  ciiiiin,  Galosburg,  111.     W.  J.  Lane.     $2. 
Free  Dt  niocrat,  Waukesha,  Wi*.     ?.  M  Booth.     Daily,  $4  ;  weekly,  ?2. 
Telcirraiili,  l<(Mi"hhii,  Wis.     Slioles  A"  Fi'ank.     $2. 
Free  Press,  JancHville,  Wis.     Joseph  Baker.     $1  60. 
FVee  Press,  Sli'-hoygan  Falls,  Wis.     J.  A.  Smith.     $2. 
Advocate,  Racine,  Wis.     C.Clement.-.     ?2. 
Kentucky  ^cwk,  Newport,  Ky.     W.  S.  Bailey,     fl. 
True  iKiuocrat,  Mouut  Pleasant,  lowa.     J.  W.  Howe.     $1  60. 
Der  Dimoknit,  Davenport,  Iowa.     Tliomas  Gnlich.     $2. 
Pacific  Statpsiiian,  San  Francisco,  CaL     J.  H.  Purdy. 

Der  Nntioniii   Demukrat,  Waskington,  D.  C.     Frei  Schmidt,  editor;    Buell   «fe 
Blauchanl,  publishers.     ^2. 
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Liberator,  Boston,  Mass.    William  Lloyd  Garrison.     $2  60. 

Pennsvlvani:*  I'lvcinan,  Philadelphia    Pa.     C.  M.  Burleigk     $2. 

National  Anii-^lavoi'v  Standard,  New-York,  N.  T.    S.  H.  Gay  (t  E  Quincy.     |2. 

Anti-slavery  l^ugle,  Salem,  0.     M.  R.  Robinson.     $1  50. 

Voice  of  tile  Fugitive. 

We  rcfjrot  our  inability  to  give  any  thipg  like  a  suitable  list  of  the 
very  many  rt'Ii(/ious  newspapers  and  periodicals  that  deserve  a  place  with 
the  precodiug.  besides  many  more  that  are  in  a  greater  or  less  degree 
proiires-ivo  and  favorable.  Several  poPtical  papers,  both  Wliig  and 
Democratie.  or  lately  such,  deserve  credit  for  doing  much  for  the  diffii-ion 
of  important  information  and  just  sentiments.  Unable  to  mention  them 
all  bv  nam.',  we  avoid  the  seemingly  invidious  course  of  naming  only  a 
part  (perhaps  a  v/nall  part)  of  them. 

There  h:ive  likewise  appeared  a  cla«s  of  e.s-says  and  publications,  which, 
lookino'  at  s>lavery  oulyjn  its  economic  bearings,  and  solicitous  mainly  to 
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avoid  the  pecuniary  disadvantages  of  the  system,  are  occupied  larg.-ly 
with  the  discussion  of  expedients  by  means  of  which,  it  is  thought,  the 
system  may  be  gradually  changed  and  perhaps  ultimately  displaced, 
without  the  agitations  occasioned  by  exhorting  slaveholders  to  repent  of 
the  sin  of  slaveholding.  If  Abolitionists  are  true  to  their  principles,  and 
faithful  in  the  propagation  of  them,  this  species  of  literature  will  do  no 
harm,  but  may  be  made  to  subserve,  ultimately,  the  cause  of  truth  and 
humanity. 

PRO-SLAVERY  PUBLICATIONS. 

The  extraordinary  success  of  the  anti-slavery  publications  the  past 
year  has  emboldened  a  countless  number  of  aspirants  for  literary  fame 
or  profit  to  issue  pro-slavery  works,  of  various  type  and  demerit,  some  of 
them  calculated  to  mislead  or  ridicule,  but  some  of  them  evidently  in- 
tended to  counteract  what  the  authors  seem  to  believe  is  pernicious  doc- 
trine. The  true  friends  of  freedom  must  rejoice  in  witnessing  this 
encounter  of  wits  and  literary  essayists,  believing  that  the  more  the 
great  question  is  discussed,  the  more  light  and  truth  will  be  evolved. 
"Though  all  the  winds  of  doctrine  be  let  loose  to  play  upon  the  earth, 
so  Truth  be  in  the  field,  we  do  injuriously  to  doubt  her  strength.  Let 
her  and  Falsehood  grapple!  Who  ever  knew  Truth  put  to  the  worse  by 
a  free  and  open  encounter  !"* 

We  have  not  space  to  enumerate  the  titles  of  these  ephemeral  publica- 
tions; and  yet  we  may  do  wrong  in  styling  them  "ephemeral,"  as  some 
of  them  will  doubtless  descend  to  future  acres,  with  not  a  few  relio-ious 
and  secular  newspapers,  speeches,  sermons,  and  monthlies,  to  engage  the 
attention  of  the  historian,  and  excite  the  wonder  of  posterity  tlia^  men 
and  women,  not  deficient  in  abilities  and  literary  skill,  should,  in  this 
age,  have  advocated  slavery,  or  glossed  over  its  enormities,  or  directed 
their  shafts  at  those  who  contend  for  the  inalienable  rights  of  their 
fellow-men. 

FREE  LABOR   PRODUCE 

More  than  usual  prominence  has  been  given  to  this  subject  the  past 
year.  The  excellent  monthly  publication,  entitled  The  Non-Slaveholder^ 
has  been  revived  at  Philadelphia,  and  the  Association  of  Friends  have 
published  their  Annual  Reports.  Their  object  is  simple  in  its  nature. 
It  is  "  to  encourage  and  promote,  by  a  union  of  efforts,  the  pr<jduction  and 
distribution,  untouched  and  unstained  by  oppression  anil  wrong,  of  such 
articles  of  domestic  consumption  as  are  usually  and  chiefly  extorted  from 
the  labor  of  slaves."  Cotton  is  the  principal  article.  It  is  shown  that  it 
not  only  may  be,  but  actually,  is,  extensively  cultivated    in   the  United 

•  Milton. 
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States,  and  various  other  places,  by  the  labor  of  freemen.  On  the  western 
coast  of  Africa  the  cotton  plant  is  indigenous.  It  is  also  found  at  La 
Plata,  where  it  grows  wild  on  the  banks  of  the  Parana.  Efforts  continue 
to  be  made  to  increase  the  quantity  and  improve  the  quality  of  the  East 
India  cotton.  Over  an  extent  of  five  hundred  and  fifty  miles  of  the 
Australian  coast,  cotton  of  the  best  description  perennially  thrives.  It  is 
also  interesting  to  know  that  the  Sea  Islrpd,  the  finest  description  of 
cotton,  from  which  the  most  delicate  goods  are  manufactured,  which  is 
grown  in  America  along  a  very  limited  extent  of  coast  in  Georgia  and 
South  Carolina  exclusively,  can  be  grown  along  the  above  extent  of 
Australian  coast,  equally  well  with  the  shorter-stapled  variety.*  Next  to 
cotton,  is  the  great  staple  of  Louisiana,  i^uba,  and  Brazil.  Sugar  can  l>e 
procured  from  the  British,  French,  and  Danish  West  Indies,  and  also 
from  the  East  Indies.f 

The  hopes  that  have  been  entertained,  that  cotton  prepared  from  flax, 
by  Clausson's  method,  would  supersede  the  slave-grown  staple,  do  not 
now  seem  likely  to  be  realized;  yet  the  friends  and  consumers  of  the 
product.-  ut"  free  labor  exclusively  will  be  gratified  to  learn  that,  tliro\igh 
improvements  in  hemp  and  iu  machinery  for  manufacturing  it,  a  much 
more  abundant  and  cheaper  supply  of  linen  fabrics  is  now  likely  soon  to 
be  placed  in  our  markets. 

An  "American  Linen  Company,"  of  which  several  of  our  leading  mer- 
chants are  st<jckholders,  has  in  operation  at  Marcellus,  N.  Y.,  the  neces- 
sary machinery,  and  are  preparing  to  make  linen,  flax-cotton,  rope, 
bagging,  <tc.,  from  unrotted  flax.  They  have,  as  they  believe,  already 
demonstrated  that  hnens  may  be  produced  at  about  the  cost  of  procuring 
cotton  goods  when  cotton  is  not  below  seven  or  eight  cents  a  pound. 
The  Company  intend,  so  soon  as  their  European  patents  are  secured  and 
their  works  farther  advanced,  to  open  their  improvements  to  the  public 
in  the  most  liberal  manner.  Whether  this  and  similar  manufactures  are 
to  afiVct  slavery,  and  to  what  extent,  is  a  matter  of  opinion ;  but,  if  it  is 
successful,  we  see  not  but  it  will  bring  cotton  down  so  low  that  there  can 
be  no  object  in  growing  it. 

Professor  Stowe  has  recently  directed  the  attention  of  the  Briti-h 
public  to  the  joint  cooperation  of  American  cotton  planters  and  M.tn- 
chester  capitalists  in  upholding  American  slavery,  and  his  remarks  h:ive 
been  severely  censured  by  a  portion  of  the  British  and  American  pr<---. 
If,  as  is  chartred — but  of  which  we  have  seen  no  evidence — he  di>carded 


*  Report    of   t}ie  ^lanagers  of   the   Free  Produce  Association    of  Frieu'l;  of 
New-York  'W'lirly  Meeting. 

+  Free  labor  good?  can  be  ])rocure'l  of  G.  V,'.  Tuvlor,  N'.  W.   corner  of  Fitth 
and  Cherry  slreeLs   Pliiladelpliia;    and  Kzru  Towne,   '207   Fulton   street,  >— '.v 
York. 
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all  moral  and  religious  agencies  for  the  the  overthrow  of  slavery,  leavjnnr 
the  work  to  economical  and  commercial  means  alone,  it  was  certainly  a 
great  error  ;  but  we  see  not  how  any  true  friend  of  emancipation  can  object 
to  agencies  of  an  economical  and  commercial  character,  in  due  proportion 
with  agencies  of  a  moral  and  religious  nature.  We  fully  believe  that 
the  latter  are  chiefly  to  be  relied  upon ;  but  when  he  remarks  that  eight 
hundred  thousand  women  in  England,  in  the  days  of  British  West  India 
slavery,  by  signing  a  pledge  that  they  would  not  use  slave-grown  sugar, 
produced  a  fall  in  the  article  of  a  penny  sterling  a  pound,  and  thus 
alarmed  the  owners  of  West  India  states  more  than  all  the  alarm  that 
had  been  produced  by  moral  and  legislative  action,  we  are  not  disposed 
to  undervalue  efforts,  made  either  in  England  or  the  United  States,  by 
friends  of  the  cause,  to  find  substitutes  for  slave-grown  cotton  and  sugar, 
and  induce  their  countrymen  to  use  them  in  preference. 

We  agree  with  the  objectors  to  Professor  Stowe's  views,  that  it  was 
unwise  in  him  to  lay  so  little  stress  upon  the  moral  and  religious  agencies 
at  work,  and  the  great  delinquency  of  his  brethren  in  the  ministry,  in  eccle- 
siastical bodies,  and  in  national  religious  Societies ;  and  that  he  proposed, 
as  a  substitute  for  negro  slave  labor,  the  introduction  of  Chinese  laborers 
to  work  for  sixpence  a  day,  although  this  far  exceeds  the  "  pay"  given 
to  the  colored  laborers  who  now  till  the  cotton  fields. 

FACTORIES  AT  THE  SOUTH. 

While  a  portion  of  the  Abolitionists  and  economists  of  the  North  have 
been  endeavoring  to  do  away  with  the  necessity  of  using  slave-grown 
cotton,  the  upholders  of  the  patriarchal  system  at  the  South  have  been 
trying  various  experiments  to  manufacture  their  own  staple,  so  as  not  to 
rely  upon  Northern  capital  and  skill.  These  attempts  have,  as  was  pre- 
dicted, signally  failed,  for  obvious  reasons.  The  Pittsburgh  Post  chro- 
nicles one  instance  of  this  failure  as  follows : 

"Bad  Stock. — The  ILiward  Cotton  Factory  at  Columbus,.  Ga.,  with  all  its 
appurtenances,  buildintr*,  machinery,  and  site,  was  sold  at  sheriff's  ^ale,  last 
week,  for  §41,003.  The  stockholders  had  paid  into  the  concern  about  §s0,O0O, 
of  which  amount  $47,000  were  expended  in  machinery  alone,  and  they  have 
nftw  to  raise  means  to  pay  otf  other  indebtedness  for  which  the  Company  is 
liable. 

"  We  cannot  clearly  understand  why  a  cotton  factory  in  the  South  cannot  suc- 
ceed as  well,  or  better,  than  those  we  have  in  the  North.  They  have  the  material 
at  their  door;  they  liave  cheap  lal)or,  and  their  capitalists  are  men  of  enlarged 
views  and  commendable  enterprise.  Then,  why  should  they  fad  in  the  mana- 
facturo  of  cott4)n  gootls?  Tliey  have  all  the  a<lvantat:e3  upon  their  side.  It 
must  be  in  not  attendini?  to  some  of  the  small  details.  They  have  looked  to  the 
grand  consummation  of  their  project,  and  squandered  thousands  to  arrive  at 
the  desired  end,  when,  perhaps,  hundreds  in  the  hands  of  a  Noitherner  less  enthu- 
siastic would,  with  caution,  have  insured  a  favorable  result  to  the  speculation. 

"  If  the  Southern  people  desire  to  become  practical  in  the  manufacturing  line, 
they  must  go  to  work  in  a  practical  manner.     We  believe  that  whenever  they 
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would  become  snceossful  mnnxifacturtrs,  the  everlastinsj  clamor  about  tlic 
intensts  of  the  North  and  the  South  would  cease,  and  we  would  be  a  happy 
and  united  people." 

The  difficulty  in  understanding  this  failure,  on  the  part  of  the  mascu- 
line editor  of  the  Pout,  is  happily  censured  by  hi.s  witty  and  talented 
neighbor,  the  lady  who  edits  the  Pittsburgh  Saturday  Visitor,  which 
may  be  commended  to  the  consideration  of  both  Southern  and  Nortliern 
investigators  of  this  branch  of  political  economy,  in  the  following 
manner : 

"Tlie  Howard  Cotton  Factory  is  not  the  only  'bad  stock'  in  the  punny  Soutli. 
K  we  may  judge  from  the  face  of  the  country,  the  land  itself  i?  verv  luul  ftoik, 
and  the  peojile  t^till  worse.  Take  them  altogether,  white  and  V>lack,  and  we  doubt 
if  their  average  industry  will  pay  one  jier  cent,  on  investment,  counting  them  at 
fifty  dollars  a  head,  and  allowing  twenty  dollars  a  year  for  '  keej>.' 

"It  is  sheer  nonsense  and  folly  to  talk  of  or  expect  the  South  to  comj^ete  with 
the  North  in  manufactures.  One  might  as  reasonably  expect  spades,  sickles,  and 
mule-jianniers  to  compete  with  steam-ploughs,  reajiing-machines  and  loconjotives, 
as  look  for  slavss  to  work  beside  the  educated  laborei-s  of  th.-  free  states. 
Cotton  factories  require  intell  gent  operatives ;  and  we  should  as  mticli  expect  to 
see  fishing-worms  making  silk  cocooni',  as  to  see  the  ignorant,  brutelied  laborers 
of  the  South  competing  with  our  factoiy-girls. 

"The  JPost  is  quite  mistaken  about  the  'cheap  labor'  of  the  South.  Slave 
labor  must  al^-ays  be  dear  labor,  fiom  the  want  of  intellitrencn  in  the  laborer, 
and  his  want  of  interest  in  the  proceeds.  Suppose  the  factory  owiicrs  have  to 
buy  the  laborers  as  well  as  the  machinery,  they  will  cost  on  an  aveiag.-  <  iuht 
hundred  dollars  each.  -  Counting  this  at  six  ])er  cent.,  here  is  fortv  eiirht  dollars. 
Then  they  must  be  fed  and  clothed  in  some  kind  of  stj'le,  atid  thi-  cannot  be 
done  for  much  less  than  hneixty  dollars  a  >/car.  Then  there  are  the  ri-ks  <f  loss  by 
death,  depreciation  in  value  from  an  unhciilthy  eni]']oynKnt,  and  the  natural 
process  of  growing  old.  which  would  scarce  be  incurred  for  less  than  ten  per 
cent.,  and  this  Ijrings,  the  wages  ii]i  to  ^I'ib  per  annum,  witlxnit  counting  the 
salaries  of  additional  overseers,  night  paroles,  <te.,  <tc.,  to  keep  them  at  work 
and  prevent  their  doing  mischief,  which  would  bring  it  up  to  the  aveiage  wages 
of  Northern  ojierative-s,  two  of  wliom  would  be  more  efficient  than  three  of 
your  cheap  laborers.  But  tlie  actiial  price  of  liired  labor  should  be  the  criterion 
of  its  value,  and  this  is  at  least  one  third  higher  in  slave  States  than  in  free 
State-.  An  ordinary  female  house-servant  commands  two  bundled  dollars  per 
annum  in  Kentuckv,  a]i<l  one  girl  for  one  hundred  dollars  in  this  State  will  do 
as  much  work  as  two  of  them.  Our  imjiression,  when  in  a  slave  State,  was,  that 
labor  there  was  four  times  the  price  it  was  at  home.  It  never  can  be  cheap 
where  it  is  a  badge  of  disgrace ;  for  fash  on  will  make  so  many  idlers  that  the 
common  want  cannot  be  sup[>lied  ;  and  Southern  enterprise,  in  any  competition 
with  Northern  intelligence,  must  vanish  in  moon-hinc,  until  Southern  honesty 
shall  give  to  their  laborers  that  which  is  'just  and  equal' — an  interest  in  their 
own  labor,  and  watres  for  their  work." 


UNPROFITABLENESS  OF  SLAVE  LABOR. 

There  are  persons  of  a  commercial  cast  of  mind  who  believe  that 
slavery  will  never  come  to  an  end  until  it  becomes  too  unprofitable  to  be 
sustained.  Then,  say  they,  it  will  come  to  an  end  speedily,  and  all  the 
arguments  in  support  of  it,  pretended  to  be  derived  from  the  Bible,  his- 
tory, climate,  race,  etc.,  will  be  exploded  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye.  We 
are  of  the  class,  we  confes.«,  who  have  faith  in  moral  suasion,  in  apl)'-als 


138  AKNUAL    REPORT. 

to  Scriptare,  in  political  regeneration,  in  the  progress  of  Christianity,  and 
in  the  promises  of  God.  But  it  may  be  well  to  look  to  the  subject  in  a 
commercial  view,  as  advancement  in  the  science  of  political  economy  is 
connected  with  the  triumphs  of  reason  and  revelation.  • 

Professor  Hancock,  of  England,  in  a  paper  read  before  the  British 
Association,*  says:  "As  a  conclusion  of  political  economy,  emancipa- 
tion should  be  immediate,  and  not  ijradual.  ...  In  reference  to  the  aroru- 
ment,  that  free  labor  could  not  compete  with  that  of  slaves,  he  referred 
to  the  fact  that  the  free  producers  of  sugar  were  beating  the  slave  sugar 
out  of  the  market,  in  the  United  Kingdom.  In  proof  of  this,  he  referred 
to  the  last  returns  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  which  showed  that  the  importa- 
tion of  free  sugar  was  increasinor  and  that  of  other  suorar  fallinfr  off.  Thus, 
from  British  possessions  in  the  west,  in  the  last  year  we  took  for  home 
consumption  1,618,000  cwts.,  against  950,000  in  the  previous  year.  There 
was  also  an  increase  from  the  Mauritius  ;  and  from  our  East  India  posses- 
sions, an  advance  from  about  550,000  cwts.,  in  1851,  to  780,000  in 
1852;  whilst,  during  the  same  time,  the  consumption  of  slave  sugar  had 
fallen  off  from  555,000  cwts.  to  317,000" 

Professor  Fowler,  of  Massachusetts,  said  :  "  He  would  refer  to  the  case 
of  Fairfiix  county,  Virginia,  where,  under  slavery,  property  had  greatly 
fallen  in  value.  Recourse  had  then  been  had  to  free  white  labor,  and 
the  consequence  was,  that  it  was  found  profitable  with  it  to  cultivate 
property  which  had  been  before  unprofitable." 

It  appears  to  be  a  general  rule,  that  the  slave  extracts  more  from  the 
soil  than  he  returns  to  it.  Bryan  Edwards,  in  his  History  of  the  West 
Indies,  said  :  "  One  English  laborer,  in  his  own  climate,  would  perform 
three  times  the  work  of  any  one  negro  in  the  same  period."  Dr.  Prich- 
ard,  in  his  Notes  on  the  West  Indies,  estimates  the  work  performed  with 
ease  by  two  Europeans,  as  equivalent  to  what  twelve  slaves  are  accus- 
tomed to  effect.  Joshua  Steele,  a  planter  in  Barbadoes,  tried  the  effect 
of  substituting  the  hope  of  reward  for  the  fear  of  punishment.  By  offer- 
ing his  slaves  a  small  premium,  to  be  paid  on  condition  that  a  certain 
Uisk  should  be  performed,  he  obtained  from  them  three  times  as  much 
work  in  a  given  time,  as  without  it.  Dr.  Cooper,  in  his  Letters  on  Poli- 
tical Economy,  published  in  1826,  at  Columbia,  South  Carolina,  e>titnates 
the  labor  of  a  slave  at  two  thirds  of  what  a  white  laborer,  at  usual  wago-^, 
Would  {)erform.  This  comparison  was  probably  made  between  slave  and 
free  labor  in  a  slave  State,  where  the  activity  of  the  white  man  is  influ- 
enced by  the  customary  movements  of  slaves.  With  these  auth'irities  in 
view,  we  may  safely  assume  the  labor  of  one  freeman  as  equivalent  to 
two  slaves.     Hence  we  may  perceive  that  the  loss  to  the  United  States, 

*  LonJoa  paper.     See  National  Anti-davenj  Standard  of  October  2S,  1852 
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.j^.y.(ivri  capacity,  from  the  system  of  slavery,  must  be  enor" 

\;^^^  ^  ^.fful  nrticle  in  Blackwood's  Mapazine  for  January,  1853,  on 

.-'    ^  ^  j,^,/j  til"  Hlave  Power  in  the  United  States  of  America,"  in 

■'''■''     ,'^    ^i,|<.  writer  shows  the   ruinous  eflFects  of  slaver}'  upon  the 

y,,  yvr<l    morally    or   politically,   he   introduces    a  comparison, 

■'    "^  j;,,,  Amt'rican  gentleman,  between  the  agriculture  of  the  State 

/^/lii,  »i"  it  was  in   the  days  of  slavery,  and  as  it  is  now,  and 

,   s.^t-z/j/lcliirrH  show  distinctly  the  paralyzing  effect  of  slavery;  how, 
//  y<»/jt»lr_v,  it  produces  idleness;   and,  instead  of  economy,  thrift,  and 
"'     /^yA'/x/'i''"''!"  "  '""^  ^''•^  wastefulness,  dissipation,  and  discomfort" 

INTER-STATE    SLA\"E-TRADE. 

«.//y  mill"  hliive-trade,  stigmatized  by  our  laws  as  piracy  when  carried 

,,/i,  )li''  <"i)H»t  of  Africa  and  foreign  countries,  is,  as  conducted 

»),.   Hint'"'  <'f  t^is  Union,  connived  at  and  practised  by  the  most 

„,.    ,,\   lli<>  Southern  people.     During  the  past  year,  slaves  have 

,  /../iiiMiUN  prices,  and  the  piratical  trade  between  the  States  has 

..  ,,     \,rrii  iiiniHiifilly  rife.     An  immense  forced  emigration  has  taken 

),,,,ti  V')r^;iiii*>.M'"Tl^Dd,  Kentucky  and  Missouri,  tending  southerly  ; 

,,.   //(■  llioiiiiuid  of  poor  negroes,  torn  from  their  husbands,  wives, 

;,,,,)>(  II  Jiiiv. '  In-cn  precipitated  upon  the  cotton-growing  States,  swell- 

iiiimy  u\tn^'^,  an  already  overcrowded  population.     On  many  a 

.„i„,„  (inil    in  many  a  slave-coffle  there  has  been  "a  voice  heard, 

,{.,!,, lit,  nnd  weeping,  and  great  mourning;  Rachel  weeping  for  her 

,  ^  1^    „nfi  would  not  be  comforted,  because  they  are  not ;"   many 

,1    ,    liaMi  Ihh'H  forced  to  part  with  their  slaves  to  satisfy  hungry  cre- 

(iiiuiy  llrti'')'"  ^i^d  Legrees  have  tortured  to  death  the  victims  of 

„v(iil''<'i  •""'  ^^^^  sufferings  of  many  Toms  and  Chloes  have  been 

,|,  ,1  nil  ImkIi.  >^'th  the  names  of  their  tormentors. 

'A,.  Ipivi'  provixvisly  copied  one  of  these  advertisements,  and  will  not 

,u    iliu  ft'«>liiti;>»  of  our  readers  by  introducing  more.     One  of  the 

'    I  ii  hi'in  ft  tho  Tribune  received  a  letter  from  a  friend,  dated  Rich- 

f        I    N  iii('"''*<  ^'**''^^'  2>  1853,  giving  an  account  of  one  of  the  weekly 

'      ,    ' ,  „,,|,.N  u(  liuinan  beings  in  the  capital  of  the  "  mother  of  States 

I'll'' 

,    1   ,,,iiii'lH."     The  letter  States : 

i,p  I  '  '   I 

l,,,\,   riiriil  •«>'  hours  at  the  public  sales  of  slavea    Tlu-ro  ar«-  four  of  tlurn, 

U   til  I  111'  M»i»''  ■•tieft,  not  more  than  two  blockn  frmii  the  ExchiiiiL'c  Hotel. 

■'l'  ''  i,i>   i.|ii\  nu'.      Tliese  slave   dejxMj-  are   in   one   of  the  nio-t  frequented 

*'''  *       ,,  ,1,,,  1,1,1..    iiiid  the  sales  are  within  view  of  th«  ])assoi-.-l)V.    Tlnie  are 

II    i  (v\"""  Ik  hii'.l  "  hich  the  ■women  of  mature  year-;  arc  taken  for  insjiection  ; 


*  FriiJidn'  Review. 
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but  the  men  and  hoys  are  publicly  examined  in  the  open  <tore.  .   .    .    I-awsevera 
chii'ln-n  s^)ld  ;  the  girls  brought  the  lii'^hest  price*.    Girls  from  12  to  18  years  old 
broii_'ht  from  *500  to  $800.    .    .    .    I  must  say  tliat  the  slaves  did  not  ili-play  as 
mui.'h  feeling  as  I  had  expected,  as  a  general  thing;  but  there  was  one  noijle 
exception — God  bless  her!  and  save  her  too! !  as  I  hope  He  will  in  some  way 
for  if  ile  does  not  interpose,  there  are  no  men  there  that  would." 

The  writer  proceeds  to  describe  this  woman  : 

"She  was  a  fine-looking  woman,  about  25  years  old,  with  three  beautiful 
children.  Her  children  as  well  as  herself  were  neatly  dressed.  She  attracted 
my  attention  at  once  on  entering  the  room,  and  I  took  my  stand  near  her,  to 
learn  her  answers  to  the  various  questions  put  to  her  by  the  traders.  One  of 
those  traders  a.sked  her  what  was  the  matter  with  her  eyes?  Wiping  away  the 
teara,  she  replied,  '  I  s'pose  I  have  been  crying.'  '"Why  do  you  cry  i'  'Because  I 
have  left  my  man  behind,  and  his  master  won't  let  him  come  along.'  'Oh,  if  I 
buy  you,  I  will  furnish  you  with  a  better  husband,  or  man,  as  you  call  him,  than 
your  old  one.'  'I  don't  want  any  better,  and  won't  have  any  other  as  long  as  ho 
lives.'  '  Oh,  but  you  will  thougli.  if  I  buy  you.'  'No,  Mas^a,  God  helpbuj  me,  I 
never  will.'  .  .  .  The  most  indecent  questions  were  put  to  her,  all  of  which, 
after  a  little  hesitation,  she  answered. 

"  But  when  asked  if  she  thought  she  couM  turn  out  a  child  a  year?  she  replied, 
'No,  Massa,  I  never  have  any  more,  and  I  sorry  that  I  got  these.'  " 

Professor  Dew,  of  Virginia,  as  longago  as  1833,  stated  that  the  State 
was  exporting  at  the  rate  of  6,000  sculs  every  year,  and  was  receiving  in 
return  for  them,  81,200,000. 

"The  slave  population  of  Virginia  in  1S30,  as  shown  by  the  census  of  that 
year,  was  169,757.  In  the  ten  years  following  that  census,  the  slave  population 
of  the  United  States  increased  23.8  per  cent.  If  we  assume  that  tlie  natural 
increase  of  the  469,757  slaves  who  were  in  Virginia  at  the  census  of  1S30  was 
no  greater  than  the  avoraije  increase  of  slaves  in  the  whole  country,  the  slave 
population  of  Virginia  in  1S40  woidd  have  been  531,559,  had  there  been  in  the 
mean  time  no  deportation  of  slavea  In  the  next  ten  years,  (viz.,  fn^u  1810  to 
1850,)  the  slave  [)opulation  of  the  Union  increased  28.81  per  cent.  At  that 
rate  of  natural  increase,  the  slave  population  of  Virginia  in  1850,  without  any 
deportation  in  the  meantime,  would  have  been  7-19,106.  But  the  actuiil  slave 
population  of  Virginia  in  1850,  as  shown  by  the  census,  was  only  472,528.  The 
difference  of  276,578  is  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  deportation  of  slaves.  In 
other  words,  this  difference  is  the  result  of  the  Virginia  slave-trade. 

"This  then  is  the  fact  which  we  commend  to  the  attenti<m  of  all  who  desire  to 
ignore  the  hid.oiis  atrocity  of  the  American  slave-trade,  and  who  in  that  wdliug 
ignorance  affirm  that  the  sale  of  a  'converted'  slave,  'except  by  the  slave's  own 
consent,  is  an  almost  unheard-of  occurreiu-e.'  The  natural  increase  of  the  slaves 
in  Virginia  has  been  diminished  by  d^'portation  at  the  rate  of  18,828  every  year, 
for  the  twenty  years  jireceding  the  last  census.  Those  dry  tables  of  the  census, 
with  all  tlie  painstaking  of  the  Government  to  prevent  any  information  about 
slavery  and  tlie  slave-trade  from  getting  into  them,  have  nevertheless  a  terrible 
testimony  to  give  upon  a  careful  cross  examination.  So  long  as  'slavery  and  the 
Constitution'  coexist^  the  decennial  enumeration  must  give  for  each  State  dis- 
tinctly 'the  wliole  number  of  free  persons,  including  those  bound  to  service  for 
a  term  of  years,'  and  also,  in  a  separate  statement,  the  number  of  'all  other 
persona.'  The  decennial  return  of  tliose  '  all  other  persons'  will  give  out  to  any 
patient  inquirer  facts  which  the  people  of  the  South  would  conceal  if  they  could, 
but  which  it  is  folly  to  contradict."  * 

And  yet  Mr.  Stevenson,  when  Minister  at  the  court  of  St.  James,  had 
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the  hardihood  publicly  to  deny  that  Virginia  bred  slaves  for  the  Southern 

market. 

In  Maryland,  during  the  same  period,  more  than  the  whole  natural 

increase  has  been  swallowed  up  by  the  inter-State  slave-trade. 

"Such  is  the  American  Blave-trade,  ajid  Biich  are  its  statigtie?,  a.«  nearly  as  the 
census  will  (r\ye  them.  And  yet  intelligent  men  in  our  Northern  cities,  men  of 
humane  and  Christian  svmpathie^  but  misled  bv  commercial  interests,  directly 
or  indirectly,  or  by  the  influences  of  ecclesiastical  partisanship,  will  tell  us,  with 
such  etatistics  as  these  within  their  reach,  that  the  rcf.resentation  of  slavery 
given  in  Mm  Stowe's  exquisite  etorv'  of  Uvcle  Tims  Cabin  is  unjust  Yes,  men, 
and  women  t^>o.  of  high  culture  and" refined  scnsil>ility,  while  the  census  informs 
us  and  informs  the  world  that  thir^  slave-trade,  with  its  unutterable  crimes  and 
miseries,  violating  every  thing  that  is  hoh",  and  tearing  ever}'  heart-string, 
numbering,  at  ..the  lowest  estimate,  from  2O,(r00  to  40,000  victims  every  j-ear — 
can  make  U]i  tlieir  faces  to  tell  us  that  Uncle  Tom's  Cahiii  is  a  mischievous  book  ! 
Loan,  wuAT  is  man,  that  tuou  akt  mindful  of  ium?"* 

'  CRUELTIES. 

Anti-slavery  people  are  continually  accused,  not  only  by  the  people  of 
the  South,  but  by  some  of  their  own  fellow-citizens,  of  exaggerating  the 
cruelties  inflicted  upon  the  slaves.  It  is  said  they  are  "  well  off;"  that, 
in  the  language  of  the  late  Mr.  Clay,  many  of  them  are  "  fat  and  sleek  ;" 
that  they  are,  as  a  general  thing,  not  over-ta-ked  ;  that  they  are  con- 
tented, merry,  fond  of  singing  and  sports  ;  in  better  condition  than  the 
free  people  of  the  North,  or  the  operatives  in  England,  and  would  not 
leave  their  masters  if  they  could.  Mr?.  Stowe  is  accused  of  misrepresent- 
ing the  matter  in  "  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin,"  and  every  anti-slavery  writer  is 
accused  of  caricaturing  the  "Southern  institution." 

Now,  these  accusers,  whether  from  the  North  or  South,  have  forgotten, 
or  were  always  ignorant  of  a  certain  book  published  by  the  Anti-slavery 
Society,  entitled  "Slavery  as  it  Is;  or,  the  Testimony  of  a  Thousand 
Witnesses."  This  work  was  written,  it  is  acknowledged,  by  a  Northern 
man,  but  the  compilation  of  the  testimony  of  these  thousand  witnesses 
was  exclusively  from  Southern  papers  and  living  witnesses.  The  testi- 
mony was  kept  for  years  in  a  form  capable  of  being  proved  in  a  court 
of  justice,  and  the  whole  South  was  notified  of  it,  and  chalk'iiged  to 
refute  the  evidence.  Mrs.  Stowe  availed  herself  of  this  work,  and  of  the 
mass  of  cumulative  testimony  since  its  publication.  The  testimony  is 
then  essentially  Southern;  and  if  exaggerated,  the  exaggeration  is  the 
work  of  Southern  slaveholders,  Southern  ministers  and  laymen  of  high 
respectability  where  they  reside.  Southern  editors.  Southern  planters, 
merchants,  mechanics,  travellers,  and  traders. 

The  "American  Slave  Code"  shows  the  cruel  character  of  slavery,  and 
the  facts  adduced  show  how  the  theory  is  reduced  to  practice  ;  thousands 
who,  at  the  peril  of  their  lives,  annually  fly  from  the  house  of  bondage, 
evince  the  feelings  of  the  slaves  under  the  treatment  they  receive.      The 

*  I>r.  Bacon,  in  the  Independent. 
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it  contains,  it  is  beliered,  most  of  the  laws  that  have  been  enacted  by  the 
diff-irent  slave  States  for  the  purpose  of  exacting  labor  from  the  slaves,  and 
puiii-^liing  those  who  interfere  with  the  "institution."*  It  has  been  re- 
published in  London.  It  may  be  published  in  other  countries  and  other 
lan"-ua:Te3.  The  people  of  this  country  will  be  juilged  by  it.  It  has 
been  justly  observed,  they  are  responsible  for  the  laws  who  pass  thena, 
aid  in  their  passage,  or  consent  to  their  passage;  and  also  for  whatever 
powers  are  conferred,  acts  enjoined,  or  evils  allowed  by  them ;  and  he  is 
responsible  for  the  laws  and  their  effects,  who  avails  himself  of  these 
powei-s,  or  complies  with  their  requisitions.! 

ESCAPES. 

The  escapes  have  been  more  numerous  than  ever,  the  past  year.  We 
have  already  copied  several  advertisements,  and  add  the  following  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  what  description  of  persons  take  their  own  liberty : 

Twenty  Dollaiw  Reward. — Ran  away  from  the  plantatiou  of  the  undersigned, 
the  nei^ro  man  SilEDRlCK,  a  PREA<;iIER,  5  feet  9  inches  high,  about  forty 
years  oUl,  hut  not  looking  over  twenty-eitrht,  stamped  M.  B.  ou  the  breast,  and 
havinii  both  small  toes  cut  off.  lie  is  of  very  dark  complexion,  with  eyes  small 
but  bright,  and  a  look  (juite  insolent  He  dresses  good,  and  was  arrested  as  a 
rimaway  at  Donaldsville  some  three  years  ago.  The  above  reward  will  he  paid 
for  his  arre.<t,  by  addressing  Messrs.  Armant  brothers,  St.  James'  Parish,  or  A. 
Milleaberger  tfe  Co.,  30  Caroudelet  street — New-Orleans  Picayune. 

The  following  is  from  a  clergyman,  who  is  a  hater  of  oppression : 

"Yesterday  a  slave  man,  from  Kentucky,  swam  the  Ohio  river  opposite  to 
Fulton.  He  reached  the  (Jhio  side  exhausted  with  cold  and  fatigue.  As  he  lav 
resting  on  the  shore,  he  obsers^ed  his  pursuers  on  horseback,  with  rifles,  on  the 
opiiosite  bank.  They  discovered  their  victim,  and  crossed  in  a  ferry  boat  at 
Pendleton,  but  the  sight  of  these  human  tigers  revived  the  almost  drowned  man, 
and  like  a  deer  he  scaled  the  precipitous  hill  l)ack  of  Fulton  and  disappeared. 
God  speed  the  fugitive!  and  I  had  almost  added,  crush  the  black  hearts  of  hia 
pursuers!" 

Negro  Stampede. — Twenty-five  negroes  ran  away  from  their  masters,  in  Boone 
countv,  Keiiiucky,  on  the  night  of  the  2d  inst.  Among  those  who  have  lost  their 
servants  are  two  ministers  of  the  gospel  The  Aurora  5a«uer  says,  that  some 
weeks  befur-'  their  de[)arture,  one  ot  the  slaves  procured  and  read  to  his  com- 
rades i'lidc  'J'jin's  Cahin,  and  it  is  supposed  that  the  beauties  of  Canadian  free 
dom,  as  pictured  by  ilrs.  Stowe,  were  the  inducements  to  run  away. 

Whether  these  are  the  same  as  those  mentioned  io  the  following,  we 
are  not  certain : 

A  Stami'eue. — The  "Underground  Railroad"  would  seem  to  be  in  excellent 
order.  A  company  of  29  slaves  from  Kentucky  reached  here  on  Monday  evening 
lust  and  were  safely  conveyed  to  the  Canada  side  the  next  morning.  They  w^cre 
all  hale  young  men  and  women,  none  of  them  over  35  years  of  age,  for  whose 


.  *  See  an  eloquent  notice  of  this  work  by  J.  G.  Whittier  in  the  National  Era 
of  April  7,  1852. 

f  National  Era,  October  21,  1852. 
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recapture,  -^e  hear,  liberal  offers  are  proclaimed.  Tli'^y  iravclled  Ly  wngons 
through  Indiana,  an<l  reached  here  in  good  condition.  T).'  y  i.r^^ferred  to  be  their 
own  property,  and  they  deserved  to  be. — Detroit  Chritt'On  J  If  raid. 

ADVERTISEMENT  FOR  SLAYER 

The  Boston  Courier,  one  of  the  most  liberally-paid  commercial  papers 
in  Boston,  has  made  itself  an  advertisinrj  medium  for  the  sale  of  slaves. 
Here  is  an  advertisement  copied  from  that  paper  : 

"a  rare  chance  for  capitalists! 
"The  Pl'LA'^KI  HUUSE,    at   Savannah,  and    Furniture,   and    a 
number  of  j^rirne  Negroes,  accustomed  to  Hotel  business. 

"Till-  pubscriber,  desirous  to  retire  from  bu.-incss,  offers  the  above- 

nam.-(l  propcMy  for  sale  on  accommodating  terms.  For  particulars  apply  to  tlie 
propri<'t')r  on  the  premises. 

"If  not  sold  previous  to  the  let  of  June,  the  House  will  be  offered  for  rent  to 
an  a]>proved  tenant,  -who  -will  purchase  tlie  Furniture,  and  stock  of  Wines, 
Liquors,  <fcc.  P-  Wiltberger." 

"Savannah,  April  19,  1853." 

The  editor,  on  attention  being  directed  to  the  advertisement,  attempted 
to  laugh  at  the  whole  thing  as  a  joke — a  sort  of  hoax  ;  but  this  did  not 
answer  the  purpose,  as  quite  a  number  of  persons  promptly  stopped  the 
Courier,  feeling  that  themselves  and  their  city  were  insulted  by  the 
appearance  of  such  an  advertisement.* 

LYNCH    LA  W. 

As  if  the  statute-book  of  the  South  was  not  sufficiently  bloody  and 
accommodating  to  the  infuriated  passions  of  men,  a  tribunal  invested 
with  a  more  summary  process  has  been  instituted.  In  times  past,  espe- 
cially since  the  anti-slavery  agitation,  its  sanguinary  decisions  have 
accorded  with  the  diabolical  rage  of  men  accustomed  to  irresponsible 
power,  and  too  impatient  for  the  more  tardy  operations  of  the  legalized 
Lynch  laws  found  in  the  "American  Slave  Code."  It  is  not  negroes- 
alone,  or  even  Abolitionists,  who  are  deemed  proper  subjects  for  the 

« 

.-_^_^ — — % 

*  A  considerable  number  of  persons  from  Massachusetts  reside  at  and  near 
Savannali.  Among  the  number,  a  great-great-grandson  of  a  renowned  Congre- 
gational clergyman.  This  young  man,  while  residing  in  Paris,  became  enamored 
witli  the  daughter  of  a  Georgian  widow,  who  had  married  a  clergyman  edu- 
cated at  Andover,'  Mass.  This  young  woman  was  the  heir-at-law  of  som*- 
five  hiiiidred  slaves.  The  clergyman,  on  marrying  her  motlier,  abandoned  his 
profi'--i<iii,  and  the  eon-in-law,  on  marrying  the  daughter,  loft  the  mercantile 
for  a  planter's  life.  He  has  been  accustomed  to  present  the  American  Bibb- 
Society,  ttie  American  Tract  Society,  and  the  American  Board  of  Conmiissionere 
for  Foreitrn  Missions,  one  hundred  dollarp  each  at  his  annual  visit*  to  his  native 
State.  Ho  is  called  an  involuntary  slaveholder — one  who,  in  the  language  of  the 
resoluticjii  of  the  N.  S.  General  Assembly  at  Detroit,  liolds  his  slaves  under  the 
"obliu'ations  of  guardianship,  or  the  demands  of  liumanity,"  and  is  therefore 
exempt  from  discipline. 

10 
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inrtictiou  of  this  process.  Upwards  of  a  year  since,  the  Virginia  news- 
napei-s  contained  an  account  of  the  infliction  of  Lynch  law  upon  the 
person  of  Mr.  Cornut,  a  citizen  of  Graysen  county,  a  native  of  Virginia 
and  a  slaveholder.  His  offense  was,  holding  anti-slavery  opinions  and 
harboring  the  intention  of  emancipating  his  slaves  and  be<^ueathing  them 
property.  For  this,  his  neighbors  seized,  summarily  condemned  him, 
stripped  him,  tied  him  to  a  tree,  and  whipped  him. 

Mr.  Cornut  appealed  to  the  law  for  redress.  The  Clerk  of  the  county 
resigned.  As  no  one  would  accept  the  appointment,  the  judge,  Browk, 
found  himself  unable  to  proceed  with  business,  and  accordingly  adjourned 
the  court.  Immediately  afterwards,  a  public  meeting  was  held,  and  reso- 
lutions adopted  to  maintain  the  stand  taken.  Both  the  court  and  the 
lawyers  were  notified  not  to  undertake  the  case,  upon  pain  of  a  coat  of 
tar  and  feathers.  When  the  court  convened,  it  was  dissolved  by  violence. 
A  band  of  armed  men  marched  around  the  court-house,  fired  their  guns 
by  platoons,  and  disturbed  the  court !  The  people  in  the  neighboring 
counties  held  meetings  and  passed  resolutions  sustaining  the  movement 
of  the  citizens  of  Graysen,* 

Washington,  had  he  lived  in  these  days,  and  had  the  intentions  in  his 
will  been  published  during  his  lifetime,  might  also  have  been  lynched 
by  the  people  of  his  native  State — Virginia.  Certain  it  is,  that  those 
who  in  this  age  maintain  and  utter  his  opinions,  are  liable  to  such 
outrages.  It  is  remarkable  that  Virginia,  which  gave  birth  to  so  many 
men  who  have  spoken  so  eloqu.-ntly  in  favor  of  human  rights,  and  the 
motto  of  whose  State  seal  is,  Sic  semper  Tyrannis,  should  be  at  the 
present  day  the  most  influential.  South  Carolina  perhaps  excepted,  against 
those  who  hold  the  principles  of  their  forefathers. 

SOUTHERN  VIEWS  AND  FEELINGS. 

The  feelings  of  that  portion  of  the  Southern  people  who  derive  gain 
from  the  sale  or  ser\ices  of  slaves,  or  who  uphold  the  system  of  slavery 
from  political  or  interested  motives,  may  be  learned  from  the  Slave  Cod*^ : 
the  practices  of  slaveholders,  a  portion  of  which  we  have  stated ;  tl.'.' 
defenses  of  slaveholding  attempted  to  be  made  from  the  Bible,  and  ihn 
anathemas  poured  out  upon  anti-slavery  people  every  where.  There  ar'' 
others  living  at  the  South  who  see  and  feel  the  evils  of  slavery  ;  its  injuri- 
ous effect  upon  themselves,  their  chiKlren,  and  the  community;  its  w>/;k- 
edness  and  meanness,  and  its  hatefulness  in  the  sight  of  the  Sapr^a^*'- 
Being.  This  class,  wo  hope,  is  on  the  increase  ;  but  this  fact,  ins»>'^^ 
of  abating  the  violence  and  savageness  of  slaveholders,  tends  to  incr<>*-"^ 

«       *  National  Era  of  May  13,  1862. 
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their  exasperation.  This  probably  will  continue  to  be  tbe  case  until  the 
chain  that  binds  the  slaves  snaps  by  some  sudden  convulsion,  or  some 
great  political  or  moral  event  occurs  to  startle  the  South,  and  bring  about 
voluntary  emancij>ation.  The  history  of  Pharaoh  shows  the  tenacity 
with  which  oppressors  hold  their  victims,  and  the  terrible  judgments  of 
the  Almighty  that  inevitably  fall  upon  persistent  slaveholders. 

The  ablest  defense  of  slavery  that  has  appeared  for  a  long  time  was 
publislied  the  last  year  by  Rev.  J.  H.  Thornwell,  1).  D.,  of  South  Caro- 
lina. It  was  in  the  form  of  a  "  Keport  on  Slavery,"  made  to  the  Presby- 
terian (Old  School)  Assembly.  This  paper  has  b^en  circulated  far  and 
wide  by  the  daveholders  in  Church  and  State,  who  seera  to  consider  its 
argument  conclusive.  It  was  evident,  says  Dr.  Thornwell,  "  that  a  strong 
public  sentiment,  both  in  Europe  and  America,  had  been  organized,  and 
was  daily  growing  in  intensity,  against  institutions  which  we  had  inherited 
from  our  fathers,  and  against  which  we  felt  no  call,  either  from  religion 
or  policy,  to  enter  a  protest."  The  report  was  made  "to  disabuse  the 
minds  of  brethren"  witli  whom  the  Southern  Church  was  anxious  to  main- 
tain fellowship,  of  "  prejudices  and  misapprehensions."  The  following 
sentences  will  give  some  idea  of  the  argument : 

"  We  are  far  from  a<lmitting  .  .  .  that  the  proper  end  of  the  Clmroli  is  tlie 
direct  proraotion  of  universal  good.  The  problems  which  the  aiioniulif-s  of  our 
fallen  state  are  continually  forcing  on  philanthropy,  the  Clmrch  has  no  right 
direct!}-  to  solve.  .  .  .  Has  the  Church  any  authority  to  declare  slavery  to  be 
sinful?  .  .  .  Certain  it  is  that  no  direct  condemnation  of  it  can  any  -aliere  be 
found  in  the  sacred  Tolinue.  .  .  .  The  prophet  or  apostle  gi%es  no  note  of  alarm, 
raises  no  signal  of  dittress  when  he  comes  to  the  slave  and  his  master  ;  and  the 
unwary  reader  is  in  serious  danger  of  concluding  tliat,  according  to  the  Bible, 
it  is  not  much  more  harm  to  be  a  master  than  a  father;  a  slave  than  a  child. 
The  Scriptures  not  only  fail  to  condemn;  thev  as  distinctly  sanction  slavery  as 
any  other  socal  c<inditiou  of  man.  ...  In  itself  considered,  it  is  not  inconsistent 
with  the  will  of  God  ;  it  is  not  sinful" 

"  Slavery,"  says  Dr. Thornwell,  "is  implicated  in  every  fibre  of  Southern 
society  ;"  and  he  therefore  makes  an  appeal  to  the  North,  and  to  the 
world,  to  let  them  alone,  and  to  "  feel  that  slavery  is  no  ground  for  dis- 
cord, and  that  in  Christ  Jesus  there  is  neither  bond  nor  free." 

The  Charleston  (S.  C.)  Mercury  says  that  "slavery  is  2k  positive  good  in 
itself,  and  productive  of  the  most  beneficent  results  to  both  governing 
and  governed  !"     The  editor  comes  to  the  following  conclusion  : 

"  Tlic  in-tifution  of  African  slavery  is  every  day  becoming  more  and  more 
isolated  ;  an<l,  Jiy  consequence,  the  section  in  which  it  exists,  and  to  w  hich  it 
gives  pros[»erity  and  iieculiar  characteristics,  is  being  gradually  ranovtd  from  the 
pale  of  Kiinijtatfiy  and  Kocial  intimacy  with  the  rest  of  the  world.  Every  v\here 
slaven,-  is  denounced,  and  the  slaveholder  regarded  as  an  inliunian  tyran).  What 
will  be  the  effect  of  this  ui»on  the  permanenc}-  of  the  institution,  and  Jiow  should 
it  dispose  sla\eli(jl<]ei.-,  to  their  outside  enemies?  The  influence  of  sla\ery  in  the 
National  Governrnent  ha-s  certain!}'  been  for  a  long  time  on  the  wane.  Ihe  last 
eventful  struggle  i.s  of  yesterday,  and  the  results  forever  condemned  it  to  politi- 
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cal  inferioritv.  A  wall  has  been  built  up  around  it,  and  its  vitality  raait  hence- 
forwanl  increase  rather  by  the  perfection  and  energy  of  its  internal  ori^anization, 
than  by  the  expansion  of  its  domain. 

"In  conformity  with  this  necessity,  the  South  and  her  cliorished  institution 
are  steadily  advancing  in  stability  and  prosperity  at  home.  The  once  unshorn 
face  of  nature  now  blooms  with  splendid  harvests;  the  distant  valleys  are  wed- 
ded with  iron  nuptials ;  earth  gives  up  her  buried  wealth ;  each  shares  the  pro- 
duets  of  all:  while  year  after  year  discovers  new  resources,  whose  development 
holds  up  a  future  of  unexampled  wealth  and  power.  More  than  all,  and  as  the 
legitimate  result  of  incessant  vituperation  and  persecution,  her  people  are  learn- 
ing to  regard  slavery  in  its  true  light ;  not  as  a  thing  of  expediency,  nor  a 
necessary  evil,  nor  an  institution  less  bad  than  Northern  or  British  slavery,  but 
&Si  positively  good  in  itself,  and  productive  of  the  most  beneticent  results  to  both 
governing  and  governed.  Sustained  and  confirmed  by  this  conviction,  it  has 
partaken  of  a  higher  life,  and  received  a  stronger  assurance  of  its  perpetuity. 

"  But  if  not  by  the  expansion  of  area,  certainly  by  the  diffusion  of  her  grand 
project,  the  South  is  growing  more  powerful  abroad.  There  is  not  an  additional 
bale  of  cotton  which  leaves  our  shores,  but  renders  the  world  more  tributary  toi 
her  labor,  and  more  d>^pendent  upon  its  successful  permanency.  Det'ving  all/ 
competition,  whitening  the  wharves  of  every  port,  and  clothioi;  alike  the  pea- 
sant and  the  prince,  whithersoever  it  goes,  cotton  fights  and  conquers  for 
Southern  slavery.  It  closes  the  question  by  its  actual  and  wide-spread  bless- 
ings." 

The  editor  of  the  Richmond  (Va.)  Examiner,  in  a  dissertation  on  "The 
Right  of  Negro  Slavery,''  while  he  justifies  the  existence  of  slavery,  feels 
compelled  to  admit  that  its  adversaries  have  hitherto  had  the  best  of  the 
debate.  He  denies  that  there  is  any  necessity  for  slavery,  and  ridicules 
the  idea  that  the  negro  in  slavery  is  a  happy  being.  Even,  he  says,  if  it 
could  be  proved  that  the  slave  is  physically  and  morally  better  off  than 
the  day-laborer  of  other  countries,  it  would  not  touch  the  root  of  the  evil. 
It  is  interestinor  to  notice  how  well  he  reasons : 

"The  white  peasant  is  free,  and  if  he  is  a  man  of  will  and  intellect,  can  rise 
in  the  scale  of  society ;  or  at  least  his  otFspring  may.  lie  is  not  d'-prived  by 
law  of  those  'inalienable  rights,'  'liberty  and  the  pu.suit  of  happiness,'  by  the 
use  of  it  But  here  is  the  essence  of  slavery — that  we  do  declare  the  negro 
destitute  of  these  powers.  We  bind  him  by  law  to  the  condition  of  the  laboring 
peasant  for  ever,  without  his  consent ;  and  we  bind  his  posterity  after  him.  Xow. 
the  true  question  is,  have  we  a  right  to  do  this  \  If  we  have  not,  all  discussions 
about  his  comfortable  situation,  and  the  actual  condition  of  free  laborers  else- 
where, are  quite  beside  the  point.  If  the  negro  has  the  same  right  to  his  liberty 
and  the  free  pursuit  of  his  own  happiness  that  the  white  man  has,  then  we  com- 
mit the  greatest  wrong  and  robbery  to  hold  him  a  slave — an  act  at  which  the 
sentiment  of  justice  must  revolt  in  every  heart^ — and  negro  slavery  is  an 
institution  which  that  sentiment  must  sooner  or  later  blot  from  the  face  of  the 
earth." 

After  stating  the  question  thus,  the  Examiner  boldly  asserts  that  'the 
negro  has  no  such  right — because  he  is  not  a  man  ! 

The  South  occasionally  derives  assistance  from  persons  in  free  States  in 
defense  of  their  "  institution."  In  the  April  Xo.  of  ''Hunt's  Magazine'' 
is  an  article  entitled  "  Moral  Benefits  of  Slavery."  The  author  offers  the 
following  apology  for  the  appearance  of  such  an  article  in  a  mercantile 
journal ; 
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"Slaves  are  considered  and  used  as  merchautabic  property  by  nearly  one  half 
of  the  States,  and  art'  guaranteed  in  such  use  by  the  (;on^titlltion  of  our  (iovern- 
nnent ;  hence,  any  information  respecting  it  -n-ould  be  parallel  -with  information 
re8j>ectiug  any  oilier  si)ecies  of  property." 

That  a  writer  holding  such  views  should  be  found  in  tlie  city  of  New- 
York,  with  many  of  whose  citizens  "  the  ledger  is  their  liible,  and  Mam- 
mon their  God,"  is  not  surprising  ;  but  what  excuse  can  the  editor  of  the 
Magazine  offer — himself  a  professed  Free  Dein'>crat — fur  sullying  his 
pages  with  such  an  es>ay  ?  Does  he  dread  the  los^  of  patronage  on  the 
part  of  Southern  subscribers  if  he  refuses  their  lucubrations  more  than 
he  fears  the  loss  of  patronage  on  the  part  of  Nortlieru  subscribei-s  in  con- 
sequence of  their  disgust  with  such  subserviency  i 

British  subjects  also,  we  are  sorry  to  say,  too  frequently  contribute 
their  aid  in  fostering  a  system  beld  in  just  abhorrence  by  a  majority  of 
their  own  countrymen  at  home.  A  Professor  Austed  has  und-rtaken,  in 
the  Ixindon  Times,  to  apologize  measurably  for  American  slavery  ;  and 
his  essays  are  circulating  extensively  in  this  country.  lie  has  visited  our 
Southern  States,  believes  immediate  emancipatiou  would  be  disastrous, 
and  considers  the  slaves,  on  the  whole,  generally  adapted  to  their  condi- 
tion. At  the  same  time  he  slandei-s  the  runaway  slaves  who  (have) 
escaped  into  Canada,  who  are,  he  asserts — in  contradiction  to  wellattL-sted 
iacts — "  found  to  be  idle,  useless,  and  unimpronng  in  every  sense  of  the 
word."  We  must,  however,  do  him  the  justice  to  say,  that,  in  some 
resj>ects,  the  learned  geologist  makes  a  true  statemt- nt  of  the  ''  profit  and 
loss"  of  slavery.  lie  speaks  of  the  universal  inefficiency  of  slave-labor ; 
asserts  that  slavery  is  in  six,  at  least,  of  the  slave  States  (the  most  northern) 
both  unnecessary  and  uneconomical,  resting  as  a  virtual  mortgage,  to  the 
tuU  amount  of  cajntal  it  absorbs,  upon  the  lands  and  productive  capacities 
of  the  States  which  tolerate  it.  He  is  for  gradual  emancipation,  and 
thinks  it  would  conduce  to  the  welfare  of  the  Country.* 

*\11  Southern  men  do  not  reason  as  those  to  whom  we  bave  referred, 
or  as  do  their  Northern  or  transatlantic  allies,  on  the  subject  before  us. 

A  letter-writer  of  Louisville,^  Ky.,  says: 

*"I  h.nve  ju>t  read  in  the  iVa  the  noble  speech  of  Charles  Sumner  on  the 
Fugitive  Slave  Law.  .  .  .  After  reading  it  myself,  I  handed  it  to  one  of  the  ablest 
men,  and  one  of  the  nuM  eloquent  writers  in  the  State.  On  returning  it, 
his  erv.pbatie  reply  was,  'Pcrftctlij  unansirrrahh.''  On  speaking  of  it  to  anolher 
frier.v:.  I  remarked  that  I  intended  to  send  for  fifty  eo})ies  of  the  pamphlet  edi- 
tion. •  I'ut  nit-  down  ior  fifty  more,' was  the  immediate  resjionse.  .  .  .  Every 
poUtical  paper  and  e\.ry  stump  speaker  in  Kentucky  arc  now  discussing  slavery 

•  "W,  Lave  often  marvelled  at  the  course  taken  bv  Engli.-hmcn,  after  they  have 
parta.J.rn  of  tlie  jiroveibial  hospitality  of  American  ]>lanter>,  and  by  many  who 
have  tAktn  '.ip  their  ahode-  in  our  free  .States.  Their  aliolil  ioiii>m  seem.i  1o  slide 
ott  45  easily  a.-  the  .-kin  of  a  certain  animal.     All  are  not  .-uch. 

}  Saiional  Era  of  Sejitt-mber  23,  185'.i. 
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in  tome  of  iu  relations,  to  the  exclusion  of  almost  every  other  matter.  ...  It 
is  my  firm  conviction  that  if  this  subject  of  slavery  is  uot  treated  in  a  more 
ratioriil  and  conciliatory  manner  by  the  leading  statesmen  of  the  South  in  time 
to  coiuo  than  it  has  been  for  the  last  few  yeart;,  we  shall  soon  have  but  two 
partiea  in  our  country — a  pro-slavery  and  an  anti-slavery  party." 

A  SocTHEBN  AoFiicuLTCRAL  CoNORESs  hasbeen  invited  by  the  South- 
era  Agricultural  S 'ciely  of  Georgia,  for  the  general  improvement  of  the 
Southern  States,  anJ  for  the  f  dlowing  speciOc  purpose : 

To  assist  in  bringing  the  South  in  direct  commenjial  intercourse  with  distant 
countries;  and  to  cultivate  the  aptitudes  of  the  nei,'ro  race  for  civilization,  and 
consequently  Christianity :  so  that  by  the  time  that  slavery  shall  have  lultilled  its 
beneficent  mission  iu  these  States,  a  system  may  be  authorized  bv  the  social  con- 
dition of  that  race  here,  to  relieve  it  from  its  present  servitude,  witho\it  sentencing 
it  to  the  condition  of  the  free  negroes  of  the  North,  and  West  Indies." 

It  will  be  perceived  that  slavery  is  publicly  recognized  in  the  above 
address  as  a  temporary  system,  and  freedom  as  the  natural  and  permai 
nent  condition  of  the  negro  race.  It  is  the  tirst  time  within  our  recol- 
lection that  a  disposition  has  been  manifested  on  the  part  of  the  South 
generally  to  contemplate  emancipation  as  an  ultimate  fact  to  be  brought 
about  by  systematic  effort.     There  is  pr»\gress  in  the  South.* 

A  slaveholder,  writing  from  Cornersviile,  Tenn.,  paints  slavery  in  the 

following  colors : 

"You  are  an  Anti-slavery  man.  fv)  am  I.  I  was  born  an  heir  to  slaves.  So 
was  ra}"  wife.  We  were  raised  and  have  lived  amoiii;  them.  ...  It  is  a  most 
unlucky  tliini,'  for  ns  that  slavery  is  among  us.  On  the  score  of  moral  and  reli- 
gious i^ood,  it  is  out  of  the  question.  Ou  masters  and  on  the  white  community 
generally,  the  institution,  as  it  exists  on  our  statute  books  and  on  our  plantations,  is 
a  seven-fold  evil — the  parent  of  more  evils  than  are  enumerated  in  the  Decalogue. 
I  venture  to  sav,  that  in  the  slaveholding  settlementd  of  Middle  and  Southern 
Mississippi,  where  I  have  lived  for  several  years,  there  is  not  a  virtuous  young 
man  of  twenty  years  of  age.  ...  To  send  a  lad  to  a  male  academy  in  Mis- 
sissippi is  moral  murder.  Xow,  I  have  four  children,  three  of  them  boys.  I 
confess  I  shall  never  raise  them  in  a  slave  State  willingly."  f 

A  person  writing  from  Louisiana  remarks: 

"The  editor  of  the  New-York  Observer  says  that  the  Southern  Free  Prcxs  has 
been  an  able  and  i-arnest  defeu'ler  of  Southern  institutions,  but  that  he  now 
advocates  the  jiassage  of  a  law  to  prohibit  the  separation  of  slave  families,  and 
recommends  instruction  to  a  portion  of  slaves  tiiat  are  most  honest  and  faithful. 
The  Observer  turthcr  adds:  'It  was  such  language  as  this  that  was  bei'oming 
common  before  .N'"rthcrn  fanaticism  ruined  the  prospects  of  Emancipation  I'  It  is 
not  so!  Xorthern  fanati-ism,  ns  he  calls  it,  has  done  every  thing  that  has  been 
done  for  hetteriuij  the  condition  of  the  slave."  X 

*  National  Era,  November  4,  1852. 

f  An  ex-Mayor  of  Iluntsville,  Ala.,  once  said  in  our  hearing,  that,  as  a  general 
rule,  every  youu'.:  man  in  his  State  became  addicted  to  fornication  at  an  early 
age.  A  distinguished  lawyer,  who  is  now  living  and  an  elder  in  the  Presby- 
terian Church  in  a  Southern  city,  remarked  to  us  some  years  since  :  "It  is  im- 
possible to  bring  up  a  family'of  children  virtuously  in  a  slaveholding  com- 
munity." Another  person,  now  a  minister  of  the  u'o.«|)el,  who  was  born  and 
educated  in  a  slave  State,  remarked  that  "the  slave  States  are  Sodoms,  and 
almo-t  every  villaj;e  family  is  a  l.rotheL" 

*-yational  Era,  October  7,  1852. 
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While  such  honorable  testimonies  from  the  l>etter  class  of  Southern 
citizens  are  cheering  the  hearts  of  Northern  Abolitionists,  the  strongest 
expressions  of  contempt  from  even  the  bitter  opponents  of  Abolitionist*; 
at  the  South  are  poured  upon  the  heads  of  Northern  serviles,  whose 
sordid  mercenary  instincts  cannot  be  concealed,  nor  esca])e  the  scorn  of 
all  classes  without  the  pale  of  their  own  narrow  circle. 

Witness  the  following : 

The  merchftnta,  principally  in  New-York,  have  subscribed  $7,000  as  a  remu- 
neration for  the  judicial  roBbery  peri)etrated  by  Judge  Paine,  in  tin-  notorious 
Lcmmon  Case.  Does  anj'  one  South  believe  that  these  otteiitible  iyinpathizen- 
were  moved  with  a  sjiirit  of  justness  and  benevolence,  or  rather  was  it  nut  an 
impulse  sprung  by  the  thought  of  commercial  gain?  Do  we  infer  that  they 
looked  to  any  other  fact  than  that  such  a  just  indignation  would  get  hold  upon 
Southern  merchant*  as  would  drive  them  to  Charleston  or  Savannah  to  trade,  in 
place  of  New-York  ?  Such  would  have  been  the  case,  and  thev,  foresefiiiir  this 
withdrawal,  have  attempted  to  repair  the  injury  by  the  remuneration  of  a  fe-w 
thousand  dollars. — Montgomery  {Ala.)  limes. 

"A  Virginian,"  in  one  of  the  daily  papers,  among  several  objections 
to  anti-slavery  effort,  and  hard  thrusts  at  Abolitionists,  utters  the  follow- 
ing condemnation  of  a  system  that  finds  so  many  advocates  in  his 
State  :* 

"I  have  asked  no  man  what  he  thought  about  it  [slavery.]     I  know  that  all 
who  are  not  miduly  prejudiced  must  feel  in  their  heai-t.s  that  the  institution,  as 
it  now  stands,  is  morally  wrong.     .     .     .     Slaver}-,  as  our  laws  allow  us  to  use 
it  is  a  crime.     .     .     .     Tliere  has  been  a  marked  improvement  in  the  conditio!! 
of  elaves  within  tlie  last  few  years,  but  there  is  ample  room  for  more.    .     .     . 
The  laws  of  the  land  should  protect  the  negro.     He  should  figure  above  the 
brutC'.a  in  the  statute  books  of  the  greatest  nation  under  the  sun.     If  he  be  ill- 
treated  b\-  the  mortal  who  holds  his  body  and  soul  in  bondage,  the  laws  of  our 
great  rejjublic  should  allow  bira   to  appeal  some  where  for   protection.      This 
heart-.sit;kening 'negro-trading' should    be  put  dowii.     The  horrible  practice  of 
collecting  them  in  dens  should  be  put  down.     The  iron-hearted  trader  should  be 
made  amenable  to  the  law  for  severing  those  holy  ties  which  his  brutal  nature 
cannot  be  made  to  understand.     Tlie  member  of  the  Church  who  almost  starves 
them  should  be  punishable  some  where  on  earih.     The  respectable  citizen  who 
half  clothes  them   should    be  closely   overlooked   by   the  law.      We  should  no 
longer  heed  the  plausible  crj-  of  interest   interest!*  The  law^  of  interest  is  no 
more  sufficient  to  protect  the  poor  slave  than  it  is  to  protect  the  cow,  or  the 
horse,  or  the  children,  or  the  wife  !     The  law  of  interest  cannot  make  a  humane 
man  of  a  brute ;  neither  does  it  keep  a  man  sober ;  and  the  poor  slave  is  hit; 
property,  drunk  or  sober.     Considerations  of  self-interest  have  very  little  weight 
with  a  drunken   enraged  master,    or   with    a  brutal  'exasperated  overseer — or. 
mdeed,   with  many  who  are  neither  drunk  nor  exasperated.      When  even   th< 
deatli-penalty  shall  prevent  every  murderer  from  striking  the  fatal  blow,  then  w. 
may  b.-L'in  to  talk  about  an  enraged  man  being  a  law  unto  himself  I     Tiien  we 
may  talk  about  a  brutal  overseer,  awav  in  some  lonely  plantation,  as  likely  to  be 
a  law  unto  himself!" 

The  samo  writer  proceeds  to  say  : 

"I  must  say,  wiih  all  due  deference  to  Mrs.  Stowe,  that  riometimes  neoroes 
are  lazy,  uncnt*  ful,  wicked,  and  provoking;  and  I  mi:-t  idso  remark  to  that 
mouthpiece  of  the  Southern  fair,  Mrs.  Tyler,  that  Sontliem  ladie.-,  are  not  alway- 

•  See  Tribune  of  April  2U  and  23,  1853. 
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'  amiable  and  domestic."  Some  of  them  (alas !  that  I  should  say  it)  are  r<-;ti 
vir:i"Os,  and  make  no  more  of  t^iving  a  nei^ro  man  nino-and-thirty  with  a  cow- 
hide, than  they  do  of  taking  a  chew  of  tobacco.  Some  of  them  are  ind'/.-.-jt, 
fashionable,  and  fond  of  pleasure,  and  careless  alike  of  husbands,  chihlr.-o,  or 
-ilavea.  Men  and  women  are  men  and  women  every  where,  'fliey  ar.-  Iii-^h- 
t,empered  and  meek,  brave  and  cowardly,  cruel  and  humane,  brutal  and  refme'I, 
from  zone  to  zone,  and  should  be  governed  accordingly." 

The  editor  of  the  New- York  Tribune,  to  whom  the  above  was  a^j- 
dressed,  remarks : 

"'A  Virginian'  claims  that  the  slave's  average  condition  has  been  very  sensi- 
bly meliorated  within  a  few  years  past,  and  now  tends  towards  still  further 
improvement.  Wv  believe  this  is  true,  and  we  further  believe  that  iliis  name 
improvement  finds  its  main  cause  in  that  very  'agitation'  which  our  friend, 
with  the  entire  South,  so  pointedly  condemns.  Had  there  been  no  Aboluiouista 
at  the  North,  there  would  have  been  no  such  improvement  at  the  SoutL  Kveji 
now,  let  a  slaveholder  abuse  an<l  torture  his  slaves,  and  the  first  thought  ';f  hi; 
neighbors  is,  'What  a  handle  the  Abolitionists  will  make  of  thisi  What  a 
noise  it  will  make  at  the  North !'  And  so  the  whole  slaveholding  class  is  Ixjund 
to  repress  or  conceal  outrages  upon  slaves  by  their  masters,  for  reasons  which 
wotdd  have  little  force  if  there  w.Te  no  Abolitionists,  And  «ne  of  the  first 
fruits  we  noted  of  Mrs.  Stowe's  novel  was  a  suggestion  in  The  S<xiitherH  Prest 
that  some  improvement  should  be  made  in  the  laws  regulating  the  internal 
slave- trade. 

"That  the  masters  can  do  more  for  the  slaves  than  all  others — that  they  are 
generally  kindly  disponed  towards  them — no  one  disputes.  'Uncle Tom's  Cabin' 
fairly  represents  the  feelings  of  the  better  class  of  slaveholders  in  the  characltT  of 
St.  Clair.  But  men  educated  as  they  are,  hate  to  be  esteemed  '  fanatical' — Iiat(!  to 
set  up  for  reformers,  or  seem  to  assume  a  philanthropy  which  is|  a  re()i-<(of  to 
'heir  neighbors.  So  they  glide  indolently  along  through  life,  loathing  slavery, 
.execrating  it,  yet  still  per-isting  in  it.  The  shock  which  will  emancipate  them 
from  this  apathy  must  come  from  without:  the  electricity  is  even  now  condens- 
ing in  the  calm,  transparent  ?ky.  And  whenever  the  day  shall  have  palpably 
arrived  to  demand  the  abolition  of  slavery,  (which  never  stood  stronger  than  it 
will  seem  to  stand  ju»t  before  its  fall,)  ten  thousand  voices  will  be  raised  in  its 
londemnatiou  at  the  South  liy  men  never  before  suspected  of  Abolition  senti- 
ments ;  and  among  all  the  auspicious  results  of  emancipation,  there  is  none  that 
we  shall  more  heartily  rejoice  over  than  the  liberation  of  the  Anti-slavery 
'mtiment  of  that  section  from  the  terrorism  that  now  stifles  and  falsities  it." 

That  such  anticijations  are  not  chimerical  or  preposterous,  may  be 
inferred  from  facts  like  the  following: 

EM.\xcrp.\TioN — SifVE^siaL  E-TPEEiiiKXT. — The  Ncw-York  TV/Smtw  saj's,  "We  are 
sure  many  will  hear  with  pleasure  what  we  learned  during  a  recent  sit-down 
with  our  old  tViend  and  fellow-laborer,  C.  M.  Clay,  that  the  emancipation  of  \m 
slaves,  some  eight  years  ago,  has,  quite  uneirpectedly  to  him,  proved  a  profitable 
(operation.  Having  been  an  extensive  stock-rearing  farmer  for  many  j-^ars  previ- 
ously, and  being  every  way  surrounded  and  he^lged  in  by  slavery  and  slave 
labor,  he  naturally  supi'osed  that  the  liberation  of  his  slaves  would  stibject  him 
to  embarrassment  and  probably  loss  in  his  farming  operations.  But  his  ex- 
perience has  dissipated  all  aiiprehensions.  He  finds  no  difficulty  in  hiring  white 
labor  according  to  his  need  and  at  reasonable  rates ;  he  hires  a  portion  of  his 
former  slaves  for  wages  mutually  satisfactory ;  his  farm  is  considerably  im- 
proved, and  still  improving  in  fertility  and  productiveness  ;  ho  cuts  more  hay,  has 
better  pasturage,  kee[n  more  cattle  and  keejis  them  in  better  order  than  for- 
merly; and  wiiereiis  his  farm  used  to  run  him  in  debt,  or  at  least  yield  him  no 
profit,  he  is  now  makiag  money  by  it." 
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CASTE. 

The  prejudice  against  people  of  color,  as  we  have  already  seen,  affects 
them  not  only  in  general  society,  but  in  the  temples  of  God,  and  in 
bodies  composed  of  men  professing  to  be  the  disciples  of  the  meek  and 
lowly  Jesus.     We  give  another  instance  of  this  unchristian  feeling. 

The  "  Church  of  the  Crucifixion"  of  Philadelphia  has  a  colored  con- 
gregation, but  the  vestry  and  clergyman  are  white.  The  subject  of  ad- 
mitting white  delegates  from  this  church  was  debated  with  great  warmth 
in  the  Episcopal  Convention  at  Philadelphia,  May  21st,  1852.  A  ma- 
jority report  of  the  committee  recommended  that  the  church  should  be 
retained  in  union  with  the  Convention,  with  the  privilege  of  sending  lay 
deputies.  The  minority  report  from  the  two  objecting  members  of  the 
committee  was  then  read  by  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  Esq.*  The  report  op- 
posed the  admission  of  lay  deputies.  Rev.  Dr.  Hare  spoke  at  some 
length  in  favor  of  the  majority  report  Rev.  Mr.  Kirk,  in  favoring  the 
majority  report,  elicited  a  reply  from  Mr.  Ingersoll,  in  which  that  eloquent 
lawyer  commented  on,  "  with  combined  wit  and  argument,  the  marked 
line  of  di.'>ti notion,  and  the  irreversible  difference  between  the  white  and 
colored  races,  as  a  manifest  decree  of  Providence."  After  an  eloquent 
appeal  by  Bishop  Potter,  as  previously  stated,  in  behalf  of  the  resolution 
of  the  majority,  the  vote  was  taken  by  yeas  arid  nays,  with  the  following 
result :  i 

The  vote  was :  Clergy,  39  yeas  to  35  nays ;  laity,  23  yeas  to  27  nays. 
The  resolution  was  lost. 

Caste  in  the  Church  is  the  grief  of  every  true-hearted  Christian,  and 
the  astonishment  of  even  the  heathen. 

Id  the  Diocese  of  New-York,  as  previously  stated,  a  still  more  in- 
veterate prejudice  exists  on  the  part  of  the  white  dergy  and  laity  against 
their  colored  Episcopal  brethren.  It  existed  in  the  palmy  days  of  Bishop 
Onderdonk  with  equal  tenacity,  as  the  late  esteemed  Rev.  Peter  Williams 
had  frequeiit  occasion  to  bear  witness. 

Dr.  Pennington,  one  of  the  Presbyterian  ministers  of  this  city,  and  at 
present  Moderator  of  the  Fourth  Presbytery,  composed  chiefly  of  popular 
white  ministers,  not  being  allowed  to  ride  in  the  omnibuses  of  the  city, 
is  put  to  great  inconvenience  in  being  obliged  to  walk  two  or  three  miles 
daily  from  his  residence  to  his  study  in  his  church.  Loafers,  blacklegs, 
robber-,  thieves,  and  drunkards  of  all  descriptions,  provided  their  com- 
plexions are  whit-i,  are  freely  allowed  the  use  of  tho^e  vehicb-s,  but  a 
colored  skin,  though  on  a  doctor  of  divinity,  is  a  complete  bar  of  ex- 
clusion. 

Among  decisions  of  the  minor  courts,  indicating  the  growth  of  a  more 
healthful  y.ublic  opinion,  we  may  mention  that  of  the  Brooklyn  Cnv 

♦  At  present  Minister  of  tlie  United  States  to  England. 
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Court,  in  March  last,  by  which  an  omnibus  driver  wis  convicted  of 
assault  and  battery  for  forcibly  ejecting  from  the  vehicle  under  liis  charge 
a  colored  woman.  The  defense  that  the  rules  of  the  omnibus  proprietor-^ 
did  not  allow  colored  p«rson3  to  ride  inside  their  stages,  was  held  to  be 
insufficient. 

Misa  Sarah  P.  Remond,  sister  of  Mr.  Charles  L.  RemonJ,  the  eloquent 
Anti-slavery  lecturer,  was  recently  expelled  from  the  Howard  Athenaeum- 
After  having  purchased  a  ticket  in  company  with  two  friends,  and  de- 
livered it  to  the  doorkeeper,  she  was  quietly  proceeding  to  her  seat,  when 
the  agent  of  the  company  forbade  her  taking  it,  and  finally  pushed  her 
down  the  stairs.  For  this  outrage,  the  agent  and  officer  who  assisted  in 
the  expulsion  were  brought  before  the  Police  Court.  Justice  Russell 
delivered  an  opinion  sustaining  the  equal  rights  of  colored  citizens.  The 
defendants  were  fined  a  small  sum,  and  the  agent  adjudged  to  pay  the 
costs.  An  action  was  brought  before  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for 
damages,  but  it  was  afterwards  withdrawn  by  Miss  Remond,  on  her  ex- 
penses being  paid  by  the  other  party,  and  a  stipulation  that  she  should 
occupy  hereafter  any  seat  at  the  Howard  that  she  may  choose  to  pay 
for*  .  \ 

The  complainants  have  acted  judiciously  in  thus  asserting  their  rights 
before  a  court  of  justice ;  and  we  hope  that  our  colored  friends,  in  every 
part  of  the  country,  who  may  be  aggrieved  in  a  similar  way,  will,  agree- 
ably to  the  recommendation  in  one  of  the  re-^olutions  passed  at  the  Busi- 
ness Meeting  of  this  Society,  appeal  to  the  laws  for  redress. 

COLONIZATION. 

The  friends  of  the  Colonization  Society  claim  that  the  objects  of  it 
are  charity  and  benevolence.  If  the  second  article  cf  its  constitution, 
which  provides  that  the  object  is  to  colonize  free  people  of  color  with 
their  own  consent,  had  been  the  real  instead  of  the  ostensible  design  of 
the  Association,  and  if  it  had  been  adhered  to,  credit  might  have  been 
given  to  this  claim.  But  even  then,  the  formation  of  such  a  Society, 
without  any  solicitation  of  aid  on  the  part  of  the  free  colored  population 
of  the  country,  and  against  their  wishes,  might  justly  have  exposed  its 
founders  to  the  accusation  of  intermeddling  and  impertinence.  Notwith- 
standing the  professed  object,  the  notorious  fact  that  the  most  influential 
men  who  originated  the  scheme  and  have  managed  it  have  been  slave- 
holders,! &^d  that  the  most  intelligent  colored  people  of  the  country  have, 

*  Several  colored  persons  witnessed  the  performances  shortly  after  this.  Miss 
Remond  and  her  friends  being  of  the  number. 

t  It  is  allowod  that,  at  the  beginning  and  at  this  day,  some  benevolent  per- 
sona, actuated  l)y  philanthropic  purposes,  have  aided  and  do  aid  the  scheme.  It 
has  been  the  policy  of  the  leaders  to  invite  their  aid.     They  knew  well  that  it 


ANNUAL   REPORT. 


155 


from  the  very  commencement  of  it,  unprompted,  protested  against  it,  are 
sufficient  to  convince  every  candid  mind  that  something  else  was  intended 
than  the  voluntary  expatriation  of  free  colored  people  for  their  own 
benefit  and  the  benefit  of  Africa. 

Hatred  to  the  colored  race,  a  fear  that  the  free  people  of  color  would 
disafff  ct  the  slaves  and  render  such  "  property"  more  insecure,  a  desire  to 
get  rid  of  thom  at  all  events,  bave  been  the  real  motives  that  originated 
and  have  sustained  the  Colonization  Society  on  the  part  of  the  great  ma- 
jority of  its  supporters,  North  and  South.  "  It  is  a  plan  of  the  slave- 
holders to  get  rid  of  the  free  blacks,"  said  Daniel  \Vtb>ter  in  1 8^:2,  "  and 
I  will  have  nothine  to  do  witb  it."  This  accordel  with  the  remark  of 
John  Randolph,  in  bis  speech  at  tbe  organization  of  the  Society  :  "  The 
measure  prop'><ed  would  prove  one  of  the  greate^t  securities  to  enable 
the  master  to  keep  in  possession  bis  own  property." 

The  Senate  of  the  United  States  baving  under  consideration,  Marcb  3, 
1853,  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  navy,  Mr- 
Miller,  of  New-Jersey,  submitted  tbe  following  amendment :  "  For  equip- 
ment, maintenance,  and  supply  of  an  expedition  for  the  exploration  of 
the  interior  of  Africa,  eastward  of  Liberia,  and  the  asceitaining  of  the 
resources  of  that  region,  and  for  the  colonization  of  (he  free  blacks  of 
the  United  States,  to  be  expended  under  tbe  direction  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  $125,000."*  In  bis  speech,  be  claimed  that  the  republic 
of  Libtriat  originated  in  a  company  of  eighty-six  free  persons  of  color, 
who  vuluiitarily  emigrated  from  this  country  to  the  western  coast  of 
Africa,  February,  1820.|  But  Mr.  Charles  F.  Mercer,  one  of  tbe  origin- 
ators of  the  scheme,  and  now  one  of  the  most  influential  of  its  advocates, 
asserts  that  it  originated  in  a  law  of  Congress  to  return  some  recaptured 

•was  necessary  to  do  6o,  in  order  to  gain  the  contributions  and  other  aid  of 
Christians  in  various  part^  of  the  country.  It  was  the  same  policy  that  induced 
the  nomination  of  Frelinghuysen  and  Clay.  And  it  is  the  policy  that  induces 
rnany  a  mother  to  put  a  nauseous  pill  into  some  preserved  quince  before  she  offers 
it  to  her  sick  child.  Add  to  this,  many  persons,  at  the  jiresent  time,  from  political 
considerations,  favor  the  scheme.  Others,  no  doubt,  do  it  from  mixed  motives. 
Some,  probably,  though  we  think  very  few,  from  a  simple  desire  to  benefit  the 
colored  people  of  either  continent 

*  It  is  understood  that  Commander  Lynch,  U.  S.  N,  has  gone  to  the  African 
coast  in  the  service  of  the  Government.  He  will  land  at  Liberia,  Citpe  Palmas, 
and  other  [loints,  and  will  pursue  his  inquiries  as  far  as  the  river  Gaboon,  with  a 
view  to  tlie  ascertainment  of  such  localities  as  may  present  the  greatest  facilities 
for  jieiietrating  U)  the  interior.  He  will  collect  information  upon  which  it  may 
be  pio|KT  hereafter  to  jirepare  and  combine  the  forces  essential  to  the  success  of 
a  com|>lete  and  useful  exploration  of  the  interior. 

f  From  Lihfr,  a  freed  man.  This  name  was  given  by  Mr.  Latrobe,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  American  Colonization  Society. 

X  "It  commenced  a  private  eriterprise,  not  of  gain,  but  of  benevolence.  The 
inducing  cause  was  Lumauity,  the  means  used,  Christian  charity." — Miller  t 
Speech. 
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Africans  to  their  native  country,  one  hundred  thousand  duUars  having 
l>'<'n  a]>pri)priated  for  that  purpose;  and  as  this  was  done  during  the 
Pi<-si(Jency  of  Mr.  Monroe,  Mr.  Mercer  insisted  that  he,  in  tact,  estab- 
lished the  first  colony  on  the  coast  of  Africa — Liberia — and  in  honor 
and  acknowledgment  of  this,  the  capital  was  called  Monrovia.'^' 

Senator  Miller  states  that  the  great  objects  of  the  republic  are  "  the 
relief  of  two  continents  from  the  ev\h  of  slavery  and  barbarism ;  its 
grand  result,  civil  and  religious  liberty  to  a  whole  race  of  men."f  If 
these  are  the  objects,  we  wish  great  success  to  the  new  republic.  But 
the  welfare  of  the  republic  of  Liberia  and  the  prosperity  of  the  (Coloniza- 
tion Society  are  two  distinct  objects.  Let  the  people  of  color  emigrate 
to  Liberia,  California  or  Australia,  or  Jamaica  or  Canada,  or  wherever 
they  choose ;  they  have  the  same  liberty  to  do  so  that  their  white  fellow- 
citizens  have.  No  one  can  reasonably  object  to  this,  in  one  oa^e  more 
than  in  the  other.  But  the  COERCIVE  AND  SLAN  DEROUS  POLICY 
upon  which  the  Colonization  Society  was  founded  and  is  sustained  we  do 
object  to,  on  behalf  of  the  people  of  color,  and  in  the  name  of  Humanity 
and  of  Christianity. 

Senator  Miller,  like  almost  all  Colonizationists,  vilifies  the  peopTirof  color. 
In  invoking  national  aid  to  sustain  and  protect  the  free  national  institu- 
tions of  Liberia,  he  says,  "  we  shall  accomplish  the  two  grand  results  con- 
templated by  the  friends  of  African  Colonization — the  civilization  of 
Africa,  and  the  removal  from  this  country  of  that  ano.naloas  class  of 
men  called  free  people  of  colorT  The  negro,  he  says,  '*  feels  in  his  soul 
that  which  the  white  man  boldly  avows,  tUpt  he  is  an  inferior  heing^'' 
We  shall,  in  time,  cry  unto  Liberia,  he  says,  "to  relieve  us  from  a  na- 
tional curse — a  curse  from  which  the  dominion  of  all  America,  from  pole 
to  pole,  cannot  save  us — the  national  evil  of  an  overgrown  and  degraded 
population  of  emancipated  slavesP 

This  valiant  advocate  of  the  Colonization  Society  and  traducer  of  his 
colored  fellow-citizens,  in  order  to  gain  the  votes  of  senators  to  his  appli- 
cation for  pecuniary  aid,  apologizes  for  caste  and  slavery.  "That  ques- 
tion"— whether  this  Government  will  enter  into  diplomatic  relations  with 
Liberia — '*  I  have  no  desire  to  obtrude  up'»n  the  Senate,  and  which, 
whenever  presented,  should  he  treated  with  reference  to  our  peculiar 
tnthtutions,  and  disposed  of  in  such  manner  as  would  be  least  offensive 
to  the  feelings  and  habits  of  the  people  of  this  country."  Again  :  "  I 
deny  that  this  successful  demonstration  in  favor  of  the  improvement  of 
the  African  race  can  in  any  manner  cast  odium  upon  our  domestic  insti- 


•  The  Peniuylvanian. 

\  We  quote  from  the  printed  speech,  as  it  appeared  in  the  payiurs.      It  is  ^aic 
^J^^^^ere  on  good  authority,  that  only  "very  little  of  it"  was  d'livcred  i: 
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tutioDs,  or  ;iff:et  the  legal  rights  of  the  master  over  his  slave  ;  but,  on  the 
contrarj',  this  oxperiinent  has  given  to  American  institutions  of  slavery 
a  MORAL  rowER  AND  SANCTION  which  neither  law  nor  Constitution  could 
invest  them  with.  .  .  .  The  republic  of  Liberia  is  a  ■witness  of  good 
and  not  of  evil  to  tlie  institution  of  slavery  in  the  United  States.  She 
bears  livir.g  tosti;.-vii}  to  the  fact  that  the  African  race  has  been  improved 
and  not  debased  h-j  .'servitude  in  thin  country.'''' 

This  calMranioij-  attack  upon  the  free  people  of  color,  and  this  craven 
spirit  towjinh  th<'';r  oppressors,  did  not  have  the  success  contemplated. 
The  slavelioldir;!^  senators  accepted  the  apology  and  the  calumny,  but 
refused  to  swallow  the  bait.  Senator  Mason,  of  Va.,  said  :  "I  know  no 
authority  in  this  Oivernment  to  recognize  any  connection  with  the  Colo- 
nization Society  in  any  form."  Senator  Pratt,  of  Md.,  was  in  favor  of 
getting  "  rid  of  thi\t  description  of  population,"  and  said,  "  the  very  neces- 
sity of  the  thing  shows  the  constitutionality  of  it."  He  hoped  appropria- 
tions would  be  made  "for  the  purpose  of  ridding  the  country  of  this 
nuisance  to  the  whole  society  of  the  United  States." 

Senator  Chase,  of  Ohio,  said  : 

I  objui*^  witli  omjiliasis  to  that  feature  of  this  amendment  which  contemplatci: 
the  e\iiatriation  or  "getting  rid"  of  any  portion  of  onr  population  Nol  that  1 
object  to  coluiiizatioii.  [emigration?]  That  is  quite  another  thing.  Let  every 
one  who  choose?,  whitlier  white  or  black,  leave  our  shores  and  seek,  under  hap- 
pier au-[  ices,  liapj'i.r  homes  in  other  lands.  But  let  no  man,  native  or  natural- 
ized, giiiltl<s>  of  otf(ii-e,  be  driven  forth  from  his  country.  Comjiuhory  ex\>n.- 
triation  of  any  ola-s  is  an  offense  against  civilization,  and  inconipatil'ie  with 
justice.  Let  all  <.las>es  of  our  population,  of  whatever  complexion  and  of  what- 
ever origin,  be  dralt  with  upon  the  simple  principles  of  right,  justice,  and 
humanii y.  Give  evrry  man  a  fair  and  equal  chance  upon  the  arena  of  human 
effoi-t,  and,  my  word  for  it,  you  will  do  more  for  civilization,  more  for  the  im- 
provement of  «11  classes,  more  for  the  prosperity  and  progre-s  of  the  whole 
country,  than  can  be  accomplished  by  any  scheme  of  expatriation. 

It  v,as  moved  by  Senator  Bell,  of  Tenn.,  that  all  that  part  of  the 
amendment  which  relates  to  colonization  be  stricken  out.  Senator  Miller 
assented,  saying,  '-All  I  want  is  to  get  the  exploration."  After  being 
stricken  nut,  the  ijuestion  was  taken  on  the  amendment,  as  amended, 
when  the  S.-uate  being  equally  divided,  21  to  21,  the  amendment  wa.s 
rejected ;  in  other  words,  the  whole  proposition  of  Senator  Miller  was 
rejected,  so  that  all  that  remains  of  the  matter  is — his  speech. 

A  correspondent  of  the  National  Era,  under  date  of  May  28,  1852, 
says : 

Have  you  '■r-i-ri  tip-  a.'oouut  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Coi.omzation  Socitrrv 
at  Boston  (hi-  wcck  '  It  '•  out-ILrod-^  Herod."  What  Rcornfiil  nnd  hateful  allu- 
sions to  the  free  '•■.lr,icd  peoj.l.-  of  this  country!  What  love  for  tlie  color.d 
man — at  a  d:*tai'c'  Love!  It  is  a  pretence.  Tuk  ("oLfoizvTKiN  ^chemk  i>  a 
LIBEL  ON  ("iii'.i-iuMT^  Our  Countrymen,  colored  and  wliite,  have  an  undoubted 
right  to  go  to  ai.v  j  :.:i  of  the  triobe,  and  there  is  no  crime  in  assisting  poor  anil 
worthy  ]Hrson-  in  v'^'j:  to  other  cliin<-s;  but  this  is  not  colonization  as  under- 
stood au<l  practised  by  very  many  of  the  members  of  Colonization  Societies  in 
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thin  countrv.  They  assort  that  the  colored  race  is  naturally  inferior  to  the  white 
rac'e;  that"th<?  jx^ople  of  color  cannot  live  here;  that  they  endanger  tlie  morale 
the  tranqidllity,  and  the  prosperity  of  the  country.  Religious  men  say  this,  and 
therefore  unite  with  politicians  in  benevolenthj  tjurrounding  the  free  people  of 
color  with  such  influences  that,  as  a  choice  of  evils,  they  "consent"  to  go  to 
Africa.    Out  upon  such  philanthropy  ! 

Some  months  since,  a  fraction  of  the  free  colored  people  of  Maryland, 
under  the  disguised  lead  of  Colonization ists,  made  an  attempt  to  commit 
the  free  colored  population  to  the  scheme  of  expatriation.*  The  intelli- 
gent people  of  color  took  the  alarm,  held  a  large  meeting  in  Baltimore, 
after  instituting  inquiries,  and,  with  but  a  single  dissenting  voice,  adopted 
and  published  a  manly  Protest.  They  declare  that  while  they  are  not 
opposed  to  voluntary  emigration,  nine  tenths  of  the  colored  people  knew 
nothing  of  what  was  beinor  done  in  their  name  at  the  "  Colored  Coloniza- 
tion  Convention,"  and  they  disavow  and  protest  against  their  proceedings. 

Hon.  Edward  Everett,  in  his  address  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
Colonization  Society,  at  Washington,  Jan.  18,  1853,  instead  of  calum- 
niating the  people  of  color,  spoke  of  them  and  the  African  race  with 
respect  and  commendation.  He  said  several  things  to  which  Abolitionists 
will  be  far  from  assenting,  but,  in  uiher  respycU-J,  the  address  was  one  to 
which  neither  they  nor  the  colored  people  can  reasonably  object.  They 
do  not  believe  that  Liberia  was  founded  "  on  a  political  and  moral  neces- 
sity," nor  that  the  Colonization  Society  has  had  the  agency  claimed  in 
abating  the  slave-trade;  but  they  will  heartily  concur  in  the  admissions 
he  makes  in  the  fullowing  sentences  of  Jae  disabilities  which  the  people 
of  color  suffer : 

"Now,  Sir,  I  do  not  intend  to  discuss  the  ground  of  those  jealousies,  nor  to 
inquire  into  the  policy  of  tlie  laws  of  some  States,  and  the  condition  of  public 
opinion — often  more  powerful  than  law — in  others,  which  mike  the  condition  of 
the  free  colored  man,  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  one  of  iufL-riority  and  hardship. 
In  order  to  meet  the  olijections  to  the  Society,  that  it  recognizes  and  cooperates 
with  these  oppios-ive  laws,  and  a  still  more  oppressive  public  opinion,  I  will 
admit  such  to  be  the  character  of  the  legislation  and  the  public  sentiment  of  the 
Country,  in  reference  to  the  free  colored  population  of  the  country." 

Mr.  Everett  also  saya  : 

"  It  would,  I  think,  be  unjust  to  urge,  as  a  proof  of  the  intellectual  inferiority 
of  the  civilized  men  of  color  in  this  country,  that  tliey  have  not  made  much 
intellectual  pr^i^res*.  It  appears  to  mc  that  they  have  done  fjuite  as  much 
as  could  be  expecte<l  under  the  depressinej  circumstances  iu  which  they  have 
been  i)laced.  \\  hat,  branch  of  the  Euro[)enn  family,  if  held  in  tin;  same  condition 
for  three  centuries,  would  not  be  subject  to  the  same  reproach  i  .  .  .  . 

"Why,  Sir,  it  is  but  a  short  time  since  we  Anglo-Americans  were  habitually 
spoken  of  by  our  brethren  in  England  as  a  degenerate  and  inferior  race.  .  .  . 

"  Paul  Cutfee,  well  reojllected  m  New-England,  was  a  person  of  great  energy. 
His  father  was  an  Afi  ican  slave,  his  mother  an  Indian  of  the  Elizabeth  Islands, 
Mass.  .... 

"The  learned  blacksmith  of  Alabama,  now  in  Liberia,  ha.s  attained  a  celebrity 


•  Xalional  Anti-ilavery  Standard,  August  12,  1852. 
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ncarcelv  inferior  to  that  of  his  white  brother  known  by  the  snme  designation. 
1  freqiu-iitly  attended  the  examinations  at  a  school  in  Canibiidge,  at  which 
Beverly  Willitini?  was  a  pupil.  Two  youths  from  Georgia,  and  a  son  of  my  own, 
were  hig  fcllow-pnpils.  Beverly  was  a  born  slave  in  Missis^sippi,  and  aj'parently 
of  pure  African  blood.  He  was  one  of  the  best  scholars — perhaps  the  best  Latin 
scholar — in  his  class.  These  are  indications  of  intellectual  ability,  afforded  under 
discouraginii  circunnstances  at  home.  .  .  . 

"In  the  face  of  facts  like  these,  it  becomes  us  to  be  somewhat  cautious  in 
setting  down  the  colored  race  in  America  as  one  of  hopeless  inferioi-ity." 

We  hope  the  Colonization  Society  will  be  as  successful  hereafter  in  the 
selection  of  orators  as  they  were  in  the  case  of  the  late  Secretary  of  State. 

Some  persons  have  been  led  to  inaagine  that  the  Colonization  Society 
is,  in  some  sense,  a  Missionary  Society.  It  is  a  great  mistake.  Mission- 
aries of  different  denominations,  especially  Methodists,  reside  there ;  but 
the  Society  itself  is  not  authorized  by  its  constitution  to  employ  mission- 
aries, nor  does  it  enter  into  its  policy  to  do  so.  In  the  many  Protean 
shapes  it  has  assumed,  some  portions  of  the  public  have  been  misled  by 
its  missionary  pretensions.  As  a  Society,  unless  we  are  greatly  mistaken, 
more  trust  has  been  put  in  the  sword  than  in  the  Bible. 

In  an  able  article  in  the  National  Bra  of  May  27th.  1852,  the  editor 
speaks  with  deserved  condemnation  of  the  "oppressive  jt.-gislation"'  of 
several  of  the  Slates, and  concludes  as  follows: 

"  TVe  have  a  word  now  for  the  Colonization  Societies.  They  claim  to  be  the 
true  friend-i  of  the  colored  race.  They  seek  the  confidence  of  the  peojile  of  color, 
and  reproach  them  with  their  hostility.  What  can  thev  exjifct?  When  have 
they  ever  condemned  these  cruel  projects  of  coercive  coTo:ii7^tion  ?  Prof.-sing 
that  their  object  was  the  '  colonization  of  the  free  people  of  color  with  their  ovm 
consent,'  it  was  especially  incumbent  on  them  to  set  their  faces  as  flint  against  all 
oppressive  and  coercive  measures.  They  have  not  done  so.  Tiieir  members  and 
supporters  have  been  prominent  in  instituting  oppressive  legislation  ;  tlieir 
organs  have  appealed  to  it  as  the  strongest  argument  for  the  removal  of  the 
colored  people  ;  while  not  a  resclulion  has  been  passed  bv  them  in  condemnation 
of  it;  and  yet  they  affect  wondei'  that  the  colored  man  should  distrust  their 
friendship,  and  reject  their  scheme! 

"  Let  them  abandon  this  Cain-like  policy.  Let  them  erect  the  standard  against 
injustice.  Lft  them  openl}-  condemn  and  earnestly  struggle  against  all  legisla- 
tion calculated  to  degrade  or  coerce  colored  y)eople  into  banishment.  Let  them 
encourage  all  judicious  efforts  for  their  education  and  improvement.  Let  them 
ilemand  the  repeal  of  all  j)roserii)tive  legislation  against  them.  Then  will  they 
have  demonstrated  their  claim  to  be  true  friends  of  the  colored  race,  and  thvir 
."cheme  of  colonization  could  no  longer  be  denounced  as  part  of  a  system  of 
measures  leading  to  the  forcible  expuhion  of  half  a  million  of  native-born  Ame- 
ricans, whatever  else  might  be  said  of  it.* 

•  Th.-r-r  ar.'  many  men  wlio  boast  of  their  patriotism  at  the  expense  of  their 
humanity.  "I'tri-h  tlic  whole  African  race  rather  than  have  this  glorious  Union 
dissolved  !"  taid  an  Iri.^li  orator  in  the  late  Jane  Trainer  case.  Tlie  ed.tor  of  the 
Lorain  ((thio)  Arf/ia,  in  a  burst  of  patriotic  feeling,  exclaims:  "The  dismem- 
bennent  of  thi.^*  gl.-rioii-  I'nion,  a  failure  of  the  gi-and  movement,  a  demolition 
of  this  last  great  asyliuii  of  tlu-  oppressed  of  all  nations — this  would  be  an  in- 
Jinitelu  rtrtat'-r  fril.  a  riir:-^  incomj-rrhennibly  jnore  vKieful  than  the  enxTavement  of 
the  tofiol'  Afriran  rarr  '  Siicli  ia  the  fustian  uttered  by  pot-house  politicians, 
native  and  naturalii*?.!.      I'robubly  not  a  few  who  stand  higher  in  intelligence,  if 
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When  it  is  said  that  the  Colonization  Society  was  established  from 
selfish  motives,  to  make  slave  property  more  secure  by  rid'ling  the 
country  of  freed  negroes,  and  people  of  color  generally,  it  is  not  meant 
that  every  person  who  took  part  in  the  formation  of  the  Society,  or  who 
has  contributed  to  its  funds  since,  was  actuated  by  sucii  a  motive. 
Doubtless  there  were,  and  have  been  since,  many  persons  who  favored  it, 
who  possessed  genuine,  though  it  may  be  mistaken  philanthropy.  But  it 
is  as  clear  as  the  sun  at  noonday,  that  the  originators  and  chief  supporters 
of  the  Society,  being  slaveholders,  aimed  to  protect  their  own  supposed 
interests,  as  the  primary  object.  Many  of  them  avowed  it.  The  idea  of 
benefiting  the  expatriated,  benefiting  Africa,  or  building  up  a  free  repub- 
hc  there,  was  not  contemplated,  except,  perhaps,  as  incidents. 

John  H.  B.  Latrobe,  E^q.,  who  succeeded  Hon.  Henry  Clay  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  American  Colonization  Society,  and  who  is  not  at  present,  we 
believe,  a  slaveholder,  stated  recently  at  a  Colonization  meeting  in  Boston, 
that  thirty-seven  years  ago,  when  "a  considerable  class  of  free  colored 
men  came  to  exist,"  the  question  arose  "  as  to  the  future  exigences  likely 
to  occur."  He  said,  "separation  was  foreseen  to  be  the  necessity  de- 
manded for  the  welfare  of  the  colored  men,"  and  he  might  have  added, 
especially  for  the  security  of  slave  property.  "  Out  of  this  conviction 
arose  the  meeting  which  was  held  (in  1816)  to  consult  abojit  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Colonization  Society.  The  emergency  has  greatly  increased 
since  that  time.  That  which  was  then  anticipated  as  a  moral  and  social 
interest  to  be  calmly  provided  for,  has  come  to  he  a  pressinf/,  political 
necessity  of  the  country.'''' 

This  supposed  necessity  occasions  the  coercive  policy  in  the  slave  States, 
and  the  Black  Laws  in  the  free  States.  It  occasions  the  various  hard- 
ships and  wrongs  inflicted  updti  the  people  of  color,  in  the  hope  that,  as 
a  choice  of  evils,  they  will  be  willing  to  leave  the, land  of  their  birth  for 
Africa.     Necessity — the  plea  of  tyrants ! 

ILLEGALITY  OF  SLAVERY. 

It  is  believed  that  an  increasing  class  of  Abolitionists,  including  some 
who  are  members  and  supporters  of  this  Society,  believe  in  the  illegality 
of  slavery.  There  are  also  respectable  lawyers  in  the  Whig  and  Demo- 
cratic parties,  in  no  way  identified  with  any  organized  anti-slavery  action, 
who  express,  in  social  conversation,  their  belief  in  the  soundness  of  those 
views.     The  question  is  admitted  to  be  a  momentous  one,  involving  the 

not  in  morals',  have  so  little  correct  apprehension  of  philanthropy  ami  Christi- 
anity, that  they  are  ready  to  uttoi-  similar  sentiments.  "Our  eouiitry,  right  or 
wrong,"  said  a  Cflebrated  naval  commander,  whose  love  of  country  and  of  self 
sprang  from  the  same  code.  "  Myself,  right  or  wrong,"  he  may  have  exclaimed 
before  he  frjl  on  what,  by  such  men,  is  called  "  the  field  of  honor." 
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gravest  consequences,  and  the  fact  of  its  discussion  belongs  to  the  history 
of  the  times.  It  seems  proper,  therefore,  to  state  briefly  some  of  the 
positions  of  those  who  hold  this  sentiment,  especially  as  they  complain  of 
being  extensively  misunderetood.  Their  argument  is,  in  substance,  as 
follows : 

Numberless  decisions  e^t«bli»th,  incontrovertiblj,  the  proposition  that  "Slavery 
cannot  exi^t  hut  by  »ancti<>n  of  potitive  law. 

It  is  a  fact,  (admitted  by  kading  Southern  men,  as  will  be  shown,  but  other- 
wise shown  by  a  reference  to  the  Constitutions  and  statutes  of  the  slave  States,) 
that  slavery  haa  kot  the  "Mnction  of  positive  lam." 

The  "  Illegality  of  Slavery"  follows. 

Slavery  has  received  abundant  "recognition"  and  "regulation"  as  an  existing 
fact,  that  is  all. 

The  Legislatures  of  the  slave  States  have  not  looked  behind  the  fact  Lord  Chief 
Justice  Mansfield,  in  the  Sorner»<'t  ease,  in  1772,  decided  that  slaves  could  not  be 
lawfully  holden  ia  ihe  British  domin-ons,  of  which  this  country  was  then  a  pari. 
If  the  Colonial  Legis!ature^  previous  to  this  decision,  had  enacted  statutes  by 
virtue  of  which  sl<tvery  Ijad  become  legalized,  it  ia  evident  that  this  decision  vir- 
tually abolished  it,  and  annulled  those  laws. 

Besides  this  if  the  Colonial  L-gislatures  had  enacted  slavery,  the  acts  would 
have  been  void,  because  in  dirrct  conflict  with  the  colonial  charters,  which 
restricted  them  to  the  enactment  of  laws  not  repugnant  to  the  "common  lav 
cf  England^  wli  ch  jidmits  of  no  slavery. 

Another  historical  fact  i^  addiu'cd  here.  During  the  debates  on  the  African 
slave-trade,  in  the  Biilish  Tarliainent,  William  Pitt  denied  th:it  the  African 
slave-trade  had  ever  been  legalized.  And  he  quoted  from -the  act  of  Gto.  II.,  so 
much  relied  upon  by  the  slave-dealers,  in  prouf  that  all  compulsory  transporta- 
tion of  negroes  from  Africa  had  hem,  under  pains  and  penalties,  prohibited. 
This  development  turned  the  scale  in  the  debate. 

So  then,  it  is  said,  slavery  was  illegal  in  this  country  during  its  colonial  con- 
dition, and  it  is  demanded: 

Has  slaveholdiiig  become  a  l<'gal  business  since? 

Did  the  Declaration  of  Indc])ciideiice  legalize  it? 

Did  the  Articles  of  Confedoriition  legalize  it? 

Did  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  legalise  it? 

It  is  not  claimed  by  any  one  that  either  of  those  instruments  legalized  the 
traffic  in  human  flcsh.     How,  then,  has  it  become  a  legalized  traffic? 

The  proposition  that  slavery  exists  in  the  Southern  Stat-es  without  the  "sanc- 
tion of  positive  law,"  it  is  claimed,  can  be  established  upon  the  testimony  of 
Senators  Mas  >n  and  Bayly,  of  Virginia. 

Pending  the  so-called  "Compromise  Measures,"  Mr.  Mason,  answering  certain 
object  ons  against  the  Fugitive  Slave  Bill,  said,  first,  (in  opposition  to  Mr.  Day- 
ton's amendment, 'by  which  it  was  proposed  to  grant  a  trial  by  jury  to  the 
fugitive,)  "A  trial  by  jury  necessaiily  carries  with  it  a  trial  of  the  whole  right, 
and  a  trial  of  the  rif)ht  to  service  will  be  gone  into,  according  to  all  the  forms  of 
the  court  in  determining  upon  any  other  fart." 

The  sequel  will  hhow  why  Mr.  Miison  shrank  from  so  just  an  inquiry.  "Then, 
again,"  B.iid  lie.  "it  is  proposed  as  a  part  of  the  proof  to  be  adduced  at  the 
bearing',  atier  the  fugitive  has  been  recaptured,  that  evidence  bliall  be  brought  by 
the  claimant  to  eho*  that  slavery  is  established  in  the  State  fiom  whicli  the 
fugitive  has  ah-,conde,l.  Now,  ihs  very  thinv',  in  a  recent  ca^e  in  the  oify  oi 
New-York,  wa-  r.<)uired  hy  one  of  the  judges  of  that  State,  which  case  attracted 
the  attention  of  th.-  authorities  of  ftlarJand,  and  as^ainst  wliiih  {.h*y  pr-tesled.' 
.  .  .  'In  thiit  c«-e  the  St  ite  judge  went  so  far  as  to  say  that  ihe  only  mode 
of  proving  it  v■a.^  hy  rrfurenc-  t  •  thr  statute  b'ok.  Such  proof  is  reqoiretl  in  the 
Senator's  amenJui^nt ;   and  if  he  means  by  this  that  pri^of  shall  be  brought  that 

11 
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slavery  is  estnbliihed  by  exi'ting  l/iui%  it  is  isfpo«3iBLE  to  comply  with  the  r^qrii- 
uitioQ,  for  no  tueh  law  can  be  produced,  I  appr-hend,  ia  any  <f  tite  nlave  i^taten. 
I  am  not  aware  that  there  is  a  single  Slate  iu  which  the  institution  13  e9tublishe<l 
by  pontiae  Inv)  f 

Again ;  Mr.  Bayly,  upon  returning  home  from  the  Consress  rendered  immor- 
tally infamous  by  the  passage  of  the  Fugitive  Slave  Bill,  in  an  address  to  his 
conitituetits,  holds  the  fallowing  conclusive  language  to  the  same  point:  "'We 
ail  know  that  slavery  was  introduced  into  the  British  Colonies  of  Amerif^a  in 
absence  of  a  statute,  and  s<)lely  under  the  protection  (?)  of  the  cnnrruyn  law!" 

Judge  Matthews,  of  Louisiana,  in  an  elaborate  judicial  opinion,  made  a  similar 
statement 

The  illegality  of  slavery  ia  also  held  and  maintained  by  many,  on  the  stiU 
higher  ground  that  slavery  is  incapable  of  being  legalized — on  the  principle  of 
the  common  law,  that  even  acts  of  i'arliament,  contrary  to  natural  jus:  ice,  are  not 
to  be  recognized  by  the  courts  as  law  Judge  McLean,  of  the  United  States  Su- 
preme Court,  saya,  "Statutes  agairmt  fundamental  iwirality  are  void."  Blackstone 
and  other  writers  on  the  Common  Law  are  copious  and  explicit  to  the  same 
point. 

Many  of  those  who  hold  the  illegality  of  slavery,  maintain  that  the  Federal 
Government  has  full  power  over  slavery  in  the  States.  Tliey  cite  Patrick  Henry 
as  having  said  so — no  one  controverting  his  position — in  the  Virginia  Convention 
for  adoptmg  the  Federal  Constitution. 

They  also  advert  to  the  amendment  of  the  Constitution  which  say?,  "  No  person 
shall  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or  property,  without  due  process  of  law" — that 
is,  judgment  rendered  in  court  And  they  remark,  that  an  amendment  (like  a 
coaicil  to  a  will)  overrules,  controls,  and  repeals  whatever  in  the  original 
document  was  inconsistent  with  it. 

They  appeal  to  the  objects  of  the  Constitution  as  set  forth  in  the  Preamble, 
■riz. :  "  to  fstablish  justice"  and  "secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and 
our  posterity. 

Tiiey  also  inquire  into  the  object  and  the  efficacy  of  the  following  provision  : 

"Tj&e  United  States  shall  guarantee  to  every  State  in  this  Union  t\  republican 
form  of  government."  ^ 

Jefferson  (who  calls  slaves  citizens)  says,  a  republican  government  is  one  that 
secures  to  "every  citizen  his  right  in  himtelf,  in  his  property,  and  in  their 
management" 

The  Committee  do  not  vouch  for  the  soundness  of  these  \'iew3.  They 
simply  record  the  fact,  that  thej  are  held  hy  a  portion  of  Abolitionists. 

.^^  THE  SLAVE-TRADE. ' 

Once  it  was  supposed  that  if  the  slave-trade  could  be  aholished,  slavery 
would  speedily  be  extinct.  Elizabeth  Heyrick,  of  England,  aided  by 
Andrew  Thompson,  of  Scotland,  di'^pelled  this  delusion  in  her  powerful 
pamphlet  on  Immediate  Emancipation,  which  attracted  the  attf?ntiun  and 
influenced  the  efforts  of  Wilberforce,  Claikson,  and  their  coadjutors.  It 
seemed  a  simple  proposition  that  while  the  market  existed  the  supplies 
would  come  of  course.  And  the  correlative  is  obvious  enough  :  <lestroy 
the  market,  and  the  supplies  will  cease.  Slavery  is  the  market,  and  the 
slave-trade  furnishes  the  supply.  We  have,  therefore,  expended  most  of 
our  labor  in  this  Report  upon  the  state  of  slavery  as  it  exists  in  this 
country,  but  deem  it  necessary,  as  an  adjunct  of  that  subject,  U)  present 
the  existing  state  of  the  slave-trade,  for  the  information  of  all  who  take  an 
interest  in  the  subject.  • 
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Because  the  tra^e  is  now  forbidden  by  the  laws  of  every  Christian  and 
most  of  the  Mohammedan  powers  of  Europe  and  Asia,*  it  is  quite  common 
to  Ree  it  stated  that  the  slave-trade  is  annihilated.  It  still  exists,  however, 
to  a  frigh  ful  extent,  and  will  while  slavery  exists.  A  letter-writer  in  the 
National  Era  of  Jane  17,  1852,  says: 

"Speaking  of  t^-mperance,  T  am  reminded  of  a  sentence  in  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  Americar  Temperance  Union,  just  puVilished,  as  follows:  'The  African 
Slave  TRADK,  which  was  destroyed  by  the  efforts  of  Wilberforce  and  Clarkson.' 
Is  the  respected  Secretury  ignorant  of  the  fact  that,  although  the  slave-trade 
has  been  annihilaU-d  as  it  respects  England  and  her  dependenciep,  it  prevail* 
extensively  under  the  flag  of  other  nations*  I  would  infirm  him  that  ilr.  Clay, 
in  a  speech  in  the  S^^nate,  said  that  'one  hundred  and  seventy-three  thousand 
slaves  had  been  imported  into  the  single  province  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  in  1846-'49  ;' 
and  he  '  presumed  that  as  large  a  number  had  been  imported  into  other  provinces 
of  the  Brazilian  Empire,  as  well  as  the  island  of  Cuba.'  American  vessels  and 
citizens  are  implicated  in  the  slave-trade,  and  yet  it  is  costomary  for  our  writers 
to  sav  the  trad':'  is  abolished.  Even  Mrs.  Stowe,  in  the  preface  to  her  admirable 
fiction  founded  upon  facts,  exclaims:  'Thanks  be  to  God,  the  world  ha*  at  last 
outlived  tlie  slave-trade  1'  Would  it  were  so;  and  would  there  were  no  Ameri- 
can slave-trade !" 

The  slave-trade  has  been  prosecuted  the  past  year  with  unwonted  vigor. 
Our  own  country  is  far  from  being  free  from  paiticipating  in  the  horrid 
traffic.  Notwithstanding  the  foreign  slave-trade  is  deemed  piracy  on  our 
statute  books,  and  is  therefore  a  fit  subject  for  denunciation  by  our  Fourth 
of  July  orators,  and  declaimers  on  the  floor  of  Congress,  South  as  well 
as  North,  yet  so  long  as  an  inter-State  slave-trade  prevails  in  this  country, 
equally  shocking  and  piratical  in  a  moral  point  of  view,  the  foreign 
slave-trade  will  never  be  so  odious  as  it  is  in  countries  where  the  practice 
as  well  as  the  theory  is  wholly  on  the  side  of  freedom.  The  New-York 
Times  not  long  since  called  the  attention  of  its  readers  to  the  slave-trade 
existing  in  this  port,  exhorting  the  proper  authorities  to  use  great  vigilance 
relative  to  vessels  clearingr  for  Cuba,  and  said : 

"We  learn  from  a  creditable  source  that  <Aretf  Portuguese  capta'ns  and  one 
Catalan  merchant  arrived  from  Cuba  by  the  'Cherokee'  and  'Black  Warrior' 
steamers,  and  are  now  in  th's  city  making  arrangements  for  dispatching  vessels 
to  the  coast  of  Africa  to  engage  in  the  slave-trade  between  that  coast  and  Cuba. 
They  have  already  contracted  for  three  clippers  to  be  built  at  Baltimore,  and 
are  making  other  preparations  in  this  city. 

"It  is  known  that  there  are  in  th  s  city  several  mercantile  houses  extensively 
engatred  in  the  slave-trade,  and  thai  half  a  dozen  vessels  have  recently  lelt  this 
and  other  American  ports  for  tlie  African  coast  These  ves-els  clear  for  some 
Cuban  port,  where  thev  never  arrive;  and  being  provided  with  false  papers,  and 
sailing  under  the  Ameiiean  flag,  they  succeed  in  reaching  the  coast,  obtaining 
cargoes  of  slaves,  and  landing  them  in  Cuba,  with  the  connivance  and  complicity 
of  ilie  S[>arii.-jh  authorities.  Our  correspondence  fi  om  Havana  has  contained 
imjKJitant  statements  on  this  subject  from  time  to  time." 

The  attention  of  the  proper  officers  has  been  called  before  to  suspi- 
cious vessels  filling  out  iu  this  port,  as  there  was  good  rea«on  lo  l>elieve, 

•  E.  Everett's  Address  before  Amer  Col.  8oc,  Jan.  18,  1863. 
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for  the  coast  of  Africa  on  slave-voyages ;  but  it  is  very  difficult,  owing  to 
our  laws,  or  the  interpretation  of  them  by  the  United  States  Courts,  to 
procure  the  conviction  of  any  of  the  parties  implicated.  Proof  is  required 
that  a  vessel  shall  not  only  be  fitted  out  with  water-tanks,  such  :is  are 
never  used  except  on  board  slave-ships,  lumber  for  false  decks,  handcuffs 
in  great  abundance,  etc.,  but  that  the  vessel  has,  in  some  way,  actually 
commenced  the  illegal  traffic.  One  suspicious  vessel  was  informed  against 
throucrh  the  agency  of  a  member  of  this  Committee,  and  sufficient  proof 
offered,  but  the  competent  authority  was  so  dilatory  that  the  vessel  went 
to  sea,  and  in  a  few  months  intelligence  was  received  that  it  had  conveyed 
a  carsfo  of  slaves  from  Africa  to  Cuba. 

Within  a  few  months   the  schooner  Rachel  P.  Brown  entered  Port 
Prava    under  suspicious    circumstances,  in  view  of  the  officers  of  the 
U.  S.  ship    Germantown,   then    lying   in   that   port     The    Portuguese 
authorities  requested  CapL  Nicholas  to  examine  into  the   matter.     A 
commission  was  sent  on  board,  consisting  of  officers  of  the  U.  S.  Xavy. 
Thev  learned  from  the  mate  that  the  supposed  slaver  sailed  friMU  New- 
York  in  December  last ;  that  there  were  five  passengers  on  board,  three 
Spaniards, one  Portuguese, and  a  negro;  that  the  passengers  and  captain 
had  frequent  conversations  in  the  Spanish  language,  and  that  the  passen- 
gers exercised  considerable  intluence  over  the  captain,  giving  him  direc- 
tions about  the  working  of  the  vessel,  etc.;  that  one  of  the  passengers 
was  heard  to  caution  the  captain  about  speaking  in  presence  of  the  crew; 
and  that  the  mate  was  never  consulted  about  the  working  of  the  vessel. 
And  they  found  on  board  a  large  quantity  of  rice  and  other\provisions ; 
planks  and  scantling  sufficient  to  make  a  slave-deck ;  bricks  and  lime 
sufficient  for  a  furnace,  such  as  are  generally  used  by  slavers ;  two  gal- 
leys, a  large  quantity  of  pgwder,  fire-arras,  etc.;  rum,  empty  demijohns, 
bucket*,  eU- ;  a  portion  of  an  American  naval  officer's  uniform  ;  bunting 
sufficient  and  suitable  for  a  Spanish  flag;  a  large  amount  of  money,  and 
the  papers  of  the  vessel.     From  the  register  of  the  vessel  it  appeared 
that  she  had  been   mortgaged  to  one  Don  Jose  Percenas,  or  Perez,  who 
proved  to  be  one  of  the  passengers,  and  a  consignee  of  part  of  the  cargo. 
Bvcon-ent  of  the  Portuguese  authorities,  the  schooner  was  brought  to 
Norfolk,  V'a.     A  Commissioner  of  the  United  States  instituted  an  exami- 
nation, and  the  proof  of  piracy  was  deemed  sufficient  to  hold  the  guilty 
party  for  trial  :  but  they  escaped  conviction,  as  is  usually  the  c:ise  io 
Southern  ports,  into  which  our  naval  officers  generally  take  vessels  under 
such  circumstances.     When  will  it  be  demonstrated  to  the  world  that  our 
Government,  our  naval  officers,  and  our  Federal  Courts  are  sincerely  de- 
sirous of  breaking  up  the  African  slave- trade,  so  fnr  as  American  citizens 
or  American  vessels  are  concerned  in  it;  and  that  our  laws  against  the 
forei'^n  slave  trade  mean  something  more  than  a  deference  to  the  opinion 
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of  the  world,  and  granting  a  noonopoly  of  the  nefarious  traffic  to  those 
interested  in  the  inter  State  elave  trade  of  this  country  ? 

A  correspondent  of  the  New-York  Times,  in  writing  from  Havana, 
gives  ihe  following  particulars: 

"  In  November  last,  Dot.  Joee  Perez  left,  for  Baltimore  to  take  charge  of  a 
ship  built  in  that  city  for  »  *'ompany  of  coast-tradeiB  recently  or^anizcl,  to  pro- 
ceed directly  from  thence  »/>  the  coast — ihe  Lady  Suffolk,  a  full  rigged  ship  of 
620  ti>ns  burden,  built  and  Uuiiched  in  Baltimore  by  Adams,  Gray  <L  Co.  This 
vess-l  left  New- York  Ncvtutx-r  3d,  arrived  at  Mariel  on  tlu-  ]5tli.  esiik-d  thence 
for  Bahia  Honda  on  the  l*»Ui,  where  two  schooners  arrived  from  Havana,  bring- 
ing her  slavery  equipment/'-  Same  evening  she  received  from  Lavana  her  crew, 
coneistiiig  of  seventy  men,  with  guns,  etc.  Ihe  American  crew  were  sliipped  at 
New-Yoik  for  Havana  and  to  return.  The  steamer  Serena  towed  the  Lady  Suf- 
folk thii  ty  miles  to  sea  It  is  believed  here  that  the  Queen-Mother  is  the  largest 
etockb'.ldtr  of  the  enterprise.  Capt.  Gray,  who  navigated  the  ship  fi om  the 
United  States,  delivered  his  register  to  the  American  Consul  All  the  circum- 
clanccs  were  comtnunieated  to  the  Captain-General  of  Cuba  by  the  proper  Eng- 
lish officers.  The  Lady  Suffolk  is  to  bring  a  return  cargo  of  1,200  negroes.  The 
fact^,  when  made  known  in  Havana,  are  said  to  liave  caused  a  good  deal  of 
excitement  among  the  English  residents,  and  Captain  Gray  and  others  were 
arrested  on  their  return  from  the  '  Lady  Suffolk.'  Th^y  have  since,  however, 
been  liberated,  and  that,  probahly,  will  be  the  end  of  the  matter,  unless  the 
ve^8el  should  be  captured.  It  is  notorious  that  the  foreign  slave-trade  is,  for  the 
most  jiart,  carried  on  in  American  bottoms;  but  there  are  no  laws  to  meet  such 
cases  as  this,  nor  any  will  in  our  Government  to  enact  them." 

In  March  last,  Senator  Seward  offered  a  resolution  in  the  Senate,  calling 
for  dispatches  received  from  our  Minister  at  Brazil,  Mr.  Schenck,  relative 
to  the  African  slave-trade.  Mr.  Schenck,  like  his  predecessor,  Mr.  Tod, 
has  devoted  himself  to  the  noble  work  of  suppressing  the  trade ;  and  we 
wish  it  were  in  our  power  to  say  that  he  had  been  seconded  by  the 
Government  of  his  country.     A  Washington  letter-writer  slates  :* 

"Mr.  Schenck's  friends  say  he  has  sent  nearly  thirty  dispatches  to  the  State 
Department,  v\  ithoiit  receiving  an  answer  to  one  of  them.  The  following  is  the 
substance  of  his  story:  In  the  year  1851,  the  African  slave-trade  with  Brazil 
became  quite  e.xtinct,  chiefly  through  the  vigilance  of  the  Britii-h  cruisers  and 
the  Brazil  an  Government.  In  the  spring  of  1852,  Mr.  Schenck  addressed  an 
earnest;  dispatch  t-o  the  Department,  representing  the  evident  indications  of  the 
revual  of  the  traffic.  The  difficulties  vvhich  were  placed  in  tlie  way  of  the  im- 
portat'on  of  slaves  had  doubled  their  value  in  the  market  Tlie  panic  among 
the  traders  had  subsided,  and  they  were  evidently  preparing  to  resume  their 
slave-liufiting  voyages.  Mr.  Schenck  added,  that  under  the  existing  state  of 
things,  no  flag  was  so  likely  to  be  prostituted  to  the  protection  of  slavers  as  our 
own  ;  because  the  traffickers  in  human  flesli  knew  that  it  gave  them  immunity 
from  search  on  the  high  seas  by  any  except  our  own  naval  police;  and  we  have 
no  war-vessels,  or  preventive  tervicc,  on  the  African  coast,  that  are  suitable  for 
the  purpose.  Still  less  have  we  an  available  guard  against  the  approach  of 
slavers  to  the  Brazilian  coast,  where  tliey  find  a  market 

"The  American  squadron  at  Brazil  consisted  of  the  frigate  Congres''  and  the 
«loop-of-war  Jamestown,  both  too  lar^e  and  of  too  deep  drausrht  to  follow  the 
elavers  fearlessly  elose  inshore,  or  to  lun  Vjchind  the  ishmds  and  into  tlie  creeks, 
eoves  and  inlets,  where  the  slavers  take  in  their  st'>res,  land  cargo,  s.  or  avoid 
pursuits.  For  a  long  time,  during  the  disturbances  in  La  Flata,  the  river  squadron 
there  and  the  American  slavers  had  a  perfectly  free  run.     The  British  squadron 


*  New-York  Times,  March,  1853. 
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ti 
have  small  and  swift  steamers  for  this  service,  one  of  which,  with  a  «ii)t^lc  pivot 
Kun,  la  worth  whole  fleets  of  large  ships  and  batteries  of  the  heaviest  uiftal. 
Such  a  vesael  has  been  asked  for  repeatedly  by  our  Ministei-s,  but  in  vnin.  Mr. 
Schenok  repeats  the  request  earnestly.  Tlie  tlave-tradeis  understand  the  powi-r- 
lesHDesH  of  our  preventive  force,  and  therefore  sail  under  our  flag. 

"Two  fast-sailing  American  vessels,  the  Canmrgo  and  ilary  Adeline,  were  fitted 
out  pome  time  ago  at  Brazil,  and  sailed  for  Africa.  The  American  Minister  and 
Conaui  were  well  satisfied  of  their  object,  but  could  get  no  proof  sufficient  to 
detain  them.  Had  one  man-of-war  been  present,  they  would  have  been  over- 
hauled and  searched;  but  even  then  they  would  probably  not  have  obtained 
proof  sufficient  to  condemn  the  vessel  under  the  pie.^ent  laws.  The  investigations 
concerning  these  vessels  disclosed  circiimstances  sufficiently  suspicious  to  result 
in  I  he  arre?(t,  under  the  Brazilian  law,  of  Brazilian  citizens,  whose  njimes  in  the 
charter  indicated  that  they  were  a  i^arty,  but  our  laws  were  powerless. 

"Mr.  Sehenck  recommends  the  following  remedies: 

"1st  Prohibition  by  law  of  all  direct  trade  in  vessels  of  the  United  States 
between  Brazil  and  the  African  coast.  This  would  be  a  strong  measure,  but 
would  not  affect  honest  traders,  as  there  is  no  direct  trade  between  these  points, 
not  directly  nor  indirectly  connected  with  the  slave-trade.  Even  if  there  were 
a  little  disadvantage  to  commerce,  it  would  be  insignificant,  compared  with  the 
great  good  which  would  be  accomplished.  Uorses  and  cattle  have  been  impoi-ted 
lately  fiom  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  Rio  Janeiro,  and  the  slave-traders,  under 
the  pretext  of  intending  to  take  a  cargo  of  brutes,  provide  large  stores  of  water 
and  otlier  supjilies  for  human  freights.  They  ship  a  few  horses,  perhaps,  and 
clear  at  the  Cape  for  Brazil.  After  getting  safely  out,  they  tumble  overboard 
the  less  valuable  animals,  and  proceed  to  convenient  points  to  procure  bipeds, 
and  then  return  direct  to  the  Brazilian  market.  The  prohibition  of  direct  trade 
would  prevent  these  evasions. 

"2d.  If  this  is  objecte<i  to,  Mr.  Schenck  suggests  that  we  might  then  accom- 
plish something  by  prohibiting  the  exportation  from  Braz  1,  in  Americnn  bottoms, 
of  articles  suited  only  or  principally  for  the  slave-trade,  such  as  scarlet  cloths, 
cannon  guns,  gunpow<ler,  rude  musical  instruments  and  gew-gaws. 

"3d.  To  prohibit  the  granting  of  Consular  sea-letters  to  American  vessels  sold 
on  the  coast  of  Brazil  or  Africa,  for  any  purpose  except  making  a  direct  voyage 
homeward.  This  would  prevent  sh;mi  transfers  of  vesseU  to  evade  th*;  laws  and 
get  them  in  the  slave-trade  under  the  American  flag.  / 

"4th.  If  none  of  the^e  measures  should  be  adopted,  Mr.  Schenck  urges  an 
immediate  rooruanization  of  the  preventive  force,  and  makes  an  eloquent  !i|  peal 
for  the  vindication  of  the  national  honor,  and  the  fulfilment  of  our  duty  to  God 
and  humanity,  which  should  no  longer  be  oufj-o^ed." 

We  take  the  fuUowing  from  a  Washington  paper:* 

T(iE  Slave-trade  in  Bractl— Tt  appears  that  the  Brazilian  slave-trade  has 
become  nearly  extinct  This  is  mainly  due  to  the  measuies  of  the  Brazilian 
Government  itself,  which,  of  late,  has  become  sincerely  and  resolutely  in  earmst 
to  suppress  the  trnthc.  The  importalion  of  slaves  into  Brazil,  in  1848,  amounted 
to  6(>,00(\  and  in  1851  to  only  3,'286,  of  which  1,096  were  captured  by  Brazilian 
cruifCts,  and  declared  free.  Ihiring  the  pa.styear,  one  vessel,  and  only  one,  it  is 
said,  is  known  to  have  landed  a  cargo  of  slaves  on  the  coast  of  Brazil;  and  this 
occurred  last  June.  The  Brazilian  Government  deals  very  summarily  with  the 
slave-traders.  Any  person  found  concerned  in  the  trafiic,  no  matter  what  his 
rank  or  condition  may  be,  is  imprisoned  or  banished  without  ceremony. 

A  great  deal  is  said  about  the  extinction  of  the  slave-trade  on  the  coast 
of  Africa,  but  it  is  notoriously  true  that  it  is  still  prosecuted  with  great 
vigor.  The  following  from  an  Eugh'sb  paper  will  give  some  evidence 
of  it: 


•  National  Era,  March  31,  1853. 


ANNUAL    REPORT.  167 

"Two  Bteameni  with  1,000  slaves  latelj'  got  awaj  from  the  Gnllinas.  A  larpe 
armed  slaver,  witli  ten  guns  and  S|ianish  colors,  is  reported  to  ho  eriii-ing  off  the 
Gallinas.  H.  M.  •brig  Crane,  Lieutenant  Bonbani,  had  Itft  Sierra  Leone  in  pur- 
suit, and  returned  ou  the  lllh  July.  On  the  same  day,  H.  M.  steamer  Pluto  left 
for  St  VincentH,  Cape  Verde,  to  convey  the  English  mails  of  the  15th  July  to 
Sierra  Leone.  When  cruising  off  Sherbro.  a  boat  was  seen  in  the  river,  j)ainted 
like  and  supf>oB'd  to  belong  to  one  of  our  men-of-war;  she  however  turned  out 
to  belong  to  a  nlave-vessel  which  passed  the  Crane  at  night,  with  4<i0  slaves,  and 
got  clear.  TIk-  Governor  of  Sierra  Leone  had  received  information  of  1.000 
filaves  being  rr-ady  for  embarkation  within  ten  milei?  of  Mrs.  Lightbonriie's  fac- 
tory, in  the  Kio  Pongos,  with  every  preparation  made  for  resistance  until  the 
'stock'  leave  tJx-  barracoons." 

Rev.  J.  Cutler  Tefft,  of  the  Araerican  Missionary  Association,  writes 
from  the  Mt-ndi  Mi'^ioa  House,  West  Africa,  October,  1852,*  and  gives 
interesting  facts  in  relation  to  the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade  by  the 
late  Rev.  William  Raymond,  of  the  same  mission,  by  the  influence  of  the 
goiipel,  in  til'!  interior  of  the  country  and  on  that  part  of  the  coast 
connected  with  the  events  of  which  he  speaks.  The  mission  was  located 
in  the  mid>t  of  one  of  the  worst  slave  regions  north  of  the  Biglit  of 
Benin,  in  the  Sherbro  country,  but  the  slave-trade  has  totally  disappeared 
in  that  region  before  the  light  and  power  of  the  gospel,  faithfully  [.reached 
by  men  of  blameless  and  consistent  lives.  Rev.  G.  Thompon,  of  the 
same  mission,  writes,  under  date  of  February  15,  1853,  and  in  speaking 
of  other  pirts  of  the  coast,  says:  "The  slave-trade  is  not  dead,  though 
the  English  cruisers  harass  the  traders  very  much,  and  take  many  vessels. 
As  to  our  cruisers  from  the  United  States,  I  think  they  are  a  mere  dead 
expense.  They  neither  try  nor  care  to  put  down  the  slave-trade ;  and 
it  would  Ite  far  better  for  the  cause,  if  every  one  of  them  was  called 
Lome,  and  kept  there." 

"A  new  plan  has  been  suggested  for  carrying  on  the  slave  trade  or  sDmething 
equivalent  to  it  Messrs.  Hyde,  Hodge  &  Co.,  of  London,  it  ajij'ears,  have 
contracted  with  H.  M.  Government  to  Jurnisli  laborers  from  tiie  Alncan  coast 
for  the  \Ve^t  Indies.  Soiue  of  the  ships  of  these  contractors  have  gone  to  the 
coast  of  Liberia,  and  offered  an  advance  of  ten  dollars  for  every  native  who 
might  be  induced  to  emigrate  to  the  West  Indies. 

"The  exiiuciion  of  the  slave-trade  had  left  in  the  poseessiob  of  some  of  the 
chiefs  who  liave  been  accustt>nied  to  engage  in  the  traffic,  large  numbers  of 
predial  and  other  laborers;  and  it  is  said  iliat  certain  of  the  more  refniciory  of 
these  chiefs  have  been  induced,  by  the  offer  of  this  premium  of  ten  dollars — 
which,  by  the  way,  is  just  about  the  amount  formerly  paid  for  slaves,  during 
the  prevalence  of  llie  trade — to  supjily  the  British  contractors  with  the  desired 
'emigrants.'  It  appears,  however,  that  they  'emigrate'  as  much  against  their 
own  cons^ent  as  if  tliey  were  victims  of  an  uotensible  slave-trade. 

"  Jn  order  to  prevent  the  abuses  and  evils  of  this  philanthi'opic  enterprise.  Pre- 
sident Roberts  has  issued  a  proelamation  which  we  find  in  the  Liberia  Herald, 
enjoining  a  strict  observance  of  the  law  regulating  passports,  and  requiring, 
under  a  iiea\j-  jienalty,  that  every  emigrant  vessel,  before  leaving  the  coaft, 
ehall  go  to  Muiirovia  and  obtain  passports  for  the  emigrants,  in  order  ihat  it  may 
be  a8certaine<l  whether  the}-  be  free  or  constrained." 

We  earnestly  hope  that  the  system  of  commercial  emigration,  whether 
*  National  Era,  April  19,  1853. 
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of  Coolies,  Indians*  or  Africans,  to  any  of  the  Britii^h  colonies,  will  h<j 
frowned  upon  bj  the  British  Government.  It  is  a  subject  fit  to  en^^nfe 
the  watchful  attention  of  philanthropists  in  every  country,  being  nothing 
less  than  forced  emigration,  or  a  quasi  slave-trade. 

The  attention  of  the  civilized  world  is  now  drawn  to  the  increased 
slave-trade  carried  on  at  Cuba.  We  have  room  for  only  one  of  the  ca^ca 
that  are  frequently  occurring.  The  correspondent  of  the  New-York 
Daily  Times,  writing  from  Matanzas,  April  2,  1853,  says: 

"Don  Antonio  Cnpo  landed  1200  neer^es  at  Guazima,  as  I  iDformed  you. 
About  200  were  killed  in  the  course  of  the  voyaee,  in  consequence  of  three 
several  attempts  to  release  themselves.  Tiiking  with  him  the  Belgian  and  Ame- 
rican Consuls,  the  British  Consul  demande<l  an  interview  with  the  Captain- 
General  Canedo,  who  affected  surprise,  and  at  length  ordered  an  exnmiiintion  of 
the  case.  Several  persons  were  arrt-sted  and  held  to  bail,  notwithstanding  the 
law  prohibits  bail  in  criminal  cases.  It  was  ascertained  the  negroes  had  been 
invited  on  board  to  a  feast,  and  drugged  with  rum,  when  the  vessel  made  all 
sail,  and  tlie  unfortunate  Africans  found  themselvfs  in  the  pow^r  of  the  kid- 
napping ruffians.  The  Government  inquiry  ended  in  fraud  and  corruption.  The 
defetidanta  delivered  300  of  the  negroes  to  the  G<ivernment,  and  the  bribe  was 
irresistible.  The  parties  to  the  infamous  transaction  walk  the  streets  in  evident 
impunity.  The  whole  force  of  Spani.-h  craft  and  intr^nuity  is  engaged  in  practi- 
cally annulling  the  treaties,  and  violating  national  fd.th." 

The  Government  of  Brazil  ordered  the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade, 
on  the  resolute  and  determined  remonstrance  of  the  British  Government. 
The  slave-traders  in  Brazil  were  alarmed.  Instead  of  desiring,  they  refused 
further  consignments;  instead  of  slaves,  they  asked  for  palm-oil,  ground- 
nuts, and  other  articles  of  lawful  commerce.  "If  you  are  my  friend," 
wrote  one,  "you  will  not  consign  any  more  slaves  to  me,  for  I  will  not 
have  them  on  any  account"  This  shows  the  power  of  a  Government  to 
suppress  the  slave-trade  when  once  resolved  to  do  it.  And  if  this\power 
has  proved  so  efficacious  along  4000  miles  of  Brazilian  coast,  how 'much 
lighter  would  be  the  task  of  the  Spanish  (?overnment  in  Cuba  I  There 
is  ample  evidence  in  Cuba  that  an  upright  Ciiptain-General  can  be 
equally  successful.  No  one  ever  accused  General  Valdez,  the  friend  of 
E^patero  and  appointed  by  him,  of  having  his  hands  soiled  by  bribes. 
And  during  the  government  of  General  Concha,  the  slave-trade  in  Cuba 
was  nearly  suppre;-sed ;  but  he  was  recalled,  and  under  his  successor  the 
slave-trade  revived. 

•  An  Havana  correspondent  of  the  Newark  Dailu  Advertiser  has  the  following, 
under  date  of  the  14th  December,  1863:  "There  is  a  wicked  commerce  just  be- 
ginning with  Yucatan.  Young  boysare  imported  and  hired  out  as  slaves  for  a 
terra  of  years,  their  owners  be  ng  allowed  to  whip  them  in  the  snme  manner  as 
negroes.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  Consuls  of  other  nations  should  prevent  this 
Indian  slavery,  and  our  Government  ought  to  insist  upon  the  authorities  of 
Yucatan  the  discontinuance  of  such  an  arrangement  as  now  exists  between  this 
island  and  their  country.  Indians,  no  doubt,  are  troublesome  in  Yucatan,  but 
selling  them  into  slavery  is  a  very  wicked  way  of  getting  rid  of  them." 
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The  British  Government  has,  through  its  Minister  at  Madrid,  urgently 
remonstrated, ^and  referred  the  Spanish  Government  to  what  was  effected 
at  Brazil  through  its  agency.  The  London  Morning  Chronicle,  a  few 
months  since,  announced,  -; , 

"That,  through  the  exertions  of  Lord  Howden,  the  Spanish  Govomment  had 
agreed  to  give  complete  liberty,  before  the  end  of  the  year,  to  tliat  class  of 
negroes  called  einancipados*  after  the  completion  of  their  five  \  ea^^'  connignacion, 
or  apprenticeship.  Those  Emancipad 'S  who,  at  the  end  of  1853  shHli  not  have 
finislu'<i  the  r  term  of  servitude,  sliall  be  manumitted  according  as  their  several 
probationnry  periods  expire.  This  measure  has  been  occupying  the  BiiUsh  Le- 
gation at  Madrid,  one  way  or  other,  for  ihe  past  thirty  years." 

The  British  Government,  it  has  long  since  been  surmised,  has  been 
remiss  in  requiring  of  the  Spani.sh  Government  a  fulfilment  of  the  treaty 
of  1817,  on  account  of  commerrial  reasons.  Whether  this  be  so  or  not, 
that  ancient  and  powerful  Government  stands  before  the  world  at  the 
present  time  as  a  power  unwilling  or  unable  to  enforce  its  treaty  with 
Spain.  England  sends  out  cruisers,  ambassadors,  judges  of  mixed  court?, 
consuls ;  carries  on  able  diplomatic  correspon-lence,  incurs  enormous 
expenses^  professes  to  be  anxious  to  put  an  end  to  the  slave-trade;  and 
yet  the  imbecile  Government  of  Spain — nay,  the  Captain  General  of 
Cuba — sets  that  proud  and  gallant  nation  at  defiance,  wheedles  and 
coaxes  her  agent*,  and  promises  to  execute  the  treatv,  but  meantime 
openly  and  shamelessly,  with  the  British  lion  at  her  gates,  introduces 
into  Cul>a  thousands  of  Africans  every  year,  in  violation  of  her  plighted 
faith,  and  in  contempt  of  the  British  nation.  How  long  will  the  people 
of  England  permit  their  Government  to  be  thus  supine,  and  their  own 
honor  thus  tarnished  ? 

*  Persons  emancipated,  or  of  right  free.  DiflFerent  class**  <  f  negroc-*  in  Cuba 
are  designated  by  the  terms,  Bozals,  Ladinos,  and  Emancipadoa.  'Ihe  following 
definitions  are  furnished  us  by  a  learned  gentleman,  familiar  wiih  the  Spanish 
language : 

"  Bozal  is  not  a  Spanish  word.  It  is  probably  an  African  term,  and  means  an 
African  born.  Ladinos  is  a  Spanish  word,  and  means,  in  itn  original  sense,  a 
person  w1h>  speaks  llie  Spanish  language.  By  accommodation  it  r/uans  a  negro 
who  ha?  been  a  l>>ng  time  in  Cuba  Emancipadoi  mean*  a  pmum  nnnnripated 
or  of  right  free.  The  distinction  between  Bozal  and  Emancipu'ios  is  this:  Bozal 
means  an  Afi-ican,  wlie'her  bond  or  free,  and  Emancipadrm  an  African  or  Cuban 
negro  not  in  a  state  of  slavery.  If  a  Bozal  has  proved  thai  he  Iihs  been  intro- 
duced into  the  island,  contrary  to  the  treaty — if  an  African  recently  imported 
has  been  apprenticed  for  a  term  of  years,  he  is  an  Emancipad-'s." 

The  term  Einancipados.  then,  embraces  all  negroe<>  ititrodiiced  from  Africa 
since  ]82n,  who  are  legiillv  free  by  the  treaty  of  1817  negotiat.d  by  Lord 
Cowley,  as  well  as  all  wlio  have  been  seized  in  tranintu  from  Africa  by  Biitish 
and  S|>Hiii-h  cruisers,  since  the  anti-slavery  tr.'aty  of  lf<17;  and  of  conr.-e  their 
natural  increase  is,  upon  everv  principle  of  civil  and  intcrnationnl  law,  entitled 
to  frt-eduii).  In  June,  1844,  the  Einancipad'Ht  w«-r«;  calcnlatcd  to  nun  ber  from 
16,00ij  to  2jj,000.  It  is  believed  that  upwardb  of  two  ut:.MJK£X>  thousaad  of  the 
slaves  of  Cuba  are,  by  treaty,  free. 
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WORKDfGS  OF  EMANCIPATION. 


The  friends  of  emancipation  in  the  United  States  have  beeT  di>ap- 
pointed  in  some  respects  at  the  results  in  the  West  Indies,  because  they 
expected  too  much.  A  nation  of  slaves  cannot  at  once  be  converted  into 
a  nation  of  intelligent,  industrious,  and  moral  freemen.  If,  when  eman- 
cipation took  place,  British  philanthropists,  with  the  cooperation  of  the 
British  Government,  had  deputed  suitable  agents  to  introduce  an  eco- 
nomical system  of  agriculture,  with  the  necessary  helps;  if  schools  had 
been  every  where  established ;  if  the  newly-created  freemen  had  been 
aided  in  their  etiorts  in  other  respects  to  sustain  themselves ;  if  the  white 
inhabitants  had  cordially  cooperated  in  advancing  the  interests  of  the 
colored  population  :  if  the  sugar  act  had  been  framed  so  as  to  protect 
the  free  sugar  of  the  colonies ;  if  the  owners  of  the  soil  had  divided 
their  property  into  small  farms,  and  let  the  land  on  fair  terms  to  the 
new  free  laborers;  if  adequate  wages  had  been  secured  to  laborers;  if 
the  governments  of  the  islands  had  been  supported  on  principles  of 
economy  ;  if  the  authorities  and  the  ministers  of  religion,  and  the  influ- 
ential part  of  the  white  population  had  set  an  example  of  simplicity, 
temperance,  and  industry,  the  blessings  of  emancipation  would  be  more 
apparent,  and  the  enemies  of  freedom  have  had  less  cause  to  exult  in 
what  they  have  falsely  called  the  failure  of  West  India  emancipation. 

EIman'cipatio.v  has  bees  a  blessing,  nevertheless,  not  only  to  the 
emancipated,  but  to  the  proprietors,  the  inhabitants,  and  the  world. 
The  fact  that  about  three  times  as  much  of  the  exports  of  this  country 
are  consumed  in  the  West  Indies  now,  as  were  consumed  in  the  days  of 
slavery,  is  one  that  speaks  loudly  and  unequivocally  in  favor  of  emanci- 
pation, especially  to  commercial  men.  In  the  National  Era  of  November 
11th,  1852,  the  testimony  of  distinguished  residents  in  Jamaic^  was 
adduced  to  account  for  the  distress  that^iias  pre /ailed  on  that  island,  and 
in  proof  of  the  blessings  of  emancipation.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind 
that  previous  to  emancipation  the  British  Islands  were  on  the  brink  of 
min.  The  original  dijease  was  slavery,  and  its  virus  will  be  felt  for  a 
generation  or  two.  The  Emancipation  Act  saved  the  islands  from  bank- 
ruptcy and  ruin  ;  and  we  doubt  not,  when  the  proprietors  and  emancipated 
come  to  a  true  understanding  of  their  reciprocal  relations — especially 
when  an  economical  government,  education,  and  Christianity  are  properly 
introduced,  these  islands  of  the  sea  will  blossom  as  the  rose. 

The  Governor  of  British  Gl'IAna,  in  his  speech  on  the  opening  of  the 
Combined  Court,  stated  that  "  the  progress  of  the  colony  in  every  way 
has  been  satisfactory  since  the  last  meeting  of  the  Court,"  The  export 
of  sugar  during  the  last  year  nearly  reached  56,000  hogsheads,  showing 
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an  aggregate  increase  in  the  course  of  the  last  two  years  of  about  fifty 
per  cent,  over  the  crops  of  1849  and  1850.  Even  this  fact  is  a  less  grati- 
fying sign  of  improvement  than  the  continued  diminution  of  crime,  and 
the  orderly  conduct  and  increased  industry  of  the  laboring  class  generally. 

JAMAICA 

An  angry  strife  has  existed  some  time  between  the  Legi>lature  and 
the  Gorernor-General  of  Jamaica,  on  account  of  difference  in  opinion 
respecting  the  best  policy  to  be  pursued,  and  meantime  the  agricultural 
and  commercial  welfare  of  the  island  materially  suffers.  Iristead  of 
joinllv  putting  their  shoulder  to  the  wheel,  and  urging  on  tlie  "car  of 
emancij>aliun,"  they  appear  to  be  paralyzing  the  resources  of  that  once 
flourishing  island,  and  still  flourishing  island  in  many  respects.  It  has 
sometimes  sef-med  as  if,  in  the  course  that  has  been  taken  by  the  Home 
Government,  the  Governor-General,  who  receives  bis  app<jintment  from 
the  crown,*  tlie  local  Legislature,  and  the  proprietors,  there  was  a  con- 
spiracy to  render  abortive  the  blessings  of  emancipation,  and  the  welfare 
of  all  concerned  in  the  prosperity  of  the  island.  That  affairs  are  so  pros- 
perous as  they  are,  in  such  a  state  of  things,  shows  the  natural  resources 
of  the  i-hiud,  and  the  comparative  prosperity  of  the  working  part  of  the 
inhabitants.  The  golden  days  of  Jamaica  will  return,  its  intelligent 
people  sav,  when  proprietors  make  the  island  their  home,  when  they 
apply  themselves  to  useful  industry,  when  they  pay  fair  wages  of  labor, 
when  temperance  becomes  the  order  of  the  day,  when  the  (iovornment  is 
administered  on  economical  principles,  when  the  capabilities  of  the  i>land 
are  developed,  when  education,  morality  and  Christianity  are  honored 
and  observed,  and  when  the  motto  of  all  in  posts  of  influence  and  power 

is,  SaLUS  POPl'LI  EST  SUMMA  LEX.f 

A  missionary!  at  the  island  writes  as  follows: 

"Marriace  is  much  more  common  than  formerly,  and  the  li1f««in(r«  of  the 
family  mid  social  relations  are  much  more  extensively  enjoyed.  Thr  Siililiatli  is 
also  more  penerrtlly  obsei-ved.  .  .  .  The  means  of  education  and  rdi^'ioug 
instructiui  arc  better  eiijoy«'d,  althongh  but  little  appreciated  and  iinjirovtd  by 
the  great  mass  of  the  people.     It  is  aUo  true,  that  the  moral  sense  of  the  pfople 

is  b«  comiiii;  somewhat  enlightened Bat  while  thib  in  true,  yet  their 

moral  condition  is  very  fur  from  being  what  it  ought  to  be It  is 

exceeding  <i><Tk  and  distres-irig Licentioosnet*  preva  1«  too  most  alarming 

extent  among  the  people.  .  .  .  The  almost  universal  prevalence  of  intemji»-rance 
is  another  prolific  source  of  the  moral  darkness  and  degradation  of  th.-  pcojde. 
Tlie  gr-at  ma-s  among  all  classes  of  the  inliabitant-,  from  the  (Jovernor  in   his 

alacH  to  the  peasant  in  his  hot,  from  the  biehoj)  in  his  gown  to  the  beggar  in 

is  rags,  are  slaves  to  their  cups."     .... 

The  writer  considers  the  adult  population,  so  long  the  victims  of  long 


I 


*  The  Governor-General  has  a  salary  of  |48,000,  paid  Vjy  the  inhabituuts. 

f  "To  consuli  the  welfare  of  the  people  i^  tbf  chief  good." 

I  Rev.  Mr.  Richardson,  of  the  American  Misbiouary  Aijt*ociation. 
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years  of  oppre^ion  and  degradation,  as  a  less  hopeful  class  for  the  mis- 
sionary to  exert  a  good  influence  upon  than  the  young.     He  says  : 

"Our  britr'it.^t  hopes  and  fondest  anticipations  must  and  will  centre  around 
the  youTii  of  tiiis  iskod.  ...  I  see  the  hand  of  Providence  steadily  urging 
onward,  with  resistless  might,  the  car  of  Progress.  Gaunt  Prejudice  and  grim 
Superstition  gradually  give  way  ;  Dat  knt-sa  and  Error  recede  be  ore  the  s-unlight 
of  Truth ;  and  even  the  demon  of  Lust  and  the  giant  Intemperance  (twin-brothers 
in  Satan's  family)  are  bereft  of  their  power,  and  chained  for  a  season.  I  see 
intelligence,  purity,  and  piety  supplanting:  ignorance,  licentiousness,  and  irreli- 
gion,  and  i  his  moral  waste  becommg  transformed  until  it  blooms  and  flourishes 
aa  the  garden  of  God." 

Another  missionary,  Mr.  Wolcott,  writes  as  follows : 

"It  is  not  too  much,  even  now,  to  say  of  the  people  of  Jamaica,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  another,  '  Their  condition  is  exceedingly  degraded,  their  morals  woefully 
corrupt'  "  But  this  must  by  no  means  be  understood  to  be  of  universal  applica- 
tion. With  respect  to  those  who  have  been  brought  under  a  healthful  educational 
and  religious  influence,  it  is  not  true.  But  as  respects  the  great  mass,  whose  hu- 
manity haa  been  ground  out  of  them  by  cruel  oppression,  whom  no  good  Samaritan 
hand  has  yet  reached,  how  could  it  be  (itherwi>e?  We  wish  to  turn  the  tables; 
to  supplant  oppre-sion  by  righteousness,  insult  by  compassion  and  brutlierly- 
kindness,  hatred  and  contempt  by  love  and  winning  meekness,  till  we  allure 
these  wretched  ones  to  the  hope  and  enjo3-ment  of  manhood  and  virtue.  For 
them  and  fur  their  children  we  ask  for  help,  for  them  we  pray." 

NEW-GRENADA. 

It  is  said  that  important  improvements  have  been  adopte<l  by  the 
Government  within  the  last  two  or  three  years ;  among  them,  the  fol- 
lowing: 

"The  law  which  declares  free  all  the  slaves  in  the  Republic,  and  indemnifies 
the  master.  This  law  was  demanded  by  a  vast  majority  of  tiie  people,  and 
though  it  did  not  encounter  the  obstacles  existing  in  sotne  other  countries, 
bemuse  of  the  small  number  of  slaves  and  the  low  price  of  labor,  the  claims  of 
re^on  and  Christianity  still  had  their  opponents." 

DUTCH  COLONIES.  \ 

The  British  and  Foreign  Anti-Slavery  Reporter  states  that  they  have 
received  highly  interesting  facts  relating  to  slavery  in  the  Dutch  colonies, 
in  a  letter  dated  Utrecht,  13th  April,  1853;  but  cheering  as  is  the 
assurance  of  a  decided  change  of  public  opinion  there  and  in  Ilulland, 
and  however  encouraging  the  prospect  of  approaching  abolition,  we  fear 
that  the  actual  condition  of  the  slave  population  is  very  deplorable. 

The  letter-writer  says : 

"As  for  the  Anti  slavery  cause  in  general,  I  may  inform  you,  with  some  satis- 
faction, that  since  my  friends  and  I  began  to  plead  it,  about  thirteen  years  ago, 
we  have  made  great  progress.  To  speak  of  emancipation  was  then  generally 
disapproved  of  We  met  commonly  with  ridicule  or  reproach.  Slavery  was 
considered  necessary  for  our  colonies,  and  it  was  tliought  dangerous  to  represent 
it  as  inhuman  and  unlawful.  In  the  colonies,  to  speak  of  eniancipation  was  not 
allowed.  Now,  public  opinion  is  thoroughly  changed.  Anti  slavery  men  are  no 
longer  laughed  at,  and  few  persons  continue  to  defend  slavery.  Even  the  neces- 
sity of  emancipation  begins  to  be  avowed,  and  in  the  colouies  the  owners  and 
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Slantera  wish  it  The  colonial  newspapers  contain,  from  time  to  time,  nrticles  to 
emonst'-ate  ihe  impossibility  of  coniiuuing  slav.holding.  Tlie  Ministers  and  the 
States-General  have  already  pronounced,  n)ore  than  once,  that  slavery  must  be 
abolished ;  the  only  question  is,  how  soon  and  in  what  manner. 

"  In  our  East  Indian  colonies  the  number  of  slaves  is  very  small,  and  they  are 
all  domest  c.  A  rapid  diminution  by  voluntary  emancipation  has  taken  place, 
whicli  is  favored  by  public  opinion.  Another  mode  is  also  frequently  employed, 
and  seems  to  grow  general,  viz.:  that  the  slaves  ate  permitted  to  buy  tliemselves. 
Many  e;;am|ile8  of  it  are  relat-ed  in  the  Java  papers,  and  the  bnri;.'iii)s  ate  made 
for  such  tfiflep  that  the  and  ons  ate  evidently  a  mere  form.  Owing  to  a  sort  of 
tacit  convention,  no  body  bids  when  th»-  slave  offers,  perhaps,  only  n  few  guilders 
to  hu}'  himself  Sometimes,  too,  they  are  bought  with  the  avow<-d  intention  of 
setting  them  at  liberty,  and  in  this  ca^e  also  all  other  persons  abstain  from  Lid- 
ding. So  we  may  hope  that,  even  without  a  law,  slavery  will  diauppear  rerj' 
soon  in  these  colonies. 

"In  the  West  Indian  colonies,  the  last  Governor,  Baron  Tan  Raders,  succeeded 
at  last  in  persuading  the  owners  that  they  ought  to  prepare  theif  slaves  for 
freedom.  He  told  me  himself  that  a  great  improvement  had  taken  pla'f  ;  that 
the  Spanish  lasli  was  no  more  known  amongst  the  planters,  and  that  ih>-  moi  tnlity 
of  tiie  slavis  has  much  diminished.  The  influence  of  Demerara,  and  oi  Guiana, 
where  the  English  and  French  negroes  are  free,  grows  irresistible  fur  tlie  Dutch. 
So  we  niny  expect  that  in  a  short  time  also  in  these  colonies  slavery  will  cease. 
We  should  wish  to  hasten  this  great  step  for  the  sake  of  reliiiion,' justice  and 
humanity,  and  I  can  assure  you  that  I  would  not  neglect  any  opjM.rtunity  to 
plead  that  sacred  cause. 

"'Uncle  Tom's  Cabin'  is  much  read,  and  is  translated  in  thi!*  country.  It 
makes  grt-at  impression,  which  I  hope  will  have  a  salutary  effect  on  our  legialn- 
tora,  who  must  eaon  discuss  the  bills  on  the  colonies." 

A^TI-SLAVERY  SOCIETY  OF  CANADA. 

We  have  before  us  the  Second  Annual  Report  of  iLis  Society,  by  which 
it  appears  that  our  neighbors  proceed  in  tlieir  philanthropic  labors  with 
untiring  zeal.  They  have  employed  Rev.  S,  R,  Ward*  to  vi.-it  different 
parts  of  the  country,  to  remove  erroneous  impressions  in  regard  to  the 
question  of  slavery,  to  excite  a  deeper  interest  in  behalf  of  the  slave, 
and  to  produce  still  greater  and  more  beneficial  results  in  the  future.  Mr. 
Ward  appears  to  have  been  very  assiduous  and  succes.'^ful  in  his  agency. 
Rev.  Dr.  Willis,  also,  the  Presid-  nt  of  the  Society,  during  a  vi-it  to  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  vindicated  American  Christian  AbolitionisLs  from 
Tinjustaspersions,  and  enlightened  the  Abohlioni.sts  of  the  m  ther  country 
as  to  the  true  position  of  the  friends  of  the  slave  in  tlie  Unit»'d  States. 

The  church?s  in  Canada  have  continued  to  express  their  sympathy 
with  the  fugitive  slave,  and  to  bear  testimony  against  the  r-'tn  (jf  .'>lavery. 

The  L.\dies'  Association  for  the  Relief  of  Destitute  Cul<>re<l  Fugi- 
tives have  continued,  with  unabated  zeal,  in  their  most  praiseworthy 
efforts  The  Elgin  Association  continues  to  prospr,  and  tlie  number 
of  families  of  colored  persons  settled  on  the  lands  of  the  Association  is 

•  Mr.  "Ward  is  now  in  England,  having  been  deputed  by  this  Socety  tu  rejire- 
sent  them  there,  and  to  soUcit  the  aid  and  cooperation  of  transatlantic  frieuda. 
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increased,  while  progress  has  been  made  in  education  and  religion.  11)^ 
British  American  Lvstitctb,  formerly  the  Dawn  Institute,  the  obj-ct  of 
which  is  "  to  assist  the  refugees  from  American  slavery  to  obtain  perma- 
nent homes  in  Canada,  and  to  promote  their  moral,  socinl,  physical,  and 
intellectual  eleTation,"  remains  statu  quo.  The  Refcgees'  Home  Soci- 
KTY  has  purchased  1328  acres  of  land,  and  of  ibis  about  600  acres  have 
been  taken  up  by  fugitives  from  slavery.  The  Report  says  :  "  We  con- 
sider the  aim  of  the  Society  a  good  one,  but  its  success  or  failure  depends 
almost  entirely  upon  the  manner  in  which  its  affairs  are  managed.  The 
eminent  success  which  has  attended  the  El^in  Association  proves  that 
success  is  attainable." 

Much  good  h:w  been  effected,  it  is  stated,  by  the  labors  of  missionaries 
under  the  American  Missionary  Association  at  St.  Catherines,  Araherst- 
buro'  Mount  Pleasant, New-Canaan,  and  Windsor.  We  are  liifjlilv  fjrati- 
fied  with  the  Report  of  the  Society  of  Caoa<la,  rao*t  thankful  for  the  aid 
afforded  the  panting  fugitive,  and  cordially  respond  to  all  that  has  been 
done  or  promised  in  aid  of  efforts  to  extinguish  the  foul  blot  that  rests 
upon  this  country. 

FOREIGN  SOCIETIES  AND  FOREIGN  EFF0RT3. 

In  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  Anti-slavery  Societies  still  exist,  and 
are  conducted  with  their  usual  vi^or.  The  British  and  Foreign  Anti- 
SLAVERY  Society  issues  a  new  series  of  its  Ami  slavtry  Reporter,  con- 
ducted by  its  new  Secretary,  Lewis  Alexis  Chamberouzon,  K>q.,  successor 
to  the  late  able  Secretary,  John  Scoble,  Esq.,  who  has  resigned  and  taken 
up  his  abode  in  Canada.  Mr.  Scoble  served  the  Society  upwards  of 
twenty  years,  and  retires  with  very  flattering  expressions  with  regard  to 
his  ability,  zeal,  fidelity,  and  success  in  the  office  he  so  long  filled.  The 
other  Societies  in  existence  are  The  Glasgow  Emancipation  Society,  The 
Glasgow  Femile  New  Association,  The  Glasgow  Female  Anti-slavh->j 
Society,  The  Edinburgh  Ladies'  Emancipation  Society,  The  Perth 
Ladies'  Anti-slavery  Society,  The  Bristol  and  CH/ton  Ladies'  Anti- 
slavery  Society,  The  Leeds  Anti  slavery  Association,  The  Manchester 
Anti-slavery  Society,  The  Dublin  Anti  slavery  Society,  and  The  Cork 
Ladies^  Anti  slavery  Society.  They  circulate  tracts  and  appeals,  dis- 
seminate information,  contribute  to  the  anti-slaverv  bazaars  in  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  keep  up  a  correspondence  with  Abolitionists  in  other 
parts  of  the  world,  send  fritndly  remonstrances  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  and  contribute  in  various  other  ways  to  foster  and  increase 
an  anti-slavery  sentiment  at  home  and  in  foreign  lands.  A  neat  paper 
has  recently  been  commenced  in  London,  entitled  "The  Anti-slavery 
Advocate." 
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An  Address  on  Slavery  and  the  Slave-trade  from  the  London  Yearly 
Meeting  of  F.iends  has  been  presented  by  a  deputation  to  several  of  the 
sovereigns  and  others  in  authority  in  Europe.  It  has  also  been  presented 
to  the  Emperor  of  Brazil,  and  circulated  extensively  in  that  empire. 
Within  a  short  period  the  London  Meeting  appointed  William  Foster, 
Josiah  Foster,  William  Holmes,  and  John  Candler  to  present  the  Address 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  Governors  of  the  several 
States,  and  others  in  high  stations  in  this  country.* 

The  Abolitionists  of  the  Uoiled  States  owe  a  great  debt  of  gratitude 
to  their  transatlantic  brethren  for  their  active  and  persevering  labors  in 
the  cause,  for  their  friendly  and  faithful  expostulations  with  the  people 
of  this  country,  and  especially  for  the  distinguished  but  well-merited 
honors  they  have  awarded  to  our  esteemed  and  talented  countrywoman, 
Mrs.  Stowe,  during  her  present  visit  to  England.  The  "  Penny  Offerings" 
so  freely  bestowed  will,  in  her  hands,  be  made  productive  of  great  good 
to  the  colored  population  of  this  country,  and  the  Anti-slavery  cause. 

SOCIETIES  IN  AMERICA 

In  speaking  thus  of  foreign  Societies,  we  would  not  omit  to  mention 
the  otlier  Anti  slavery  Societies  in  this  country,  the  American  Anti- 
slavery  SociETT,  the  Massachusetts  Anti-slavery  Society,  the 
RocHtsTEK  (N.  Y.)  Ladies'  Anti-slavery  Sewing  Society,  and  other 
Associations  for  the  prosecution  of  the  Anti-slavery  cause,  which  they 
conduct  on  such  principles  as  appear  to  them  moat  desirable  for  the 
accomplishment  of  the  great  work  all  Abolitionists  proftAS  to  have  in  view, 
the  speedy  and  total  overthrow  of  American  slavery.  While  we  hav^ 
our  own  vit^ws  of  duty,  we  impugn  not  the  views  of  others  while  they 
seduluuiily  adhere  to  the  anti-slavery  principles  avowed.f  Neither  are 
we  very  careful  to  defend  ourselves  against  imputations,  especially  from 
those  in  the  anti-slavery  ranks.  If  others  perform  more  good  service  to 
the  cause  than  ourselves,  we  would  rejoice  in  it,  and  heartily  wish  that, 
while  such  a  foe  is  in  the  field,  instead  of  lavishing  encomium  or  bestow- 
ing censure  upon  one  another,  the  motto  of  all  should  be.  Let  ouu  own 
wo&Ks  praise  us. 

SUCCESS  OF  ANTI^LAVERY  EFFORTS. 

In  taking  a  review  of  the  Anti-filavery  struggle,  we  are  aware  that  pro- 

•  The  deputation  are  expected  to  leave  England  in  August  this  year. 

I  We  fully  coincide  with  our  esteemed  friend,  John  G.  Whittier,  in  the  following^: 
"While  our  own  couise  should  be  regulated  by  our  individual  convictions  of 
duty  and  een^e  of  the  litnessof  thingn,  we  should  cultivate  kind  feelings  towards 
there  who,  Bhuring  our  eentimente,  manifett  iheni  in  forms  of  action  different 
from  our  own.  Let  the  tioie  past  suffice  for  aj^ologics  or  discbi'inen-  in  re- 
spect to  our  ft-llow-laborera.  If  our  neighbor  casts  out  devilt-  after  a  fashion 
of  his  own,  let  us  not  bt«p  by  the  woy  to  criticiBe  his  modut  operandi." 
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slavery  men  everywhere  affect  to  decry  anti-slavery  aff^rt ;  tliat  they  pre- 
tend lliat  Abolitionists  have  retarded,  instead  of  advancing  tli.i  cau-e  of 
emancipation  ;  that  they  have  jeoparded  the  best  interests  uf  the  cuuntry, 
well-nigh  brought  about  a  dissolution  of  the  Union,  and  are  a  "  pestilent 
sect."  Similar  accusations  and  reproaches  have  been  made  in  other  times. 
Wilberforce,  Clarkson,  Sharp,  Buxton,  and  their  as^sociat^s  who  adopted 
similar  principles  and  pursued  similar  measures  were  misunderstood  and 
vilified  in  their  day.     Like  them,  we  appeal  to  posterity  and  to  God. 

Reasonable  men  in  slave  States  often  bear  witness  to  the  excellent 
results  of  anti-slavery  agitation,  to  the  good  already  effected  by  anti- 
slavery  effort,  and  to  the  immense  good  in  prospect  if  Abolitionists  per- 
severe in  their  labors  with  a  true  Christian  spirit.  And  tens  of  thousands 
in  the  free  States  rejoice  in  having  been  brought,  by  the  instrumentality 
of  anti-slavery  men,  to  see  their  own  errors,  the  dangerous  position  of 
the  Church  and  nation,  and  the  true  remedy  for  the  evils  connected  with 
American  slavery. 

Hon.  Joshua  R.  Giddings,  in  taking  a  retrospect  of  his  Congressional 
career,*  says : 

"At  tliat  time  (1836)  few,  very  few,  admitted  Congress  to  possess  the  consti- 
tutional powtr  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  Disti  ict  of  Columbia;  now  no  slave- 
holder denies  it.  In  1840,  our  peo|'le  generally  regarded  slaves  as  property; 
now  no  man  will  insult  us  by  pretending  that  slaveholders  and  douglifaoes  con- 
vened in  Congress,  by  impotent  words,  arranged  in  the  form  of  a  Congressional 
Law,  can  convert  the  image  of  God,  containing  a  living  immortal  soul,  into 
property,  and  degrade  it  to  the  level  of  a  brute.  The  popular  sentiment  among 
us  now  denies  the  power  of  human  legislators  to  sanctify  cr-imes  which  G'kI  has 
denounced.  lam  happy  in  saying  that  the  popular  sentiment  on  this  subject 
of  moral  re-porisibiiiiy,  connected  with  p  )litical  action,  has  also  greatly  improved. 
We  no  longer  hear  men  denounce  others  for  connecting  moral  prineijile  with 
their  political  action;  indeed,  the  man  who  now  votes  without  r«'gurd  to  moral 
duty  id  C'msidered  either  an  intidel  in  principle,  or  wanting  a  proper  apprecia- 
tion of  his  oblrgatioiis  to  God  and  man.  The  tone  of  our  pulpit  oratory  has 
greatly  ch;:,i<red.  We  no  longer  hear  preachers  of  the  gospel  exhort  us  to  reve- 
rence and  oioey  the  infamous  Fugitive  Law  ;  nor  do  they  now  attempt  to  ari;ue 
that  slavery  is  a  divine  institution.  No  'lower-law'  sermons  are  no^  printed 
and  sent  over  the  land,  to  insult  a  Christian  people.  I  have  not  time  tosp-akof 
the  changes  in  Coiiijiess;  of  gag-rules;  of  tramjUng  u(>on  the  ris^ht  of  petition; 
of  the  insults,  threats,  and  assaults  upon  memhers  who,  in  former  times,  advo- 
cated the  great  truths  which  lie  at  the  foundation  of  our  govei  nment  These 
thiiHjs  hnve  passed  away;  they  exist  now  only  in  history.  At  no  period  of  the 
world  has  popular  sentiment  been  undergoing  such  rapid  improvement  a-  at  the 
present  day.  The  literature  of  our  nation,  of  England,  and  of  Cominental 
Europe,  is  putting  forth  a  powerful  influence  in  favor  of  libeity,  of  truth,  of 
justice  and  humanitv  ;  teaching  men  to  follow  the  precepts  of  that  L'ospel  which 
speaks  peace  and  good- will  to  all  men — which  directs  us  to  do  uuto  othcis  as  we 
Would  have  them  do  unto  us. 

•  •  •  a  •  « 

"Fellow-citizens,  you  have  not  been  idle  spectators  of  these  chanee= — of  this 
great  refo  m  which  now  marks  an  epoch  in  the  history  of  tie  world.  You  have 
been    active  agents  in  bringing  about  these  encouraging   circunirtt;inces.     For 

•  Letter  to  the  people  of  his  Congressional  District,  Maich  8,  1&53. 
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myself,  I  desire  no  other  or  greater  earthly  honor  than  that  of  participating, 
though  in  an  humble  decree,  in  this  work  of  regenerating  our  Government— of 
separating  it  from  the  sujiport  of  slavery  and  the  slave-trade — of  purifying  it 
from  the  crimes,  tlie  guilt,  which  now  rest  upon  it,  and  thus  far  contributing 
ny  humble  labors  f?>r  the  elevation  of  our  race.  It  is  the  cause  of  God,  of  hu- 
manity ;  it  cannot  fail  Ti  uthj^resent  and  enduring — eternal  justice — constitutes 
tlie  basis  on  which  it  rests.  Trie  feeble  attempts  of  man  to  separate  Deity  from 
tLe  beings  whom  he  has  created,  or  to  tear  from  a  portion  of  our  race  the  rights 
■with  which  he  has  endowed  them,  must  cease.  As  surely  as  God  reigns,  our 
cause  will  triumph.     3S"or  do  I  think  that  triumph  is  far  distant" 


PETITIONS  TO  CONGRESS. 

We  have  been  surprised  to  learn  how  few  petitions  were  sent  to  the 
last  Congress  on  the  subject  of  slavery.  Some  members,  we  learn,  did 
not  receive  a  single  petition  during  the  whole  of  the  last  session.  Not- 
withstanding this,  some  persons  have  complained  that  the  Fre^  Democratic 
members  in  one  or  both  Houses  did  not  say  more  on  the  subject  in  debate. 
Scarcely  any  thing  has  been  more  efficacious  in  advancing  the  Anti-slavery 
cause  in  this  country  than  the  agitation  of  the  subject  on  the  floorb  of 
Congress.  The  great  agitator,  Adams,  enlightened  the  minds  of  his 
hearers,  and  of  the  people,  by  his  array  of  facts,  his  arguments  his  pre- 
dictions, his  moral  heroism.  Others  have  emulated  his  examjile.  Let  it 
be  seen  that  there  is  kept  up  a  continual  "  fire  in  the  rear,""  to  use  the 
language  of  ex-Senator  Ilale,  and  members  of  Congress  wiil  l>e  embold- 
ened to  speak  and  ready  to  hear  on  this  momentous  subject.  To  this 
end,  petitions  should  be  circulated  throughout  the  country  on  slavery, 
1.  Against  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  as  unconstitutional  ;*  2. 
Against  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  as  discreditable  to  the  nation 
and  wrong  in  itself;  3.  Against  the  coastwise  slave-trade;  4.  Against  the 
inter-State  slave-trade  ;  5.  Against  slaver}'  in  new  Territories  ;  6.  Against 
slavery  wherever,  under  the  Constitution,  the  free  States  are  responsible 
for  it ;  1.  For  the  repeal  of  the  Fugitive  Slave  Bill.  "  Up  and  at  'em  ! " 
was  the  cry  of  Wellington  at  Waterloo.  Let  us  adopt  the  emjihatic 
language  of  the  veteran  in  our  anti-slavery  call  to  the  Abolition  ho.st  of 
the  United  States  :  Petition,  memorialize,  remonstrate !  All  in  r<3spectful 
but  decided  terms.  Agitation  is  the  life  of  the  cause,  and  of  every 
good  cause.  Let  it  not  cease  until  the  American  Bastile  falls,  and  the 
long-imprisoned  inmates  walk  forth  into  the  pure  air  of  freedom,  disen- 
thralled, and  in  full  possession  of  their  inalienable  rights,  **  life,  liberty, 
and  the  pursuit  of  happiness." 

*  If  any  one  doubts  its  being  unconstitutional  there,  let  him  read  the  speech 
of  Hon.  Charles  Sumner  in  the  Senate,  August  26,  IHSli.  Washington:  Buell  <fe 
Blanchard;  New- York  :  Lewis  J.  Bates,  48  Betkiuan  street 
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OUTLINE    OF   EFFORT. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Committee,  an  Outline  of  Effort  was 
laid  before  them,  and  after  the  consideration  due  to  the  importance  of  the 
subject,  it  was  unanimously  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  circulated,  accord- 
ing to  the  discretion  of  a  sub-committee,  who  should  endeavor  to  raise 
the  sums  named  for  the  use  of  the  Society.* 

CONCLUSION.  _ 

The  Committee  are  desirous  of  prosecuting  the  work  committed  to 
them,  if  the  friends  of  the  cause  will  supply  the  necessary  means.  They 
deplore  the  want  of  united  principle  and  action  on  the  part  of  the  great 
body  of  Abolitionists  throughout  the  country,  and  earnestly  desire  that 
speedily  the  friends  of  the  slave  may  be  united,  as  they  were  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  enterprise,  on  the  same  principles,  putting  their  trust 
in  God  and  his  revealed  truth.  They  cannot  conclude  this  Report  in  a 
manner  more  agreeable  to  their  own  feeling?,  or  the  exigences  of  the 
cause,  than  in  the  words  of  an  early,  consistent,  judicious  friend  of  the 
slave  :t 

"In  OFKERINQ  niiSE  BRIEF  HINTS  WITH  REFERENCE  TO  THE  ASSOCIATED  ACTION  OF  THE 
VBIELNDS  OF  FREEDOM,  WE  DO  XOT  FORGET  THAT  THE  MAIN  RELIANCE  OF  THE  CAV3E  MUST 
BE  UPON  INDIVIDUALS,  ACTING  !>.'  ACCOUDANCE  WITH  THE  8PECI.U,  MONITIONS  OF  THEIR 
CONSCIENCES,  AND  THEIR  OWN  DISTINCTIVE  IDEAS  OF  DUTY.  ORGANIZATION  THE  MOST 
PERFECT  WILL  PROVE  BIT  A  DEAD   MACHINE,  UNLESS,  AS  IN  THE  VISION    OF  THE  ORIENTAL 

PROPHET,  THERE  13  '  A  Sl'IPJT  WITHIN  THE  WHEELS* UNLESS  THE  HEARTS  AND  CONSCIENCES 

OF  THE  INDIVIDUALS  WHO  COMPOSE  IT  ARE  MOVED  AND  ANIMATED  BY  THE  HIGHEST  MOTIVE 
OF  HUMAN  ACTION LOVE  TO  GoD  AND  LOVE  TO  MAN." 

•  This  important  paper  is  printed  in  the  Appendix,  and  the  attention  of  the 
friends  of  the  cause  is  earnestly  requested  to  it. 
f  Whittiep. 
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The  annual  ^fEETTNG  of  the  Society  was  held  in  the  Broadway 
Tabernacle,  on  Wednesday  evening,  May  11th,  the  large  hall  being  filled 
to  its  utmost  capacity. 

■*  Arthur  Tappan,  Esq.,  President,  in  the  Chair. 

After  a  voluntary  on  the  organ  by  Mr.  Asadel  Abbott,  Rev.  A.  N. 
Freeman  read  the  following 

SELECnOSS   FROM   SCBIPTIKE. 

Lord,  how  are  they  increased  that  trouble  mel  many  are  th<^y  thnt  ri:-f  up 
against  me.  Many  there  be  ■which  eay  of  my  soul,  There  is  no  help  for  him  in 
God.  But  thou,  0  Lord,  art  s  shield  forme;  my  glory, and  the  lifter  ui>  of  iniix 
head.  I  ciied  unto  the  Lord  with  my  voice,  and  he  heard  me  out  of  his  holy 
hill.  I  laid  me  down  and  slept;  I  awaked;  for  the  Lord  euetained  rae.  I  will 
not  be  afraid  of  ten  thousands  of  people  that  have  eet  themselves  atrainst  me 
round  about 

For  the  needj'  shall  not  always  be  forgotten  ;  the  expectation  of  the  poor  sliall 
not  periih  for  ever.  The  wicked  in  his  j)ride  doth  persecute  the  j^>oor :  let  tlieni 
be  taken  in  the  devices  that  they  have  imat;ined.  ...  He  Bitteth  in  the  lurkirip- 
places  of  the  villages,  in  the  secret  places  doth  he  murder  the  innocent ;  liis  e}-es 
are  privilv  set  against  the  poor.  He  lieth  in  wait  secretly  as  a  lion  in  h\n  den  ; 
he  lieth  in  wait  to  catch  the  poor,  when  he  draweth  him  into  liis  net.  He 
croucheth,  and  humbleth  himself,  that  the  poor  may  fall  by  Ins  6tron<r  ones. 
He  hath  said  in  his  heart,  God  hath  forgotten;  he  hideth  his  fn<.' ;  he  will 
never  see  it.  Arise,  O  Lord  ;  0  God,  lift  up  thine  hand;  forget  not  the  humble. 
.  .  .  Lord,  thou  hast  heard  the  desire  of  the  humble ;  thou  wilt  prepare  their 
heart,  thou  wilt  cause  thine  ear  to  hear — to  judge  (he  fatherless  and  the  o[i 
pressed,  that  the  man  of  the  earth  may  no  more  oppress. 

For  the  oppression  of  the  poor,  for  the  sighing  of  the  needy,  now  will  I  arise, 
saith  the  Lord  ;  I  will  set  him  in  safety  from  him  that  pufTt-th  at  him. 

Keep  me  as  the  apple  of  the  eye,  hide  me  under  the  shadow  of  thy  wings, 
from  the  wicked  that  oppress  me,  from  my  deadly  enemies,  wlio  eompaex  me 
about.  .  .  .  They  are  enclosed  in  their  own  fat ;  with  their  mouth  they  sj.eak 
proudly.  They  have  now  compassed  us  in  our  steps;  they  have  set  their  <yes 
bowinL'  down  to  the  earth  ;  like  as  a  lion  that  is  greedy  of  his  prey,  and  as  it 
were  a  young  lion  lurking  in  secret  places.  Arise,  O  Lord,  disanpoint  him,  catt 
him  down;  deliver  my  soul  from  the  wicked,  which  is  thy  sword. 

He  sh.ll  judge  thy  people  with  righteousness,  and  thy  jioor  with  judgment. 
...  He  shall  judire  "the  poor  of  the  people,  he  shall  save  the  children  of  the 
needy,  and  shall  break  in  pieces  the  oppressor.  .  .  .  For  he  shall  deliver  the 
needy  when  he  crieth ;  the  poor  also,  and  him  that  hath  no  helper.  He  shall 
spare  the  poor  and  needy,  and  shall  save  tlic  souls  of  the  needy.     He  shall 
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redeem  their  soul  from  deceit  and  violence;  and  precioua  shall  their  Mood  he  ia 
his  si^^ht. 

Ariii«^,  0  God,  judge  the  earth-  ...  0  Lord  of  hosts,  blessed  is  the  man  that 
trusteth  in  thee. 

Mr.  Freeman  then  led  in  prayer  to  the  Most  High. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  read  an  Abstract  of  the  Annual  Report,  and 
the  following  Resolutions : 

RESOLUTIONS 
Adopted  at  the  Public  Meeting  of  the  Americaa  and  Foreign  Anti-slavery  Society. 

1.  Resolved,  That  it  is  a  subject  of  congratulation  and  thanks  to  Gu'',  that, 
notwithstanding  the  lukewarmnorss  or  opposition  the  Anti-slavery  cause  has 
received  from  large  portions  of  our  countrymen,  it  has  been  widely  e.\t;nih'd 
and  prosperefl,  until  it  is  now  the  theme  of  general  inquiry,  consideration,  and 
solicitude  throughout  the  country  and  the  world,  and,  in  the  opinion  not  only  of 
its  friends,  but  of  many  of  its  enemies,  destined  to  certain  and  complete  triumph. 

2.  Resolved,  Tliat  the  destruction  of  American  slavery  is  retarded  by  political 
parties,  who,  in  their  strife  for  the  spoils  of  othce,  repudiate  the  principles  upon 
which  the  government  was  established ;  by  religious  parties,  who,  for  the  sake 
of  proselytism  and  the  favor  of  the  world,  set  atide  the  first  lessons  of  Christian- 
ity and  tiie  claims  of  humanity;  by  commercial  men,  who,  in  their  eager  pursuit 
of  wealth,  trample  upon  both  tables  of  the  Law  of  God;  and  by  slaveholders, 
who,  in  their  wilful  ignorance  of  political  economy,  their  disregard  of  the  rights 
of  the  enslaved,  and  their  audacious  attempts  to  usurp  the  prerogatives  of  the 
Almighty,  run  "upon  the  thick  bosses  of  his  bucklers;"  and  that  we  owe  it  to 
these  misguided  men,  as  well  as  to  the  victims  of  their  injustice,  to  pei-severe  in 
our  eflforts  with  unabated  zeal  and  etiiciency. 

8.  Resolved,  Tliat  while  it  is  perfectly  consistent  with  the  diabolical  policy  of 
the  slave  States  to  attempt  the  prolongation  of  slavery  by  increasing  the  rigors 
of  the  Slave  Code,  trampling  upon  the  rights  of  the  fi"ee  people  of  color,  and 
endeavoring  to  drive  them  from  their  native  land,  the  subserviency  of  the  free 
States  to  the  slave  power,  in  the  enactment  of  oppressive,  unrighteous,  and  un- 
constitutional statutes,  designed  to  harass  and  expel  this  class  of  citizens  from 
their  limits,  merits  the  contempt  and  execration  of  every  friend  of  humanity. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  cruelties  inflicted  upon  the  people  of  color,  the  attempts 
to  disfranchise  them,  the  numerous  persecutions  they  suffer,  and  the  untold  pre- 
judices and  disabilities  which  surround  them,  are  chiefly  owing  to  the  spirit  of 
Caste,  which  obstructs  their  elevation,  and  controls  the  policy  of  the  Colonization 
Society  in  driving  them  to  a  foreign  shore,  as  a  choice  of  evils ;  and  that,  while 
we  sympathize  with  our  insulted  and  deeply-wronged  brethren,  we  would  exliort 
them  to  remember  that  an  impartial  and  just  Qod  will  fulfil  his  promises  by 
bringing  thnm  out  of  the  "  furnace  of  affliction,"  and  getting  them  "  prxise  and 
fame  in  [the]  land  where  they  have  been  pat  to  shame." 

5.  Resolved,  That  while  it  is  not  a  matter  of  surprise  that  editors  of  venal 
presses  pander  to  the  slave  power,  or  that  those  merchants  whose  god  is  Mam- 
mon, and  whose  Bible  is  their  ledger,  bow  down  and  lick  the  feet  of  Southern 
customers,  or  that  servile  authors,  publishers,  and  booksellers,  tremble  beneath 
the  frown  of  Southern  despots,  it  is  a  cause  of  grief  and  astonishment  that  the 
Amkeican  Tract  Society  and  American  Sunday-school  Union  persist  in  refusing 
to  publish  a  sentence  on  the  sinfulness  of  slavery,  while  they  expurgate  foreign 
publications  of  sentiments  favorable  to  emancipation  before  they  dare  issue  them 
for  circulation  in  the  slavcholding  States. 

6.  Resolved,  That  we  deplore  the  fact  that  the  American  Board  of  Commissiox- 
Etis  for  Foreign  Missions  and  the  Americas  Home  Missionary  Society  continue  to 
sustain  missionaries  who  gather  churches  composed  in  part  of  slaveholders,  who 
are  admitted  and  treated  as  Christians  in  good  and  regular  standing,  and  that  the 
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Geitkbal  Assemblies  of  the  Prbsbtterian  CnrRcn,  the  Baptist  chveches,  the  Ens- 
oopAL  CiriT.cn,  etc.,  invite  flaveholders  to  their  memberBhip,  hold  them  eligible  to 
all  offices  and  appointment*  in  their  gift — believing,  as  we  do,  that  this  frater- 
nization of  men  denounced  in  Scripture  as  "  men-stealers,"  and  deemed  by  a 
lai^e  portion  of  the  true  Church  of  Chriet  to  be  unworthy  of  Christian  fellow- 
ship, i^  an  obstacle  to  the  prevalence  of  sound  piety  and  the  conversion  of  the 
world. 

7.  Reiohed,  Thdti  in  the  opinion  of  intelligent  patriots  and  Christians,  the  ad- 
vance of  freedom,  the  spread  of  republican  sentiments,  and  the  diffusion  of 
Christian  princijiles,  are  greatly  retarded  by  the  fact  that  in  this  "model  repub- 
lic" upwards  of  three  millions  of  the  people  are  held  in  ignominious  bondage,  in 
defiance  of  the  glorious  truths  taken  from  the  Bible  and  put  foilh  in  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence,  that  all  men  are  made  of  one  blood  and  are  created  equal, 
being  endowed  hy  their  Creator  with  certain  inalienable  rights — among  which 
are  hfo,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  hai>j>ineEB. 

8.  Resolved,  That  notwithstanding  the  discouragements  and  obstacles  that  lie 
in  our  path,  we  have  unabated  confidence  in  the  promises  of  God,  in  the  efficacy 
of  praves,  in  the  ultimate  cooperation  of  the  wise  and  good,  in  the  honesty  and 
intelligence  of  the  mas£''«  in  Church  and  State,  and  believe  that  when  once  un- 
deceived as  to  the  character  and  designs  of  those  who  have  misled  them,  thej' 
will  be  true  to  the  instincts  of  humanity,  the  principles  of  republicanism,  and 
the  precepts  of  Christianity,  and  evince  their  change  of  feeling  and  sentiment 
by  discarding  the  leaders  and  teachers  who  will  have  proved  themselves  to  be 
unprincipled  demagogues  and  false  prophets. 

9.  Resolved^  That  we  have  evidence  of  an  approaching  change  in  the  masses 
of  r-ligious  and  political  men,  in  tlie  formation  and  prosperity  of  anti-slavery 
Missionary,  Book  and  Tract  Societies ;  in  the  more  frequent  and  outspoken  senti- 
ment- of  the  religious  and  secular  press ;  in  the  mnltij^lication  of  newspapers 
devoted  to  Free  Democracy;  in  the  discussion  of  anti-slavery  topics  in  numerous 
independent  papers;  in  the  rapidly  increasing  demand  for  anti-slavery  publica- 
tions, greatly  stimulated  by  the  perusal,  by  so  many  millions,  of  "  Uncle  Tom's 
Cabin"  and  their  ins}»ect;on  of  the  "Key"  to  the  American  Bastile;  in  the  labors, 
pra3"ers,  and  remonstrances  of  our  Canadian  and  British  brethren  ;  in  the  atten- 
tion Y>aid  to  free-labor  sugar  and  cotton;  in  the  beneficial  result*  of  emancipation 
wherever  it  has  been  accompanied  with  appropriate  aids;  in  the  increased  ntmi- 
ber  of  educated  and  talented  persons  of  color ;  and  especially  in  the  power  of 
truth,  which  is  mighty,  and,  with  God's  blessing,  will  prevail. 

10.  Resolved,  Tliat  our  strongholds,  under  God,  arc  the  Bible,  the  divine  charter 
of  civil  and  religious  freedom,  and  the  Constitution  of  the  L'uited  States,  which 
contains  a  recognition  by  our  fathers  of  the  same  princi[)les ;  the  first  teaching 
that  the  Creator  "hath  made  of  one  blood  all  nations  of  men  for  to  dwell  on  all 
the  face  of  the  earth,"  that  He  is  no  respecter  of  persons,  and  that  He  will  break 
the  rod  of  the  oppressor ;  and  the  second  enunciating  tlie  glorious  fact  that  it 
was  formed  to  "  establish  justice,  insure  domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for  the 
common  defense,  promote  the  general  welfare,  and  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty 
to  ourselves  and  our  posterity." 

11.  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  American  patriots  are  due  to  the  champions 
of  freedom  in  both  Houses  of  Congress  for  all  they  have  so  nobly  done  in  detense 
of  the  rights  of  man  and  the  principles  of  true  democracy ;  and  that  their  in- 
trepidity and  jiatriotisin  will  live  in  history  in  striking  contrast  with  the  abject 
and  repreheubiljle  conduct  of  tliose  who  have  gained  political  elevation,  and 
maintained  it,  by  sacrifices  of  self-respect,  the  true  interests  of  the  peoj>le,  and 
the  jiLst  renown  of  their  country. 

12.  Resoh'td,  That  we  trample,  as  we  h.ave  heretofore  done,  upon  the  execrable 
Fugitive  Slave  Bill,  wliich  is  alike  wicked  and  imconstitutional  ;  that  we  refuse 
all  obedience  to  its  requirements,  and  will  do  all  we  consistently  can  to  protect 
and  defend  our  fellow-men  when  arrested  on  the  charge  of  stealing  themselves, 
and  leave  to  public  scorn  and  contempt  Northern  minions  who,  for  the  sake  of 
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political  advancement  or  a  paltrjr  bribe,  seek  to  deprive  men  of  their  inalienable 
righta. 

13.  Resolved,  That  slavery  and  the  slave-trade,  (both  fiir-^itrn  and  <lomestic,) 
having  no  foundation  in  Scripture  or  law,  and  bvirig  unchristian,  inhuman,  and 
piratical,  it  is  manifestly  absurd  and  preposterous  for  the  friends  of  Christianity 
U)  hold  religious  fellowship  with  those  who  are  cuilty  of  such  enormities,  or  for 
the  friendu  of  their  country  to  reco:j;nize  the  validity  of  their  acts  or  practices. 

14  Resolved,  That  the  desperate  efforts  of  European  despots  to  smother  the 
rising  spirit  of  liberty  in  the  Old  World  have  the'r  eoimtcrpart  in  those  of  Ame- 
rican despots  to  quench  the  flame  of  freedom  in  tlie  Xew ;  that  the  struggle  is 
the  same  in  both  hemispheres — revealing  the  course  of  an  under-current  alreadj- 
felt,  and  destined  ere  long  to  defy  controL 

16.  Resolved  That  we  invite  the  active  cooperation  of  the  friends  of  liberty 
in  the  great  work  of  redeeming  th'i  country  from  the  crime  and  infamy  of 
slavery;  especially  do  we  entreat  niinisters  of  the  gospel,  ecclesiastical  bodies, 
members  of  colleges  and  theological  seminaries,  hnme  and  foreign  mi.-'-i'onarits, 
teachers  of  youth,  women  in  every  condition  of  life,  and  all  who  earn  their  bread 
by  the  sweat  of  their  brows,  beseeching  them  to  remember  that  slavery  degrades 
honest  labor,  and  ever  has  been  and  must  be  the  enemy  of  thrift,  purity,  educa- 
tion, republicanism,  and  religion. 

16.  Resolved.  That  it  be  recommended  to  Abolitionists  throughout  the  country' 
to  revive  anti-slavery  effort,  form  Anti-slaverySocietit-sand  Associations,  circulate, 
far  and  wide,  anti-slavery  publication'^,  meet  in  anti-slavery  concerts  of  prayer, 
petition  State  Legislatures  and  thi'  ("onirress  of  the  United  States  for  a  redress  of 
grievances,  vote  only  for  true-hearted  friends  uf  liberty,  and,  in  all  legitimate 
ways,  agitate  the  country,  East  and  West,  Xorth  and  South,  until  the  principles 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  and  the  precepts  of  Christ  shall  be  recog- 
nized and  obeyed,  and  this  nation  be,  wliat  our  forefathers  designed  it  to  be,  an 
asylum  for  the  oppressed  ami  a  beacon-light  for  people  of  all  lands  who  are 
suffering  tmder  tyranny,  and  panting  for  personal,  civil,  and  religious  liberty. 

[Address  by  Rev.  Charles.  B.  Boynton,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  was  omitted 
on  account  of  his  absence  from  unavoidable  causes.] 

The  following  Song,  entitled  "  Prayer  for  the  Slave,"  was  then  sung  by  the 
Assembly,  rising.     Tcne — Hamburg. 

Oh  let  the  pri-oner's  mournful  sighs 

As  incense  in  thy  sight  appear! 
Tluir  humble  wailings  pierce  the  skies. 

If  haply  they  may  feel  thee  near. 

The  captive  exiles  make  their  moans. 

From  sin  impatient  to  be  free; 
Call  home,  call  home  thy  ba.i'shed  ones! 

Lead  captive  their  captivity!  v 

Out  of  the  deep  recrard  their  cries; 

The  fallen  raise,  the  mourners  cheer: 
0  Sun  of  Righteousness,  arise. 

And  scatter  all  their  doubta  and  fear. 

Stand  by  them  in  the  fiery  hour; 

Their  feebleness  of  mind  defend; 
And  in  their  weakness  show  thy  power, 

And  make  them  patient  to  the  end. 

'  Relieve  the  aoills  whose  cross  we  bear. 

For  whom  thy  suffering  mcnibers  mourn  : 
Answer  our  faith's  effectual  prayer. 
And  break  the  yoke  so  meekly  borne! 
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Mr.  Frederick  Douglass  then  addressed  the  audience  as  follows : 

Mb.  Peesidkvt,  Ladies  and  Gentleme.n  :  The  resolution  upon  which  I  propose 
to  make  a  few  remarks,  respects  the  present  condition  and  the  future  prosi>eet8  of 
the  whole  colored  people  of  the  United  Statea  The  subject  is  a  great  one,  and 
opens  ample  scope  for  thought  and  feeUng.  I  feel  a  diffidence  in  undertaking  i\e 
congideration  for  two  causes :  first,  mj'  own  incompetence  to  do  it  justice ;  and  the 
second  is,  the  peeuhar  relation  subsisting  between  me  and  the  audience  I  nm  to 
address.  Sir,  1  am  a  colored  man,  and  this  is  a  white  audience.  No  colored  man, 
with  any  nervous  sensibility,  can  stand  before  an  American  audience  without  an 
intense  and  painful  sense  of  the  immense  disadvantage  under  which  he  lalioi-s. 
He  feels  little  borne  up  by  that  brotherly  sympathy  and  generous  enthusiasm 
which  give  wings  to  the  eloquence  and  strength  to  the  hearts  of  abler  men 
engaged  in  abler  and  more  popular  causes.  The  ground  which  a  colored  man 
occupies  in  this  country  is  ever}'  inch  of  it  stemlv  disputed.  Sir,  were  I  a  white 
man,  speaking  before  and  for  white  men,  I  should  in  this  country  have  smooth 
sea  and  a  fair  wind.  It  is,  perhap?,  creditable  to  the  American  people  (and,  Sir,  ' 
I  am  not  the  man  to  detract  from  their  credit)  that  they  listen  eagerly  to  the 
report  of  wrongs  endured  by  distant  naticns.  Tlie  Hungarian,  the  Italian,  the 
Irishman,  the  Jew  and  the  Gentile,  all  find  in  this  land  a  home,  and  when  any  of 
them  or  all  of  them  desire  to  speak,  they  find  willing  ears,  warm  hearts,  and  oj>en 
hands.  For  these  people  the  Americans  have  principles  of  justice,  maxims  of 
mercy,  sentiments  of  religion,  and  feelings  of  brotherhood  in  abundance.  But 
for  my  poor  people-^ — enslaved,  blasted  and  ruined — it  would  appear  that  America 
had  neither  justice,  mercy,  nor  religion.  She  has  no  scales  in  which  to  weitih  our 
wrongs — she  has  no  standard  by  wliieh  to  measure  our  rights.  Just  here  lies  the 
difficulty  of  my  cause.  It  is  found  in  the  fact  that  we  may  not  avail  ourselves 
of  admitted  American  principles.  If  I  do  not  misinterpret  the  feelings  of  my 
white  fellow-countrymen  generally,  they  wish  us  to  understand  distinctly  and  fully 
that  they  wish  most  of  all  to  have  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  us,  unless  it  ma}-  be 
to  coin  dollars  out  of  our  blood.  Our  position  here  is  anomalous,  unequal,  and 
extraordinary.  It  is  a  position  to  which  the  most  courageous  of  us  cannot  look 
without  deep  concern.  We  are,  Sir,  a  hopeful  people,  and  in  this  we  are  fortu- 
nate ;  but  for  this  we  should  have  long  before  the  present  seemingly  unpropitious 
hour  sunk  down  under  a  sense  of  despair.  Look  at  it,  Sir.  Here,  upon  the  soil 
of  our  birth,  in  a  country  which  has  known  us  for  centuries,  among  a  peoj)le  who 
did  not  wait  for  us  to  seek  them,  but  a  people  who  sought  us,  and  who  brought 
us  to  their  own  chosen  land — a  people  for  whom  we  have  performed  the  humblest 
services,  and  whose  greatest  comforts  and  luxuries  have  been  won  from  the  earth 
by  the  strength  of  our  Bal)le  and  sinewj'  arms — I  say.  Sir,  among  such  a  people, 
and  with  such  recommendations  to  favor,  we  are  esteemed  less  than  strangers  and 
sojourner.s.  Aliens  are  we  in  our  native  land.  The  fundamental  principles  of 
the  republic,  to  which  the  humblest  white  man,  whether  born  here  or  elsewhere, 
may  ajipeal,  with  confidence  in  the  hope  of  awakening  a  favorable  response,  are 
held  to  be  ina[ij>licable  to  us.  The  glorious  doctrines  of  your  revolutionary 
fathers,  and  the  still  more  glorious  teachings  of  the  Son  of  God,  are  construed  and 
applied  again.'-t  us.  We  are  literally  scourged  beyond  the  beneficent  range  of 
both  authorities  human  and  divine.  We  plead  for  our  rights  in  the  name  of  the 
immortal  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  of  the  Constitution,  and  we  are 
answered  by  our  countrj'men  with  imprecations  and  curses.  In  the  sacred  name 
of  Jesus  we  beg  for  mercy,  and  the  slave-whip,  red  with  blood,  cracks  over  us  in 
mockery.  We  invoke  the  aid  of  the  ministers  of  Him  who  came  to  preach 
deliverance  to  the  captives,  and  to  set  at  liberty  tiiem  that  are  bound  ;  and  from 
the  loftiest  summits  of  this  ministry  comes  the  inliunian  and  blasphemous  resjxinse, 
that  if  one  prayer  would  move  the  Almighty  arm  in  mere}-  to  break  our  galling 
chains,  that  [)rayer  would  be  withheld  We  crj-  for  help  to  humanity,  a  common 
humanity,  and  here  too  we  are  repulsed.  American  humanity  hates  us,  scorns 
us,  disowns  and  denies  our  personality.  Tlie  outspread  wing  of  American 
Christianity — a]>parently  broad  enough  to  give  shelter  to  a  perishing  world — 
refuses  to  cover  us.  To  us  its  bones  are  brass  and  its  feathers  iron.  In  running 
thither  for  shelter  and  succor,  we  have  only  fled  from  the  hungry  bloodhound  to 
the  devouring  wolf — from  a  corrupt  and  selfish  world  to  a  hollow  and  hypocritical 
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Church ;   ami  may  I  not  add,  from  the  agonies  of  earth  to  the  darnea  of  ho\l ! 
Sir,  this  is  strong  language.     For  the  sake  of  iny  people,  I  would  t..  f;od  it  Wf-re 
extraviigantly  strong.     But,  Sir,  I  fear  our  fault  here  to-day  will  n.>t  l>e  that  wo 
have  pleaded  the  cause  of  the  slave  too  vehemently,  but  tt>o  •xuioly;  that  we 
have  not  contemplated  his  wrongs  with  too  much  excitemeut,  hn:  with  unnatural 
calmnt'^  and  composure.     For  my  part,  I  cannot  speak  as  I  Uvl  on  this  suLjoet. 
My  language,  though  never  so  bitter,  is  less  bitter  than  my  expvrioiice.     At  b.-st, 
my  poor  speech  is,  to  the  facts  in  the  case,  but  as  the  shadow  to  the  substance. 
Sir,  it  is  known  to  you,  and  to  many  who  hear  me,  that  I  am  alike  familiar  with 
the  wliip  and  chain  of  slavery,  and  the  lash  and  sting  of  public  neglect  and 
scorn ;  that  my  back  is  marked  with  the  one,  and  my  soul  is  fretted  with  the 
other.     My  neck  is  galled  by  both  yokes — that  imposed  by  one  master,  and  that 
imposed  by  many  masters.     More  than  twenty  years  of  my  life  were  passed  in 
slavery,  and  nearly  fifteen  years  have  been  passed  in  nominal  freedom.     Mine 
has  been  the  experience  of  the  colored  people  of  America,  both  slave  and  free. 
I  was  born  a  slave.    Even  before  I  made  part  of  this  breathing  world,  the  scourge 
was  plaited  for  my  back,  and  the  fetters  were  forged  for  my  limbs.     My  earliest 
recollections  are  associated  with  the  appalling  thought  that  I  was  a  slave — a 
slave  for  life.     How  that  crushing  thought  wrung  ray  young  heart  I  shaU  never 
be  able  fully  to  tell.     But  of  some  things  I  can  tell — some  things  which  are 
incident  to  the  free  and  to  the  slave  people  of  this  country.     Give  me  leave, 
then,  in  my  own  language  ,o  speak  freely  all  that  can  be  uttered  of  the  thoughts 
of  my  heart  in  regard  to  the  wrongs  of  the  people  with  whom  I  thus  stand  asso- 
ciated in  the  two  conditions  to  which  I  have  thus  alluded ;  for  when  I  have  said 
all,  "the  half  will  not  then  have  been  told."   Sir,  it  was  once  said  by  that  greatest 
of  modern  Irish  orators,  Daniel  O'Connell,  (a  man  whose  patriot  i.'ira  was  equalled 
only  by  his  love  of  universal  freedom,)  that  the  history  of  the  Irish  people  might 
be  traced  like  a  wounded  man  through  a  crowd,  by  the  blood.     That  is  a  most 
startling  saying.     I  read  it  with  a  shudder  soon  after  it  was  said,  and  felt,  if  this 
were  true  in  relation  to  the  Irish  people,  it  was  still  more  true  in  relation  to  the 
colored  people  of  the  United  States.     Our  wrongs  and  outrages  are  as  old  as  our 
country.     They  date  back  to  its  earliest  settlement,  and  extend  through  two 
hundred  and  thirty  years,  and  they  are  as  numerous  and  as  oft-repeated  as  the 
days  of  all  those  years.     Even  now,  while  I  speak  and  yoti  listen,  the  work  of 
blood  and  sorrow  goes  on.     Methinks  I  hear  the  noise  of  chains  and  the  clang 
of  the  whip.     There  is  not  a  day,  not  an  hour  in  any  day,  not  a  minnte  in  any 
hour  of  the  day,  that  the  blood  of  my  people  does  not  gush  forth  at  the  call  of 
the  scourge  ;  that  the  tenderest  tics  of  humanity  are  not  sundered ;  that  parents 
are  not  torn  from  children,  and  husbands  from  their  wives,  for  the  convenience 
of  those  who  gain  fortunes  by  the  blood  of  their  souls.     But  I  do  not  propose  to 
confine  your  attention  to  tlie  details  of  slavery.   They  are  harrowing  to  think  of, 
and  too  shocking  to  fix  the  mind  upon  for  any  length  of  time.     I  rather  wish  to 
speak  of  the  condition  of  the  colored  people  of  the  United  States  generally. 
This  people,  free  and  slave,  are  rapidly  fillmg  up  the  number  of  four  millions. 
They  are  becoming  a  nation,  in  the  midst  of  a  nation  which  lUsowns  them,  and 
for  weal  or  for  woe  this  nation  is  united.     The  distinction  between  the  slave  and 
the  free  is  not  great,  and  their  destiny  seems  one  and  the-tjame.     The  black  man 
is  linked  to  his  brother  by  indissoluble  tics.     Tlie  one  cannot  be  truly  free  while 
the  other  is  a  slave.    The  free  colored  man  is  reminded  by  the  ten  thousand^etty 
annoyances  with  which  he  meets  of  his  identity  with  an  enslaved  people,  and 
that  with  them  he  is  destined  to  fall  or  flourish.     "We  are  one  nation,  then.     If 
not  one  in  immediate  condition,  at  least  one  in  prospects.     I  will  not  argue  that 
we  are  men  of  like  passions  with  the  rest  of  mankind:  that  is  unnecessary.     All 
know  at  any  rate  that  we  are  capable  at  least  of  love  and  hate,  friendship  and 
enmity.    But  whatever  character  or  capacity  you  ascribe  to  ua,  I  am  not  ashamed 
to  be  numbered  with  this  race.     I  am  not  ashamed  to  speak  here  as  a  negro. 
Sir,  I   utterly  abhor  and  spurn  with  all  the  contempt  possible  that  cowardly 
meanness  (I  will  not  call  it  pride)  which  leads  any  colored  man  to  repudiate  his 
connection  with  his  race.     I  cannot  say,  therefore,  as  was  said  recently  by  a  «lis- 
tinguished  colored  man  at  a  Convention  in  Cincinnati,  that  "he  did  not  si)t-ak  aa 
a  colored  man,"  for,  Sir,  as  a  colored  man  I  do  speak;  as  a  colored  man  I  was 
invited  here  to  speak;  and  as  a  colored  man  there  are  peculiar  reasons  for  my 
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speaking.  The  man  etrnck  is  the  man  to  cry  out.  I  -wonld  place  myself— nav,  I 
Sm  placed  amorfg  the  victims  of  American  oppression.  I  view  tliis  eubject  from 
their  stand-point,  and  scan  the  moral  and  political  horizon  of  the  country  with 
their  hopes,  their  fears,  and  their  intense  solicitude-  Standing  here,  then,  and 
judging  from  the  events  and  indications  of  the  past  few  years,  the  black  man 
must  see  that  a  crisis  has  arrived  in  his  relations  with  the  American  people.  He 
is  reminded  that  trials  and  hardships  await  him;  that  the  times  are  portentous 
of  storms  which  will  try  the  strength  of  his  bark.  Sir,  it  is  evident  that  there  is 
in  this  country  a  purely  slavery  party  ;  a  party  which  exists  for  no  other  earthly 
purpose  but  to  promote  the  interests  of  slaveVy.  The  presence  of  this  party  is 
felt  every  where  in  the  republic.  It  is  known  by  no  particular  name,  and  has 
assumed  no  definite  shape,  but  its  branches  reach  far  and  wide  in  the  Church  and 
in  the  State.  This  shapeless  and  nameless  party  is  not  intangible  in  other  and 
more  import.ant  respects.  That  party,  Sir,  na?  determined  upon  a  fixed,  definite, 
and  comprt^liensive  policv  towards  the  whole  colored  popiilation  of  the  United 
States.  What  that  policy  is,  it  becomes  us  as  Abolitionists,  and  especially  does  it 
become  the  colored  people  themselves  to  consider  and  understand  full}'.  "VTe 
ought  to  know  who  our  enemies  are,  where  they  are,  and  what  are  their  objects 
and  measures.  Well,  Sir,  here  is  my  version  of  it;  not  original  with  me,  but  mine 
because  I  hold  it  to  be  true.  I  understand  this  policy  to  comprehend  five  cardinal 
objects.  They  are  these:  1st  The  complete  suppression  of  all  anti-slavery  dis- 
cussion; •2d.  Tlie  expatriation  of  the  entire  free  people  of  color  from  the  United 
States ;  3d.  The  unending  perpetuation  of  slavery  in  this  republic ;  4th.  The 
nationalization  of  slaveiy  to  the  extent  of  making  slavery  respected  in  every 
State  of  the  Union ;  5th.  The  extension  of  slavery  over  Mexico  and  the  entire 
South  American  States.  Sir,  these  objects  are  forcibly  presented  to  us  in  the 
stern*  logic  of  passing  events — in  the  fact^  which  are  and  have  been  passing 
around  us  during  the  last  tliree  years.  The  country  has  been  and  is  now 
dividing  on  these  grand  issues.  In  their  magnitude  these  issues  cast  all  others 
into  the  shade,  depriving  them  of  all  life  and  vitalitj'.  Old  party  lines  are 
broken.  Like  is  finding  its  like  on  either  side  of  these  great  issues,  and  the 
great  battle  is  at  hand.  For  the  present,  tl)e  best  representative  of  the  slavery 
party  in  politics  is  the  Democratic  party.  Its  great  head  for  the  present  is  Presi- 
dent Pierce,  whose  boast  it  is  that  his  whole  life  has  been  eonsiste^nt  with  the 
interests  of  slavery;  that  he  is  above  reproach  on  that  score  In  his  inaugural 
address  he  reassures  the  Soutli  on  this  point.  The  head  of  the  slave  power  being 
in  power,  it  is  natural  that  the  pro-slave^^■  elements  should  cluster  around  the 
Administration,  and  tliis  is  rapidly  being  done.  A  fraternization  is  going  on. 
Tlie  strintzent  Protectionists  and  the  Free  Traders  strike  hands.  The  sup- 
porters of  Fillmore  are  becoming  the  supporters  of  Pierce.  The  Silver  Gray 
Whig  shakes  hands  with  the  Hunker  Democrat,  the  former  only  differing  from 
the  latter  in  name.  They  are  of  one  heart,  one  mind,  and  the  union  is  natural, 
and  perhaps  inevitable.  Both  hate  negroes,  both  hate  progress,  both  hate  the 
"Higher  Law,"  both  hate  Wm.  H.  Seward,  both  hate  tlie  Free  Democratic  party, 
and  upon  these  hateful  bases  they  are  forming  a  union  of  hatred.  "Pilate  and 
Herod  are  thus  made  friends."  Even  the  central  organ  of  the  Whig  party  is 
extending  its  beggar-hand  for  a  morsel  from  the  table  of  Slavery  Democracy ; 
and  when  spurned  from  the  feast  by  the  more  deser\'ing,  it  pockets  the  insult ; 
when  kicked  on  one  side,  it  turns  the  other,  and  perseveres  in  its  importunities. 
The  fact  is,  that  paper  com[irehends  the  demands  of  the  times.  It  understands 
the  age  and  its  issues.  It  wisely  sees  that  slavery  and  freedom  are  the  great 
antagonistic  forces  in  the  country,  and  it  goes  to  its  own  side.  Silver  Grays  and 
Hunkers  all  understand  this.  -  They  are,  therefore,  rapidl}'  sinking  all  other 
questions  to  nothing,  compared  with  the  increasing  demands  of  slavery.  They 
are  collecting,  arrantring,  and  consolidating  their  forces  for  the  accomplishment 
of  their  appointed  work.  The  keystone  to  the  arch  of  this  grand  union  of  the 
slavery  party  of  the  Unitt-d  States  is  tlie  Compromise  of  185li.  In  tliat  Com- 
promise we  have  all  the  objects  of  our  slaveholding  policy  specified.  It  is,  Sir, 
favorable  to  this  view  r^f  the  designs  of  the  slave  power  that  both  tlie  Whig  and 
the  Democratic  part\-  bent  lower,  sunk  deeper,  and  strained  harder  in  tin  ir  con- 
ventions, preparatory  to  the  late  ])residential  election,  to  meet  tlie  demands  of 
the  slavery  party  than  at  any  previous  time  in  their  history.     Isever  did  jiarties 
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oome  bof>rc  the  Northern  people  with  propositions  of  such  undisijulsed  contempt 
for  th<!  moral  sentiment  and  the  religious  iJeas  of  that  people.  "  Thej  virtually 
aske.l  tli.-m  to  unite  in  a  war  upon  free  spoecli,  upon  conscience,  and  to  .irive 
the  Aliiiiirhty  Presence  from  the  councils  of  the  nation.  Resting  tlieir  platforms 
upon  the  Fugitive  Slave  Bill,  they  boldly  asked  the  people  for  political  power  to 
execute  the  horrible  and  hell-black  provisions  of  that  bill.  The  history  of  that 
election  reveals  with  great  clearness  the  extent  to  which  slavery  has"  shot  its 
leprous  distilraent  through  the  life-blood  of  the  nation.  Tlie  party  most  tho- 
roughly opposed  to  the  cause  of  justice  and  humanity  triumphe.i,  while  the  party 
suspected  of  a  leaning  towards  liberty  Wiia  overwhelmingly  defeated— some  say, 
annihilated.  But  here  is  a  still  more  important  fact,  illustratino-  the  designs  of 
the  slave  power.  It  is  a  fact  full  of  meaning,  that  no  sooner  .liifthis  Democratic 
leading  party  come  into  power  than  a  system  of  legislation  was  preseated  to  thv 
Legislatures  of  the  Xorthern  States  designed  to  put  the  States  in  harmony  with 
the  l-ugitive  Slave  Law,  and  the  mali-nant  bearing  of  the  National  Gover'nment 
towards  the  colored  inhabitants  of  the  country.  This  whole  movement  on  the 
part  of  the  States  bears  the  evidence  of  having  one  origin,  emanatin^:'  from  one 
head,  and  urged  forward  by  one  power.  It  was  simultaneous,  unif.rm,  and 
general,  and  looked  to  one  end.  It  was  intended  to  put  thorns  under  feet 
a  ready  bleeding,  to  crush  a  people  already  bowed  down,  to  enslave  a  people 
already  but  halt  free.  In  a  word,  it  was  intended  to  discourage,  dishearten,  and 
drive  the  free  colored  people  out  of  the  country.  In  looking  at  the  rer^ent  Black 
Law  of  Illinois,  one  is  struck  with  its  enormity.  It  would  seem  that  the  men  who 
enacted  that  law  had  not  only  banished  froin  their  m^nds  all  sense  of  justice  but 
aU  sense  of  shame.  It  coolly  proposes  to  sell  the  bodies  and  souls  of  the  blacks 
to  increase  the  intelligence  and  refinement  of  the  whites;  to  rob  everv  black 
stranger  who  ventures  among  them  to  increase  their  literary  fund.  While  this 
13  going  on  in  the  St.itcs,  a  pro-slavery  Political  Board  of  Health  is  established  at 
VVashington.  Senators  Ilale,  Chase  and  Sumner  are  robbed  of  a  part  of  their 
senatorial  dignity  and  consequence,  as  representing  sovereign  States,  because 
they  have  refused  to  be  inoculated  with  the  slavery  virus.  Among  the  services 
which  a  Senator  is  expected  by  his  State  to  perform  a"re  many  that  can  only  be  done 
ethciently  by  Coinmitlees ;  and  in  saying  to  the<e  honorable^Senators,  You  shall  not 
serve  on  the  Committees  of  this  body,  the  slavery  party  took  the  responsibility 
of  robbing  an.l  insulting  the  States  that  sent  them.  It  is  an  attempt  at  Wash- 
ington to  decide  for  the  States  who  shall  be  sent  to  the  Senate.  Sir,  it  strikes  me 
that  this  aggression  on  the  part  of  the  slave  power  did  not  meet  at  the  hands  of 
the  proscribed  Senators  the  rebuke  which  we  had  a  right  to  expect  would  be 
administered.  It  -^ 'ems  to  me  that  an  opportunity  was  lost;  that  the  great 
principles  of  senatorial  equality  were  left  undefended  at  a  time  when  its  vindi- 
cation was  sternly  demanded.  But  it  is  not  to  the  purpose  of  my  present  state- 
mentto  criticise  the  conduct  of  our  friends.  I  am  persuaded  that  much  ought  to 
be  left  to  the  <liscrerion  of  anti-slavery  men  in  Congress,  and  charges  of  recreancy 
should  never  be  made  but  on  the  most  sufficient  grounds.  For,  of  all  the  place's 
in  the  world  where  an  anti  slavery  man  needs  the  confidence  and  encouragement 
of  friends  I  take  Washington  to  be  that  place.  Let  me  now  call  attention  to  the 
social  intluences  which  are  operating  and  cociperating  with  the  slavery  party  of 
the  country,  designed  to  contribute  to  one  or  all  of  the  grand  objects  aimed  at 
by  that  party.  We  see  here  the  black  man  attacked  in  his  vital  int^est.o. 
Prejudice  and  hate  are  excited  agains^.  him.  Enmity  is  stirred  up  between  liim 
and  other  laborers.  The  Irish  people,  warm-hearted,  generous,  and  sympathizing 
with  the  oppressed  every  where  when  they  stand  on  their  own  green  island,  arc 
instantly  taught  on  arriving  in  this  Christian  country  to  hate  and  despise  the 
colored  people.  They  are  taught  to  believe  that  we  eat  the  bread  which  of  right 
belongs  to  them.  The  cruel  lie  is  told  the  Irish  that  our  adversity  is  essential  to 
their  prosperity.  Sir,  the  Irish  American  will  find  out  his  mistake  one  day.  He  will 
find  that  in  assuming  our  avocation  he  also  has  assumed  our  df^!£ra<l.ation.  B'l'  ''^r 
the  present  we  are  the  sufferers.  The  old  employments  by  which  we  have  heretofore 
gained  our  livelihood  are  gradually," and  it  may  be  inevitably,  passing  into  other 
hands.  Every  hour  sees  us  elbowed  out  of  some  employment,  to  make  room  [p-rhaj)* 
for  some  newly-arrived  immigrants,  whose  hunger  and  colorare  thought  to  gi  •>■■■  them 
a  title  to  especial  favor.     White  men  are  becoming  house-servants,  cooks  and 


APPENDIX.  187 

ste-wards,  common  laborers  and  flunkeys  to  our  gentry,  and  for  aught  that  I  see, 
they  adjust  themselves  to  their  stations  with  a  becoming  obsequiousness.  This 
fact  proves  that  if  we  cannot  rise  to  the  whites,  the  whites  can  fall  to  us.  Now,  Sir, 
look  once  more.  'NVhile  the  colored  people  are  thus  elbowed  out  of  emj^lovment ; 
while  the  enmity  of  immigrants  is  being  excited  against  us ;  while  State  after  State 
enacts  laws  against  us;  while  we  are  hunted  down  like  wild  game,  and  oppressed 
with  a  general  feeling  of  insecurity,  the  American  Colonization  Society — that  old 
ofiFender  against  the  best  intcreste,  and  slanderer  of  the  colored  people — awakens 
to  new  life,  and  vigorouslj-  presses  its  scheme  upon  the  consideration  of  the 
people  and  the  Government.  New  papers  are  started  ;  some  for  the  North  and 
some  for  the  South,  and  each  in  its  tone  adapting  itself  to  its  latitude.  Govern- 
ment^ State  and  National,  Ls  called  uj>on  for  apf>roj>riations  to  enable  the  Society 
to  send  us  out  of  the  country  by  steam.  They  want  steamers  to  carry  letters 
and  negrots  to  Africa  Evidently  this  Society  looks  upon  our  "extremity  as  its 
opportunity,"  and  we  may  expect  that  it  will  use  the  occasion  well  It  does 
not  deplore,  but  glories  iu  our  mi.-fortunes.  But,  Sir,  I  must  hasten.  I  have 
thus  briefly  given  my  view  of  one  aspect  of  the  present  condition  and  future 
prospects  of  the  colored  people  of  the  L'nited  States.  And  what  I  have  said  is 
far  from  encouraging  to  my  afflicted  people.  I  have  seen  the  cloud  gather  up>ou 
the  sable  brows  of  some  who  hear  me.  I  confess  the  case  looks  black  enough. 
Sir,  I  am  not  a  hopeful  man.  I  think  I  am  apt  even  to  under  calculate  the 
benefits  of  the  future.  Yet,  Sir,  in  this  seemingly  desperate  case,  I  do  not 
despair  for  my  people.  There  is  a  bright  side  to  almost  every  picture  of  this 
kind,  and  ours  is  no  exception  to  the  g'-neral  rule.  If  tJie  influences  against  us 
are  strong,  those  for  us  art-  also  strong.  To  the  inquiry,  "Will  our  enemies  prevail 
in  the  exec\ition  of  their  designs?  in  riiv  God  and  in  mv  soul  I  believe  they  will 
r)M.  Let  us  look  at  the  fir.-t  object  souj-ii".  for  by  the  slavery  jiai  ty  of  the  country, 
viz.,  the  su))pretsion  of  anti-slavery  dLsi-r.ibtiion.  They  desire  to  supj^re^s  discussion 
on  this  subject,  with  a  view  to  the  p.-ai'.n  of  the  slaveholder  and  the  security  of 
slavery.  Now,  Sir,  neither  the  principal  niorthe  subordinate  objects  here  declared 
can  be  all  gained  by  the  slave  power,  &-.\ti  for  this  reason:  It  involves  the  j)ropo- 
sition  to  padlock  the  lips  of  the  whites,  la  order  to  secure  the  fetters  on  the  limbs 
of  the  blacks.  Tlic  right  of  speech,  prt-'cious  and  priceless,  cannot,  will  not  be 
surrendered  to  slavery.  Its  supprea-nn  is  a.«ked  for,  as  I  have  said,  to  give 
peace  and  security  to  slaveholders.  Sir,  that  thing  cannot  be  done.  God  has 
interposed  an  iusiperable  obstacle  to  anj  such  result  "Tliere  can  be  no  peace, 
saith  my  God,  to  the  wicked."  SupfK)>«  it  were  possible  to  j>ut  down  this  dis- 
cuss-on, what  would  it  avail  the  guiltv  iiiuveholder,  pillowed  ns  he  is  ujion  the 
heaving  bosoms  of  ruined  souls?  He  coriud  not  have  a  peaceful  spirit.  If  every 
anti-slavery  tongue  in  the  nation  were  fiilent;  every  anti-slavery  organization 
dissolved;  ever}'  anti-slavery  press  deiaolished;  every  anti  slavery  periodical, 
paper,  book,  tract,  pamj)hlet  or  what  no:  "were  searched  out,  gathered  together, 
deliberately  burnt  to  ashes,  and  their  ashes  given  to  the  four  winds  of  heaven, 
still,  still  the  slaveholder  could  have  '''^no  peace."  In  everv  pulsation  of  liis  heart, 
in  every  throb  of  liis  life,  in  every  glance  of  his  eye,  in  the  breez*^  that  soothes 
and  in -the  thunder  that  startles,  would  be  waked  up  an  accuser  whose  language 
is,  "Thou  art  veiily  guilty  concerning  thy  brother."  Oh'  Sir,  I  can  say  with 
the  poet  Cowper — and  I  speak  from  observation — 

"  I  would  not  have  a  slave  to  till  my  gronad." 

Again :  The  prospect.  Sir,  of  putting  down  this  discussion  is  any  thing  but  flut- 
tering at  the  present  moment.  I  am  unable  to  detect  any  sign-  of  the  sujijiression 
of  this  discussion.  I  certainly  do  not  see  it  in  this  crowded  a;-»emblv,  nor  upon 
this  platform,  nor  do  I  see  it  in  any  direction.  Why,  Sir,  look  all  over  the  North  ; 
look  South,  look  at  home,  look  abroad!  Look  at  tlie  whole  civilized  world! 
And  what  are  all  thi.s  vast  multitude  doing  at  this  moment?  Why,  Sir,  they-  are 
reading  "Uncle Tom's  C.^bin  ;"  and  when  they  have  read  that,  (hev  will  probaldy 
read  "The  Kev  xoUNcr.E  Tom's  Cabi.v" — a  key  not  only  to  the  catifn,  but  I  believe 
to  the  slave's  darkest  dungeon.  A  nation's  hand,  with  that  "Kev,"  will  unlock 
thp  slave-pri-on  to  million.^.  Tlien  look  at  the  authoress  of  "  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin." 
Tliere  is  nothing  in  her  reception  abroad  which  indicates  a  declension  of  interest 
in  the  great  subject  which  y-he  has  done  so  much  to  unfold  and  illustrate.  Tlie 
sending  of  a  princess  on  the  shores  of  England  wotild  not  have  produced  the 
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game  sensation.  I  take  it,  then,  that  the  slavery  party  -will  find  this  item  of  their 
protrramrae  the  most  difficult  of  exooution,  since  it  is  the  voice  of  all  expor-once 
that  opposition  to  agitation  is  the  most  successful  method  of  promoting  it  Xon 
•will  write.  Men  will  read.  Men  will  think.  Men  will  feel.  And  the  result  of 
all  this  is,  meu  will  speak.  And  it  were  as  well  to  chain  the  lii^htniii;;  as  to 
repress  the  moral  convictions  and  humane  promptings  of  enlightened  human 
nature.  Herein,  Sir,  is  our  hope.  Slavery  cannot  bear  discussion.  It  is  a  nutter 
of  darkness ;  and  as  Junius  said  of  the  character  of  Lord  Granby,  "  it  can  only 
pass  without  censure,  as  it  passes  without  observation."  The  second  oanlin.-il 
object  of  this  party,  viz.:  The  expatriation  of  the  free  colored  people  of  the 
United  States,  is  a  very  desirable  one  to  our  enemies;  and  we  read,  in  the  vigor- 
ous efforts  making  to  accomplish  it,  an  acknowledgment  of  our  manhood,  and  the 
danger  to  slavery  arising  out  of  our  presence.  Despite  the  tremendous  pressure 
brought  to  bear  against  us,  the  colored  people  are  gradually  increasing  in  wealth, 
in  intelligence,  and  in  respectability.  Here  is  the  secret  of  the  Colonization 
scheme.  It  is  easily  seen  that  just  in  proportion  to  the  intelligence  and  resn,  sta- 
bility of  the  free  colored  race  at  the  North  is  their  power  to  endanger  the  stability 
of  slavery.  Hence  the  desire  to  get  rid  of  us.  But,  Sir,  the  desire  is  not  niorcly 
to  get  us  out  of  this  country,  but  to  eet  us  at  a  convenient  and  harmle:=3  distance 
from  slavery.  And  here,  Sir,  I  think  I  can  speak  as  if  by  authority  for  the  free 
colored  people  of  the  United  States.  The  people  of  this  republic  may  emnmit 
the  audacious  and  high-handed  atrocity  of  driving  ua  out  of  the  limits  of  their 
borders.  They  may  virtually  confiscate  our  property;  they  may  invade  our  civil 
and  personal  liberty,  and  render  our  lives  intolerable  burdens,  so  that  we  m;»y  le 
induced  to  leave  tne  United  States ;  but  to  compel  us  to  go  to  Africa  is  quite 
another  thing.  Thank  God,  the  alt'^rnative  's  not  quite  so  desperate  ns  that  we 
must  be  slaves  here,  or  go  to  the  pestilential  shores  of  Africa.  Other  and  more 
desirable  lands  are  open  to  us.  We  can  plant  ourselves  at  the  very  portals  of 
slavery.  We  can  hover  about  the  (Tulf  of  Mexico.  Nearly  all  the  isles  of  the 
Caribbean  Seas  bid  us  welcome ;  while  the  broad  and  fertile  valleys  of  British 
Guiana,  under  the  sway  of  the  emancipating  Queen,  invite  us  to  their  treasures, 
and  to  nationality.  With  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  on  the  South,  and  Canada  on  the 
North,  we  may  still  keep  within  hearing  of  the  wails  of  our  enslaved  people  in 
the  United  States.  From  the  isles  of  the  sea  and  from  the  mountain-tops  of 
South  America  we  can  watch  the  meandering  destiny  of  those  we  have  left 
behind.  Americans  should  remember  that  there  are  already  on  this  continent, 
and  in  the  adjacent  islands,  all  of  12,370,000  negroes,  who  only  wait  for  the  life- 
giving  and  organizing  power  of  intelligence  to  mould  them  mto  one  bodv,  and 
into  a  powerful  nation.  The  following  estimate  of  our  numbers  and  localities  is 
taken  from  one  of  the  able  reports  of  the  British  and  Foreign  .\nti-slavery 
Society,  carefully  drawn  up  by  its  former  Secretary,  John  Scoble,  Esq. : 

Dutch  Colonies,  -  50,000 

Danish  Colonies,  -  45,000 

Mexico,    -         -  -  70,000 

Canada,  -         -  -  SS.OOQ 


United  States,  -  3,650,000 

Brazil,    -         -  -  4,050,000 

Spanish  Colonies,  -  1,470,000 
S.  American  Republics,  1,130,000 

British  Colonies,  -  750,000 

Havti,     -         -  -  850,000 

Fre'^nch  Colonies,  -  270,000 


Total,       12,370,000 


Now,  Sir,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  slavery  party  will  gain  little  by  driving  us 
out  of  this  country,  unless  it  drives  us  off  this  continent  and  the  adjacent  l^ods. 
It  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  after  all  of  little  advant^e  to  slavery  to  have 
the  intelligence  and  energy  of  the  free  colored  people  all  concentrated  in  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico.  Sir,  I  am  not  for  going  any  whera  I  am  for  staying  precisely 
where  I  am,  in  the  land  of  my  birth.  But,  Sir,  if  I  must  go  from  this  country ; 
if  it  is  impossible  to  stay  here,  I  am  then  for  doing  the  next  best,  and  that  will 
be  to  go  wherever  I  can  hope  to  be  of  most  service  to  the  colored  people  of  the 
United  States.  Americans,  there  is  a  meaning  in  those  figures  I  have  read. 
God  does  not  permit  twelve  millions  of  his  creatures  to  live  without  the  notice 
of  his  eye.  That  this  vast  people  are  tending  to  one  point  on  this  contiiiont  is 
not  without  siCTificance.  All  things  are  possible  with  (Sod.  Let  not  the  colored 
man  despair,  then.    Let  him  remember  that  a  home,  a  country,  a  nationality,  are 
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all  attainable  this  side  of  Liberia.  But  for  the  present  the  colored  people  should 
stay  just  where  tht y  are,  unkss  where  they  are  compelled  to  leave.  I  have  faith 
left  yet  in  the  -wisdom  and  justice  of  the  country,  and  it  ma}-  be  that  there  are 
enough  left  of  these  to  savt-  the  nation.  But  there  is  a  third  object  sought  by 
the  slavery  party,  namely,  to  render  slavery  a  j>ermanent  syttem  in  this  republic, 
and  to  make  the'relation  of  master  and  slave  reppected  in  everj-  State  in  tlie  L  nion. 
Neither  part  of  this  object  can  be  accomplished.  Slaver}-  has  no  means  within 
itself  of  perpetuation  or  permanence.  Il  is  a  huge  lie.  It  is  of  the  Devil,  and 
will  go  to  its  jdace.  It  is  against  nature,  against  progresf,  against  improvement, 
and  against  the  government  of  God.  It  cannot  stand.  It  lias  an  enemy  in  every 
bar  of  railroad  iron,  in  every  electric  wire,  in  every  imyirovennent  in  navigation, 
in  the  growing  intercourse  of  nations,  in  cheap  postage,  in  the  relaxation  of  tariifs, 
in  common  schools,  in  the  progress  of  education,  the  6j>read  of  knowledge,  in  the 
steam  engine,  and  in  the  World's  Fair,  now  about  to  assemble  in  >'ew-York,  and 
in  ever}-  thing  that  will  be  exhibited  there.  About  making  slavery  respectable  in 
the  North,  laws  have  been  made  to  accomplish  just  that  thing;  the  law  of  '50, 
and  the  law  of  '93.  And  those  laws,  instead  of  getting  respect  fur  slavery,  have 
begot  distrust  and  abhorrence.  Congress  might  pass  slave-laws  every  dav  in  the 
year  for  all  time,  if  each  one  should  be  followed  by  such  publications  as"  Uncle 
Tom"  and  the  "Key."  It  is  not  in  the  power  of  human  law  to  make  men  entirely 
forget  that  the  slave  is  a  man.  The  freemen  of  the  North  can  never  be  brought 
to  look  with  the  same  feelings  upon  a  man  escaping  from  his  claimants  a.-  upon  a 
horse  running  from  his  owner.  The  slave  is  a  man,  and  no  sluvt.  Now,  Sir, 
I  had  more  to  say  on  the  encouraging  aspects  of  tlie  times,  but  the  time  fails  mc. 
I  will  only  say,  in  concluirion,  greater  is  He  that  is  for  us  than  th-y  that  are 
against  us;  and  though  labor  and  peril  beset  the  Anti-slaverj-  movtuicntr,  so  sure 
as  that  a  God  of  mercy  and  justice  is  enthroned  above  all  created  thing.-,  so  sure 
will  that  cause  gloriously  triumph.     [Great  applause] 

At  the  conclusion  of  this  able  and  interesting  address,  which  was  listened 
to  with  undiminished  interest  from  the  beginning  to  its  close,  the  following 
song  was  sung  by  the  vast  audience,  rising. 

OUR  COUNTRYMEN. 
Tune — "  From  Greenland's  ley  Mountains." 

Our  countrymen  are  dying 

Beneath  their  cankering  chains; 
Full  many  a  heart  is  sighing 

TVhere  naught  but  slavery  reigne  ; 
No  note  of  joy  and  gladness. 

No  voice  with  freedom's  lay 
Falls  on  them  in  their  sadness 

To  wipe  those  tears  away. 

"Where  proud  Potomac  dashes 

Along  ite  northern  strand. 
Where  Rappahannock  lashes 

Virginia's  sparkhng  sand ; 
Where  Eutaw,  famed  in  story, 

Flows  ewifl  to  Santee's  stream, 
There,  there,  in  grief  and  gorj-, 

Tlie  pining  slave  is  seen. 

And  shall  New-England's  daughters, 

Descendants  of  the  free, 
Beside  whose  far  famed  waters 

Is  heard  sweet  minstrelsy — 
Shall  they,  when  hearts  are  breaking, 

And  woman  wee[>3  in  woe, 
Shfil!  they,  all  listless  waiting, 

No  hearts  of  pity  show  ? 
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No!  let  the  shout  for  freedom 

Ring  out  a  certain  peal ; 
Let  fiire  and  youthful  maiden. 

All  who  have  hearts  to  feel. 
Awake !  and  with  the  blessing 

Of  Him  who  came  to  save, 
A  holy,  peaceful  triumph 

Shall  greet  the  kneeling  slave! 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolutions,  when  they  were  unani- 
mously adopted. 

The  Committee  were  directed  to  publish  and  circulate  the  Annual  Report 
according  to  their  discretion. 

Adjourned  to  Thursday  morning,  the  meeting  to  be  held  in  the  lecture- 
room  of  the  Brc>adway  Tabernacle. 

BUSINESS    MEETING. 

The  members  of  the  Society  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  in  the  lecture- 
room  of  the  Broadway  Tabernacle,  May  12th,  at  9  o'clock  A.  M.  In  the 
absence  of  the  President  and  Vice-Presidents,  Hon.  William  J.vckson,  of 
Massachusetts,  was  called  to  the  chair. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  Ilcnry  Belden. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  year's  Business  Meeting  were  read  by  Dr.  McCune 
Smith,  the  Recording  Secretary. 

Artiuk  Tappan,  Esq.,  the  President,  entering  the  room  at  this  stage  of 
the  prooec<ling>!,  took  the  chair,  vacated  by  the  Chairman  pro  tempore. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  stated,  that  the  only  death  that  had  occurred, 
within  his  knowledge,  among  the  officers  of  the  Society,  the  past  year,  was 
that  of  Dr.  Carove,  of  lleidelberpr,  a  gentleman  of  distinguished  abilities  and 
high  character,  who  once  visited  this  country,  and  whose  address  in  the 
German  language  to  the  Germans  of  this  country,  was  published  by  this 
Society  and  widely  circulated  several  years  since. 

Dr.  Pennington  made  some  eulogistic  remarks  on  the  late  Dr.  Carove, 
whom  he  had  known  in  Heidelberg,  and  met  at  the  Peace  Conventions  in 
London,  Paris,  and  Bnisscls.  He  concluded  by  moving  the  following  reso- 
lutions : — 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  American  and  Foreign  Anti-slavery  Society  has  learned 
with  deep  regret  the  death  of  Dr.  Carovb,  of  Heidelberg,  and  hereby  record 
their  profound  .-teem  and  respect  for  his  high-drawn  and  catholic  sympathies. 

Rciolvcil,  That  a  co[>y  of  this  resolntioa  be  \  ent  to  the  relatives  of  the  late 
Dr.  Carove. 

Resolved.  Tliat  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  presented  to  Mr.  Asahel  Abbott  for 
his  acceptable  and  gratuitous  services  as  organist  at  the  Anniversary.     \ 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  communicated  a  letter  addressed  to  the 
Committee  by  Rev.  Jonathan  S.  Green,  Sandwich  Islands.  He  also  alluded 
to  letters  from  Rev.  D.  Baldwin,  of  the  Sandwich  Islands,  enclosing  one 
hundred  dollars,  contributed  by  a  congregation  of  converted  islanders,  for 
the  publication  of  a  tract  to  be  printed  and  circulated  in  this  country,  on  the 
Sinfulness  of  American  Slavery.  He  mentioned  likewise  the  difficulties 
experienced  by  Rev.  J.  G.  Forman,  of  Massachusetts,  in  his  congregation, 
owing  to  the  opposition  of  some  of  the  wealthy  members  in  opposing  his 
anti-slavery  preaching ;  and  his  triumph  over  the  opposition. 
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These  communications  called  forth  a  brief  discussion.  After  which  Dr. 
James  McCune  Smith  submitted  the  following  resolution  : 

That  we  recommend  to  the  free  colortd  people  of  the  free  Stales  (hat  they 
shall  peaceably,  and  by  means  of  the  law,  seek  their  personal  rights  in  echools, 
academies,  colleges,  public  conveyances,  corporate  institution?,  and  other  public 
advantages,  in  the  States  in  which  they  dwell ;  and  that  the  friends  of  freedom 
be  requested  to  aid  them  by  funds  and"  counsel  to  accomplish  their  purposes. 

The  resolution  was  supported  by  Drs.  Smith  and  Pennington,  and  was 
adopted. 

Messrs.  Samuel  Leeds,  S.  S.  Jocclyn,  and  Martin  Cheney,  who  had  been 
appointed  a  committee  to  nominate  oflBcers  for  the  ensuing  year,  made  the 
following  report : 

President 

ARTHUR    TAPPAN. 

Vice-Presidents. 
F.  Julius  Le  Movnt:  and  William  Jat. 

Corresponding  Secretary. 
Lewis  Tappan. 

Recording  Secretary. 
Jambs    McCune    Smith. 

Treasurer. 
William  E.  Whitlno. 

Executive  Comrniltee.  —  Arthur  Tappan,  S.  S.  Jocclyn,  William  Jay, 
Lewis  Tappan,  William  E.  "Whiting,  Joshua  Leavitt,  S.  E.  Cornish,  James 
Warner,  Alexander  Macdonald,  Arnold  Buffum,  George  Whipple,  Thomas 
Hitter,  J.  W.  C.  Pennington,  E.  D.  Culver,  D.  C.  Lansing,  Henry  Belden, 

A.  N.  Freeman,  James  McCune  Smith,  D.  M.  Graham,  Heniy  Waters,  Charles 

B.  Ray,  N.  P.  Eggleston,  J.  R.  Barbour,  J.  B.  Finley,  and  E.  W.  Chester. 
CorreftpoTtdlng  Members. — Joseph   Sturge,  George  William   Alexander, 

Samuel  Bowly,  Thomas  Harvey,  Esq.,  Rev.  James  Carlisle,  D.D.,  and  Rev. 
J.  Howard  Hinton,  of  England ;  Professor  Ackersdyke,  Utrecht,  Holland; 
M.  Isambcrt,  Paris  ;  M.  D'Instant,  Hayti ;  W.  W.  Anderson,  Esq.,  Jamaica ; 
Rev.  Jolui  Galloway,  New-Brunswick;  J.  H.  Collins,  Esq.,  Illinois;  Hon.  S. 

C.  Steven.s,  Indiana;  Hon.  S.  P.  Chase,  Ohio;  Professor  C.  D.  Cleveland, 
Pennsylvania;  William  Goodell,  New-York;  Rev.  G.  W.  Perkins,  Connecti- 
cut; John  G.  Whittier,  Massachusetts;  Rev.  Dr.  Willis  and  John  Scoblc, 
Esq.,  of  Canada;  and  Thomas  Jones,  Esq.,  of  Barbadoes. 

The  Report  was  adopted,  and  the  above-mentioned  persons  were  elected 
oflBcers  of  the  Society  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Corrcsi)Onding  Secretary  then  read  a  paper  entitled,  "OuTLmE  ok 
ErroRT,"  prci)ared  under  the  direction  of  the  E.xecutive  Committee,  in  which 
enlarged  efforts  are  contemplated,  if  the  ncces.sary  funds  can  hd  obtained.  It 
contemplates  raJ.sinp  forty  thou.sand  dollar.^,  one  third  of  which  to  be  paid  in 
each  of  the  three  pucces^ive  year.';.  He  said  that  the  Outline  embraced  a 
plan  for  the  establishment  of  a  weekly  newsjiapcr,  to  be  published  at  the 
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city  of  Washin^on,  in  the  German  language,  and  edited  by  ifr.  Frederick 
Schmidt,  who  was  present 

This  announcement  was  received  with  applause. 

It  was  moved, 

That  the  Outline  of  Effort,  just  read,  be  approved  by  the  Society,  and  the 
Rxocutive  Committee  be  anthorized  to  obtain  subscriptions,  if  possible,  to  the 
full  amount  named. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  stated,  that  thirteen  thousand  and  five 
hundred  dollars  had  already  been  subscribed,  on  condition  that  at  least 
twenty  thousand  dollars  should  be  immediately  raised.     [Applause.] 

Mr.  Schmidt  addressed  the  meeting  on  behalf  of  the  newspaper  contem- 
plated at  Washington,  stating  the  number  of  persons  in  this  country  who 
read  and  speak  the  German  language,  and  the  importance  of  having  a  paper 
conducted  on  Christian  principles,  and  advocating  the  Anti-slavery  cause,  at 
the  seat  of  government. 

Messrs.  Jocelyn,  Goodell,  Smith,  Graham,  Leavitt,  Ritter,  and  Cheney, 
severally  addressed  the  meeting  in  support  of  the  resolution,  and  with  parti- 
cular approbation  of  the  plan  of  establishing  a  newspaper  in  the  German 
language. 

Rev.  Ovid  Miner,  of  Syracuse,  described  a  plan  of  oolportaf^e,  proposed 
to  be  carried  out,  and  already  commenced  by  the  friends  of  the  cause  in 
Syracuse. 

Mr.  Lewis  Tappan  observed  that  the  system  formed  part  of  the  outline 
just  read. 

Mr.  Lazar,  a  German,  remarked,  that  several  anti-slavery  works  had  already 
been  translated  into  the  German  language.  Among  others,  he  spoke  of  Mrs. 
Stowe's  "  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin,"  and  remarked,  that  the  religious  tendency  of 
the  work  would,  he  thought,  do  much  good  among  his  countrymen. 

Rev.  Mr.  Gates,  of  Pennsylvania,  described  some  of  his  labors  in  that 
State,  and  the  prejudices  that  had  been  excited  against  him  among  the  Ger- 
man population,  on  account  of  his  making  anti-slavery  a  part  of  his  religious 
teaching. 

Mr.  Schmidt  replied,  that  the  German  population  6(  that  State  had  never 
yet  taken  up  the  subject  in  its  religious  aspect :  and  he  entertained  great  / 
hopes  that  the  publication  of  the  proposed  paper  which  he  had  mentioned 
would  alter  that  state  of  things. 

Mr.  Leonard  W.  Bacon  said:    Of  the  many  warm  and  thankful  letters 
which  Mrs.  Stowe  had  received,  most  of  them  were  from  Germany.     He 
understood   that    there   were    twenty-nine    differ^at    translations    in    that  , 
language. 

Mr.  0.  B.  Ray  regretted  that  "  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin"  had  been  used  at  the 
anniversary  of  the  New- York  Colonization  Society,  and  he  hoped  something 
would  be  done  to  counteract  the  Colonization  influence  of  that  book. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  read  an  extract  from  a  note  from  Mrs.  Stowe. 
to  the  effect  that  she  had  no  sympathy  with  the  coercive  policy  of  the  Colo- 
nization Society,  but  thought  Liberia  now  a  "  fixed  fact,"  and  that  the  oppor- 
tunity there  afforded  of  sustaining  a  republican  government  of  free  people 


APPENDIX.  193 

of  color  ought  not  to  be  disre^ded  by  them  or  their  friends ;  concluding 
with  an  assiu-ance  that  she  was  "  not  a  Colonizationist" 

Mr.  George  Downing  spoke  of  the  evil  influence  of  the  last  chapter  of 
"  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin"  in  the  matter  of  Colonization. 

Mr.  Bacon  said  he  had  assisted  Mrs.  Stowe  in  her  correspondence,  and 
could  give  an  explanation  of  her  views  on  the  subject  of  Liberia. 

She  had  intended  in  "The  Key"  to  have  published  a  chapter  on  it,  and  tc 
explain  away  the  impression  unexpectedly  made  by  the  book  itself;  but  the  size 
of  "The  Key"  had  so  increased  as  she  proceeded,  t&at  she  had  not  space  to  do  bo. 
She  had  it  in  contemplation  to  publish  such  matter  separatelv.  lie  need  scarceiy 
tell  them  that  Mrs.  Stowe  had  the  nicest  regard  for  the  feelings  of  the  colored 
people  themselves.  She  had  no  sympathy  with  the  Colonization  Society,  but 
with  the  whole  colored  race,  whether  in  Canada,  the  West  Indies,  or  in  Liberia 
But  she  looked  to  Liberia  as  one  of  the  means  of  elevating  them  ;  so  that  whil< 
she  could  point  to  a  Frederick  Douglass  in  this  country,  she  might  point  also  !(■ 
a  President  Roberts  in  Liberia,  They  had  held  their  places  and  maintained 
their  standing  when  placed  in  a  position  to  do  so  before  their  vaunted  superiors ; 
and  knowing  now  their  feelings  against  it,  and  that  there  was  a  demand  at  home 
for  men  of  talent  to  be  found  amongst  them,  she  would  not  advise  all  to  go  t<. 
Liberia.  Mrs.  Stowe  had  told  him,  that  if  she  were  to  write  "  Uncle  Tom"  again, 
she  would  not  send  George  Harris  to  Liberia.  She  thought,  however,  that  they 
would  there,  in  freedom,  establish  a  good  name  and  fame,  which  woidd  b«- 
important,  in  its  reaction,  in  abolishing  distinctions  of  caste ;  and  she  looked  U 
the  colonv  as  one  of  the  great  agents  by  which  the  colored  race  were  to  b' 
elevated  and  dignified  in  the  eyes  of  the  lofty  and  contemptuous  Saxon. 

Rev.  Mr.  Campbell  was  not  aware  that  Mrs.  Stowe  had  intended  to  publish  a 
chapter  explaining  away  that  matt-er;  and  he  did  not  know  that  he  vva.=  sorry  it 
had  not  been  done.  He  was  opposed  to  the  Colonization  Societ\-  with  all  his  heart 
and  with  all  his  soul;  but  he  did  not  think  the  chapter  would  do  to  much 
damacre  as  some  of  his  brethren  feared.  The  book  had  done  them  erreat  service  ;  it 
was  still  doing  good  for  them;  and  he  would  circulate  it  in  everv  family  if  he  could. 
By  the  time  the  readers  got  to  that  chapter,  they  would  be  su  full  of  Anti- 
slavery  that  they  would  never  think  of  sending  the  colore<l  man  to  Africa;  St 
Jie  would  let  it  go  as  it  was.  It  was  a  very  natural  resource  for  the  novelist,  ii- 
looking  out  for  a  place  of  rest  and  safety,  to  6€t  tlie  black  man  down  in  Africa 
out  of  the  atmosphere  of  slavery. 

Mr.  Downing  made  a  remark,  in  which  he  compared  tlie  colony  to  a  littb 
place  in  Rhode  Island,  where  they  elected  a  "Governor"  of  their  own.  What 
object  of  ambition  or  gain  in  any  way  would  tliere  be  in  Ijberiu  for  him  ?  The 
colored  man  would  be  worse  off,  and  America  would  not  acknowledge  his  inde- 
pendence even  there. 

Mr.  Campbell  wished  again  to  repeat  that  he  was  totally  opf>osed  to  the  Colo- 
nization scheme. 

The  adjournment  was  here  moved,  and  after  a  prayer  offered  by  Rev.  Mr 
Cheney,  the  Society  adjourned  fine  die. 

ARTHUR  TAPPAN,  I^reMident. 
James  McCcxe  Smfth,  Recording  Secretary. 

OUTLINE  OF  PROPOSED  ANTI-SLAVERY   EFFORT. 

It  is  proposed  to  increase  the  means  and  the  cflaciency  of  the  American  and 
Foreign  Anli -slavery  Society  agreealily  to  the  views  contained  in  the  following  out- 
line. A  new  impulse  has  recently  been  given  to  the  Anti-slavery  enterprise,  and 
philanthropists  in  this  country  and  throughout  the  world  are  turiifing  their  att'>n- 
tion  more  than  heretofore  to  a  consideration  of  the  wickedness  and  ruiiiou.- 
nature  of  slavery,  and  t<j  the  best  means  for  its  limitation  and  overthrow.     Ihe 
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peculiar  position  of  the  Anti-^ilavery  cauae  in  this  country  13  full  of  interest  and 
Lope.  Never,  probably,  was  there  a  time  when  liberal  appropriations  of  nioncv 
And  vi^^orous  efforts  were  more  needed  to  develop  a  healthy  public  opinion,  or 
vhen  mich  contributions  of  money  and  labor  were  more  likely  to  be  attended 
with  beneficial  results.  While,  therefore,  the  opportunity  of  accomplishinLr 
much  is  presented,  it  cannot  be  denied  that,  at  the  present  time,  there  is  no 
i»ati-9lftvery  machinery  in  operation  adequate  to  the  concentration  of  the  pecu- 
niary and  personal  efforts  of  the  friends  of  human  rights. 

Because  it  is  believed  that  the  encouragements  to  renewed  and  more  vigorous 
action  are  great,  the  necessity  for  effort  clear,  and  the  prospect  of  success 
cheering,  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  American  and  Foreign  Anti-slavery 
Society  propose  to  enlarge  their  plans.  They  do  not  propose  to  interfere  wi'th 
any  existing  organizations,  the  object  of  which  is  the  im(nediate  and  complete 
abolition  of  slavery,  as  they  will  pursue  their  own  work  in  their  own  way. 

1.  The  Committee,  encouraged  by  several  friends  of  the  cause,  in  view  of  the 
developments  of  Divine  Providence,  propose  to  raise  FORTY  THOUSAND 
DOLLARS  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  purposes  of  the  Society.  Nearlv  one 
half  of  this  sum  has  already  beea  pledged  to  the  Committee  by  those  v/ho'have 
long  understood  and  appreciated  the  principles  of  the  Society,  and  had  confi- 
dence in  the  administration  of  its  affairs.  In  soliciting  from  other  friends  of  the 
dave  the  remaining  moiety  of  the  sum  name-l,  it  is  proper  that  a  full  exposition 
should  be  given  of  these  principles,  and  the  course  to  be  pursued  in  carrying 
them  out.  The  Constitution  of  the  Society,  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed,  'will 
show  what  these  principles  are,  and  the  following  views  of  the  Committee  will 
enable  those  into  whose  hands  this  paper  may  come  to  understaad  fully  in  what 
way  those  principles  are  to  be  reduced  to  practice. 

2.  It  is  intended  that  the  operations  now  suggested  shall  be  carried  on  upon 
strictly  Christian  principles,  by  Christian  means,  and  in  a  Christian  spirit ;  tho 
Committee  to  spend  no  time  in  controversies,  except  with  slaveholders,  their 
abettors  and  apologists,  but  to  direct  all  their  resources  and  energies,  in  depend- 
ence upon  the  Divine  blessing,  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  great  and  appro- 
priate work  in  hand.  ■•< 

3.  It  will  seek  to  move  the  Church,  the  ministry,  ecclesiastical  bodies.  Bene- 
volent and  Religious  Societies,  to  do  their  duty  and  purify  themselves  from  tht» 
taint  of  slavery,  or  from  giving  to  it,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  their  support ; 
it  will  stimulate  political  parties  to  right  action,  and  more  particularly  will  give 
its  influence  and  aid  to  any  party  which  seeks  by  legitimate  means,  and  upon 
right  principles,  the  abolition  of  slavery. 

4.  The  Committee,  while  promoting  the  Anti-slavery  cause  in  its  moral  anvl 
political  bearings,  to  leave  each  member  of  the  Society  in  the  enjoyment  of  his 
private  opinion  and  rule  of  action  in  all  matters,  provided  the  Constitution  of 
the  Society,  in  all  its  integrity,  be  accepted. 

5.  The  Committee  to  have  an  office  conveniently  situated  in  this  city,  with  » 
depository  and  reading-room,  where  Anti-slavery  publications  from  all  parts 
of  the  world  will  be  accessible  to  the  public,  and  where  standard  Anti-slavery 
books  and  pamphlets  will  be  on  sale  at  reasonable  prices,  by  wholesale  aii<l 
retail;  auxiliary  Societies  to  be  encouraged  to  form  depositories  of  a  similar 
kind,  and,  where  it  can  be  done  conveniently,  to  establish  reading  and  confer- 
ence-rooms, for  the  diffxLsion  of  Anti-slavery  information;  a  small  subscription 
being  amply  sufficient  for  such  a  purpose. 

6.  The  Committee  to  meet  once  a  month,  or  oftener,  for  the  dispatch  of  the 
geaeral  business  of  the  Society,  leaving  local  organizations  to  attend  to  what  is 
properly  local,  and  giving  its  attention  exclusively  to  that  which  is  properly 
national.  '^ 

7.  The  officers  of  auxiliary  Associations,  aawell  as  the  corresponding  members 
of  the  Society,  -when  in  New- York,  to  be  allowed  to  attend  the  meetings  of  the 
Kxecntive  Committee. 

8.  The  Committee  to  appoint  sub-cotamittees,  to  meet  weekly,  whose  business 
it  shall  be  to  attend  to  the  financial,  publication,  agency,  and  corresponding  de- 
partmenta  of  the  Society,  and,  in  addition  to  the  general  business  committed  to 
their  care,  to  dispose  of  any  tirgent  matters  that  may  from  time  to  time  arise; 
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either  of  such  connnittees  to  call  a  gpecial  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committer 
whenc v(  r  occnpion  may  Beem  to  require  it  The  ■eub-comtnittees  to  report  mouthly 
to  the  Executive  Committee. 

9.  A  Vigilance  Sub-committee  to  be  appointed  to  watcli  all  judicial  proceed 
ings  in  the  case  of  persons  arrested  on  the  charge  of  being  fugitive  slaves;  pro- 
mote suiti  for  freedom  ;  secure  the  punishment  of  kidnappers ;  aid  efforts  to 
secure  ]>er8onal  freedom  ;  attend  to  the  proceedings  of  the  State  Lecislatiires,  a» 
•well  ns  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  aflFecting  the  rights  of  individuals, 
whether  free  or  bond  ;  and  suggest  such  measures  as  shall  most  effectually  secure 
the  objects  contemplated  by  the  Society. 

10.  The  general  agents  of  the  Society,  lay  and  clerical,  to  be  men  of  acknow- 
ledged piety,  but  not  limited  to  any  single  denomination  of  Christians;  with  com- 
petent knowledge  and  abihty,  and  good  address.  Their  duties  shall  be,  lecturing, 
preaching,  visiting  important  individuals,  organizing  auxiliary  Associations, 
soliciting  and  collecting  subscriptions  and  donations,  and  receiving  orders  for 
the  publications  of  the  Society.  Each  agent  to  have  a  letter  of  instructionn 
dc'fininix  his  duties,  and  a  commission  from  the  Executive  Committee. 

11.  Tlic  local  agents  to  be  of  tlie  same  description  as  tlie  general  agents;  t-* 
undertake  services  for  limited  periods,  within  limit«d  districts ;  and  to  be 
supplied  witli  letters  of  instructions,  and  the  publicat'ons  of  the  ScKiiety.  The 
geiierfil  and  local  agents  to  promote  discussions  on  the  most  important  branches 
of  the  Anti-slavery  question,  and  the  best  means  of  securing  tin;  abolition  of 
slavery;  and  also  to  introduce  the  questions  into  Lyceums,  Debating  Societies, 
<tc.,  <tc. 

12.  In  addition  to  the  general  duties  of  the  agents,  both  general  and  local, 
they  will  be  expected  to  promote  meetings  for  conference,  conventions  and  maBi? 
meetings,  and  attend  the  same  whenever  practicable,  as  well  a«  the  meetings  of 
the  large  ecclesiastical  bodies,  when  convenient 

13.  The  colporteurs  to  be  earnest,  intelligent,  and  well-principled  men,  whos'- 
principal  duty  should  be  the  sale  or  gratuitous  circulation  of  Anti-slavery  books 
and  pamphlets,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  l'u))li<;ati<>ns.  'Iliey 
should  visit  from  house  to  house,  and  hold  meetings  in  B<;hoiil  diitrict--,  or  other 
small  neighborhoodi,  and  should  particularly  endeavor  to  introduce  tin-  publica 
lions  of  the  Society  into  everj"  Bchool  district  and  neigh Wrhixd  throughout  the 
country. 

The  colporteurs,  as  a  general  rule,  to  precede  the  general  agents  in  their  visit, 
and  prepare  the  j^eojile  for  the  same. 

14.  Wbere  local  agents  cannot  be  procured,  corre«yK)nding  membern  should  be 
sought  out  and  appointed,  to  give  their  6er>ices  gratuitoiuly,  but  whosv  exponsef 
should  be  paid. 

15.  Tlie  P^xecutive  Committee,  a.s  occasion  require?,  to  promote  petitions  to 
Congress,  memorial.-^  to  Government,  to  be  j^resented  by  deputations  or  otherwise, 
and  to  invite  local  Associations  to  bring  the  same  macninery  to  bear  on  tlie  Stale 
Legislatures  and  llxecutives. 

16.  Tlie  formation  of  Eemale  Anti-slavery  Afsociations  ►hould  be  attenipteil  in 
every  direction,  as  one  of  tlic-  most  i)otent  means  for  tlie  overthrow  of  slavery, 
and  for  training  the  young  in  right  views  of  dut}'. 

17.  Concerts  for  praver  to  he.  orgaiiiz<-d  wlierever  practicable,  at  which  short 
addresses  might  l>e  mad' ,  enforcing  anti-blaverj-  duties  on  Christian  jiiim-iples. 

18.  A  sjiirited  and  able  monthly  organ  of  the  Society  In  l>c  e^tablirthcd,  to  be 
entitled  ^'  The  Am'rlran  Anti-tlaieri/  /tfyM/'r,"  exclusively  devoted  to  the  pro- 
motion of  the  Anti-slavery  cause-,  to  V>e  edited  and  published  at  a  reasonable 
price  for  cash  in  udvarice,  under  the  dirc<'tion  of  the  Executive  Committee,  to 
eontain  the  latest  ant  i-sla\  erj'  information,  important  facts,  documents,  <kc.  The 
Reqiiier  to  be  stild  at  ^  reduced  price  to  individuals  and  auxiliary  Associations,  for 
distribution  or  loan,  at  their  discretion. 

19.  Every  judii  ious  effort  to  be  made  by  the  Society  and  its  agents  and  friends 
to  fee j  the  pres.s,  both  seoular  and  religious,  with  anti-?luv<n,'  infonnntion,  parii- 
cularly  with  facts  illustrative  of  the  system  of  slavery  in  this  country. 

20.  A  scries  of  Anti-slaverj'  tracts  to  be  issued  monthly,  either  reprint*  or 
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oripnal  compodtiona,  embracing  the  whole  range  of  Anti-alavery  questions,  to 
be  i(ot  up  ia  a  popular  form  and  style,  with  special  reference  to  facta. 

21.  A  fi«lect  series  of  pamphlets  to  be  published,  (1)  On  the  encroachments  of 
slavery;  (2)  On  the  unconstitutionality  of  slavery;  (3)  On  the  Fuijitive  Shivc 
Act;  (4)  On  the  Bible  against  slavery;  (5)  On  the  implication  of  the  churches 
in  the  sin  of  slavery;  (6)  On  the  duty  of  Christians  in  relation  thereto;  (7)  On 
the  expurgations  of  anti-slavery  literature,  and  such  other  topics  as  may  be  coii- 
Hiderea  of  peculiar  interest  or  permanent  importance. 

22.  Premiums  to  be  offered  for  tracta  or  pamphlets  on  special  topics,  having 
reference  to  the  present  state  of  the  Anti-slavery  cause  in  the  several  States,  iu 
Congress,  and  in  the  Church,  with  a  view  to  meet  objections,  Ac,  <fec. 

23.  An  illustrated  series  of  Anti-slavery  publications,  mostly  for  children  and 
youth,  to  be  issued. 

24.  The  Society  to  issue  a  series  of  addresses,  (1)  To  the  Abolitionists  through- 
out the  country  ;  (2)  To  the  women  of  the  United  States ;  (3)  To  the  young  man 
of  the  country,  inviting  their  cooperation;  (4)  To  the  people  of  cofor;  (5)  To 
American  missionaries,  and  other  Americans  in  foreign  countries;  (6)  To  th^ 
churches  throughout  the  country  ;  (7)  To  the  members  of  Congress  ;  (8)  To  the 
friends  of  the  Anti-slavery  cause  throughout  the  world. 

25.  It  is  proposed  to  establish  a  weekly  newspaper  in  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, to  be  published  in  the  German  language,  and  edited  by  Mr.  Frederick 
Schmidt  There  are  four  millions  of  people  in  this  country  who  constantly 
i?peak  the  German  language,  of  whom  about  two  millions  are  natives  of  Ger- 
many, and  the  other  two  millions  descendants  of  German  emigrants.  There  are 
a  large  number  of  newspapers  in  the  country  already  in  the  German  language, 
but  none  of  them  advocating  the  Anti-slavery  cause  on  Christian  prmciples. 

•  The  Committee  have  received  numerous  letters  from  Christian  AVjoliticnists  in 
various  parts  of  the  country,  and  from  American  missionaries  abroad,  entreating 
them  to  go  forward  with  renewed  zeal  and  courage,  relying  upon  the  promises 
of  God  and  the  aid  of  their  fellow-countrymen  at  home  and  abroad,  with  pro- 
mises of  liberal  aid  from  men  converted  from  heathenism  to  Cbristianitv,  who  feel 
for  the  outraged  colored  man,  who,  in  this  country,  is  doomed  to  slavery,  or  who 
is  the  victim  of  prejudice.  After  an.xious  and  prayerful  deliberation,  the  Com- 
mittee are  disposed  to  enlarge  their  operations  if  their  brethren  professing  the 
same  sentiments  will  afford  thera  the  means,  and  sustain  them  in  their  labors. 
They  cannot  and  will  not  believe  that  the  slave-power  is  to  be  for  ever  para- 
mount— that  this  country  is  to  be  the  theatre  of  perpetual  slavery — that  the 
principles  of  our  forefathers  are  alwa^'s  to  be  set  at  naught — that  the  sentiments 
and  feelings  of  the  civilized  world  are  to  be  disregarded — that  the  "Higher 
Law"  is  ever  to  be  repudiated  by  the  expounders  and  professors  of  religion,  and 
the  God  of  freedom  to  be  continually  insulted  by  outraging  those  made  in  his 
image.  The  Almighty  has  declared  that  he  is  the  God  of  the  oppressed :  the 
apostle  James  has  declared,  "  Behold,  the  hire  of  the  laborers  who  have  reaped 
down  your  fields,  which  is  of  you  kept  back  by  fraufl,  crieth ;  and  the  cries  of 
them  which  have  reaped  are  entered  into  the  ears  of  the  Lord  of  Sabaoth;"  and 
that  Being  by  whose  inspiration  and  authority  the  apostle  spake,  has  called  upon 
men  to  break  every  yoke,  and  let  the  oppressed  go  free.  He  works,  be  it  ever 
remembered,  by  human  instnimentality.  Let,  then.  Christian  Abolitionist?, 
while  they  address  their  prayers  to  Him,  no  their  duty,  and  they  may  expect 
that  He  will  say  to  them,  in  the  language  of  providence,  "Be  it  unto  you  accord- 
ing to  your  faith  and  corresponding  action." 

One  of  the  correspondents  referred  to  has  written  so  ably  and  appropriately, 
that  the  Committee  cannot  refrain  from  making  a  large  extract  from  his  com- 
munication :  ■  \ 

'"Our  agitation  for  constitutional  liberty  and  emancipation  has  been  for  a  long 
time  desultory  and  transient  in  its  effects,  and  yot  expensive.  If  slavery  is  l<» 
be  peacefully  removed  from  our  land,  there  mugt  be,  I  think,  very  speedy  and 
very  thorough  efforts  to  revolutionise  the  public  mind.  We  must  no  longer  v^ct 
on  the  defensive  before  the  encroaching  acts  and  insulta  of  the  slave  power:  we 
lose  immensely  by  this  kind  of  effort.  We  must  demand  and  move  to^ffect  what 
is  Juat  in  respect  to  the  District  of  Columbia,  inter-State  slave-trade,  Territories, 
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Ac,  and  find  enough  for  Blaveholders  to  do  at  home,  so  that  Cuba,  Mexico,  and 
other  fliba-tiering  abroad  will  be  abandoned.  By  resolute,  persevering  efforts 
on  the  part  of  Free  Democr.its  in  Massaciiusetts,  New-York,  Ohio,  to  resume  our 
righta  and  reestablish  freedom  wherever  Congress  has  the  power,  we  should  attract, 
great  numbers  of  waverius;  minds  at  the  North.  The  almost  universal  feeling 
that  nothing  can  be  done  aiTainst  the  slave  power,  which  grows  partly  out  of  our 
defensive  movement,  holds  multitudes  back  from  doing  what  the\-  luighL  A 
bold,  determined  front  is  needful  to  give  the  prestige  of  success,  and"  the  hope  of 
success  is  worth  a  great  deal  alwe}^. 

"Now  my  conviction  i?,  that  there  never  hae  been  a  time  when  the  public 
mind  can  be  as  rapidly  changed  as  now. 

"(1.)  For  fifteen  years,  labor  has  taught  and  prepared  us  how  to  agitate. 

"(2.)  The  people,  especially  in  the  rural  districts,  are  willing,  nay,  anxious  tu 
hear  anti-slavery  trulbs  and  discussions.  And  it  is  to  be  remembered  that 
two  thirds  of  our  countrymen,  notwithstanding  all  that  Abolitionists  have  done, 
are  yet  deplorably  ignorant  of  the  character  and  workings  of  slavery. 

"(3)  AVe  have  very  able  men  in  both  liouses  of  Congress  willing  to  be 
cooperators  with  us. 

"(4)  'Uncle  Tom'  is  every  where  wonderfully  regenerating  mind,  and  pre- 
paring thousands  to  become  politically  anti-slavery. 

"(5.)  Tlie  Whigs  and  Democrats  are  in  a  state  of  disorganization.  They  must 
to  all  himian  appearance  soon  break  up. 

"(6.)  Large  sections  of  the  Northern  Methodist  churches  are  moving  with  the 
avowed  purpose  of  casting  slavery  out  of  their  communion.  Different  parts  of 
the  Coni^regationnl  Cliureh  are  also  taking  higher  and  juster  ground,  and  I  think 
it  partially  true  of  other  sects. 

"  It  is  a  critical  as  well  as  an  auspicious  time.  Will  you  not  see  to  it  that  our 
friends  move  in  this  thing  ?" 

THE  JANT:  trainer  CASE 

As  a  matter  of  history,  it  is  well  to  record  the  principal  facts  in  relation 
to  this  long-contested  and  exciting  case.  The  reports  in  the  new.spapers 
have  given  sometimes  inaccurate,  and  at  least  imperfect  statements  of  the 
fact;;. 

Rose  Cooper,  a  large  and  showy  woman,  apparently  about  forty  years  of 
age,  born  a  British  subject,  has  resided  in  Mobile,  Louisville,  and  San  Fran- 
cisco, in  each  of  which  jilaces  she  has  kept  a  house  of  ill-fame.  Charles  W. 
Trainer,  a  free  mulatto,  and  a  carpenter  by  trade,  born  in  Mobile,  married 
Emma,  a  slave  of  Cooper,  about  fifteen  years  since.  Both  of  them  arc 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  They  were  married  by  a 
colored  preacher  named  Douglass;  cohabited  together,  sometimes  in  the 
house  of  Cooper,  and  had  several  children,  all  of  whom  are  decea.sed,  except 
Henry,  whose  freedom  has  been  purchased,  and  Jane,  who  was  born  May 
'29t]i,  1844.  On  going  to  California,  Cooper  sold  Emma  to  a  negro-trader, 
and  put  Jane  out  until  her  return.  A  merchant  of  this  city  saw  Cooper 
come  aboard  a  vessel  at  Panama  dressed  in  sailor's  clothes.  She  was  recog- 
nized, and  a  shout  went  up,  "Huzza  for  Rose  of  Alabama!"  Charles  and 
Entmia,  on  her  return  to  Mobile,  offered  Cooper  four  hundred  dollars  for 
Jane,  which  she  refu.sed,  sajing  she  was  going  North,  and  on  her  return, 
which  would  be  about  Christmas,  1852,  she  would  do  what  they  wished. 
She  hired  the  child  out  to  a  bad  place,  and  it  was  cruelly  whipped. 

As  she  did  not  return,  Charles  pursued  her,  Vjelieving  she  intended  to  sell 
his  child.  Emma  said  to  him,  "  We  are  poor,  and  all  I  can  do  is  to  pray  to 
God  for  you  night  and  day,  till  you  can  get  back,  that  we  may  have  our 
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child."  On  arriring  at  Cincinnati,  he  learned  afterwards  that  she  had 
eluded  pursuit  by  changing  her  name.  She  had  assumed  the  name  of 
Porter — the  name  of  a  man  some  ten  or  fifteen  years  younger  than  hcrse'f, 
a  well-known  drunkard  and  rowdy,  whom  she  was,  as  she  said  here,  about 
to  rnarry.  Charles,  on  learning  the  above  fact,  gave  chase  a  second  time, 
and,  on  reaching  Cincinnati,  learned  that  Rose  Cooper,  aliaa  Rose  Porter, 
had  left  that  city  with  a  little  girl  but  a  day  or  two  previous  to  his  arrival. 
May  9th,  the  following  telegram  was  received  by  Mr.  Lewis  Tappan : 

"CiNCiNNATT,  May  9th. 
"Rose  Porter,  for  CaliforQia  via  New- York,  stole  colored  girl  nine  years  old, 
nftmed  Jane  Trainer.  Wm.  H.  Bkisbane.  ' 

Jacob,  a  faithful  colored  man  in  such  cases,  was  put  in  chase,  and  soon 

found  that  Rose  was  at  No.  101  Mercer  street,  a  notorious  house,  (recorded 

on  the  Police  Office  books,)  with  Jane.     Another  telegram  was  received  from 

tiie  impatient  father: 

"  Cincinnati,  May  9th. 
"Any  tidings  of  Mrs.  Rose  Porter?     The  father  of  the  child  is  here,  anxiously 
waiting,  and  ready  to  come  on.     Please  answer.  J.  W.  Huko.v." 

An  answer  was  returned: 

"The  child  is  safe,  and  the  woman  in  custody." 

Judge  Ducr,  of  the  Superior  Court,  had,  on  the  application  of  E.  D. 
Culver,  Esq.,  granted  a  habeas  corpus  to  bring  up  the  child,  and  also  a 
waiTant  to  arrest  the  woman. 

On  May  10th,  a  return  was  made  by  Miss  Cooper,  signed  and  sworn  to  by 
the  name  of  Rose  Porter,  who  appeared  with  the  child,  a  lively  and  intelli- 
gent girl,  and  W.  D.  Booth,  Esq.,  her  counsel.  The  return  stated  some  of 
tlie  facts  already  alluded  to,  and  moreover  that  the  child  was  not  claimed  as 
a  slave,  but  came  to  this  city  with  her  "from  motives  of  affection."  It 
denies  the  lawful  right  of  Trainer  to  the  child,  and  asserts  that  he  was  never 
lawfully  married  to  its  mother.  As  the  father  had  not  arrived,  the  case  was 
postponed,  and  Rose  Porter  required  to  give  security  in  the  sum  of  $250  for 
her  appearance.  Lewis  Tappan,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Culver,  respectfully 
asked  the  Court  whether  the  amount  was  sufficient  where  the  party  was 
liable,  if  convicted  of  kidnapping,  to  be  sent  to  the  State  prison.  He 
also  urged  that  the  child  should  not  be  allowed  to  return  to  the  house  of 
infamy.  The  Judge  having  privately  intimated  that  there  were  doubts 
whether  he  could  hold  the  woman  at  all,  and  suggested  that  resort  had  best 
be  had  to  the  criminal  court,  Mr.  Tappan  proceeded  immediately  to  the 
Tombs  and  made  affidavit  that  Jane  had  been  surreptitiously  taken  from 
Cincinnati,  and  asked  for  the  arrest  of  Rose  Porter.  The  application  was 
granted  by  Justice  Bogart,  and  the  woman  and  child  were  brought  before 
the  Justice,  attended  by  a  younger  brother  of  James  T.  Brady,  Esq.,  the 
Irish  counsellor.     She  was  admitted  to  bail  in  the  sua  of  $300. 

On  the  13th  May,  the  parties  appeared  before  Judge  Duer,  at  the  chambers 
of  the  Superior  Court.  The  father  of  the  child  having  arrived,  attempted  to 
speak  to  his  little  daughter.  Th(J  woman  did  not  object  Charles  began  to 
converse  with  his  child  in  a  low  voice.  The  Judge  said  there  must  be  no 
whispering.     Under  the  imperious  look  of  Rose  Porter  the  child  seemed  to 
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TtC(n\  from  her  father,  and  cling  to  the  woman,  who  was  attended  by  Jamcp 
T.  Brady,  Esq.,  his  brother,  and  W.  D.  Booth,  Esq.,  as  counsel.  Mr.  Culver 
having  called  Charles  Trainer  as  a  witness,  Mr.  Brady  objected.  He  said  the 
ground  had  been  changed.  The  charge  of  kidnapping  is  abandoned,  and  it 
M  now  said  that  it  is  the  ca.se  of  a  father  claiming  his  child.  By  this  means 
<hey  claim  to  make  the  father  a  witness.  Mr.  Culver  denied  that  the  charge 
of  kidnapping  was  abandoned.  The  Judge  concluded  to  take  the  testimony 
of  both  Trainer  and  Cooper.  Trainer  testified  to  his  marriage,  to  tlie  kind 
of  bouse  kept  by  Cooper,  and  to  the  other  facts  already  enumerated.  Also, 
that  he  had  sent  Jane  to  school  at  his  own  expense  as  long  as  the  teacher 
would  instruct  her.  He  had  also  taught  her  to  fear  God.  The  Judge  said  a 
new  petition  might  be  prepared,  and  he  could  allow  another  writ  of  hahcan 
corpus.  While  the  papers  were  preparing,  Mr.  Brady  read  from  the  statutes 
of  Alabama  to  show  that  Charles  and  Emma  could  not  have  been  lawfully 
married.  Mr.  Culver,  in  reply,  maintained  that  they  were  married  under  the 
common  law.  By  consent  of  parties,  the  criminal  prosecution  was  abandoned. 
Mr.  Tappan  here  affirmed  to  the  information  sent  to  him  from  Cincinnati. 

The  case  was  resumed  on  the  IGth.  The  new  petition  was  read.  Mr. 
Brady  adduced  authorities,  and  contended  that  as  his  chent  liad  set  the 
child  free,  as  it  was  attached  to  her,  and  she  intended  to  reform  and  bring 
up  the  child  virtuously,  she  was  entitled  to  its  custody.  He  contended 
also  that  a  free  person  of  color  and  a  slave  cannot  be  legally  married 
in  Alabama.  He  attempted  to  show  also  that  slaves  are  incapacitated  there, 
by  law,  from  marrying.  The  Judge  remarked,  "If  that  be  the  case,  they 
can  continue  their  race  only  by  living  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  God  and 
man."  Mr.  Brady  said  he  might  regret,  but  could  not  help  such  a  state  o( 
things.  Miss  Cooper  was  then  examined.  She  testified  to  the  licentious 
character  of  Trainer  ;  (!)  to  her  intentions  of  reforming ;  to  her  residing  here 
at  a  house  of  ill-repute,  etc.     Trainer  was  missing  to-day. 

On  the  18lh,  an  affidavit  of  Mr.  Tappan's  was  read,  that  Trainer  had  not 
been  seen  since  the  14th  ;  that  a  telegram  had  been  received  from  him,  dated 
Dunkirk,  K  Y.,  which  stated,  "  I  was  dragged  ofiF  and  beaten ;  and  that  is 
the  reason  I  am  in  this  place."     A  letter  from  Charles  to  Mr.  Tappan  waf 
)i!so  produced.     Mr.  Brady  pronounced  it  a  "humbug."     The  Judge  inti- 
mjitcd  that  a  new  writ  of  haheas  corpus  had  best  be  taken  out,  if  Mr.  Culver  oi 
Mr.  Tappan  would  undertake  to  say,  on  oath,  that  they  thought  themsclvcf- 
authorized  to  act  for  the  father.     Miss  Cooper  left  the  court-room  with  Mr. 
Frederick  Collier,  son  of  the  late  Collector  at  San  Francisco,  Mr.  Benjamin 
F.  Newhouse,  who  keeps  a  cabinet  warehouse,  and  other  friends,  Mr.  Collier 
leading  the  child.     Efforts  were  made  to  induce  them  to  give  up  the  child  : 
but  the  friends  of  Charles  were  shoved  aside  by  the  friends  of  Miss  Cooper. 
Mr.  Collier  mounted  the  coach-box  with  the  driver,  and  she  was  driven  away 
to  her  rendezvous  in  Mercer  street     It  appeared  afterwards  that  she  ordered 
the  coachman  (a  colored  man)  to  drive  to  New-Jersey ;  but  he  went  three  or 
four  miles  up  the  city,  and  finally  brought  her  back,  telling  her  and  her 
friend  Mr.  Collier,  that  he  would  not  take  them  to  New-Jersey.     She  said 
she  would  not  employ  a  rolored  coachman  again. 

The  20th  May  the  cap<  was  resumed.     Mr.  Culver  said,  If  the  woman  is 
f  eady  to  surrender  the  child,  we  will  receive  it  and  give  good  bonds.     Mr. 
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Booth  ohjccted  The  Judge  said  she  had  made  such  an  offer  the  other  daj, 
and  persona  of  undoubted  responsibility  are  ready  now  to  take  it,  should  she 
be  of  the  same  mind.  Mr.  Booth  said  she  made  the  offer  under  tryin<» 
■  •-ircumstances;  but  she  is  now  determined  to  contest  the  question  as  to  a 
right  to  the  child.  Mr.  Culver  asked  for  an  adjournment  sufiBciently  long  to 
■enable  them  to  send  for  Trainer.  Mr.  Booth  said  they  would  deny  the  right 
of  xMr.  Tappan  to  act  for  Trainer,  and  also  deny  the  right  of  Trainer  to  the 
.;!iild  Mr.  Tappan  said  he  had  authority  from  the  father  to  act  for  him,  and 
he  now  demanded  of  the  woman  to  give  him  the  custody  of  the  child.  The 
Judge  said  he  would  not  interfere.     Adjourned  to  Monday. 

Mr.  Tappan  proceeded  to  the  Jefferson  Market  Police  Office :  made  an 
affidavit  that  Frederick  Collier  was  attempting  to  kidnap  the  child.  Justice 
.Stewart  issued  a  warrant  for  his  arrest,  and  he  was  brought  before  the 
Justice.  Under  a  threat  of  imprisonment,  he  told  the  Justice  that  Mr. 
Xewhouse  had  the  child.  By  the  laws  of  this  State,  both  Miss  Cooper  and 
Jfr.  Collier  had  been  supposed  guilty  of  kidnapping.  Article  Second,  Revised 
Statutes,  3d  edition,  page  753,  §  3-1,  it  is  said:  "Every  person  who  shall 
maliciously,  forcibly  or  fraudulently,  lead,  take  or  carry  away,  or  decoy  or 
entice  away  any  child  under  the  age  of  twelve  years,  from  its  parent,  guard- 
ian or  other  person  having  the  lawful  charge  of  such  child,  shall,  upon  con- 
viction, be  punished  by  imprisonment  in  a  State  prison  not  exceeding  ten 
years,  or  by  imprisonment  in  a  county  jail  not  exceeding  one  year,  or  by  fine 
not  exceeding  over  five  hundred  dollars,  or  by  both  such  fine  and  imprison- 
ment" Mr.  Collier  was  held  to  bail  in  the  sum  of  $1,000,  Mr.  Newhouse 
being  his  bail.  The  Justice  said  the  case  should  be  attended  to  when  both 
parties  should  be  known,  and  no  advantage  would  be  taken  of  the  absence 
i)t'  either  at  the  hearing  before  Judge  Duer.  And  yet,  afterwards,  he  dis- 
missed the  case  at  the  instance  of  ilr.  Brady,  while  Messrs.  Culver  and 
Tappan  were  in  Judge  Duer's  court 

May  23d,  before  Judge  Duer,  Mr.  Brady  read  the  return  of  Rose  Porter, 
setting  forth  that  Lewis  Tappan,  professing  to  act  for  Charles  Trainer,  is  an 
intermeddling  and  reckless  man,  not  worthy  to  be  intrusted  with  Jane;  that 
the  said  Tappan  recently  made  affidavit  that  this  respondent  had  kidnapped 
the  said  Jane,  which  statement  was  also  utterly  false,  &c.,  &c.  He  then  raised 
the  point  that  the  Judge  had  no  jurisdiction  in  the  case.  Mr.  Culver,  looking 
at  the  return,  said  that  the  woman  signs  this  by  the  name  of  Rose  Cooper. 
She  has  signed  a  paper  at  the  Tombs  by  the  name  of  Rose  Porter.  Trainer 
having  returned  from  Dunkirk,  was  again  examined  as  a  witness.  Captain 
Isaiah  Rynders  appeared  to-day  with  a  strong  force  at  his  back.  After  the 
3'ljournment,  he  and  his  confederates  escorted  Rose  Cooper  to  her  carriage. 
At  the  hearing  on  the  26th,  Trainer  refused  to  appear.  The  Judge  said  he 
should  dismiss  the  case,  but  afterwards  determined  to  send  two  officers  to 
Trainer  to  assure  him  of  the  protection  of  the  court,  and  that  he  need  not 
tt^r  to  come.  It  was  with  difficulty  that  he  was  fqjmd.  In  the  afternoon 
he  appeared,  and  the  case  was  resumed  ;  and  he  testified  to  his  having  been 
allured  across  the  ferry  under  the  pretense  that  a  friend  of  his  was  there ; 
of  his  being  waylaid  and  beaten  by  villains ;  and  of  his  flight  to  Dunkirk  to 
escape  from  threatened  assassination.     Jane  was  examined  by  the  Judge,  but 
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not  on  oath,  as  she  did  not  ajipear  to  understand  JL  She  said  she  wanted  to 
stay  with  "  Missis,"  and  did  not  want  to  he  free.  She  could  not  have 
answered  more  readily  on  this  point.  She  had  been  trained  to  it.  She 
stated  that  she  always  had  been  called  Jane  Trainer ;  that  her  mother's 
name  was  Emma  Trainer ;  and  that  Charles  Trainer  there  (pointing  to  him) 
was  her  father.  Mr.  Brady  said  that  Miss  Porter  did  not  now  impose  any 
restraint  upon  the  child,  nor  interpose  any  force  to  prevent  her  being  taken. 
Mr.  Culver  replied,  that  if  this  was  §o,  all  they  asked  was,  that  the  father 
might  be  permitted  to  go  up  and  take  his  child  by  the  hand  and  lead  her 
away.  Mr.  Brady  replied,  significantly,  "If  they  take  my  advice,  they  will 
refrain  from  attempting  any  such  thing.  If  force  is  used,  it  will  be  repelled 
by  force  under  my  advice."  Rynders  sat  between  the  Judge  and  Mr.  Brady, 
and  his  followers  were  near,  in  and  around  the  courtrroom. 

On  the  28th,  Mr.  Culver  presented  his  view  of  the  case  at  length,  adducing 
numerous  authorities,  commenting  ujton  the  testimony,  and  replying  to  his 
opponent  On  the  30th,  Judge  Duer  gave  an  oral  opinion,  adverse  to  the 
claim  of  the  father,  on  the  ground  of  want  of  jurisdiction!  It  had  taken 
him  several  weeks  to  ascertain  this.  The  Tribune  remarked  in  view  of  it, 
"Well;  we  are  bound  to  presume  there  was  no  law  adduced  sufficient  to 
give  that  child  to  her  father;  but  we  can't  help  believing  that,  had  the  father 
been  a  white  man  and  the  harlot  a  black  woman,  there  would  Jiave  Icen  law- 
found  or  made  to  compel  her  to  give  up  the  child — yes,  and  we  believe 
Judge  Duer  would  have  found  it"  Mr.  Culver  remarked  to  the  Judjre  that 
the  writ  had  been  issut^l  at  the  suggestionof  the  Judge  himself.  The  Judge 
replied  that  he  was  aware  of  it,  but  he  had  been  mistaken,  &c. !  Mr.  Brady 
said  Miss  Porter  was  willing  to  give  the  custody  of  the  child  to  Mr. 
Newhouse.  Mr.  Culver  objected,  alluding  to  Mr.  N.  as  not  bciii;,'  a  proper 
person.  He  had  been  gallanting  her;  was  her  bondsman,  &ic.  Mr.  Brady, 
after  being  spoken  to  by  Mr.  Tappan,  said  the  child  might  be  put  into  the 
custody  of  Mr.  Lynch,  the  Clerk  of  the  Court,  but  this  was  afterwards  de- 
clined. The  Judge  said  that  the  child  might  go  where  it  pleased ;  but  he 
would  not  permit  Charles  Trainer  to  go  and  take  her  against  her  will.  It 
clung  to  its  Missis.  The  Judge  said  he  thought  Miss  Porter  had  been  badly 
advised.  She  left  the  court-room  with  an  air  of  triumph,  under  the  escort 
of  her  friends  and  the  Rynders  Guard. 

June  6th,  an  application  for  an  injunction  to  restrain  Rose  Cooper  from 
taking  the  colored  child  out  of  the  State  was  made  in  the  special  term  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  before  Judge  Barculo,  at  Brooklyn.  11  I).  Culver,  Esq., 
appeared  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  Charles  Trainer,  and  James  T.  Brady, 
Esq.,  on  that  of  the  defendant,  Rose  Porter.  The  Judge  expres.sed  his  great 
surprise  that  the  child  had  not  been  delivered  over  to  her  father  on  the 
habeas  corpus  '{)roceeding.-;,  intimating  most  significantly  that  on  a  halean 
corpus  he  should  deliver  it  to  the  father ;  and  expres.sed  his  astonishment 
that  the  father  or  his  friends  had  not  gone  at  once,  and,  in  presence  of 
Judge  Duer,  taken  the  child.  The  learned  Judge  was  not  aware  of  the 
strong  force  under  Capt  Rynders  tliat  had  been  present,  to  prevent  C. 
Trainer  from  taking  away  his  child. 

On  the  7th  June,  Judge  Barculo  issued  a  habeas  corpus  to  bring  up  Rose 
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Cooper  and  the  chili  A  deputy  sheriff  undertook  to  execute  the  mandi  e. 
lie  went  to  Sheriff  Orser,  of  New- York  city,  under  a  mistaken  notion  of 
jurisdiction,  who  sent  one  of  his  deputies  to  aid  the  deputy  from  Kings 
county.  The  wuii;;m  and  chikl  were  found  at  101  Mercer  street,  placed  in  a 
carriage,  and  taken  to  the  office  of  Mr.  Brady.  The  carriage  was  then  sent 
off  and  returned  with  Captain  Rynders,  who  was  followed  by  Qfty  or  inon; 
of  his  friends.  The  Brooklyn  officer  wished  to  take  the  child  before  the 
Judge,  but  was  resisted  by  Orscr's  deputy,  who  had  got  possession  of  the 
writ,  and  refused  to  give  up  the  child.  Orser  then  interfered,  and  rescinded  the 
power  which  he  had  just  conferred  upon  the  Brooklyn  officer,  and  the  latter 
went  home  empty-handed.  Attachments  were  immediately  issued  by  Judge 
Barculo  to  bring  Rynders,  Rose  Cooper,  and  Cromley  (Orser's  deputy") 
before  him  to  answer  to  their  defiance  of  law. 

The  officer  brought  Rose  Cooper  and  Jane  into  court  the  8th.  Mr.  Brady 
read  affidavits  by  Rose  Cooper  and  Deputy  Cromley,  in  explanation  of  their 
conduct.  The  Judge  saw  nothing  in  Miss  Cooper's  conduct  in  this  matter, 
amounting  to  contempt  of  court ;  but  he  thought  there  was  something 
wrong  about  the  deputy.  He  should  inquire  into  it,  and  if  there  was  cause, 
inflict  exemplary  punishment.  Mr.  Culver  requested  that  the  child  should 
be  taken  from  the  New-York  officer,  and  assigned  to  an  officer  of  Kings 
county.  "  We  mean,''  said  Mr.  Culver,  "  that  the  child,  once  here,  shall  nevir 
cross  the  river  to  New-York  again  with  Rose  Cooper."  Mr.  Brady  oppo<;od. 
The  Judge  ordered  the  child  transferred  to  the  keeping  of  the  Sheriff  of 
Kings  county,  saying,  "  as  he  is  bound  to  obey."  Another  attachment  was 
granted  against  Captain  Rynders.  The  affidavit  of  Mr.  Hegeman,  deputy 
of  Kings  county,  was  read,  in  which  he  narrated  the  violent  proceedings 
against  him.  Captain  Rynders  appeared  and  requested  leave  to  make  a 
statement 

Mr.  Culver  proposed  to  examine  Charles  Trainer.  Mr.  Brady  objected, 
but  was  overruled.  Jane  was  afterwards  examined,  though  not  on  oath. 
Said  she  did  not  want  to  see  her  father;  that  she  was  locked  up  at  101 
Mercer  street ;  that  she  was  afraid  of  the  Abolitionists,  as  they  wanted  tu 
steal  her  away,  and  keep  her,  and  not  give  her  any  thing  to  eat!  Captain 
Rynders  afterwards  stated  that  he  was  "accustomed  to  aid  the  officers  ii» 
enforcing  the  law;"  that  in  this  case  he  "misapprehended  the  matter;" 
"supposed  that  Judge  Barculo  was  a  county  judge,  who  had  no  jurisdicti(tti 
in  the  city  of  New- York,"  &c.,  &c.  The  Judge  warned  and  admonished 
him.  He  advised  him  to  keep  away  on  such  occasions,  as  the  law  could  Im 
enforced  without  his  aid ;  and  he  had  heard  that  persons  in  New-York  soinc- 
times  attempted  to  overawe  courts  of  justice,  but  he  had  not  been  accus- 
tomed to  see  such  unlawful  interference :  if  he  was  not  more  can  fui  in 
future,  he  would  get  into  trouble.  He  should  not  permit  it  here.  He  tin  n 
allowed  Rynders  to  depart  Both  Ryiiders  and  Brady  evidently  felt  th<- 
rebuke. 

Messrs.  Brady  and  Culver,  on  the  9th,  argued  the  cise  at  length.  'M'c 
Jndge  reserved  his  decision  until  the  13th.  He  stated  that  he  could  not 
dispose  of  the  case  of  Deputy  Sheriff  Cromley  at  present  His  iii)pr<sHi<»(i 
was,  that  he  had  been  guilty  of  improper  conduct.     June  13th,  the  <^^'irt- 
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room  was  thronged.  Judge  Barculo  read  his  opinion.  It  was  an  able  docu- 
ment, and  was  listened  to  with  profound  attention  by  the  bar  and  a  large 
concourse  of  citizens.  It  was  pleasant  to  see  so  large  a  number  of  well- 
dressed  and  intelligent  people  of  color  present  He  first  replied  to  the  points 
of  law  raised  by  Mr.  Brady,  showing  that  he  had  jurisdiction  of  the  case ; 
that  Trainer  had  a  right  to  the  child,  and  that  he  should  order  her  to  be 
delivered  to  him.  While  he  was  reading,  the  child,  probably  induced  by  the 
woman  Cooper,  who  held  her  with  both  hands,  began  to  crj-.  The  Judge, 
after  pronouncing  his  decision,  directed  the  Sheriff  to  deliver  Jane  to  her 
father  and  to  accompany  them.  He  did  so.  Charles  and  his  friends  left  the 
court-room.  The  Sheriti'  requested  them  to  go  to  his  office,  but  Charles  took 
his  little  daughter  up :  she  soon  stopped  crying,  put  her  arm  around  her 
father's  neck  and  kissed  him.*  He,  instead  of  accepting  the  Sheriff's  invi- 
tation, proceeded  to  Dr.  Pennington's  house,t  with  his  child  in  his  arms, 
followed  by  a  large  number  of  colored  friends,  who  thanked  God  there  was 
an  upright  judge  in  Kings  county,  and  that  he  had  had  firmness  to  give  a 
righteous  decision  in  this  long-contested  and  important  case. 

The  Judge  has  done  himself  great  honor.  He  is  an  able  jurist  However 
high  he  may  ascend  the  ladder  of  fame,  said  a  New-York  lawyer  who  was 
present,  "No  act  of  his  life  will  probably  contribute  so  much  to  his  elevation 
as  his  conduct  and  decision  in  the  Trainer  case."  There  were  several  excel- 
lent points  in  the  decision  worthy  of  the  attention  of  pro-slavery  judges, 
lawyers  and  politicians.  While  the  friends  of  freedom  are  jovful  at  the 
result,  render  the  meed  of  merit  to  the  Tribune,  Ezerdng  Pont,  and  Irtde- 
pendeiit^  and  the  counsel  for  Trainer,  and  give  praise  to  the  G<xi  of  the 
oppressed,  they  cannot  but  reflect  with  mortification  upon  the  conduct  of 
certain  judges,  officers,  attorneys,  reporters,  and  editors,  aided  by  notorious 
rowdies,  in  an  audacious  and  persevering  attempt  to  allow  a  notorious  courtesan 
to  march  through  this  city  with  a  young  female  kept  fiom  her  lawful  parent, 
to  reenslave  or  bring  up  in  infamy.  To  her  it  may  be  said,  in  the  language 
of  a  Quaker  lady  to  the  pursuerof  a  fugitive,  "Thy  prey  bath  escaped  thee!" 

JUDGE  BARCULO'S  DECISION. 
SuTKEME   Court — SrKci.\L  Term.     Before  Justice  Barculo. — Ttie  People   ex    rel. 
Charles  Trainer  vs.    Roue  Cooper,  Respondent.     E.  L.    Culver  j'/t  lUlator; 
James  T.  Brady  for  Renporident. 

In  thie  Court,  yesterday,  Justice  Barculo  rendered  the  following  de<i8iori : 

The  case  comes  before  the  Court  on  the  return  of  the  re>-poiidcnt  t'>  a  writ  of 
habeas  corpux,  sued  out  bj'  the  relator  to  obtain  tlie  custody  of  liis  itif.uit  child. 
Upon  its  merit's  wluri  divested  of  those  extraneous  circumstances  which  have 
given  an  unnatural  int^-rct  and  notfuiety  to  the  matter,  it  iw  very  jilain  and 
simple.  But  several  nice  and  higlily  iiiijHirtant  lejral  quc-tions  have  been  pre- 
sented and  argued  by  the  learned  coun.'<el,  wliith  it  will  be  projx  r  iirst  to 
consider. 


•Mr.  Trainer  has  since  informed  us  that  Jane  says  she  was  whipped  to  make 
her  keep  back  from  lier  fath'-r,  and  cling  to  \U)^k-  Cooper.  So  we  have  the  lash 
of  the  ^lave mistress  in  the  city  of  New-York,  and  alino.-^t  under  the  eye  of  the 
court  from  wlioni  j)rotcetion  is  souglit ! 

+  Dr.  Pennington  durincr  llie  whole  proceedinirs  took  an  active  part,  and  con- 
tributed essentially  to  the  success  of  Mr.  Trainer.  Other  colored  friends  also 
were  constant  in  their  atlenduuce  and  unremitting  in  their  labors. 
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L  It  is  contended  bj  the  counsel  fur  the  respondent,  that  the  power  of  a  -ard- 
ing  a  writ  of  habeca  corpus  by  this  Court  can  be  exercised  only  at  a  General 
Terra.  Keliance  is  had  upon  the  statute,  which  requires  the  application  to  be 
made, 

1.  To  the  Supreme  Court  during  its  sittinsj ;  or, 

2.  During  any  term  or  vacation  of  the  yupreme  Court,  to  the  Chancellor,  or 
any  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  or  any  officers  who  may  be 
authorized  to  perform  the  duties  of  a  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  at  chambers, 
being  or  residing  within  tlie  county  wliere  the  prisoner  is  detained. 

This  precise  question  came  before  the  Court  under  our  former  system,  when 
special  terms  were  held  for  the  transaction  of  certain  non-enumerated  business ; 
and  Chief  Justice  Savage  expressly  <lecided  that  the  writ  could  be  issued  by  the 
Court  at  Special  Term.  {Ex  parte  Beatty,  12  Wea  229.)  It  is  hardly  necessary 
to  add  that,  under  our  present  system,  much  greater  powers  are  given  to  the 
Special  Term;  for  we  possess  not  only  tlie  general  powers  of  the  old  Supreme 
Court,  but  also  the  entire  powers  of  the  former  Court  of  Chancery;  either  of 
which  courts  had,  without  the  aid  of  any  statute,  at  the  common  law,  jurisdiction 
over  habeas  corput. 

IL  Again,  it  is  insisted  that  a  single  Justice,  sitting  in  Kings  county,  has  no 
authority  to  send  the  writ  into  the  rity  of  New-York.  This  argument  is  based 
upon  the  supposition  that  the  writ  was  issued  by  the  Justice,  and  not  by  the 
Court,  which  is  unfounded  in  fact.  But  if  the  fact  were  as  supposed,  the  argu- 
ment would  neverlLeless  be  fallacious.  For  a  Justice  of  this  Court  can,  at 
chambers,  award  a  writ  of  hab''ai  corput  that  shall  run  into  any  part  of  the 
State.  This  point  was  before  Justice  Harris,  in  the  People  vs.  Samuel  Hanna,  3 
How,  Pr.  Rep.  39.  He  then  held  that  the  limitation  coutained  in  the  words 
"being  or  residing  within  the  county, 'in  the  -tatute  above  cited,  which  is  relied 
on  by  counsel,  applied  to  the  last  preceding  class  of  otficers,  "authorized  to  per- 
form the  duties  of  a  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,"  leaving  to  the  Justices  of  the 
Supreme  Court  the  same  unrestricted  jurisdiction  as  they  possessed  under  the 
previously  existing  statutes.  In  that  case  a  writ  was  allowed  by  Judge  Harris, 
sitting  in  Albany,  to  bring  up  a  person  detained  in  Columbia  county.  So  also  in 
the  People  IS.  Woodruff,  3  How,  Pr.  Rep.  32,  Justice  Willard  allowed  a  writ  at 
his  chambers  in  Saratosa  Springs,  returnable  before  the  County  Judge  of  Wash- 
in'^'ton,  to  bring  up  a  prisoner  in  the  latter  county.  So  in  the  famHiar  case  of 
the  People  vs.  Mercein,  p.  55,  the  Chancellor,  sitting  in  Saratoga  Springs,  brought 
before  him  a  child  front  tlie  city  of  Xew-York.  It  may  be  added  that  these  de- 
cisions are  in  entire  confoniiity  to  the  practices  of  the  Judges  of  this  Court. 

III.  It  is  contended  that  the  matter  is  res  adjudicata,  the  same  question  having 
recently  been  lieard  before  Judge  Duer,  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  city  of  New- 
York.  Two  answers  may  be  given  to  this  proposition.  First:  The  case  does  not 
stand  upon  the  same  state  of  facts;  for  the  relator  has  given  evidence  of  restraint 
having  been  exercised  since  the  former  proceeding.  Secondly:  That  learned  and 
accomplished  Judge  doubted  his  authority  to  make  an  order  disposing  of  the 
custody  of  the  child.  That  doubt  probably  controlled  his  decision,  and  may  have 
been  well  founded  as  applied  to  tiie  Judge  of  a  court  of  limited  jurisdiction,  and 
clothed  with  no  general  equity  powers  Upon  this  point  I  quote  from  the  opinion 
of  Judge  Duer  the  following:  " I  certainly  concur  with  the  learned  counsel  for 
the  respondent,  that  I  am  not  sittina;  here  as  a  Judge  in  equity,  clothed  with  their 
large  discretionafy  powers  in  relation  to  the  disposition  and  custody  of  infants 
which  the  Lord  Chancellor  in  England,  as  the  rej^resentative  of  the  Sovereign,  is 
competent  and  has  long  since  been  accustomed  to  exercLse.  Powers  just  as  ex- 
tensive, I  doubt  not,  were  vested  in  our  late  Court  of  Chancerv,  and  if  so,  by 
force  of  the  new  Constitution,  have  been  transferred  to,  and  are"  now  vested  in, 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State.  But  they  do  not  belong  to  me  either  as  a 
Supreme  Court  Commissioner,  or  as  a  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court.  I  cannot, 
therefore,  exercise  the  discretion  which  they  confer,  even  wouki  I  be  gratitie<l  in 
acting  at  the  same  time  and  in  tha  same  proceeding  in  a  double  capacity.  The 
Supreme  Court,  as  succeeding  to  the  ent'-e  jurisdiction  of  the  Chancellor,  is  the 
general  guardian  of  infants,  and  as  such  has  an  exclusive  right  to  determine  all 
questions  in  relation  to  their  disposition  and  custody,  except  where  the  questions 
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properly  arise  in  an  action  between  husband  and  wife  for  an  absolute  or  limit'Cd 
divorce." 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  learned  Judge  concedes  to  this  Court  the  powers 
which  he  did  not  deem  himself  to  poseess,  and  which  are  now  invoked  and  neces- 
8ar\-  to  afford  the  relief  prayed  for.  Tlie  argument  of  ret  adjudicata,  therefore, 
falls  to  the  ground.  For  it  would  be  idle  to  talk  of  a  previous  adjudication 
being  a  bar,  when  the  former  tribimal  had  no  right  to  adjudicate  the  point  in 
controversy.  It  will  also  be  seen  that  we  in  no  manner  conflict  witli  the  decision 
of  Judge  Duer.  This  Court,  being  clothed  with  full  legal  and  equitable  power, 
entertains  no  doubt  of  its  authority  to  make  a  final  di.<position  of  this  niatti  r. 

IV.  "We  will  now  proceed  t^j  examine  the  case  upon  its  merits.  Charles  Tiainer, 
the  relator,  claims  that  Jane  Trainer,  an  infant  nine  years  of  age,  is  his  IcL'itimate 
cliild  ;  and  that  ihe  respondent^  witliout  authority,  detains  her  at  a  house  of  ill- 
fame,  No.  lol  Mercer  street,  in  the  city  of  New-Vork.  The  respondent  admits 
that  the  relator  is  the  father  of  Jane,  but  denies  that  he  was  lawfully  married  to 
her  mother— the  latter  being  a  slave— and  denies  that  the  child  is  under  anv 
restraint ;  and  avers  that  she  voluntarily  remains  with  the  resjK)i:deiit.  The-'.- 
are  the  substantial  facts  upon  which  the  decision  dei)end.«,  although  numerous 
irrelevant  matters  have  been  brought  into  the  case,  and  quite  an  unnecessarv 
amount  of  ill-feeUng  excited  and  displayed.  These  matters  relat<-  to  the  facf,- 
that  Jane  was  born  a  slave,  belonging  to  the  respondent — that  she  was  ni.-id.-  free 
by  the  respondent  moving  into  the  State  of  Ohio  before  she  came  to  New-York, 
and  that  the  relator  is,  and  always  has  been,  a  free  black  man. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  remind  the  parties  and  their  counsel  that,  upon  ;i 
question  of  this  kind,  the  law  in  this  State  recognizes  no  distinction  of  color  or 
race;  and  that  all  lathers,  whatever  may  be  tlit-ir  standing  in  society,  have  pr.  • 
cisf'ly  the  same  legal  authority  and  control  over  their  children.  The  rilator  stmi.l- 
before  the  Court  simply  as  a  man  prosecuting  his  paternal  ritrhts ;  while  the  re- 
sppiideut  api>eai-s  as  a  woman  having  no  claim  upon  the  child  l)v  agreement  oi 
consanguinity,  but  only  through  the  affections.  It  is  wholly  uniH'es.iary,  there- 
fore, to  inquire  into  the  compi'exion  of  the  one,  or  the  reputation  of  tliV  other. 
If  she  were  the  most  exalted  lady  in  the  land,  and  he  the  most  humlij.-  of  its  in- 
habitants, their  rights,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  and  their  consideration  in  the  view 
of  this  Court,  would  be  the  Siinie. 

In  regard  to  the  legitimacy  of  the  child,  I  have  been  somewhat  ciiibarrassed. 
because  there  is  no  direct  evid'ence  of  the  fact,  except  the  testimony  (;f  the  relator 
himself;  for,  although  such  testimony  has  been  usually  adniitt<-d.  I  am  not  quite 
sure  that  it  stands  upon  any  soUd  foundation.  In  tfie  view,  liow.vcr,  which  I 
take  of  the  case,  the  legitimacy  of  the  child  is  not  a  fact  of  vital  iiii|.ortance. 

The  relator  sweats  that  he  was  married  in  Mobile,  by  a  l.h-u  k  Methodii-i 
preacher,  his  wife  being  a  slave,  and  both  members  of  the  denomination.  Uj.oi: 
this  it  is  claimed  b^-  respondent's  counsel  that  the  marriage  !.•<  void,  bv  i-.ason  of 
a  statute  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  forbidding  slaves  to  marry.  Whi-thcr  it  ix 
true,  as  the  argument  tends  to  show,  that  all  the  slaves  in  that  Stnt.-  an-  ill.  i:it  - 
maU',  it  is  not  necessary  more  particularly  to  inquire.  It  is  sufficient  for  us  that 
the  marriage  being  by  words,  de  presenti,  and  followed  by  cohalitation,  is  goo.l. 
*as  a  marriage  at  common  law. 

Assuming,  then,  that  the  child  is  legitimate,  how  stands  the  question  between 
the  father  and  the  respondent,  as  to  its  custody?  To  thi.-<  question  but  one 
answer  can  be  given.  That  the  father  has  a  title  8Ui)erior  to  any  strunirer  is  not 
less  the  doctrine  of  the  autliorities  than  it  is  e  principle  of  human  natur.-.  Th. 
father's  rights  are  paramount  even  to  the  mother's,  until  he  forfeits  liis  claims  b\ 
misconduct  or  ill-usage. 

People  in  re  AVickeison,  19  Wen..  16.  He  is  bound  to  support  and  maintain 
it.  He  is,  therefore,  "the  natural  guardian,  and  entitled  to  ib*  custody,  care,  and 
education."  He  has  the  natural  right  to  bring  it  up  in  his  own  faillj.and  f.'ive  ii 
such  instructions  and  discipline  as  he  ma^-  deem  be-t  for  its  prc.«.iit  and  tiiturc 
welfare,  lu  the  language  of  Judge  Bronson,  in  Mercein  r^  the  I'eojile,  tJ.'i  Wen., 
72:  "The  law  regards  him  as  the  head  of  the  family,  obliges  him  to  provide  for 
its  wants,  and  commit*  the  children  to  his  charge,  in  preference  to  the  claims  of 
the  mother  or  any  other  person." 
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Kven  if  we  lay  aside  the  relator's  testimony,  and  adopt  as  true  the  atit<  nrient 
ia  tlie  retuni,  that  Jane  is  his  illegitimate  child,  atill  his  olnim  would  Ix-  sjj»erior 
to  that  of  th.i  respondent,  or  any  other  stranger,  althoui^h  inferior  to  that  of  the 
mother. — 1  Clarke  Ch.  Rep. 

In  every  aspect,  therefore,  in  which  this  can  be  received,  we  are  coBapelled  t<» 
admit  that  the  father's  right  to  the  possession  of  the  child  is  superior  to  that  of 
the  respondent;  and  I  may  be  pardoned  for  saying  that,  if  he  movo<l  in  the 
higher  walks  of  life,  if  he  were  a  white  man  of  standing  and  influence  in  the 
community,  the  truth  of  thi.s  proposition  would  be  universally  acknowledged  : 
and  any  tribunal  that,  having  authority,  should  hesitate  to  afford  him  relief 
would  subject  itself  to  great  reproacL  The  public  voice,  as  well  as  common 
sense,  would  declare,  that  if  oar  Courts  permit  children  of  such  an  age  to  leave 
their  parents  and  take  up  their  abo  Ic  as  they  please,  a  most  valuable  social  rela- 
tion would  be  subverted,  and  the  foundations  of  domestic  peace  and  enjoyment 
broken  up  and  destroyed. 

Again:  It  is  insisted  that  there  i?  no  restraint,  because  the  child  remains  with 
the  respondent  of  her  own  free  will.  This  brings  up  the  important  inquiry.  What 
is  legal  restraint,  as  applied  to  an  infant  of  this  tender  age?  The  po-ition  of  the 
counsel  would  undoubtedly  hold  true  of  an  adult,  who,  when  delivered  from  the 
detention,  becomes  his  own  master,  and  is  presumed  to  know  where  to  go,  and 
how  to  take  care  of  hiraselC  But  it  is  by  no  means  true  of  a  young,  ignorant 
child.  In  such  cases  there  may  be  legal  restraint,  without  the  exercise  of  any 
force  or  coercion.  It  is  enough  that  the  accused  interferes  to  prevent  the  father 
from  forcibly  taking  possession  of  the  child.  The  person  having  the  custody  of 
such  an  infant^  without  any  claim  of  right,  is  bound  to  deliver  it  over  into  the 
hands  of  the  father  whenever  he  presents  himself  to  receive  it;  and  is  not  per- 
mitted to  retain  possession  of  it  under  the  pretense,  however  true  it  may  be,  that 
the  child  desires  to  remain.  Thus,  if  a  child  go  to  a  neighbor's  house  and  con- 
clude to  abide  there,  when  the  father  demands  it  of  that  neighbor,  it  is  not  suffi- 
cient for  the  latter  to  say  to  him,  "You  may  come  in  and  persuade  it  to  go  home, 
and  if  you  can  succeed  in  gaining  its  consent,  you  may  take  it,  but  you  shall  not 
compel  it  to  go"  He  is  bound  to  permit  the  father  to  exercise  his  parental 
authority  of  coercion;  and  if  he  prevents  that,  he  is  giuity  of  restraint^  within 
the  fair  meaning  of  the  term.  Any  other  rule  would  work  monstrous  evils, 
llundreds  of  children  could  be  taken  from  their  parents  by  the  childish  affections 
which  they  have  towards  their  nni-ses. 

In  Mercein  vs.  Tlie  People,  '2.j  Wen.  80,  Justice  Bronson  observes:  "The  ques- 
tion hero  is  not  whether  the  child  is  actually  suffering  under  duress  of  imprison- 
ment, but  whether  there  is  that  kind  of  restraint  which  defeats  the  rights  of  the 
father.  The  respondent,  having  the  child  under  his  roof,  positively  forbids  the 
father  to  enter  the  house,  except  upon  terms  which  a  proper  self  respect  made 
inadmissible;  but,  if  he  could  submit  to  the  terms, ho  only  had  a  license  to  enter 
the  house  '  to  see  .Jane,'  not  for  the  purpose  of  taking  her  under  his  care  and 
protection.  It  is  impossible  to  deny  that  this  is  such  a  restraint  as  defeats  the 
rights  of  the  father,  and  lays  the  proper  foundation  for  asking  redress  by  habe<i» 
corpus." 

in  the  case  before  us,  it  is  clear  that  the  child  is  studiously  guarded  and  kept 
beyond  the  reacli  of  the  father.  The  next  that  is  pretended  i-=,  in  the  language 
ot  the  return,  that  "  she  has  enjoyed,  and,  so  far  as  the  respondent  is  concerned, 
shall  enjoy,  entire  and  undisturtted  liberty  to  go  where  she  pleases."  In  other 
words — and  this  fact  is  sustained  by  tlie  proof — she  is  prepared  and  resolved, 
knowing  the  child's  partiality  for  herself  to  maintain  Jane  in  her  determination 
not  to  CO  to  her  father,  and  to  repel  all  attempts  on  his  part  to  obtain  pos.sosiion 
of  the  61\ild  against  her  will.  We  have  no  hesitation  in  deternuning  that  the 
conduct  of  the  respondent  amounts  in  law  to  restraint. 

V.  Having  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  relator  is  legally  entitled  to  the 
care  and  custoly  of  his  daughter,  and  that  she  is  held  under  improper  restraint 
by  the  respondent,  the  only  remaining  inquiry  is,  as  to  the  remedy. 

The  former  demands  a  delivery,  while  the  latter  insists  that  the  powers  of  the 
Court  are  exhausted  when  we  shall  have  removed  the  restraint  and  tet  the  child 
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free.     Tlif  one  clnims  that  ponie  results  should  follow  the  decision;    the  oth^r 
purposes  t<)  return  in  statu  quo  ante  bcllum. 

ll  ha«  already  been  substantially  admitted  that,  in  regard  to  adults  delivered 
by  the  statute  writ,  the  propositions  of  the  respondent's  course  are  tenable.  And 
that  it  was  jiroperl}-  so  held  bv  Judge  Duer,  sitting  as  a  commissioner  under  the 
statute,  is  not  controverted.  But  that  it  is  correct  as  applied  to  the  e.nse  in  this 
Court,  of  ample  jurisdiction  independent  of  the  habeas  corpus  act,  is  most  con- 
fidently deni<d. 

We  ar<'  aware  that  some  of  the  cases  speak  of  children  exercising  their  own 
choice  and  discretion.  This  may  be  well  enough,  when  we  are  assured  that  they 
possess  wliat  may  fa'rly  be  called  discretion.  Whether  this  can  ever  be  prclieated 
of  children  under  fourteen  ye.irs  of  age,  in  whom  the  law,  in  numerous  respects, 
deelares  theri-  is  no  discretion,  we  need  not  now  determine.  It  is  suffieieiit  for  us 
that  this  eliild  does  not  manifest  that  degree  of  judgment  which,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Court,  would  qualify  her  to  select  her  own  domicile  and  guardian.  That 
she  is  oM  enough  to  feel  a  [ireferenee,  and  that  such  feeling  is  t<^)wards  the  re- 
spondent, is  quite  apparent.  But  that  such  preference  is  wise  and  di*rre<t  can- 
not be  adniitted.  Indeed,  it  can  hardly  be  contanded  that  a  house  of  iH-fame  is 
a  proper  ]ilaec.  or  one  of  its  inmates  a  suitable  person,  for  the  education  of  anv 
child.  But,  inde]iendent  of  this  overwlielming  proof  of  actual  indiseretion,  we 
cannot  sanction  and  give  countenance  to  the  doctrine  that  such  children  are 'to 
contrid  their  own  movements,  and  select  their  own  places  of  residence.  It  has 
no  foundation  in  reason  or  juitice,  and  is  plainly  opposed  to  the  laws  of  the  land 
as  well  as  the  law  of  God.' 

The  Court  must  go  farther,  therefore,  than  merely  to  remove  the  restraint,  bv 
rendering  a  juilgment  which  shall  <dis]>ose  of  the  custody  of  the  child  and  eon- 
elude  this  controversy.  It  would  be  an  idle  ceremony  for  the  Court  to  try  a 
cause  without  making  a  decision  by  wliieh  the  fruits  of  the  litigation  cor.ld  be 
reaped.  We  have  a  multitude  of  jirecedents  for  our  guidance  in  tlii.-  jiartieular. 
In  the  mutter  of  Dowles,  8  John  Rep.  ?,,  28,  the  Supreme  Court  "ordered  tli<- 
boys  to  be  delivered  to  their  master,  and  directed  an  officer  to  attend  !in<l  pre 
tect  them  in  their  return."  In  tJie  People  vs.  Mercein,  3  Hill,  3CU',  Ciiief  Justice 
Nelson  concludes  his  opinion  in  these  words:  "An  order  mutt  therefore  be 
entered  that  the  child  be  delivered  t©  the  relator."  That  was  a  case  wlierc,  after 
two  or  three  ycais  of  litigation,  the  Court  ordered  the  child  to  b.-  taken  from  its 
mother  and  grandfather  and  given  to  the  husband  and  father,  althoutrh  tlie  chihl 
was  under  five  years  of  ago.  And  in  a  former  stage  of  that  case,  2.'J  W<  ii  ^'7.  tlie 
Chaneelk)r,  in  commenting  on  the  powers  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  award  the 
custod}-  of  the  child,  on  rever.-ing  the  proceedings  of  Judge  Inglin,  declared  "that 
if  he  was  ■\\  rong,  the  Supreme  Court  should  not  only  liave  reversed  his  deci.-ion, 
but  should  jiiso  have  proceeded  to  make  a  final  dispo?ition  of  the  custody  of  tin- 
child."  And  in  the  People  ej-  rel.  Rickerson,  19  Wen.  16,  an  order  was  made  thnt 
"the  child  be  delivered  to  the  father,  and  that  the  care  and  cufctu<ly  of  her  be 
committed  to  him." 

Guided  b}'  these  lights,  we  shall  direct  an  order  to  be  entered,  adjudging  that 
the  said  Cluirles  Trainer  is  entitled  to  the  care  and  custody  of  snid  Jane  Trainer, 
and  direetiiiLT  her  to  be  delivered  to  him  as  her  father,  leavinir  liin),  like  tlie  rest 
of  us,  responsible  to  his  oonseicnce  and  his  God  for  the  manner  in  which  he  shiill 
fulfil  the  trust  thus  restored  to  him. 

The  CoMit  then  directed  the  child  to  be  delivered  up  to  tlie  father  by  thi- 
Sheriff,  ^\lli<•h  \\  as  done.  The  child  was  taken  sereaminp  out  of  court  ;  ))nt  when 
she  was  alonr-  with  her  friends  in  a  private  room,  she  aj)pcared  to  be  j>erfec''iy 
satisfied  with  her  fate. 


BOUNfMRIKS  OF   NEW   TERRITORIES. 

The  following,  from  the  K'liional  Era,  is  inserted  here  as  a  memorauduLi 
of  the  boundaries  of  the  new  Territories  of  the  United  States : — 
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♦  TTie  House,  last  Thursday,  passed  two  bills  for  the  ort^aniz.ation  of  new  Terri- 
torie«;  one  for  the  division  of  Oregon,  and  the- formation  of  a  Territorj'  south 
of  49  deg.  north  latitude,  and  north  of  the  Colombia  river,  from  its  mouth  *o 
where  the  46th  deg.  of  north  latitude  crosses  said  river  at  Fort  Walla,  thence 
with  the  said  46th  deg.  to  the  summit  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  :  the  other  for  the 
organization  of  a  Territory  with  the  name  of  Nebraska,  bounded  on  the  west  bv 
the  summit  of  the  Rocky  Mountain?,  on  the  east  by  llissouri  and  Iowa,  on  tlie 
south  by  36  deg.  30  min.  north  latitude,  on  the  north  by  the  43d  de;r.  Thcst 
Terril&ries  lie  north  of  the  Mistouri  Compromise  line. 


DR  PLUMER'3  DISCOURSE  BEFORE  THE  X.  Y.  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 

Dr.  Plnmer,  of  Baltimore,  delivered  a  very  able  discourse  at  the  Reformed 
Dutch  church  on  Washington  Square,  before  the  New-York  Bible  Societv,  from 
Luke  xi.  62 :  "Woe  unto  you,  lawyers !  for  ye  have  taken  away  the  key  of 
knowledge."  The  lawyers  whom  Christ  here  speaks  of,  were  those  professing' 
to  be  the  authorized  interpreters  of  the  Mosaic  law. 

The  proper  application  of  the  text  to  the  circumstances  and  wants  of  the 
country,  especially  in  his  own  State,  would  have  led  the  preacher  into  as 
severe  a  denunciation  of  pro-slavery  and  slaveholding  "  interpreters  of  the 
law"  as  was,  perhaps,  ever  uttered  by  the  "fanatics  of  the  North."  Quite 
remarkable  is  it,  that  neither  priest  nor  politician,  of  the  pro-slavery  stripe, 
can  deliver  an  eloquent  sermon  or  oration,  without  condemning  himself. 


GERMAN  PAPER  AT  WASHINGTON. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  American  and  Foreign  Anti-slavery 
Society  have  recently  made  an  appeal  for  funds  to  establish  a  weekly  family 
paper  in  the  city  of  Washington,  in  which  the  Anti-slavery  cause  will  be  ably 
sustained.  A  prospectus  has  been  issued,  and  letters  published  from  Hon. 
S.  P.  Chase,  Charles  Sumner,  and  Charles  Francis  Adams,  highly  recom- 
mending the  undertaking.  The  following,  from  the  Lutheran  Observer  at 
Baltimore,  will  show  the  estimation  in  which  the  paper  and  the  editor  arc 
held  by  the  well-principled  German  population  of  this  country. 

"  Der  National  Demokrat." — This  is  the  title  of  a  new  German  weekly  paper, 
a  large  quarto,  printed  on  fine  white  paper,  and  in  the  best  typographical  style. 
It  is  edited  in  Wasliington,  D.  C,  at  $2  per  annum,  by  Frederick  Schmidt,  t'i>i- 
merly  editor  of  the  Kirchenzeitung,  in  Pittsburg.  As  Mr.  Schmidt  is  known  lo 
be  a  gentleman  of  superior  abilities,  thoroughly  educated,  and  withal  a  feiulcsii 
advocate  of  revealed  religion  and  sound  morals,  and  is  pledged  to  oppose  ihc 
licentious  and  infidel  character  of  too  many  of  the  Gorman  papers  of  our  coun- 
try, we  should  rejoice  to  hear  of  the  success  of  this  great  enterprise,  though  wo 
may  not  endorse  all  the  "stand-points"  assumed  in  his  paper.  Rimiauisiii  and 
infidelity,  with  their  consequent  tendency  to  disorganization  and  distraction  in 
politics  and  morals,  are  the  great  and  most  threatening  evils  in  our  country,  and 
if  we  are  not  mistaken,  the  National  Demokrat  will  be  a  formidable  opponent  ot 
these  ala«-ming  evils,  and  a  skilful  advocate  of  rational  freedom  and  sound  vir- 
tue. Under  these  impressions,  we  have  no  hesitancy  in  warmly  recommending 
the  paper  in  question.  "The  principal  design,"  says  Mr  S.,  "  of  this  publication, 
18  to  circulate  among  our  vast  German  population  a  family  newspaper,  advo- 
cating Christian  and  Free  Democratic  principles,  fully  discussed  in  our  pn'spec- 
tua,  which  has  been  freely  circulated  among  the  friends  of  genuine  libe  ty  and 
of  the  rights  of  man." 
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COXSTITCTIO.V  OF  THE  AMEHICAX  AS0  FOREXeX  AXTI^l^TKKT  WOCIETT. 

PREAMBLK. 

Whkrbas  the  DasUratlon  of  American  Independence  a^serU  tbat  Ll>  a  selT-evidciit  Inttb, 
"  that  all  men  are  created  equal,  and  that  they  are  fenduwed  by  their  Creator  with  rensin  itka- 
lienable  rights — that  among  these  are  life,  liberty,  ami  the  pursuit  of  happines*  ;"  and  wlier  i« 
this  political  axiom  Is  based  upon  the  Uoly  Scriptures,  which  declare  that  God  "hath  madj  of 
one  blood  all  nations  of  men.  to  dwell  on  all  the  facft  of  the  earth,"  and  -vbich  require  all  maa'- 
kind  to  love  their  neighbors  as  themselves  ;  and  wh4rea3  nearly  three  nnllions  of  the  people  at 
this  country  are  held  in  slavery  by  their  fellow-coimttymen  ;  and  whereat,  the  practice  oftuylnf , 
aixd  selling  human  beings  prevails  to  an  alarming  extent ;  and  whereaa  every  man,  irrespectlva 
Of"  color,  is  entitled  to  equality  of  rights  on  the  soil  of"  his  birth  and  residence  ;  and  whereas  the 
predndice  against  color,  which  exists  in  this  coimtryJ  is  sinful  in  the  sight  of  God,  and  should  be 
immediately  repented  of;  and  whereas  no  scheme  of  expatriation  should  be  countenanced  by 
any  friend  of  man  or  God;  and  whereas  we  owe  it  ti  the  oppressed,  to  oppressors,  to  our  coun- 
trv,  to  the  world,  and  to  God,  to  do  all  that  is  rigbti  and  lawfully  )n  om-  power,  to  bring  about 
the  extinction  of  slavery  and  the  slave-trade  ;  we  doj  hereby  agree,  witi  i  prayer/"ul  reliance  on  . 
the  Divine  aid, to  form  barselves  into  a  Society,  to  tfet  governed  by  the  .  <io«ving  OoysTiruTios  : 

;   ^5  \^-^:,  ARTICLE    I  . 

The  name  of  this  Association  shall  be  the  AMERICAN'  AM>        ..KIGX   VNTI-SLaVERY 
SOCIETY.  I 

ARTICLE     II. 

The  objects  of  this  Society  shall  be  the  cniiro  extiliction  of  slave  '■  th*-  -lave  trade  ;  and 

the  equal  security,  protection  and  improvement  of  the  i)e<)ple  of  color. 

ARTICLE'   m.;  "--    '    "    -'>     ■   -■- 

The  following  arc  the  fundamental  principles  of  this  Sociirty :  >■•"-■''  slavcholding  and  slave 
trading  are  heinous  sins  in  the  sight  of  God.  and  violatioos  of  the  r.  vi  man,  and  ought  to  be 
immediately  abandoned;  that  so  long  a.s  slavery  exist.^,  there  is  n\>  .ei..~uuable  prospect  of  the 
annihilation  of  the  slave-trade,  and  of  extinguishing  the  sale  and  bav'rr  nf  human  beings  ;  that 
the  extinction  of  slavery  and  the  slave-trade  is  to  be  attained  b>  moia.,  religio«i<,  ftiid  pacifle 
means;  that  while  the  Society  exacts  no  specific  pledges  as  a  coodi'ion  of  membership,  it  will 
urge  on  all  the  duty  of  exercising  the  political  frauchMe  against  ihu  rlpction  of  any  slaveholder, 
and  in  behalf  of  the  enslaved;  that  the  legislative  aition  of  govprii.iienM  should  be  invoked  lo  ' 
abolish  slavery  and  the  slave-trade,  for  the  enfranchif^ment  of  free  ih,  .j)!!  i>f  color,and  to  restrain 


i 


<■■:■■■  .- 


I.. 


'^  be  resorted  to  by  ihlii 
•iwordancc  with  these 
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the  lawless  from  invading  the  rights  of  others;  and  that  no  mea. 
Society  in  the  prosecntion  of  these  object',  hut  «ucli  ai  arc  in  p\ 

prinrtitl€».  •3^-.'^:..    ■-  .  ..--.,^5. ■   .'J^  .....{ iT 

■■^■^Ml-i  -i-;^;.-:;'  •  '    ART  ICLE    IV.  :5^;    ■. 

The  Society  will  employ  the  following  mean^,  among  oihersi   •>  e(i 
and  the  slave-trade : 

1.  They  w^ill  circuitUO  accurate  inronnaiiim  on  the  euormili<,-s  of  ivcry  and  the  slave-trade^ 
fUmish  evidence  to  the  inhabttauts  of  t'le  -laveholding  State.-,  not  ■  .ly  i>f  the  practicability  and 
safety,  but  of  the  |>ecuniary  advantage  nf  ireo  over  slave  .■•"kh-  'UQ'use  authentic  intelligence 
respecting  the  results  of  emancipation  in  the  Wesfliidics  an  •■Isewliere,  open  a  correspondence 
with  aholitionista  tlu°oughoat  the  world, .and  incourage  tbeiK  In  the  prosecution  of  their  objects  . 
by  all  methods  consistent  with  the  principles  of  thi»8ociety; 

2.  They  will  recommend  the  use  of  tVec-arown  pnxluce,  a^  Mr  R-*  pr;  --tieable,  in  preference  ti< 
slave-grown.  ^  ^ 

3.  They  will  urge  upon  all,  .and  especially  upon  the  ministrj  and  Church  of  Christ,  the  duty  ot''. 
embracing  every  suitable  opportunity  for  exhibiting  to  slaveli"'<lers  ditd  s^ve-traders,  and  their 
apologists,  an  abhorrence  of  the  sv^tem  which  they  uphold,  axtf,       ntfer  meonfiiiaiibility  with  the 
spirit  of  the  Christian  religion.  v-y  '•      t.-^ 

ARTICLB'    V.^asfe-      O-  S"-  ••gR''-'""-i   ^ 
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Any  person  who  consents  to  the  principlei*  and  objects  of  tlffi'Society,  and  contributes  anntiaUy  . 
to  Its  funds,  shall  be  a  member  o(  the  Society;  and  the  payment  of  thirty  dollars,  at  any  one      } 
time,  shall  constitute  aoindividnal  a  member  foTlifil.  Vf,  ^  .      i 

■,:■  ARTICLE    VI.  '<v5._.  :    _  '.•^     .'-''^•-..v.v.^ 

The  society  shall  annually  elect  a  President,  t>vo  Vico-l'rciidents,  Secretaries,  and  a  Treasurer  :  ■  1 

and  in  ease  of  a  vacancy  occnrriug  from  any  canse,  the  fitcrnfivo  Committee  shall  haxe  the  '■    • 

power  to  till  such  vacancy.  s.i  *'...,.->-:,  ■•..-,*..'■,  J 

ARTICLE   VlJtif:,;^-    :--':v:.  :/.. .  ..V       ■-'J'^'-V 

The  Society  shall  annually  elect  an  Executive  Committee,'^ .  y^oraninc  members  at  least  shall 
reside  In  the  city  of  New- York  and  vicinity ;  and  five,  regularly  convened,  shall  constitute  a  ^  i 
quorum  for  the  tranaaciion  of  business. 

This  Committee  shall  have  power  to  elect  thcii-  own  offiwrs,  to  IHI  all  vacancies  which  may       , 
occur  in  their  number  ;  to  call  an  iinunal  meeting  of  the  Sew  lety  at  New- York  or  elsewhere,  at 
which  a  report  of  thctr  doing?  ^Iiallbe  made;  to  transact  all  the  haziness  of  the  Society  in  the 
intervals  ot  the  annual  meeting-     ■■   convene  special  meetings  of  the  Society  when  neceasarv. 
and  to  collect  Oinds  through  tliPif  a  ••ciliancs.  or  otherwise,  sc-nrding  to  their  dLvrrtion. 

.IRTIOLE    VIII. 

Tbe  meetings  of  this  Society,  for  the  iransactioU'Of  bosinesa,  shall  consist  of  its  oQicbrs  and  such      - 
other  men  as  may  be  sent  as  Jelcffates.    Each  State  or  Territory  Society,  auxiliary  to  this,  shall 
be  entitled  to  send  two  delegates,  und  every  local  Association,  (consisting  of  not  less  than  lidv 
members,)  ^vhot^^er  auxiliary  to  the  State  Territoiry  or  So<ieties,  or  to  thi.s  SocWv.,  tif^W  h*-  cnti- 
tletl  to  one  delegate  for  every  lift  V  n>emfaors.-     '  "tj.  1';  '"'' 

ARTICLE   IX.  *' 

JS.**  ?*Sl"''  '*'*^  invite  and  encourage  the  formation  of  Women's  Auxiliary  Anti-slavery  So-       , 
eiettesjinfttrtheranccof  Its ol^ect,*.  which  Societies  may  he  represented  according  to  Article  vril.       i 

ARTICLE     .X.  '  j 

ihi^j^  CpiMtltution  may  be  amended  at  any  anneal  meeting  of  this  Society,  by  a  vote  of  two      ' 
inmu  of  the  delegates  present,  provided  the  amendments  proposed  have  been  submitted  in  wri- 
ting, to  the  Executive  tiomnuttee,  three  months  previously, 


.^ 


